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Chairman’s Welcome - 

Have you spotted the “portaloo” on the ground of the     
new facility? This is a sign of things to come. 
I would  expect to see fencing and ground works     
commence at the end of March / early April. There has     
been a couple of weeks’ delay due to paperwork in the     
main. However, funding has been agreed in principle, and    
we are now waiting for the contracts to go unconditional. Then the clock starts,
seeing us in the new facility in July / August 2015. 
There is still a lot to do in terms of interior design and contract management, 
while it’s imperative that the new facility is utilised fully so that the operational 
budget is met. 

With another eye on the future, myself and Development Officer Jeff Tidy are 
holding discussions with Royal Wootton Bassett Academy to create a Wootton 
Bassett Town FC Football Academy, which will combine education with football. 
This is just one of the initiatives currently being run. 

For a while we have been looking to address our marketing and commercial 
activities gap; you may have seen our advert for a Commercial Manager to join 
the team. This is to drive local company awareness, specifically with the new 
facility in mind, and I’m looking to build long-term sponsorship relationships. 
We have offered this role to Ben Brown. Ben is an independent marketing 
professional and will join the team. We will then look to formally invite Ben to 
join the committee at the next AGM. Ben also plays for the Reserve team, so 
knows us quite well already. 

The sad news of Dave Turner’s death hit us all hard. It was very much out of the
blue. As a reminder, Dave ran our senior first team for 5 years. He will be
missed by us all, but more so, by the local football community which he served 
for so many years. There have been many great tributes to Dave within the 
local press, so there is no need to say any more, other than at his funeral there
must have been close to 450-500 people paying their respects. This 
demonstrated the impact his tragic death had within local football. 

Good luck to those teams who are pushing hard in cup games and fighting
for high league positions as the season reaches its conclusion. 
 
In the meantime, please key an eye on the grounds of the new facility as shortly 
we will see some progress - exciting times!

Andy Walduck

Upcoming Events

Saturday 5th - Wednesday 9th April - Holland Tour 
(Exchange) 
 
Monday 14th - Thursday 17th April - Soccer Skills 
Academy Easter Holiday Camp 
 
Friday 23rd May - Senior Section Presentation 
(Rylands Way)

Saturday 7th - Sunday 8th June - 2014 Six-a-Side 
Tournament (Ballards Ash)
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Club Directory

President: Mark Smedley
Chairman: Andy Walduck (07980 730905)
Vice Chairman: Danny Groom (07500 764275)
Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122)
Treasurer: Dave Topping 
Development Officer: Jeff Tidy
Committee Member: Bryan Wood (07847 
639406)
Welfare Officer: Derek Edgington (07964 
067042) 

Head of Senior Section: Chris Jones (07774 
851563)
Senior Section Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 
(07801 836946)
First Team Manager: Jeff Roberts (07766 
226158)
Ladies Team Manager: Becky Gammon (07825 
336479)
Reserve Team Manager: Simon Paish (07919 
483800)
Development Team Managers: Wayne Petrie 
and Dave Terry (07917 469344) 

Head of Youth Section: Pete Yeardley (07778 
936868)
Vice Chairman (Youth) & Merchandise: Nigel 
Deane
Youth Section Secretary: Gill Gascoigne 
(01793 840075)
Youth Section Database Administrator: Gill 
Welsman-Clarke
Youth Section Pitch Bookings: Hayley Gillie
Soccer Skills Academy: Nick Bolton (07745 
230226) 
Commercial Manager: Ben Brown
Press Officer: Stuart Smedley (07985 367772)
Website Editor: Scott Smedley (07849 334072)
Programme Editor: Mark Smedley (07887 
634887) 
 
Life Members: Mick Woolford (1995),   
Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008), 
Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), 
Ron Stone (2013)

http://www.wbtfc.co.uk
http://wbtfc.co.uk/assets/pdf/misc/directory.pdf
mailto:andy.walduck%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:danny.groom%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:ian.thomas%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:dave.topping%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:jeff.tidy%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:bryan.wood%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:derek.edgington%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:chris.jones%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:paul.curtis%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:peter.yeardley%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:nigel.deane%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:nigel.deane%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:gill.gascoigne%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:nick.bolton%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:brownable%40live.com?subject=
mailto:stuart.smedley%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:scott.smedley%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:mark.smedley%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=


www.wbtfc.co.uk

Youth Section - 

After one of the mildest but wettest winters in many years most 
of our teams are now frantically trying to play catch up with their 
fixtures.

Particular mention and praise must be given to Hayley Gillie (our 
facilities coordinator) as during these past few weeks she has been 
patiently trying to re -arrange fixtures and venues for all our teams.
This has not been eased by some teams having outstanding County 
Cup obligations which take precedence over any league fixtures.
With the weather now having improved, normal service has 
thankfully been more or less resumed and we have all been able to 
welcome back regular football.

I forecast several years ago that these few seasons will prove to be 
the most difficult to coordinate for the club. Our total lack of in-
house facilities are proving a nightmare with teams playing “home 
games” at no less than seven different venues! 

Trying to establish and maintain a one club ethos during all this 
is proving a challenge and I for one will relish our relocation in 
the summer of 2015.  On behalf of the club I would like to extend 
thanks to all managers, players and parents for standing by and 
supporting the club during these “relocation years”. Believe me, it 
will all be worth it in the end.

On April 5th we will be taking three teams on our annual visit to 
Holland. This will be the 26th trip since its inauguration (and 13th 
since they started running within the club), and the U14, U13 and 
U12 teams travelling can expect unparralled hospitality and facilities 
during their visit.
I am sure the party travelling will once again be proud ambassadors 
of our club and country and maybe even return with a trophy. More 
importantly, many more friendships will be made and our players’ 
football and social development skills will be enhanced.
You can keep fully informed as to our progress with regular updates 
available on the WBTFC website and social media feeds.

Another date to put in your diaries will be 7th and 8th June as after 
a year’s break we attempt to restage our popular and successful 
6-a-side tournament. This will once again be held at Ballards Ash but 
this time with the ground being under the ownership of the Rugby 
Club.
This in itself will offer many different, and no doubt difficult 
challenges, but I am sure with the support of many we can once 
again reestablish the tournament. 
With over 1,500 people visiting each day we will need many 
volunteers to assist with car park marshalling, catering, stewarding 
etc. 
As this is our major fundraising event of the year it is essential we 
can count on your support to once again make the tournament a 
resounding success. If you can help in any way please register your 
interest with your team manager and we will arrange a rota system.

I look forward to seeing you all over the coming months.

Pete Yeardley

Senior Section - 

Bill Shankly once said that football was more important than life 
and death! The recent events of the passing of Dave Turner has 
made me reflect on that quote.

We are all passionate about the sport we love and sometimes we 
can react in different ways. Some of us are quiet, some are very 
vocal and some including the incumbent Newcastle Manager can 
take matters into their own hands !! 

Football is important - it’s part of our lives, it’s inbuilt into us 
from an early age. But it can never be more important than life. 
It’s just a part of our lives.

Dave was an important part of this club’s history. He was fiercely 
loyal to his players and was one of our most successful managers 
of recent times. I spoke with Dave most Monday mornings about 
the previous weekend’s game and he felt the losses and enjoyed 
the wins. Although at the end of his tenure at the club it’s true 
that we did have some disagreements, showing the man that he 
was, he phoned me to discuss these issues which we agreed to 
put aside aside and continue with our personal friendship. 

The eulogies that I am sure we have all read have given Trish and 
the boys comfort that so many thought so highly of Dave. 

Rest in peace Big Man. 

On the pitch, the football has been a complete wash out due to 
the persistent rain this winter, but we continue to strive to finish 
the season! 

Although this is a short review for this edition of Touchline, I will 
be looking to say a few things in this season’s last Touchline ...... 
Watch this space.

Chris Jones

WBTFC Touchline - March 2014 

The Reserves’ final league game at Rylands Way ended in a cloud of 
fog. Leading Fairford Town 2-0 thanks to a pair of Shaun Terry goals, the 
game was abandoned early in the second half as a thick mist descended. 

(Picture courtesy of Fairford Town)
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Holland Tour Itinerary

Always the highlight of the Youth Section calendar, this 
year’s Holland Tour sees members of our under 12, 13 and 
14 squads travel to the continent from Saturday 5th to 
Wednesday 9th April.
The 37 strong tour party will be in for a treat too as their 
visit will see them stay with the families of members from 
our sister club FC ‘s-Gravenzande. This year’s trip comprises 
the first half of an exchange that will be completed next 
year when FC ‘s-Gravenzande come to England and stay with 
families in Bassett.
This year’s tour party will meet in the Sainsbury’s car park in 
Boroughfields at 5.30 am on the Saturday in preparation for 
a 6am depart. After travelling via Eurotunnel, they will travel 
through France and Belgium before arriving at ‘s-Gravenzande 
at 4.30pm. That evening will be spent with host families.
On Sunday the party will take in some top flight Dutch 
football action, watching ADO Den Haag take on FC Utrecht in 
a relegation dogfight at the former’s Kyocera Stadium.
On the Monday they will enjoy a tour of Sparta Rotterdam’s 
unique Het Kasteel stadium. They will return to FC s’-
Gravenzande for a skills coaching session in the early 
afternoon before competing in three matches for the 
“Friendship Trophy” in the evening. A social evening and 
presentations will then follow. 
On Tuesday morning, goodbyes will be said to host families 
as the tour group depart for a final evening in Dordrecht. An 
afternoon meal at FC Dordrecht will be followed by evening 
matches against SC Emma before final presentations in their 
clubhouse. 
After a final evening at the Stay Okay Hostel in Dordrecht, the 
group will travel back home, with an estimated arrival time in 
Royal Wootton Bassett of 6pm.
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2014 Tournament 

After a one year hiatus, Wootton Bassett Town’s youth six-a-side 
tournament will be returning this summer. The tournament will be held 
over the weekend of the 7th and 8th June at Ballards Ash.
Building works on the rugby club’s new clubhouse meant last year’s 
event did not go ahead. But this year the competition, which in the past 
has attracted clubs from all corners of the country, including Scotland, 
Wales and Norfolk, will be back. 
The following age groups will be run on the following days:
Saturday 7th June AM: Under 9 and Under 11
Saturday 7th June PM: Under 7 and Under 13
Sunday 8th June AM: Under 12 and Under 14
Sunday 8th June PM: Under 6, Under 8 and Under 10
Competitions for the Under 6, 7 and 8 age groups will be run on a 
non-competitive Festival of Football basis. All children taking part will 
receive a memento in recognition of their participation, while there will 
be an additional award for the most sporting team in each age group.
All other age groups will run on a group basis followed by a knockout 
stage, with trophies for the winners and runners-up in each age group.
For teams wishing to enter, there is an entry fee of £20 per team. 
A maximum number of two teams per club per age group will be 
permitted. Please download and return the application form with the 
relevant payment as soon as possible to secure your team’s place.
The tournament will be affiliated to the Wiltshire County Football 
Association and all teams who enter must be affiliated to their relevant 
county football association.
For further details please contact Youth Section Secretary Gill 
Gascoigne.

2014 Tournament - Volunteers Needed!

As the club’s biggest fundraising event, it is a necessity that we 
come together to put on a spectacular event, which matches (and 
hopefully betters) those ran in previous years.
To achieve that, the club needs volunteers to come forward and 
help out across the weekend. A number of the original tournament 
committee have now moved on, so we will need new faces to come 
forward and make the event as successful as possible.
Help will be needed across a number of areas, including:
• Setting up goals, gazebos etc. on the Friday evening prior to the 

tournament
• Putting out goals and corner flags on the Saturday and Sunday 

mornings
• Tidying up and packing away on both the Saturday and Sunday 

evenings 
• Car park duties
• Organising and looking after referees
• Refreshments
• Litter picking throughout the day
• First aid
• Relaying of results to control - something for our youth section 

players!
The list is an extensive one, but all are necessary jobs to ensure the 
tournaments runs on time and is as enjoyable as possible for all 
teams that enter. 
Pulling this off brings a great sense of satisfaction for all involved 
and helps make the day of the children taking part.
If interested, please contact Youth Section Secretary Gill Gascoigne 
or Head of Youth Section Pete Yeardley.
Whether for an hour or two, or for the whole weekend, any help 
that can be provided will go a long way to making the tournament 
another success and will be greatly appreciated! 

 
Congratulations to 

the Under 14 Blues on 
reaching the North Wilts 

League Cup final!
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Soccer Skills Academy

The Soccer Skills Academy will be holding a four 
day holiday camp between Monday 14th and 
Thursday 17th April. 
Sessions will run from 9.30am to 2.30pm. Cost 
will be £60 per child for the four days or £17 per 
day. Additional children from the same family 
will cost £55 for the four days or £15 per day.
A downloadable application form is available on 
the club website SSA page. For more information 
please contact Nick Bolton or visit the Advanced 
Sports Coaching website.
Places are also still available at the weekly 
Monday night sessions. These cost £20 per 
month. Sessions for children in Reception and 
Year One run from 5-6pm at the Lime Kiln Sports 
Centre, while those for school years 2 to 8 are 
held from 6-7pm on the Royal Wootton Bassett 
Academy astroturf.
Advanced Sports Coaching will also be holding 
a four day dodgeball camp during the Easter 
holidays. This will run from Monday 7th to 
Thursday 10th April at Brinkworth Earl Danby’s 
School. Those interested in this can use the same 
application form as for the SSA football camp. 

Coach’s Corner

Coach’s Corner, the interactive facility available to all the club’s managers and coaches, 
was added to the website at the end of 2013. 
This forms part of the club’s commitment to developing its coaches and allows those 
with access to take advantage of a database of age-specific training drills, which include 
demonstration instructional videos (as shown above - please click on the image for the 
video to play), PDF files containing instructions, and session planning advice.
Drills included come from the The Future Game - The FA Technical Guide for Young 
Player Development. 36 videos are available for drills suitable for players aged 8-11, 
with 29 for players aged 12-16 and a further 29 for those aged 17+.
Not only is it a great learning tool for coaches, but also for helping develop the close to 
400 playing members at our club.
So far a number of youth team coaches have been using the facility, although this 
figure could be better. All our managers and coaches are highly encouraged to use this 
website and should have received a user name and password to access this section of 
the website. 
If you have not received this information, please contact webmaster Scott Smedley. 

Saturday Morning Skills Sessions
 
The bad weather this winter has meant a frustrating 
start for the free Saturday Morning Skills Sessions at 
Ballards Ash, with a number being cancelled. 
However, they continue to be run and are open to 
those aged 5-12. 
Sessions run from 10am to 11am. 
As reported in our previous newsletter, the club’s 
sessions have also been set up and affiliated to the 
Wiltshire FA as a girls-only mini soccer centre on 
Saturday mornings (also 10am to 11am) at the U7 and 
U8 age groups. Amy Rowlands will in time run these 
centres.
Any member of our youth section interested in 
coaching and who wishes to gain some experience 
through helping on Saturday mornings should contact 
Development Officer Jeff Tidy .
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Old Men Wanted for Veterans Team

After an enjoyable time in last season’s Wiltshire County FA Veterans Summer League, 
Wootton Bassett Town will again be looking to enter a team when this summer’s 
competition begins in June.
Bassett finished third last time out, winning a thrilling penalty shoot-out 8-7 following a 
4-4 draw in their playoff against Swindon Centurions.
The County FA have expanded the Summer League, with two six-team events planned. 
One will be held in Swindon at Lydiard Park Academy and Kingsdown School, while the 
other is scheduled to take place in Chippenham at Stanley Park.
Players must be over 35 to take part. Already within the club there has been strong 
interest in taking part, so if you are interested and have not yet made contact, please 
get in touch with Rob Mitchell or Martin Young. 
There is a cost of £40 per team per fixture. The more players available, the cheaper 
(and easier on old, aching joints) this will be per player! For a squad of 16 this cost 
would work out at £2.50 per player per game - great value for money. 
Last year’s tournament, featuring four teams, was excellent fun for all involved. With 
plans for a bigger, better competition this summer, those who feel their playing days 
are not over yet would be daft to miss out on this! 

http://www.wbtfc.co.uk
http://wbtfc.co.uk/soccer-skills-academy.php
mailto:nick.bolton%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
http://www.advancedsportscoaching.co.uk/
http://www.advancedsportscoaching.co.uk/
http://coach.wbtfc.co.uk/
mailto:scott.smedley%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:jeff.tidy%40wbtfc.co.uk?subject=
mailto:rob.mitchell3%40ntlworld.com?subject=
mailto:m.young67%40talktalk.net?subject=


