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Chairman’s Welcome - 

Welcome to the 19th edition of Touchline. 

It’s been a tough season, with the senior team ground-sharing 
for a second season, both Reserves and Development teams 
playing at Ballards Ash and a number of our youth teams 
playing in Calne. This has increased the operational duties 
fourfold. 
Our first team have finished well, with our highest points total 
and longest unbeaten streak within the Hellenic League Premier Division. Without 
doubt the management team of Paul and Chris supported by Ian, the physio, have 
settled in well. For the Reserve team it was a mixed bag of results and at times 
they were struggling to field a team. Adult team management within the Hellenic 
League was new to Dave with increased traveling and the increased compliance and 
paperwork. Wayne ended up running the team towards the back end of the season. 
We did see good player movement between first and reserves, which worked well in 
the main. Our Development team struggled, having to forfeit games due to a lack of 
players.  Mark was not able to attend training or managers’ meetings, due to work 
commitments, which made the entire operation very difficult. Thanks to all involved in 
the senior section across the season for their efforts though.
Looking forward, we all know the relocation takes place this season - about time. I 
have been informed that we will get the keys on the 20th July - great news. However, 
I have to report it has not been plain sailing. Due to the fact that none of the youth 
team pitches were seeded back in October, the grass youth pitches cannot be played 
on until the 2016-17 season, even though if you drive past today they look in good 
order. If we play on them this new season we would destroy them, which has been 
the message from the Association and their specialist groundsman. Our first team play 
within the National League System at step 5, which requires specific ground grading 
requirements. This has created some tension between myself, the Sports Association 
and lead contractors. I hope there is no impact on our club due to their lateness. The 
club is doing its best to ensure this is a smooth transition. 
 
On a more positive note, the stadium pitch looks lovely and the clubhouse is coming 
on well, so much better than our current home. The AGP is on schedule which will 
see our entire club use it for training, which is a first and a real benefit. Last time 
I reported that we will change our name to Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC. This 
will officially happen on 1st July. We have agreed a new club badge, below, which 
looks great. We have a standard yellow and a blue version. The Sports Association 
has agreed two key dates, the first being the 1st August which is the formal opening 
focused on the governing bodies, our sponsors if you like, the second is the 5th 
September where a club night will be held. 
 
I also need to announce that Ben Brown will be standing down as Marketing Manager. 
We are looking to replace Ben ASAP. Ben has been enthusiastic in driving us forward, 
but with his work commitments changing he has no choice but to stand down. We are 
also looking for someone to head our senior section as we move into the new facility. 
if you are interested in either role please drop me a note. Driving funding will be key 
going forward. 
 
I know we have 6-10 months of hard work ahead of us, which the club needs your 
help with. Please, if your able to fill the roles above, or feel you can other something 
else like assist in our new tea-hut, then please speak with a club member. 

Andy Walduck

New club badge
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Club Directory
President: Mark Smedley
Chairman: Andy Walduck (07980 730905)
Vice Chairman: Danny Groom (07500 
764275)
Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122)
Treasurer: Dave Topping (07771 782488)   
Development Officer: Jeff Tidy (07768 
466760)
Marketing Manager: Ben Brown 
Welfare Officer: Derek Edgington (07964 
067042)
Senior Section Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 
(07801 836946)

First Team Manager: Paul Braithwaite
Ladies Team Manager: Becky Gammon 
(07825 336479)
Reserve Team Managers: Wayne Petrie and 
Dave Terry (07917 469344)
Development Team Manager: Mark Varney

Head of Youth Section: Pete Yeardley (07778 
936868)
Vice Chairman (Youth) & Merchandise: Nigel 
Deane
Youth Section Secretary: Hayley Gillie (07920 
559081)
Youth Section Membership Secretary: Gill 
Gascoigne (07891 458860)
Youth Section Coach Mentor: Nick Warren 
(07789 888300)
Soccer Skills Academy: Nick Bolton (07745 
230226)
 
Press Officer: Stuart Smedley (07985 
367772)
Website Editor: Scott Smedley (07849 
334072)    
Programme Editor: Mark Smedley (07887 
634887)

 
Life Members: Mick Woolford (1995),   
Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008), 
Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), 
Ron Stone (2013)
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Youth Section - 
As yet another season passes with a blink of an eye I would firstly like to pass on the club’s thanks to all the managers, players and parents who 
have continued to “support the club with no home”. I sincerely hope that this is the last time I have to say this as, “touch wood“, from early 
August we will be based on the new Gerard Buxton Sports Ground on Malmesbury Road.
Although we have regrettably incurred delays with our youth grass pitch development, I can report that next season ALL our teams will be training 
at the new venue. I can also confirm that all our Mini football will be playing their fixtures on our new 3G astroturf facility.  Hopefully with a good 
growing season and the ok from our FA pitch consultant we can soon be utilising the grass pitches as well.
Although your contact and communications with the club are mainly through your respective team managers, the bulk of the work within our 
section falls on the shoulders of our secretary Hayley Gillie and treasurer Dave Topping – the countless hours of unpaid voluntary work conducted 
by both of them are crucial in the operation of our 17 youth teams. I am sure I speak for all of you in extending our sincere thanks for everything 
they undertake and making all our lives easier …… and long may they continue in their roles!

Being a community club run entirely by volunteers, it is sometimes forgotten why or what some of the clubs procedures and policies are, and why 
they are essential in its successful operation. I will attempt to answer some of the most common questions raised by the parents of our registered 
youth players

Membership fee - This is initially made as a one off payment by all new members to the club. This will cover all administration, registration and 
insurance costs. The membership lasts for one calendar year and renewal is absorbed through the monthly direct debit payments. Upon payment 
of the initial fee each new member to the club will receive a new club kit bag.

What are the monthly payments to WBTFC for? - This is a training fee only! Players selected to play for a team will play free of charge. As stated 
the club is run solely by volunteers and the one fixed fee per registration is by far the simplest to administer.
Why do we pay for 12 months and not just the season? - It is felt that spreading the net cost over a 12-month period would ease the financial 
burden on the parents.  It is also simpler to set up one standing order with your bank rather than a stop/start system.
What are these monthly direct debit payments used for?  - The bulk of our annual expenses are taken up by facilities hire (pitches for training 
and playing) – this cost for this season is in the region of £24,000! Another £5,000 will be spent on referees, league fees and insurance policies.
With a further £10,000 attributed to kit, footballs and equipment you will quickly see how the bulk of the income is spent.

Why does the manager rotate players and not play his “strongest team?” or “Why does the manager always play the same players and not 
rotate?” - As an FA Community Development club we only utilise qualified coaches, and not only follow the FA Long Term Player Development 
philosophy but also our own in-house club development plan. Each child will progress at different rates and therefore coaching and playing 
requirements should be adapted to meet those needs. We are attempting to introduce a “play without fear philosophy” within the club. Players 
need to feel confident to express themselves on the pitch without the fear of “letting down” their manager or parents. In youth football the 
winning at all costs mentality must be driven out. We should be giving the players all the tools and skills required to progress in the game and 
above allL ”To play for maximum enjoyment with the full support of all.”
What can I do if I have a question/reservations regarding my child’s progress? - In the first instance fully discuss the matter with your child’s 
manager/coach. Ask questions and attempt to receive answers / reassurances regarding the problem. Lack of dialogue or clear communication is 
usually at the crux of most misunderstandings. If you still feel as though the matter has not been addressed, please feel free to escalate to either 
myself or the Club Development Officer – Jeff Tidy.

Finally a big thanks to all our parents and players for their continued support of the club. We hope to see you either at the clubs six a side 
tournament on 6th/7th June or welcoming you back for next season.

Yours in sport,

Pete Yeardley

Coach’s Corner

All of our managers and coaches are reminded that they have 
access to Coach’s Corner. This is a fantastic interactive portal which 
contains videos of age-related training drills, PDF documents 
containing instructions for these drills and session planning advice. 
These come from ‘The Future Game - The FA Technical Guide 
for Young Player Development’. 36 videos are available for drills 
suitable for players aged 8-11, with 29 for players aged 12-16 and 
a further 29 for those aged 17 +.
To make this easier to find, a link to this section of the website has 
been added to the ‘Development’ tab, which will hopefully drive 
increased traffic towards it. 
If you do not currently have access, please contact webmaster 
Scott Smedley to arrange this.
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It’s your club - can you help?

For many years now the format of the youth section committee has 
remained the same.
As the club continues to grow and adapt to its new environment then 
it is essential that we also change the focus and direction of the youth 
committee to ensure future demands are met.
I believe it is vital for the long term future of our club that new faces are 
added to the committee to give the section the fresh impetus it requires.
Both Nigel and I have now been associated with the youth section for over 
20 years each and the danger is that we become old fossils out of touch of 
today’s teams and demands!!! (Some may argue that we already are!)
Even if you can spare only a few hours, all help is much appreciated and 
the benefit will be felt by future generations.
If you are interested in shaping the clubs future and share our passion for 
the game then please contact me direct.
Pete Yeardley (07778 936868)
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Soccer Skills Academy

As many are no doubt aware, the Soccer Skills 
Academy runs regular sessions throughout 
the year on Monday evenings at Noremarsh 
School.
Sessions cover tots through to boys and girls in school year 10 and 
are open to players of all abilities, be they children new to the 
game or experienced players looking to further hone their skills.
Headed by Reading FC Academy Coach and Scout Nick Bolton, 
the Soccer Skills Academy provides boys and girls the opportunity 
to be given academy style coaching to help them improve and 
develop to the best of their ability.
Mixed sessions for tots - those in school year one take place from 
5-6pm, while split sessions for boys and girls in years two to ten 
take place from 6-7pm. 
Cost of the Monday night sessions is £23 per calendar month 
(or £35 for two or more children from the same family), which is 
payabale by standing order. Free trials are available too. 
Girls only sessions 
Having noticed the demand among girls of all abilities for football, 
a Girls Soccer Skills Academy is being launched to offer additional 
training to complement that currently received by girls elsewhere. 
As noted above, sessions for girls in years 2-10 will take place 
between 6 and 7pm.  
Under 6s (Reception Year)
The Soccer Skills Academy is also looking to welcome more boys 
and girls who will be entering reception year at school next year. It 
is then planned for this cohort to form the club’s Under 7s for the 
2016-17 season. 
By offering high quality coaching at an early age and focusing on 
fun, the Soccer Skills Academy is without doubt the best place 
for children to start before moving up to more formalised league 
football with the Under 7s.
It also offers a fantastic chance for children to make new friends 
and socialise.

Indie Mae-Power (pictured on the left with 
Reading and England Ladies player Fran Kirby) 
has followed this route and has achieved great 
success this year. She started at the Soccer Skills 
Academy as a five year old and was a part of 
this past season’s Under 7s team. Her progress 
has not gone unnoticed, and she has been 
training with Reading FC’s Under 10 girls squad 
all season despite only being 7 years old. 

All at Wootton Bassett Town and the Soccer Skills Academy would 
like to congratulate Indie on her success and the progress she has 
made at such a young age! 
Holiday Camps
As usual, the Soccer Skills Academy will be holding Holiday Camps 
during the school summer holidays. Once dates of these are 
known, they will be advertised and an application form will posted 
on the club website. 
As all courses are now usually oversubscribed, a first come, first 
served policy will be in place. Therefore, please book and pay early 
to avoid disappointment. 

A downloadable application form is available from the Soccer Skills 
Academy page on our website.
For more information please contact Nick Bolton or visit the 
Advanced Sports Coaching website.

Our Volunteers: Bryan Wood
Wootton Bassett Town is ever grateful to the volunteers who make the club 
what it is. A new, regular feature of Touchline will be a focus on those who 
contribute so much to the club in their free time. In this edition, we are 
featuring Bryan Wood, this year’s Clubman of the Year.

How and when did you first get involved with the 
club?
I first came to Bassett as a first team player, 
transferring from local rivals Purton at the start 
of season 1999/2000. My first appearance was 
against Old Woodstock away on Saturday 4th 
September, which finished in a 4-3 win.
How did you first get involved in Ladies football?
My involvement in Ladies football comes from my 
daughter Samantha playing and, like most parents, just wanting to help 
and do my bit.
What do you enjoy most about being involved with the club?
What I  enjoy most about the club is the friends I have made.
What’s your proudest achievement during the time you have been 
involved with Bassett?
I have two proudest moments the first was gaining promotion in my first 
season at Bassett from Hellenic League Division One and the second 
was seeing eight girls progress from U12 girls football through to Ladies 
football, who I coached/managed.
What was your highlight of the 2014-15 season?
My favourite memory from this season was the first team’s 3-2 FA Vase 
victory away at Cove - a decent performance, a nice win and achieved 
with no budget.

Drewitt does the double
Following a tremendous inaugural campaign as a member of Wootton 
Bassett Town’s first team, centre half George Drewitt lifted both Player of 
the Year awards at the club’s senior section presentation evening.
Celebrating a successful season – in particular for the first and Ladies 
teams – it was the defender, twice a winner of the Reserve team Players’ 
Player of the Year award in the past who stole the headlines.
Drewitt made a seamless transition to Hellenic League Premier Division 
football and was entrusted as vice-captain by manager Paul Braithwaite. 
In a team where there were a number of worthy candidates for the 
Manager’s and Players’ Player of the Year awards, his committed style of 
play, consistently quality defending and good distribution stood out in 
the 36 appearances that he made. He also chipped in with one goal – the 
important opener in a crucial February victory against Newbury.
Captain Laura Jefferies picked up Players’ Player of the Year for the Ladies, 
who finished fifth in Division One of the Gloucestershire County Women’s 
League thanks in part to a stunning second half of the season, which saw 
them just once after the turn of the year. The defender has been a key 
part of their fantastic run following the turn of the year, and has even 
grabbed a handful of goals during the campaign. The versatile Amber 
Eggerton, meanwhile, picked up the Manager’s Player of the Year trophy.
Lewis Taylor picked up the Players’ Player award and club stalwart Carl 
Shepherd received the Manager’s Player trophy for the Reserves, who 
finished eighth in Hellenic League Division Two West in Dave Terry and 
Wayne Petrie’s first season in charge of the second team.
Awards for the Development team, who battled through a tough first 
campaign in the Wiltshire League Premier Division, went to Dan Cole 
(Players’ Player) and Liam Guy (Manager’s Player).
The final prize of the evening – the prestigious Clubman of the Year prize – 
went to Bryan Wood. A deserved winner, his contributions to Bassett over 
the year have been great. A former player, he has also served as assistant 
manager for the Reserve and first teams and Head of the Ladies’ section.
His contributions to the club continue through his involvement as 
assistant to Ladies manager Becky Gammon, assistance with the youth 
section Holland Tour and help at the Sports Association clubhouse bar, 
while he’s an ever present at first team games. 
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Congratulations to our 
teams who achieved 
honours this season! 
Best of luck to all our 

sides next year!

Under 12 Blues
North Wilts League Cup Winners

North Wilts League Division One Runners-Up

Under 15 Blues
North Wilts League Cup Runners-Up

WBTFC 2014-15 Honours 2014-15 Review
Senior Section
Despite having to rebuild over the summer, the first team, 
under the management of Paul Braithwaite after the club parted 
company with Jeff Roberts, enjoyed a record setting Hellenic 
League Premier Division campaign. Most notabtly, the 11th place 
finish was Bassett’s best ever at that level. That wasn’t the only 
benchmark set though. The team’s nine game unbeaten run from 
February to April was their longest ever in the Hellenic Premier, 
while the 66 goals scored was more than the tally managed in 
any of Bassett’s seven previous seasons in the division. With a 
team comprising mostly of players with little to no experience of 
step five football, Bassett played a refreshing, positive brand of 
football, which was also rewarded by wins in the FA Cup and Vase.
Under the guidance of Becky Gammon, the Ladies also enjoyed 
a stellar season, ultimately finishing fifth in Division One of the 
Gloucestershire County Women’s League. From the turn of the 
year onwards they went on a magnificent run, losing just one of 
their twelve league games in that period, while winning seven and 
drawing four. 
One common factor in both teams’ doing so well was their 
fantastic team spirit, which will hopefully only get stronger with 
the long awaited move to the New Gerard Buxton Spots Ground.
The Reservers, under the stewardship of Dave Terry and Wayne 
Petrie, finished eighth in Hellenic League Division Two West. While 
in the bottom half, they were an extremely competitive outfit as 
demonstrated by their six league draws and the three defeats they 
suffered by just a single goal. 
It was a difficult campaign for the Development team in the 
Wiltshire League Premier Division. Playing at that level for the first 
time, the young side found the going tough, finishing 16th out of 
17 teams. The exposure to senior football gained by a number 
of Development team players will serve them well going forward 
though.
Youth Section
One aim of the club’s youth section is to develop players who 
can progress through and represent Bassett at a senior level. The 
2014-15 campaign saw that continue and it can now be boasted 
that a significant proportion of the First, Reserve and Development  
sides are ‘homegrown’. That trend looks set to continue, with 
members of the Under 18s team gaining their first exposure to 
adults football, while continuing to represent Bassett in the North 
Wilts League, including Hugo Vivash, who made a handful of first 
team appearances, and Daniel Murphy, who featured seven times 
for the Reserves. Both made very good impressions.
Stand out teams in the North Wilts League for Bassett this 
season were the Under 12 Blues and Under 15 Blues, whose 
achievements are shown opposite on this page. Both reached cup 
finals - the elder of the two teams for the third consecutive season 
- and the Under 12s also finished runners-up in their division. 
Although the season did finish with a variety of league positions 
for the 13 sides playing competitive football, all had notable 
moments during the campaign that they can be proud of. 
Meanwhile the five teams from Under 7s through Under 10s 
continued their development. 
This year’s Holland Tour was a memorable one again. While 
inclement weather meant only one game against Dutch opposition 
was played for each of the three teams - with the Friendship 
Trophy being prised from the hands of FC ‘s-Gravenzande, the tour 
was fantastic from a social perspective with players and managers 
across age groups socialising. Hospitality from our Dutch friends 
was, as ever, of a superb standard.
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