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Congratulations to young Freddie for holding 
his nerve as the ball still had to be put away 
but cue mass celebrations at that end as we 
finally tasted victory this season. With the duck 
now broken hopefully we can build on that win 
here tonight and start our climb up the table 
away from the relegation zone. 

The Development side return to action this 
coming Saturday when they play Melksham 
Town Reserves here at the Swindon Mercedes 
Stadium. Melksham have made a good start to 
the season and are one of the favourites for 
honours this season. They became the first 
side to defeat league leaders Shrivenham on 
Saturday so Josh Connolly’s side know they 
are in for a tough game on Saturday but will be 
hopeful of maintaining their promising start to 
the season. 

After winning their opening game of the 
season against AEK Boco, the Women’s side 
fell to a narrow defeat in their opening away 
game of the season, going down 1-0 at Poole 
Town against the side that pipped them to the 
Division One Eastern Division League title in 
the 2023-24 campaign. With just 16 league 
games to be played in total all season the 
defeat on Sunday could well be costly in the 
final analysis. You do have to question how a 
League at Tier 5 in a National League System 
can have so few teams in it. To then hear 
rumours that the men’s and women’s National 
League Systems are set to be combined into 
one organisation at the end of this season you 
do have to question whether this is all too 
early. In my view the women’s game needs 
more time to grow and has issues regarding 
excessive travel due to too few teams plus an 
attitude to playing of games, particularly below 
Tier 6, that needs addressing before you can 
bring the two systems alongside each other. 
The challenges at the present moment in time 
are not the same. Meanwhile on the pitch our 
women’s side will look to bounce back from 
that defeat last Sunday when they entertain 
Gloucester City in the FA Cup Second Round 
Qualifying with £3,500 to the winner on 
Sunday and £1,000 to the loser. This means 
for the second season running our Women’s 
side are set to earn more money from FA 
competitions than the men’s side even if they 
lose. Enjoy the game tonight and hopefully we 
can celebrate three more points.

Mark
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GOOD EVENING and welcome back 
to the Swindon Mercedes Stadium for this 
Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
fixture against near neighbours from across 
the border Cirencester Town. 

A warm welcome to all our visitors who have 
made the short journey from Cirencester, we 
hope you enjoy your brief stay with us this 
evening and wish you a safe journey home. A 
special warm welcome back to former skipper 
Adam Corcoran who made close to 400 
appearances for Bassett over the years.

Cirencester Town have made a great start to 
the 2026-27 Season, unbeaten in the league 
they are still in both of the two prestigious 
national competitions, the FA Vase and the FA 
Cup. Cirencester are the Uhlsport Hellenic 
League’s last representative in the FA Cup and 
have an enticing looking Second Qualifying 
Round tie this coming Saturday when they 
entertain National League South newcomers 
Farnham Town who have made a solid start to 
their first season at Step 2. Cirencester should 
be rewarded with a big crowd this coming 
Saturday for this FA Cup tie and hopefully we 
will catch them tonight with their minds on 
Saturday’s FA Cup encounter? 

Despite how close we are geographically to 
Cirencester, the two sides have only met 
previously on 11 occasions, with Cirencester 
invariably having played at a much higher level 
than ourselves over the years. Despite that 
fact, our record against Cirencester is a good 
one with just two defeats in those previous 11 
meetings, Bassett having won five and drawn 
the other four. Indeed, our recent record 
against Cirencester is an excellent one as we 
are unbeaten in the last five games, four of 
which have been won by Bassett. That 
included two wins last season by us on the 3G 
pitch at Cirencester, once in the Hellenic 
League Cup and then again in the league 
encounter. The match here at the GBSG 
finished all square at the start of the 2026-27 
Season. Well at last we have that first win of 
the season. It might not have been pretty, and 
it depended on a slice of luck, but we finally 
have that elusive victory. Whilst we had that 
slice of luck with the Droitwich defensive error, 
it is fair to say up to that game luck has not 
been on our side this season and we were well 
overdue something going our way. 

Men’s First Team Bassett Bulletin



From The Committee Room
with Paul Gerrish (Chairman)

Good Afternoon. It’s a pleasure to 
welcome our supporters along with the 
players, officials and supporters from 
Cirencester Town FC to the Swindon 
Mercedes Stadium today for our Hellenic 
Premier League fixture.

Hopefully the water supply issues that forced 
the postponement of all our Youth fixtures on 
Sunday will have been solved by today, but I 
guess you never know with Thames Water!

The team will be coming into the fixture on a 
high following their last-minute victory over 
Droitwich Spa that gave them their first three 
points of the season.   The result was more 
pleasing because a couple of key players 
were missing, two dual registered players 
were called up for their parent clubs and a 
very young bench, indeed, it was one of the 
young players, Freddie Wyatt, that came on 
to grab the winning goal.   Freddie could 
easily have been man of the match alongside 
a number of other players; Josh Sawyer 
proved what a great talent we have found in 
goal, Finn tormented their back line all 
afternoon and Jack and Kian looked like the 
partnership they formed last season was 
back.

Our visitors have enjoyed a good start to the 
season, especially in the National Cups.   
Last Saturday they triumphed over fellow 
Hellenic Premier team Corsham Town in the 
Vase and this Saturday have a mouth-
watering FA Cup tie against National League 
South team Farnham Town.  They also have 
an unbeaten start in the league with two wins 
and three draws and are certainly among the 
favourites to be in contention for promotion at 
the end of the season.   Hopefully we will be 
able to put an ‘L’ in their results column and 
ensure former captain Adam Corcoran and 
players Dan Hill, George Peare and Ben 
Lodge don’t enjoy their return as much as we 
will enjoy catching up with them.
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Following their opening day win against AEK 
Boco, the Women were narrowly beaten at 
Poole Town on Sunday.  They have a 2nd 
Round Qualifying match in the Women’s FA 
Cup this coming Sunday against Gloucester 
City.   Please come along and give them your 
support.

Finally, I am sure you will all join me in 
sending our condolences to the family & 
friends of Cirencester Town stalwart Bernie 
Reed who sadly passed away recently.   Our 
thoughts are with you.

I hope you enjoy today’s game.  Thanks for 
your support 

UP THE BASS

Paul
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Club NewsFrom The Dugout
with Manager Jonny Aitkenhead

Good Evening. 
Thank you for joining us here at the Swindon 
Mercedes Stadium

After the finish to Saturdays team, we are 
looking to get some stability within the team 
and use that result to spring board our 
season

Ciren have had a great start to the season 
and credit to Jonah, who has built a great 
season out there. A lot of familiar faces will be 
here tonight, but for the 90 minutes this will 
be treated like every other game and we will 
go out with the task of getting a good result. 

Saturday was not our best performance but 
certainly saw the lads dig in and grind out a 
result, we have played a lot better and come 
away with nothing, maybe or luck is shifting, 
the defensive mix up that allow Freddie in to 
score late is not something that we have be 
on the fortunate end of at the start of this 
season. The togetherness within the squad 
was clear to see and the dramatic fashion in 
which the game ended will only pull this 
group closer together. Not one player had 
anything left to give when the full time whistle 
was blown

On to tonight, the boys will be taking every 
game as it comes and a midweek fixture on a 
cracking pitch will only add to the occasion, 
we expect it to be a fiercely contested game 
and one that the boy will be well up for 

Thank you as always for you support 

UP THE BASS

 Jonny A
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Uhlsport Hellenic League
Premier Division League Table

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Corsham Town 8 5 1 2 17 13 16

2 Hereford Pegasus 7 5 0 2 11 8 15

3 Westfields 7 5 0 2 14 12 15

4 Thornbury Town 7 5 0 2 12 10 15

5 Pershore Town 88 6 4 1 1 13 8 13

6 Roman Glass St George 6 4 1 1 10 5 13

7 Tuffley Rovers 8 4 1 3 14 10 13

8 Cinderford Town 8 3 3 2 16 13 12

9 Mangotsfield United 5 3 1 1 7 2 10

10 Stourport Swifts 7 3 1 3 13 13 10

11 Cirencester Town 5 2 3 0 7 4 9

12 Fairford Town 7 2 3 2 7 8 9

13 Bradford Town 8 3 0 5 10 14 9

14 Devizes Town 4 2 0 2 7 5 6

15 Malmesbury Victoria 7 2 0 5 10 14 6

16 Highworth Town 6 1 2 3 11 11 5

17 Cribbs 7 1 2 4 11 13 5

18 Longlevens 7 1 2 4 5 11 5

19 Royal W. Bassett Town 8 1 2 5 5 13 5

20 Hallen 8 1 2 5 6 18 5

21 Droitwich Spa 6 1 1 4 8 9 4

2026-2027 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

Excludes last night's results
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Answers on Page 40

Half Time Fun - The Quiz Ladder
As inspired by QPR Fanzine “AKUTR’s” how far can you climb the RWBT men’s first 
team managers football quiz ladder. The questions get progressively harder as you climb 
the ladder.

  
 

10 The Big Challenge 
When the club was formed in 1882 there was no such thing as a manger, the 
tradition was that the captain picked the side, who was the captain who was 
effectively the ‘manager’ in that first season? 

9 Near Impossible 
Who was manager when Wootton Bassett Town were crowned Wiltshire League 
Division One champions in 1958-59? 
 

8 Difficult 
Which manager stepped up from the U18s in Season 2004-05 to cover the final 
12 games of the season? 
 

7 Hard  
Who was the last first team manager to win a trophy? 
 
  

6 Fairly Hard 
Which permanent manager had the lowest win ratio in the Hellenic League era? 
 

 

5 Challenging 
Which manager has the highest win ratio in the Hellenic League era? 
 
 

4 Average 
Which two managers went on from RWBT to manage Highworth Town in the 
period after 2014? 
 

3 Easy Enough 
Which manager got Wootton Bassett Town promoted to the Hellenic League at 
the end of Season 1987-88? 
  

2 Very Easy 
Who was the manager of RWBT between 2017-18 and 2024-25? 
 
 

1 Dead Simple 
Who is the current manager of Royal Wootton Bassett Town (RWBT)? 
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Cirencester Town FC was formed in 1889 and 
played amateur football in the Cirencester & 
District League, Cheltenham League and 
eventually the Gloucestershire Northern Senior 
League.

In the late ‘60s Cirencester joined the 
Gloucester County League, moving from there 
up to the Hellenic League in 1969.  During that 
time, they had their first national cup run, 
reaching the 2nd round proper of the FA 
Amateur Cup. They won their first major piece 
of silverware, taking the Hellenic First Division 
Championship in 1973-74 to reach the Premier 
Division.  Following a subsequent relegation, 
the modern phase of development was slowly 
established, with their Smithfield ground being 
improved.

Season 1995-96 was the start of the new era. 
In partnership with Cirencester College, the 
club began the groundbreaking Football 
Academy programme. Developing rapidly, first 
under Dave Hockaday and when he moved as 
Youth Team Manager to Watford FC, followed 
by Steve Lowndes, the Academy have been 
National College Champions in ’97 and in ’98, 
five times winners of the English Schools FA 
U19 Colleges Cup since 1998, and British 
Colleges Trophy Champions 4 times since ’97. 

Off field, a long planning process led to the 
development of the Community Club phase led 
by Chairman Steve Abbley and implemented 
over 3 years by Business Manager Anna 
Kocherhan. In summer 2002 Brian Hughes 
succeeded Ray Baverstock as manager. At the 
same time the club, having invested the 
proceeds of the sale of Smithsfield in the 
Corinium Stadium at Kingshill, moved into their 
new faciltity and renamed as “The Centurions”. 
This development was followed in November 
2004 by the opening of The Arena, a state-of-
the-art full size indoor training facility. We have 
now been awarded the FA’s “Charter Standard 
Community Club” status and this summer we 
received the 2006 Gloucestershire FA Award 
for “Charter Standard Community Club of the 
Year”, which was presented to Steve Abbley by 
Sir Geoff Hurst.

In May 2006, after four highly successful years 
and having raised expectations at the club, 
Brian Hughes resigned as First Team Manager 
to be replaced by Neil Hards.  Neil had taken a 
year out of football after his achievements at 
Winchester City where they gained “back-to-
back” promotions and won the FA Vase in 
2004. Unfortunately, despite some good early 
performances, the team lacked the necessary 
consistency, and a disastrous run of results 
after Christmas meant they finished in the 
relegation places. However, the club was later 
reprieved from relegation after a number of 
changes were made to club allocations in the 
non-league structure due to club mergers and 
other decisions.

Manager Adi Viveash left the Centurions to 
take up his role as Chelsea and Brian Hughes 
was again called upon to take up the hot seat 
as First Team manager. The 2009 – 10 
seasons proved to be a very successful one 
with the Development squad winning the 
league in their first season and the first team 
gaining promotion via the play offs after 2 very 
good away wins both with late goals.

Manager Brian Hughes managed the clubs first 
season back in the Premier Division in 2010-
2011 and the club finished 13th.  Unfortunately, 
2011-12 saw the heartbreak of relegation and 
our first year back in the South & West division 
saw us finish 10th in the table.

2013-2014 saw the club have its most 
successful season ever gaining automatic 
promotion back to the Southern League 
Premier by clinching the title on the last day of 
the season to beat Merthyr Town to the 
championship. Brian Hughes worked with a 
small squad which managed to overturn a 9-
point deficit and clinched the title last term by 
winning the last 7 games of the season whilst 
everyone else dropped points on the way. 

2016-2017 saw changes at the helm after a 
poor start Brian Hughes was relieved of the 
manager’s job and Charlie Griffin was installed 
as his replacement. The 2017-2018 saw a 
brand-new state of the art 3G pitch installed at 
The Corinium Stadium. 

Today’s Opponents
Cirencester Town History
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After a slow start The Centurions missed out 
on a playoff spot on goal difference and 
disappoint was to follow last season after 
finishing runners up, promotion was denied via 
the play offs losing to Cinderford Town FC in 
the semi-final by 1 goal.

December 2019 saw another change with 
former North Leigh manager John Brough take 
the helm replacing Charlie Griffin after a 
disappointing start to the season. The change 
nearly had the desired effect as the Centurions 
climbed the table with a play off place in sight 
before the season was sadly cut short due to 
the current situation, we find ourselves in 
relating to COVID 19.

2020-2024 was a new era for Ciren with the 
appointment of John Brough. John’s first 
season ended in heartbreak with a loss in the 
playoffs, season 2 was curtailed due to COVID 
when the Centurions were league leaders. The 
last 2 seasons were extremely difficult after we 
were placed in the Central division, missing out 
on the playoffs both seasons by 1 point. 

2024-2025 voluntary relegation to the Hellenic 
league was taken due to the levels of travel 
required in the Southern League, we ended 
our 28-year stay. Following the departure of 
John Brough, we appointed assistant manager 
and ex player James Mortimer-Jones who 
finished a respectable 15th in the league after 
starting pre season with only 2 players from the 
previous season. Jonah rebuilt the side and 
reaped the rewards of his hard work by winning 
the Wiseman Lighting Cup final in his first full 
season in charge

2026-2027 A successful season saw the 
Centurions finish 4th in the league and a semi 
final loss in the play offs to Droitwich Spa 
ended the campaign.

Today’s Opponents
Cirencester Town History
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Today’s Opponents
Cirencester Town Pen Pics
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Today’s Opponents
Cirencester Town Last Season

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Slimbridge 38 26 3 9 94 51 81

2 Roman Glass St George 38 24 5 9 86 51 77

3 Droitwich Spa 38 23 7 8 85 57 76

4 Cirencester Town 38 21 7 10 83 49 70

5 Worcester Raiders 38 21 7 10 73 47 70

6 Corsham Town 38 19 7 12 64 52 64

7 Fairford Town 38 18 9 11 57 40 63

8 Cinderford Town 38 18 8 12 71 54 62

9 Hereford Pegasus 38 15 6 17 72 79 51

10 Tuffley Rovers 38 15 6 17 62 69 51

11 Longlevens AFC 38 14 8 16 61 51 50

12 Highworth Town 38 13 8 17 49 51 47

13 Mangotsfield United 38 12 11 15 50 58 47

14 Westfields 38 13 6 19 51 75 45

15 Hallen 38 10 11 17 51 61 41

16 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 10 9 19 51 77 39

17 Thornbury Town 38 8 13 17 43 66 37

18 Pershore Town 38 9 8 21 38 68 35

19 Cribbs 38 6 12 20 41 73 30

20 Lydney Town 38 6 7 25 38 91 25

2025-2026 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

League Results Home Away

Cinderford Town W 3 - 2 W 4 - 1

Corsham Town W 3 - 1 D 2 - 2

Cribbs W 3 - 1 W 4 - 3

Droitwich Spa W 5 - 1 L 0 - 3

Droitwich Spa - PO SF L 0 - 1

Fairford Town L 2 - 4 W 3 - 1

Hallen D 1 - 1 W 1 - 0

Hereford Pegasus D 4 - 4 W 4 - 0

Highworth Town L 1 - 2 W 3 - 2

Longlevens  W 2 - 1 W 1 - 0

Lydney Town W 6 - 0 D 1 - 1

Mangotsfield  United W 2 - 0 W 3 - 1

Pershore Town L 0 - 2 L 0 - 1

Roman Glass St George L 1 - 2 L 0 - 3

RWBTFC L 1 - 2 D 1 - 1

Slimbridge W 2 - 0 L 2 - 3

Thornbury Town W 3 - 0 D 1 - 1

Tuffley Rovers W 3 - 0 W 2 - 0

Westfields W 5 - 1 W 3 - 0

Worcester Raiders L 1 - 2 D 0 - 0

SEASON 2025-26

Cirencester Town Last Season 
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Today’s Opponents
Cirencester Town Historical Record

FAC FAT Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2011/12 Southern Premier 1QR 2QR 42 7 9 26 40 78 30 22 out of 22 Information not found***

2012/13 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 15 13 14 54 57 57 11 out of 22 Information not found***

2013/14 Southern 1SW 3QR 1QR 42 29 5 8 95 45 92 1 out of 22 Information not found***

2014/15 Southern Premier 1QR 1QR 44 20 12 12 77 54 72 8 out of 23 Information not found***

2015/16 Southern Premier 2QR Rnd 1 46 18 6 22 67 76 60 15 out of 24 Information not found***

2016/17 Southern Premier 2QR 1QR 46 11 9 26 54 92 42 22 out of 24 Information not found***

2017/18 Southern 1W Prelim 1QR 42 22 7 13 93 74 73 7 out of 22 Information not found***

2018/19 Southern 1S 3QR Prelim 38 23 6 9 110 52 75 2 out of 20 Information not found***

2019/20 Southern 1S 2QR Prelim 27 14 3 10 58 38 45 6* out of 20 Information not found***

2020/21 Southern 1S 1QR 2QR 9 8 0 1 26 4 24 1* out of 20 J. Parsons 10

2021/22 Southern 1S 3QR 3QR 36 23 8 5 75 29 77 3 out of 19 J. Parsons 19

2022/23 Southern 1C 2QR 3QR 36 17 7 12 67 39 58 6 out of 19 Information not found***

2023/24 Southern 1C Prelim 1QR 36 16 9 11 66 44 57 6 out of 19 Information not found***

2024/25 Hellenic Prem ExP 1QR** 38 11 6 21 51 72 39 15 out of 20 H. Reeves 12

2025/26 Hellenic Prem 38 21 7 10 83 49 70 4 out of 20 H. Price 38

562 255 107 200 1,016 803 * Position at time season curtailed due to Covid-19

45.4% 19.0% 35.6% ** FA Vase rather than FA Trophy

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst *** Southern League do not use Full-Time & no info on website

178 56 36 86 238 300 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 31.5% 20.2% 48.3%

308 167 58 83 644 382 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 54.2% 18.8% 26.9%

76 32 13 31 134 121 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 42.1% 17.1% 40.8%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Southern League Premier Div

Hellenic League Prem Div

Cirencester Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Southern League Division Ones



35RWBTFC RWBTFCRWBTFC 15

Cirencester Town
Season 2026-27 

Statistics courtesy of Football Web Pages
www.footballwebpages.co.uk
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5
RWBTFC Wins

4 2
Cirenvester T WinsDraws

RWBTFC 16

Previous Meetings
v Cirencester Town

Picture Courtesy of Steve Green

Season Date Comp Result

1988.89 9-Nov-88 Hellenic Div 1 Cirencester Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Drew

1988.89 19-Nov-88 Hellenic Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Cirencester Town 1 Won

1989.90 17-Feb-90 Hellenic Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Cirencester Town 2 Drew

1989.90 4-Apr-90 Hellenic Div 1 Cirencester Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Drew

1990.91 30-Mar-91 Hellenic Div 1 Cirencester Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

1990.91 11-May-91 Hellenic Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Cirencester Town 1 Lost

2024.25 24-Sep-24 Hellenic Prem Royal W. Bassett Town 3 Cirencester Town 2 Won

2024.25 22-Feb-25 Hellenic Prem Cirencester Town 1 Royal W. Bassett Town 2 Won

2025.26 9-Aug-25 Hellenic Prem Royal W. Bassett Town 1 Cirencester Town 1 Drew

2025.26 1-Nov-25 Hellenic LC Cirencester Town 1 Royal W. Bassett Town 2 Won

2025.26 27-Dec-25 Hellenic Prem Cirencester Town 1 Royal W. Bassett Town 2 Won

Match Details
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Men’s Player Kit Sponsorship for Season 2026-27 remains unchanged from last season and individual 
players or members of the management, coaching and medical teams can all be sponsored for a one off 
cost of just £50 for the full 2026-27 Season.

In order to secure a particular player please contact either Mike price (Commercial Manager), Rab 
Macleod (Head of Senior Section - Men) or Paul Gerrish (Club Chairman).
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Player
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RWBTFC FIRST TEAM PEN PICS

 

Joshua Sawyer - Goalkeeper 
Highly rated young keeper who came 
through Chippenham Town’s Academy - 
and was included in their National League 
South squad last season, travelling with the 
team on a handful of occasions as backup 
keeper. Also played for Cirencester Town 
last season in the Hellenic. 

 

Louis Spalding - Defence 
Player returning to Bassett for the 2026-27 
season. The talented left back previously 
made 95 appearances and scored 13 goals for 
Bassett between 2022 and 2025, winning two 
Player of the Year awards. After recovering 
from a long-term injury, he impressed at 
Fairford Town last season. 

 

Jack Coward – Defence  
Joined Bassett from Bradford Town last 
season making 22 appearances and scoring 
twice. Previously also with Calne Town and 
Devizes Town. After an impressive first 
senior season with Bassett, he is set to be 
vice club captain for the 2026-27 Season.   

Ollie Smith – Defence 
Highly talented full back who came through the 
Bassett youth system. Standout performer for 
the Dev team in 24-25, his first year of senior 
football, winning the club’s Young Player of the 
Year. A first team regular last season and joint 
winner of Supporters Player of the Year.  
 

 

Kian McNally - Defence 
A tough tackling, technical defender who 
joined Bassett last season. Plays at either 
left back or centre half. Previously with 
Hungerford Town, Cirencester Town and 
Malmesbury Victoria. Held down a regular 
place in the starting 11 last season scoring 
twice in 36 appearances. 

 

Harry Messenger – Midfield 
Messenger is a highly talented young defender 
who re-joins Bassett on loan from Chippenham 
Town. With Bassett last season, he earned the 
Players’ Player of the Year award, producing a 
number of eye-catching performances. 
Capable of playing either in central midfield or 
across the back line,  
 

 

George Cook – Midfield 
Promising young midfielder who signed for 
Bassett last season. A clever wide player, 
with skill and good pace, he made an 
impression with the Development team in 
the Wilts League before making the step up 
to the First Team. Made 19 appearances 
last season, with one goal to his name. 
 

 

Jack Hobson-McVeigh - Midfield 
Another player returning to the club, the classy 
experienced Kiwi midfielder had a three-year 
spell with Bassett previously, scoring 16 goals 
in 104 games. Spent last season with 
Malmesbury Vics and Fairford Town. The 
former New Zealand youth international is 
something of a set piece specialist. 
 

 

Rudi Hopkins – Midfield/ Forward 
Left-sided winger who joined last season. 
Last season’s Manager’s Player of the Year 
scoring 11 goals in 41 appearances 
Previously featured for the Swindon Town 
Foundation C6 team - including the 23-24 
side that won the Community & Education 
Football Alliance Cup - and Fairford Town.  
 

 

Tommy Ouldridge - Midfield 
Yet another player returning to the club. In his 
previous spell with Bassett spanning from 
2020 to 2025 he racked up 169 appearances, 
scoring 27 goals and established himself as a 
fans favourite who was Players’ Player of the 
Year in 2024-25 A warm welcome back to a 
brilliant individual on and off the pitch. 

 

Henri Parry-Williams - Midfield 
Central midfielder who joined Bassett last 
season making 25 appearances. Spent time 
in Southampton's Academy as a youth and 
then Chippenham Town's Academy and 
was a part of their side that won the Copa 
Catalunya tournament, scoring in the final 
and voted club Player of the Tournament. 
 

 

Ed Taylor – Midfield 
Chippenham Town Academy graduate, who 
made his first team debut for the Bluebirds in 
Season 2024-25 actually against Bassett. 
Successful first season with Bassett in 2025-
26 saw him joint Supporters’ Player of the 
Year, making 42 appearances, scoring three 
goals in an impressive first season. 

 

Freddie Wyatt - Forward 
A talented young forward who made four 
substitute appearances for Bassett last 
season and will now be pushing for more 
game time. Strong and skilful, Wyatt is a 
product of Chippenham Town’s Academy 
and also had short spells with Devizes Town 
and Melksham Town last season. 

 

Nat Bell - Forward 
Strong, aggressive young attacking player  who 
came through the RWBT Youth Section. 
Capable of playing either through the middle or 
out wide who rejoined Bassett last season from 
Calne Town. Returning from an unfortunate 
broken leg that curtailed his 2025-26 Season. 

 

Alfie Presley - Forward 
It is a welcome back to fans favourite Alfie 
Presley for Season 2026-27. The forward, 
who spent last season with Fairford Town 
and Corsham Town, has picked up five 
Player of the Year awards in his previous 
spells with Bassett, having netted 69 goals 
in 156 appearances. This season’s captain. 

 

Finnlay Hopkins - Forward 
Highly talented forward who re-joined Bassett 
last season after a brief spell at Fairford Town. 
Enjoyed a hugely impressive season with 
Bassett in 2024-25, scoring six goals and 
providing numerous assists in 45 appearances 
winning the club's Young Player of the Year. 
Previously with Swindon and Shrivenham. 
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RWBTFC FIRST TEAM PEN PICS

 

Joah Hall - Midfield 
A highly sought-after central midfielder who 
joins Bassett this season from Fairford 
Town. Winner of Fairford’s Supporters’ 
Player of the Year last season and their 
Young Player of the Year in 2024 -24. Also 
boasts Southern League experience with 
Highworth Town and Cribbs. 
 

 

Harrison Edwards - Midfield 
Energetic, all action midfielder with an eye 
for goal, who joins Bassett this season 
from Fairford Town. Made his 
breakthrough in senior football with 
Highworth Town, before joining Fairford 
where he spent the past three season s, 
scoring twelve goals. 

 

Ben Cleary - Forward 
Last season’s top goalscorer who is looking 
to make the step up to the Southern League 
with Slimbridge this season, but who has 
dual-signed with RWBTFC for the 2026 -27 
Season. 

 

Miguel Alves - Midfield 
Midfielder who joined Bassett last season 
after returning from a long-term injury. 
Natural leader who always looks for his 
team to be on the front foot. A product of 
Chippenham Town's academy with 
Southern League experience at Highworth, 
North Leigh and Evesham. 
 

 

Joey Warren - Defender 
A player who has been with Bassett since a 
six year old, A talented, hardworking young 
defender who is looking to break into the 
Men’s First Team this season. Warren spent 
his entire youth career with Bassett - 
including being a part of Bassett’s 
successful U18 sides who finished as 
runners-up in three consecutive seasons . 

 . 

Management Team 

 

Jonathan Aitkenhead - Manager 
Youth section graduate and former senior 
player, appointed as manager in May 2025, 
his first managerial role. Spent his entire 
youth career with Bassett, joining as an U10, 
before progressing into senior football with 
the club, making his debut in 2007-08. Spent 
most of his career in the Hellenic Premier  
with Shrivenham, Highworth and Bassett. 
. 

 

Dan Atkin – Assistant Manager 
A former youth section player  who became 
Bassett’s Men’s First Team Assistant 
Manager in 2025-26. He had rejoined the 
club the previous season in a coaching 
capacity in the youth section before taking 
on the role of assistant to the Development 
Team partway through the campaign.  
 

 

Gary Eggleton - Coach 
Joined Bassett in Season 2025-26 as 
goalkeeper coach. After beginning his 
playing career with New College, Eggleton 
spent the 2006-07 and 2007-08 seasons 
with Bassett, featuring primarily for the 
Reserves while making a few First Team 
appearances. He spent a number of years 
with Highworth Town and also featured for 
Shrivenham in the Hellenic League . 
  

 

Nick Warren - Coach 
Joined Bassett’s Men’s First Team 
coaching staff in Season 2024-25 under 
Sam Collier after managing the club’s U18 
Floodlit team. Been with the club for more 
than a decade, beginning as a manager in 
Bassett’s youth section.  His U18 side twice 
finished as runners-up in 21-22 and 22-23 
and numerous players have made the step 
up from the U18s into Bassett’s men’s  
teams 

Therapist Team 

 

Kara Gregory - Therapist 
Experienced sports therapist who has been 
with the club for over a decade and a half, 
helping Bassett’s Men’s First Team ever 
since Paul Burke was manager. Possesses 
a Higher National Diploma in Sports and 
Exercise Therapy and a BSc in Sports 
Conditioning and Coaching.  

 

Hannah Tubbs - Therapist 
In her second season with the club  Hannah 
is an experienced sports massage 
therapist and personal trainer; currently in 
her third year at university studying 
towards her BSc Hons in Sports Therapy 
with a view to then completing a master’s 
in physiotherapy. 
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RWBTFC Player Sponsors

Player Sponsor Player Sponsor

Josh Sawyer Louis Spalding  Ethan Price

Jack Coward
Bassett 

Bulldogs
Ollie Smith Kara Gregory

Kian McNally
Chris Cook 

Roofing
Harry Messenger John Trollope

George Cook
Chris Cook 

Roofing

Jack Hobson 

McVeigh 

Rudi Hopkins Mick Woolford Tommy Ouldridge Michael Keen

Henri Parry Williams John Trollope Ed Taylor Mick Woolford

Freddie Wyatt Nat Bell

Alfie Presley  Mike Price Finn Hopkins 

Joah Hall Harrison Edwards
Kirkup's Superior 

Exteriors

Ben Cleary Miguel Alves

Joey Warren Ethan Price

Dugout Official Sponsor Dugout Official Sponsor

Jonny Aitkenhead Mark Smedley Dan Atkin Mark Smedley

Gary Eggleton
Maundrell and 

Co Ltd
Nick Warren Bassett Bulldogs

Kara Gregory
Roger 

Williamson
Hannah Tubbs

Pawsome Pet 

Foods

Players

Dugout Management & Therapists
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RWBTFC Hellenic League Stats
Div  Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

1988/89 1 28 11 7 10 50 41 40 5 out of 15 Mick Woolford Damon York

1989/90 1 30 13 8 9 52 35 47 7 out of 16 Mick Woolford Damon York 25

1990/91 1 30 11 8 11 32 36 41 8 out of 16 Mick Woolford Damon York

1991/92 1 32 10 8 14 45 59 38 12 out of 17 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent

1992/93 1 30 8 6 16 40 53 30 12 out of 16 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent

1993/94 1 34 15 8 11 65 57 53 9 out of 18 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent

1994/95 1 38 18 5 15 67 68 59 9 out of 20 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent/Darren Jell

1995/96 1 34 12 9 13 50 64 45 10 out of 18 Scott Vincent

1996/97 1 32 9 8 15 37 50 35 11 out of 17 Ian Curtis/Gary Ashford 8

1997/98 1 32 12 6 14 67 58 42 10 out of 17 Lee Stoddart/Peter Dearlove 10

1998/99 1 32 17 7 8 64 43 58 5 out of 17 Lee Stoddart 17

1999/00 1 28 15 7 6 54 32 52 3 out of 15 Lee Stoddart  

2000/01 Prem 38 14 10 14 54 60 52 13 out of 20 Lee Stoddart 25

2001/02 Prem 42 11 9 22 39 75 42 19 out of 22 Mark Vaughan 14

2002/03 Prem 40 10 10 20 36 70 40 15 out of 21 Geoff Swatton 9

2003/04 Prem 42 11 5 26 38 73 38 16 out of 22 Geoff Swatton 16

2004/05 Prem 42 6 9 27 30 85 27 21 out of 22 Matty Bennett 10

2005/06 1W 34 17 10 7 58 30 61 5 out of 18 Matty Bennett 12

2006/07 1W 34 14 5 15 64 62 47 11 out of 18 Matty Bennett/Steve Yeardley 11

2007/08 1W 34 11 3 20 43 66 36 15 out of 18 Richie Saunders 12

2008/09 1W 32 17 9 6 61 31 60 4 out of 17 Shaun Terry 26

2009/10 1W 30 20 7 3 74 34 67 2 out of 16 Sam Collier 22

2010/11 Prem 42 13 7 22 55 87 46 15 out of 22 Sam Collier 26

2011/12 1W 32 15 7 10 69 47 52 5 out of 17 Matt Bown 18

2012/13 1W 30 22 3 5 75 40 69 2 out of 16 Mark Barnes  32

2013/14 Prem 38 11 12 15 60 60 45 14 out of 20 Levi Cox 14

2014/15 Prem 38 14 9 15 66 80 51 11 out of 20 Dan Bailey 18

2015/16 Prem 38 12 5 21 50 86 41 15 out of 20 Steve Robertson 30

2016/17 Prem 34 15 3 16 61 64 45 11 out of 19 Steve Robertson 27

2017/18 Prem 38 11 6 21 44 85 39 15 out of 20 Sam Collier 11

2018/19 Prem 36 14 7 15 66 71 49 10 out of 19 TJ Bohane 20

2019/20 Prem 27 8 4 15 50 65 28 16* out of 19 Callum Parsons 11

2020/21 Prem 8 1 4 3 8 12 7 15* out of 18 TJ Bohane 11

2021/22 Prem 38 16 6 16 58 66 54 12 out of 20 Alan Griffin & John Mills 16

2022/23 Prem 38 19 8 11 67 50 65 5 out of 20 Alfie Presley 14

2023/24 Prem** 38 23 4 11 66 50 73 4 out of 20 Alfie Presley 16

2024/25 Prem 38 19 7 12 78 58 64 6 out of 20 Alfie Presley 27

2025/26 Prem 38 10 9 19 51 77 39 out of 20 Ben Cleary  20

1,299 505 265 529 2,044 2,180 1,777 * At time season 2019-20 was suspended due to Covid-19

38.9% 20.4% 40.7% ** Excludes play-off game

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts

693 238 134 321 977 1,274 845 34.3% 19.3% 46.3%

226 116 44 66 444 310 392 51.3% 19.5% 29.2%

380 151 87 142 623 596 540 39.7% 22.9% 37.4%

Manager League Records in Hellenic League Era- Up to End of Season 2024-25 Win Honours Won

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Ratio

166 87 33 46 334 239 294 52.4% Twice Hellenic Division One West Runners-up

64 29 13 22 131 101 100 45.3% Wiltshire Senior Cup Winner

66 29 17 20 108 92 104 43.9% Wiltshire Senior Cup Winner

234 101 42 91 400 399 345 43.2% Hellenic Premier Division Play-off Runners-up

58 24 7 27 93 115 76 41.4%

102 42 18 42 165 158 144 41.2%

222 86 50 86 351 349 308 38.7% Twice Hellenic Division 1 Cup Winner & Runner-up once

79 27 14 38 121 173 95 34.2%

66 21 17 28 87 114 80 31.8%

38 11 12 15 60 60 45 28.9%

Jonny Aitkenhead 38 10 9 19 51 77 39 26.3%

154 36 31 87 136 278 139 23.4%

12 2 2 8 7 25 8 16.7%

1,299 505 265 529 2,044 2,180 1,777

* Temporary manager until end of Season 2004-05

Record Known Defeat 1 - 16 v Warminster T (3/11/1945)

Nickname

Record Gate

260 v Fairford Town

144 (up from 140 in 24/25)Average Hellenic Attendance 2025/26

Record Known Win

Chris Jones*

Dave Turner

Dave Warren

Barry Giles

Sam Collier

Rich Hunter

Paul Burke

Mick Woolford

Paul Braithwaite

Kevin Maloney

Jeff Roberts

Pete Yeardley

Dave Warren

  Sam Collier

Barry Giles

Dave Turner

Paul Burke

Paul Burke

16 - 0 v Clyffe Pypard (1933/34)

Premier Division

Division 1 West

Best Gate - 2024/25

2,103 v Swindon Town (1991)

Total

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Bassett

Division 1

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

  Sam Collier

   P.Braithwaite/R.Hunter

  Sam Collier

  Sam Collier

  Sam Collier

  Sam Collier

Jonny Aitkenhead

  Sam Collier

Richard Hunter/Sam Collier

Dave Turner

Dave Turner

Dave Turner

Paul Braithwaite

RWBT F.C. 37 YEARS IN THE HELLENIC LEAGUE

Paul Braithwaite

Dave Turner

Jeff Roberts

Paul Burke

Barry Giles

Pete Yeardley  

Pete Yeardley  

Pete Yeardley  

Pete Yeardley /Chris Jones

ManagerSeason Position

Kevin Maloney

Kevin Maloney

Dave Warren
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Hellenic League Premier Divison
Premier Division Results & Fixtures

Results - Saturday 12th September 2026

Bradford Town 1 - 0 Fairford Town

Hallen 1 - 3 Cribbs

RWBT 1 - 0 Thornbury Town

Thornbury Town 0 - 1 Stourport Swifts

FA Vase

Abbey Hutton United 2 - 0 Pershore Town

Avonmouth (Won 6-5 pens) 2 - 2 Roman Glass St George

Calne Town 0 - 0 Highworth Town (Won 5-3 pens)

Cirencester Town 2 - 1 Corsham Town

Devizes Town 4 - 0 Cadbury Heath

Eversley & California 0 - 3 Mangotsfield United

Hereford Pegasus 0 - 2 Ludlow Town

Longlevens 1 - 0 Radstock Town

Malmesbury Vics 1 - 5 Portishead Town

Welton Rovers 1 - 5 Tuffley Rovers

Westfields 2 - 1 Stone Old Alleyians

Results - Tuesday 15th September 2026

See F A Full-Time or Football Web Pages for results

Fixtures - Wednesday 16th September 2026

Roman Glass St George v Bradford Town

RWBT v Cirencester Town

Fixtures - Saturday 19th September 2026

Corsham Town v Longlevens

Droitwich Spa v Mangotsfield United

Fairford Town v Highworth Town

Hereford Pegasus v Bradford Town

Malmesbury Vics v Hallen

Pershore Town v Devizes Town

Roman Glass St George v Cinderford Town

Thornbury Town v Tuffley Rovers

Westfields v RWBT

FA Cup

Cirencester Town v Farnham Town



20RWBTFC RWBTFC

With most of the division engaged in FA Vase 
Second Round Qualifying action there were 
just four games played in the Uhlsport Hellenic 
League Premier Division with three of those 
four games being decided by a single goal. 

The most dramatic of the 1-0 wins was 
probably here at the Swindon Mercedes 
Stadium where Freddie Wyatt capitalised on 
an error deep into injury time to give Royal 
Wootton Bassett Town their first win of the 
season. The usual excellent match report on 
that game against Droitwich Spa is contained 
elsewhere in today’s programme and can also 
be found on the Club Website along with 
photos from the match, where it is recorded for 
posterity and easily found after more than two 
weeks (unlike any social media post). The win 
for Royal Wootton Bassett Town lifted them out 
of the relegation positions. 

Bradford Town finally brought their miserable 
run of results to an end with a 1-0 home win 
over Fairford Town, Will Taylor with the all-
important strike which saw Bradford Town 
climb to 13th place in the table. 

The other side to win 1-0 were Stourport 
Swifts, as Thornbury Town blew their chance 
to go top of the table falling to their first home 
defeat of the season.

As well as Royal Wootton Bassett Town, 
Cribbs also hauled themselves out of the 
relegation positions winning away at Hallen 
who replace Cribbs in the bottom two. A goal 
from Joseph Davis on 15 minutes gave Cribbs 
a half time lead. Two quick-fire goals at the 
start of the second half through Buster Reed 
put Cribbs in command and whilst Hallen were 
able to pull one back just after the hour mark 
through Cory Baker there was to be no 
comeback as Cribbs ran out 3-1 winners. 

As well as the four league games there were 
11 games played in the FA Vase Second 
Round Qualifying. After those 11 games seven 
Hellenic sides progressed to the First Round 
Proper. Highworth Town needed penalties to 
progress to that next round after their tie 
against Western League side Calne Town 
finished 0-0 at the end of 90 minutes. It was 
Highworth who prevailed in the penalty 
shootout, winning 5-3.
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There was also penalties in the game between 
Avonmouth and Roman Glass St George but 
on this occasion, it was the Western League 
side who game out on top from the spot, the 
Step 6 side knocking out Roman Glass after 
winning the penalty contest 6-5 after it had 
finished 2-2 at the end of 90 minutes.

The other four sides who exited the 
competition were Malmesbury Vics, Hereford 
Pegasus, Pershore Town and Corsham Town. 
Corsham Town lost at the hands of tonight’s 
visitors Cirencester Town in an all-Hellenic 
League Premier Division affair thanks to goals 
from Adam Corcoran and Charlie McCrae. 
Meanwhile Malmesbury Vics were well 
beaten at home by Western League side 
Portishead Town, losing 5-1 at the Flying Monk 
Ground. Hereford Pegasus exited the 
competition after they were beaten 2-0 at 
home by Hellenic League Division One side 
Ludlow Town. Pershore Town lost 2-0 at 
Abbey Hutton United.

The other teams from the Hellenic League that 
are through to the next round all won against 
opponents from other leagues. Goals from 
Dan and Callum Demkiv plus two from 
substitute Jamie Walters gave Devizes Town 
a comfortable 4-0 home win over Cadbury 
Heath from the Western league. 

Longlevens needed just the one goal to 
overcome another Western League side, 
Finlay Gwillam’s first half goal seeing them 
home against Radstock Town.

Mangotsfield United also had a comfortable 
afternoon away at Combined Counties League 
side Eversley & California, goals from Archie 
Morris, Francis McKay and Ricardo Thompson 
giving them a 3-0 win. 

Two goals from both Harley Mustoe and 
Connor Walters plus one from Jorell Sanniola 
saw Tuffley Rovers secure a comfortable 5-1 
away win at Western League side Welton 
Rovers.

Westfields also made it through to the next 
round although it was somewhat tighter in their 
game against Stone Old Alleynians, two goals 
from Tyrese Sibanda seeing Westfields edge it 
2-1.

 

Hellenic Premier Roundup 
Sat 12th September 2026
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Season 2026-27 Men’s First Team 
Fixtures & Results

Opponents H/A Result Crowd Scorers

Sat 01-Aug Hallen A D 1 -1 79 Presley
Wed 05-Aug Bradford Town H L 0 - 4 226
Sat 08-Aug Winslow United (FAC EPR) H L 0 - 2 141
Sat 15-Aug Brislington (FAV 1QR) A L 0 - 1 98
Tue 18-Aug Fairford Town A L 0 - 1 201
Sat 22-Aug Cinderford Town A D 1 -1 127 Spalding
Sat 29-Aug Thornbury Town H L 1 - 2 82 Edwards
Mon 31-Aug Devizes Town A L 0 - 2 292
Sat 05-Sep Pershore Town H L 1 - 2 133 Bell
Sat 12-Sep Droitwich Spa H W 1 - 0 140 Wyatt
Wed 16-Sep Cirencester Town H
Sat 19-Sep Westfields A
Sat 26-Sep Corsham Town H
Tue 29-Sep Tuffley Rovers A
Sat 03-Oct Hereford Pegasus A
Sat 10-Oct Thornbury Town A

Wed 14-Oct Malmesbury Vics H
Sat 17-Oct Hallen H
Tue 20-Oct Highworth Town A
Sat 24-Oct Longlevens H
Wed 28-Oct Malmesbury Vics (WPS) H
Sat 31-Oct Roman Glass St George A
Sat 14-Nov Fairford Town H
Sat 21-Nov Droitwich Spa A
Sat 28-Nov Mangotsfield United H
Sat 12-Dec Cribbs H
Sat 19-Dec Devizes Town H
Sat 26-Dec Corsham Town A
Sat 02-Jan Westfields H
Sat 09-Jan Pershore Town A
Sat 16-Jan Longlevens A
Sat 23-Jan Mangotsfield United A
Sat 30-Jan Hereford Pegasus H
Sat 06-Feb Roman Glass St George H
Sat 13-Feb Cribbs A
Sat 20-Feb Stourport Swifts A
Sat 27-Feb Bradford Town A
Sat 13-Mar Malmesbury Vics A
Sat 20-Mar Cinderford Town H
Mon 29-Mar Highworth Town H
Sat 03-Apr Stourport Swifts H
Sat 10-Apr Tuffley Rovers H
Sat 17-Apr Cirencester Town A

Date
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RWBTFC Attendance Stats
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Season 2026-27 Men’s First Team 
Appearances & Goals

Appearances Starts As Sub Total Goals Apps Goals

1 Louis Spalding 10 10 1 105 14

2 Joshua Sawyer 10 10 10

3 Joah Hall 10 10 10

4 Finnlay Hopkins 9 1 10 68 8

5 Ed Taylor 7 2 9 51 3

6 Thomas Ouldridge 7 1 8 177 27

7 Harry Messenger 7 7 32

8 Jack Coward 7 7 31 2

9 Harrison Edwards 6 2 8 1 8 1

10 Rudi Hopkins 5 2 7 48 11

11 Alfie Presley 5 5 1 161 70

12 Nathaniel Bell 4 3 7 1 20 4

13 Jack Hobson-McVeigh 4 1 5 109 16

14 Henri Parry-Williams 3 2 5 30 1

15 Will Davidson 3 3 27 1

16 Joshua Blyth 3 3 3

17 Freddie Wyatt 2 3 5 1 9 1

18 Joseph Schutt 2 2 4 4 1

19 Ciaran Walsh 2 2 11

20 George Cook 1 3 4 23 1

21 Kian McNally 1 2 3 39 2

22 Joey Warren 1 1 2 3

23 Jacob Ryan 1 1 1

24 Miguel Alves 3 3 9

25 Toby Parker 2 2 5

26 Ben Cleary 1 1 47 20

Season 2026-27 RWBTFC 

Career
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Match Report 
v Droitwich Spa 

Wyatt winner brings joy and relief  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Droitwich Spa 0

Saturday 12 September 2026

It may not have been their best performance of 
the season so far. And it may have come 
courtesy of a gift of an injury time winner. But, 
finally, Royal Wootton Bassett Town have their 
first victory of the 2026-27 season on the 
board.

Seizing on a defensive mix-up, Freddie Wyatt 
scored the only goal of the game as Bassett 
edged out fellow embattled side Droitwich Spa 
in a tense Hellenic League Premier Division 
clash.

His goal, shortly before the final whistle, was 
met with great joy - and a sense of relief - from 
Bassett players, management and supporters.

It came after a match which had seen Bassett 
in the ascendancy in the first half only for 
momentum to switch following the restart. And 
a strong defensive display and outstanding 
performance from young goalkeeper Josh 
Sawyer kept the visitors at bay before Wyatt 
was able to pounce.

Ater a relatively slow start, the ever lively Finn 
Hopkins had the opening pair of chances of 
the match, firing just past the post with a low 
20 yard strike after a Louis Spalding cross was 
only half cleared. He then forced 'keeper Dom 
Roberson into a low save with a snatched 
effort after Nat Bell's well timed tackle forced a 
turnover in possession inside Droitwich 
territory.

Ed Taylor also had a pair of chances for the 
hosts. Moved back into his preferred midfield 
role, the youngster shot narrowly over from 
thirty yards. He then hit straight at Rogerson 
from the edge of the area when well placed 
after Bassett's pressing again gained the ball 
deep in the Droitwich half.

The teams went into the break with the scores 
deadlocked. Bassett had been the more 
threatening of the two sides but that was soon 
to shift as the visiting Saltmen came into life.

There were early signs of what was to come 
as Archie Thurston saw a deflected shot go 
over after beating Jack Coward to a 50-50 
while James Lemon fashioned space in the 
box with a clever turn only to find the side 
netting .

A string of assured saves in a short space of 
time from Sawyer then followed. First he did 
well to keep out from substitute Sam Hurdman, 
tipping wide the forward's near post effort after 
a left wing cross bounced around the box. The 
resulting corner from Perry Moss fell to 
Hurdman on the edge of the box and his 
arrowed effort stung the 'keeper's palms.

Another low save from Hurdman followed. 
Lemon set George Clayton free in the left 
channel. His low cutback across the face of 
goal fell to an unmarked Hurdman whose side 
foot effort from twelve yards was brilliantly 
parried.

Play switched briefly to the other end where a 
stinging Hopkins drive went just wide before 
Wyatt beat the offside trap and saw his tight 
angled strike denied by the feet of Rogerson.

Soon enough though Sawyer was forced into 
action again. He stood tall to hold from Cory 
Rudd's shot from the edge of the area before 
watching as Hubert Zatorski lifted narrowly 
over from a great position. 

With six minutes to go Sawyer made another 
outstanding stop - perhaps his best of the 
game. Moss picked Hopkins' pocket and 
immediately set Thurston in behind with a fine 
through ball. A goal seemed a given. However, 
in a one-on-one situation, Sawyer kept his 
composure to narrow the angle and save with 
his feet.

Then with 90 minutes on the clock a quick free 
kick put Moss through on goal but he struck 
over. 
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Match Report 
v Droitwich Spa 

That was the first chance of a hectic injury time 
as both sides sought not to settle for a draw.

At the other end Kian McNally flashed a 
header just over from a Spalding corner after a 
last ditch tackle had robbed Hopkins of a one-
on-one chance. Droitwich's Hurdman also 
failed to find the target with a headed effort 
from a deep cross.

It thus appeared as though the teams would 
have to settle for a point apiece - an 
unsatisfactory outcome for both teams given 
their early season predicament.

But in trying to deal with a seemingly 
innocuous Spalding ball over the top, centre 
half Sam Carey collided with Rogerson, 
presenting Wyatt with an open goal, which he 
coolly slotted into from an angle.

It was the kind of fortune that Bassett, down on 
their luck in the opening weeks of the season, 
needed.

However, the game was not yet finished. And 
one last opportunity fell to Droitwich but safe 
hands Sawyer was equal to Curtis Smith's 
curling effort from the edge of the box.

Nine competitive fixtures so far this campaign 
had yielded just two draws - with that 
agonising run adding to the nine games at the 
back end of last season in which Bassett had 
also failed to win.

At last though, ten games in, that stretch is 
over - and Jonny Aitkenhead's side can now 
focus on the hard work of starting a positive 
run of results and climbing the table. 
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RWBTFC & The Emirates FA CUP

Season Rnd Opponents Result Season Rnd Opponents Result

1938-39 Pr Wiltshire Mental Hospital A L 0 - 6 2013-14 EPr Totton & Eling H L 0 - 2

1939-40 Pr Frome Town (War) A P - P 2014-15 EPr Brockenhurst A W 3 - 0

1946-47 EPr Dilton Rovers H W 5 - 1 Pr Bradford Town A L 1 - 2

Pr Swindon GWR Corinthians A L 1 - 5 2015-16 EPr Bracknell Town H L 0 - 2

1947-48 EPr Pewsey Vale H L 0 - 2 2016-17 EPr Andover Town A L 2 - 5

1948-49 EPr Swindon BR Corinthians A L 3 - 6 2017-18 EPr Crawley Green H L 1 - 2

1949-50 EPr Warminster Town H L 4 - 5 2018-19 EPr Leighton Town A W 1 - 0

1950-51 EPr Spencer Moulton H W 2 - 1 Pr Lydney Town H D 0 - 0

Pr Devizes Town A L 0 - 4 Pr Lydney Town A L 3 - 5

2004-05 Pr Exmouth A L 2 - 3 2019-20 EPr Aylesbury Vale Dynamos H D 1 - 1

2007-08 EPr Highworth Town A D 0 - 0 EPr Aylesbury Vale Dynamos A L 0 - 1

EPr Highworth Town H W 2 - 1 2020-21 EPr Chipping Sodbury T (W4-1 pens) H D 2 - 2

Pr Bracknell Town H W 2 - 1 Pr Didcot Town A W 2 - 1

QR1 Brockenhurst A D 1 - 1 QR1 Cinderford T (Won 6-5 pens) A D 2 - 2

QR1 Brockenhurst H L 1 - 5 QR2 Oxford City H L 1 - 2

2008-09 EPr Flackwell Heath A D 1 - 1 2021-22 EPr Thornbury Town A W 4 - 0

EPr Flackwell Heath H L 1 - 6 Pr Ardley United H D 2 - 2

2009-10 EPr Westbury United H D 2 - 2 PrR Ardley United A L 1 - 3

EPr Westbury United A W 3 - 2 2022-23 EPr Windsor H D 1 - 1

Pr Brockenhurst H L 0 - 1 EPrR Windsor A W 2 - 0

2010-11 EPr Bradford Town A D 1 - 1 Pr Reading City H W 3 - 1

EPr Bradford Town (W4-3 pens) H D 3- 3 QR1 Paulton Rovers H L 2 - 4

Pr Almondsbury UWE A W 1 - 0 2023-24 EPr Mangotsfield United A L 0 - 2

QR1 Hamble ASSC A D 1 - 1 2024-25 EPr Mangotsfield United H W 2 - 1

QR1 Hamble ASSC H L 0 - 2 Pr Didcot Town H L 0 - 2

2011-12 EPr Radstock Town A L 1 - 2 2025-26 Epr Lydney Town A D 3 - 3

2012-13 EPr Calne Town H W 4 - 2 EprR Lydney Town H W 3 - 0

Pr Hamworthy United H W 1 - 0 Pr Amersham Town H W 3 - 1

QR1 Highworth Town H W 3 - 1 QR1 Torpoint Athletic H L 1 - 3

QR2 Dorchester Town A L 0 - 4 2026-27 Epr Winslow United H L 0 - 2

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC -  Emirates FA Cup Record

Date Round Opponents H/A Result

Winner Loser

8-Aug-25 Extra Preliminary Round v Winslow United H L 0 - 2 £1,125 £375

22-Aug-26 Preliminary Round v Longlevens H £1,444 £481

5-Sep-26 First Qualifying Round v Swindon Supermarine* H £2,250 £750

19-Sep-26 Second Qualifying Round v Weymouth* H £3,375 £1,125

3-Oct-26 Third Qualifying Round v £5,625 £1,875

17-Oct-26 Fourth Qualifying Round v £9,375 £3,125

7-Nov-26 First Round v £47,750 £15,800

5-Dec-26 Second Round v £79,500 £21,200

9-Jan-27 Third Round v £121,500 £26,500

13-Feb-27 Fourth Round v £127,000

6-Mar-27 Fifth Round v £238,500

3-Apr-27 Sixth Round v £477,000

24-Apr-27 Semi-Final (at Wembley) v £1,060,000 £530,000

22-May-27 Final (at Wembley) v £2,120,000 £1,060,000

* Still in competition Total Prize Money Won £375

Prize Money

EMIRATES FA CUP ROAD TO WEMBLEY FOR ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT TOWN  2026-27
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RWBTFC & The FA Vase 

RWBTFC F.A. Vase Record

2001-02 QR2 Calne Town H W 3 - 2 2016-17 QR2 Thame Utd H L 2 - 4

R1 St Blazey H L 0 - 2 2017-18 QR1 Fairford Town H W 3 - 1

2002-03 QR2 Shortwood United A L 1 - 5 QR2 Codicote H W 5 - 0

2003-04 QR2 Bemerton Heath Harl's A L 1 - 4 R1 Ampthill Town H W 2- 1

2004-05 QR1 Wellington A L 0 - 4 R2 Horndean A L 2- 3

2005-06 QR1 Christchurch H D 1 - 1 2018-19 QR2 Bashley H L 0 - 4

QR1 Christchurch A L 0 - 1 2019-20 QR1 New College Swindon A W 7 - 0

2006-07 QR1 Shrewton United A D 1 - 1 QR2 Tadley Calleva A L 0 - 1

QR1 Shrewton United H L 2 - 3 2020-21 QR2 Stonehouse A W 1 - 0

2007-08 QR2 Bournemouth A L 0 - 12 R1 Camelford H W 4 - 0

2008-09 QR1 Buckingham Athletic A W 5 - 3 R2 Bridgwater Town A L 1 - 2

QR2 Henley Town A W 6 - 0 2021-22 QR1 Knaphill H W 1 - 0

R1 Kidlington H W 3 - 2 QR2 Portishead Town A W 3 - 1

R2 Wimbourne Town A L 0 - 4 R1 Downton H W 4 - 0

2009-10 QR1 Hamble ASSC H L 2 - 3 R2 Torpoint Athletic H W 2 - 0

2010-11 QR2 Devizes Town A W 4 - 0 R3 Hamworthy United H L 1 - 3

R1 Cadbury Heath A L 1 - 2 2022-23 R1 Bridport A W 5 - 3

2011-12 QR1 Shortwood United A L 0 - 4 R2 Wellington (W 5 - 4 pens) A D 2 - 2

2012-13 QR1 GE Hamble A L 0 - 6 R3 Corsham T (L 3 - 4 pens) H D 0 - 0

2013-14 QR2 Odd Down A L 0 - 7 2023-24 R1 Elburton Villa H W 2 - 1

2014-15 QR1 Cove A W 3 - 2 R2 Longlevens H W 2 - 1

QR2 Abingdon United H L 2 - 3 R3 Bridgwater T (5-6 pens) H L 2 - 2

2015-16 QR1 Binfield H D 1 - 1 2024-25 R1 AFC Stoneham A L 0 - 3

QR1 Binfield A W 4 - 3 2025-26 QR1 Cinderford T (L 4-5 pens) A D 3 - 3

QR2 Windsor FC A L 1 - 2 2026-27 QR1 Brislington A L 0 - 1

Date Round Opponents H/A Result

Winner Loser

15-Aug-26 First Round Qualifying Brislington* A L 0 - 1 £550 £160

12-Sep-26 Second Round Qualifying Sharpness H £725 £225

10-Oct-26 First Round Proper Shepton Mallet A £825 £250

31-Oct-26 Second Round Proper £900 £275

28-Nov-26 Third Round Proper £1,125 £350

9-Jan-27 Fourth Round Proper £1,875 £600

6-Feb-27 Fifth Round Proper £2,250 £725

6-Mar-27 Sixth Round Proper £4,125 £1,350

3-Apr-27 Semi-final (1st leg) £5,500 £1,725

10-Apr-27 Semi-final (2nd leg)

16-May-27 Final (at Wembley) £30,000 £15,000

* Still in competition £160Total Prize Money Won 

Prize Money

THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY FOR ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT TOWN F.C. FA VASE 2026-27
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RWBTFC Women’s Team

South West Regional Women's Football  League 

Premier Division Season 2026-27

 Pld W D L F A Pts 

1 Portishead 2 2 0 0 6 2 6

2 Yeovil Town 2 1 0 1 4 3 3

3 Poole Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 3

4 AEK Boco 2 1 0 1 3 3 3

5 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 1 0 1 2 2 3

6 Sherborne Town 2 0 1 1 2 3 1

7 Gloucester Town 2 0 1 1 2 4 1

8 B2A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 Yate Town 1 0 0 1 1 4 0
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RWBTFC Women’s Team

Action from the 2-1 
home win over AEK 
Boco. Picture 
courtesy of Alan 
Swan.

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Women's Team

Season 2026-27 - South West Regional Women's League Premier Division 

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Sun 06-Sep-26 AEK Boco H SWRL W 2 - 1 Scott, Young

Sun 13-Sep-26 Poole Town A SWRL L 0 - 1

Sun 20-Sep-27 Gloucester City (FAC 2QR) H FAC

Sun 27-Sep-26 Sherborne Town H SWRL

Sun 04-Oct-26 Yeovil Town A SWRL

Sun 11-Oct-26 Yate Town H SWRL

Sun 18-Oct-26 Saltash United A SWRL

Sun 25-Oct-26 Portishead H SWRL

Sun 01-Nov-26 Gloucester City A SWRL

Sun 08-Nov-26 AEK Boco A SWRL

Sun 15-Nov-26 Poole Town H SWRL

Sun 29-Nov-26 B2A H SWRL

Sun 06-Dec-26 Yeovil Town H SWRL

Sun 13-Dec-26 Yate Town A SWRL

Sun 20-Dec-26 Saltash United H SWRL

Sun 10-Jan-27 Portishead A SWRL

Sun 17-Jan-27 Gloucester City H SWRL

Sun 24-Jan-27 Sherborne Town A SWRL

TBA B2A A SWRL

Goalscorers Season 26-27 League Cup Total

Elle Scott 1 1

Megan Young 1 1

Date
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Match Report 
v Poole Town 

Defeat in Dorset

Poole Town 1

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0

Sunday 13 September 2026

Royal Wootton Bassett Town came up just 
short in their South West Regional Women's 
Football League Premier Division encounter 
away against Poole Town.

Bassett's first away game of the season - 
against the side who pipped them to the 
Division One East title when last league rivals 
in 2023-24, the contest was determined by 
Alice Fisher's fourth minute goal.

With both defences on top, neither side was 
subsequently able to find the game's second 
goal as Poole scraped home.

Tight, often low scoring games in which they 
came out on top were Bassett's forte in their 
Division One North title winning campaign. And 
that continued into last weekend's Premier 
Division opener against AEK Boco which 
finished 2-1 in James Lally's side's favour.

However at Poole, Bassett found themselves 
on the losing side.

The visitors acquitted themselves well though - 
and it's clear Bassett will be competitive at tier 
five.

While just a couple of weeks into the season, 
early results suggests it is set to be a closely 
fought, exciting campaign across the board. 
Indeed, of the seven games played so far, just 
two have been decided by two or more goals.
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RWBT Men’s Dev Team 

Bradford Town Res v Wroughton

Pewsey Vale Dev v Stratton

Bemerton Heath Harl Res v Amesbury Town Dev

Bishops Cannings v Highworth Town Res

Bradford Town Res or Wroughton v Faringdon Town

Calne Town Res v Warminster Town Res

Faringdon Town Dev v Old Town Athletic

Hungerford Town Dev v Down Ampney

Kintbury Rangers Res v Devizes Town Res

Malmesbury Vics Dev W - L Redhouse

Melksham Town Res v Marlborough Town

Park United v Larkhall Athletic Dev

Pewsey Vale v Shrivenham Dev

Pewsey Vale Dev or Stratton v East Hendred

Purton Kingsdown  v RWBT Dev

Purton Kingsdown Res v Fairford Town Res

Shrewton United v Shrivenham

Wantage Town Res v Trowbridge Town

FOUNTAIN TROPHIES CUP

SEASON 2026-27

Preliminary Round 

First Round 

Pld W D L F A PTS

1 Shrivenham 8 6 1 1 31 8 19

2 Melksham Town Res 7 6 0 1 20 6 18

3 Shrewton United 8 5 1 2 27 6 16

4 Faringdon Town 8 5 1 2 22 12 16

5 Bishops Cannings 8 4 1 3 21 26 13

6 Park United 9 3 3 3 17 14 12

7 Larkhall Athletic Dev 5 3 2 0 15 7 11

8 Hungerford Town Dev 8 3 2 3 23 19 11

9 Trowbridge Town 6 3 2 1 13 9 11

10 Royal W. Bassett Town Dev 7 3 2 2 11 9 11

11 Down Ampney 9 3 1 5 16 27 10

12 Pewsey Vale 8 3 0 5 10 22 9

13 Purton Kingsdown 6 2 2 2 13 13 8

14 Fairford Town Res 8 2 1 5 7 18 7

15 Devizes Town Res 6 1 2 3 8 16 5

16 Bemerton Heath Harlequins Res 5 1 1 3 11 11 4

17 Wroughton 8 1 0 7 5 25 3

18 Bradford Town Res 6 0 0 6 4 26 0

Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior League

Premier Division Season 2026-27
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RWBT Men’s Dev Team 
Season 2026-27

ROYAL W. BASSETT TOWN FC DEV - SEASON 2026-27 FIXTURES & RESULTS

CORSHAM PRINT WILTSHIRE SENIOR LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Sat 08-Aug-26 Down Ampney A League D 1 - 1 McGrogan

Tue 11-Aug-26 Shrivenham H League L 1 - 3 R. Hopkins

Sat 15-Aug-26 Trowbridge Town H League D 1 - 1 B. Spackman

Tue 18-Aug-26 Faringdon Town A League L 1 - 2 Ryan

Sat 22-Aug-26 Hungerford Town Dev H League W 3 - 0 Staten, Czekanski, Parker

Tue 25-Aug-26 Park United H League W 2 - 1 Parker, McGrogan

Sat 05-Sep-26 Bemerton Heath Harl Res A League W 2 - 1 Greenouff, M.Spackman

Sat 19-Sep-26 Melksham Town Res H League

Sat 26-Sep-26 Hungerford Town Dev A League

Sat 03-Oct-26 Fairford Town Res A League

Sat 10-Oct-26 Devizes Town Res H League

Sat 17-Oct-26 Bishops Cannings H League

Sat 24-Oct-26 Purton Kingsdown A FT Cup

Sat 31-Oct-26 Shrewton United H League

Sat 07-Nov-26 Purton Kingsdown A League

Sat 14-Nov-26 Park United A League

Sat 21-Nov-26 Larkhall Athletic Dev H League

Sat 05-Dec-26 Faringdon Town H League

Sat 12-Dec-26 Shrewton United A League

Sat 19-Dec-26 Bradford Town Res A League

Bemerton Heath Harl Res H League

Bishops Cannings A League

Bradford Town Res H League

Devizes Town Res A League

Down Ampney H League

Fairford Town Res H League

Larkhall Athletic Dev A League

Melksham Town Res A League

Pewsey Vale H League

Pewsey Vale A League

Purton Kingsdown H League

Shrivenham A League

Trowbridge Town A League

Wroughton H League

Wroughton A League

RWBT Dev Top Scorers League WSC FT Cup Total

Joe McGrogan 2 2

Toby Parker 2 2

Rudi Hopkins 1 1

Ben Spackman 1 1

George Staten 1 1

Karol Czekanski 1 1

Alex Greenouff 1 1

Max Spackman 1 1

Jacob Ryan 1 1

Own Goals 0

11 0 0 11

Date
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Quiz Ladder Answers

1. Jonny Aitkenhead, 2. Sam Collier, 3. Mick Woolford, 4. Jeff Roberts and Paul Braithwaite, 5. Dave 
Turner, 6. Pete Yeardley, 7. Barry Giles, 8. Chris Jones, 9. Fred Beasant, 10. S.H. Clark

RWBT Vets’ (Over 35) Team
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Vets

Season 2026 -27 Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior League - Vets North Wilts Division

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Wed 02-Sep-26 The Royal Oak Utd H League L 0 - 4

Wed 16-Sep-26 Cricklade Town H League

Mon 21-Sep-26 FS Stratton A League

Wed 30-Sep-26 Chiseldon H League

Wed 07-Oct-26 North Swindon H League

Wed 14-Oct-26 Penhill United A League

Mon 02-Nov-26 Stratton A League

Wed 11-Nov-26 Highworth Town H League

Wed 25-Nov-26 Purton Kingsdown H League

Mon 09-Dec-26 The Royal Oak Utd A League

Wed 06-Jan-27 Cricklade Town A League

Wed 13-Jan-27 FS Stratton H League

Wed 20-Jan-27 Chiseldon A League

Thur 28-Jan-27 North Swindon A League

Wed 03-Feb-27 Penhill United H League

Wed 17-Feb-27 Stratton H League

Wed 24-Feb-27 Highworth Town A League

Wed 10-Mar-27 Purton Kingsdown A League

Wed 17-Mar-27 AFC Swindon H League

Thur 25-Mar-27 Nationwide A League

Tue 30-Mar-27 AFC Swindon A League

Wed 07-Apr-27 Nationwide H League

Date

Pld W D L F A PTS

1 The Royal Oak Utd 2 2 0 0 12 0 6

2 Nationwide 2 2 0 0 10 4 6

3 Purton Kingsdown 2 2 0 0 4 1 6

4 Highworth Town 2 1 1 0 5 3 4

5 Stratton 2 1 0 1 6 2 3

6 Cricklade Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 3

7 AFC Swindon 1 0 1 0 3 3 1

8 Penhill United 1 0 0 1 0 1 0

9 North Swindon 2 0 0 2 2 6 0

10 Royal W. Bassett Town 1 0 0 1 0 4 0

11 FS Stratton 2 0 0 2 0 7 0

12 Chiseldon 2 0 0 2 3 15 0

Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior League

Vets North Wiltshire Division Season 2026-27 

Excludes Monday and Tuesday's results
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RWBT Vets’ (Over 50) Team 

Pld W D L F A PTS

1 Goring GB2022 1 1 0 0 8 0 3

2 Easington Sports 1 1 0 0 5 2 3

3 Haddenham Youth 1 1 0 0 5 2 3

4 Chilsley 1 0 1 0 5 5 1

5 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 0 1 0 5 5 1

6 Kingston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 OAP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 Headington Butchers 1 0 0 1 2 5 0

9 Oxford Hongkongers United 1 0 0 1 2 5 0

10 Exiles 1 0 0 1 0 8 0

Oxfordshire Over 50s League Division 2 Season 2026/2027

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Vets Over 50s

Season 2026-27 - Oxfordshire League - Vets Premier League Division 2

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Sun 06-Sep-26 Chilsley A League D 5 - 5

Sun 20-Sep-26 Headington Amateurs H League

Sun 04-Oct-26 Easington Sports A League

Sun 18-Oct-26 Kingston H League

Sun 01-Nov-26 Exiles A League

Sun 16-Nov-26 Goring GB2022 A League

Sun 29-Nov-26 OAP H League

Sun 13-Dec-26 Oxford Honkongers Utd H League

Sun 20-Dec-26 Hazelmere Sports Athletic A League

Sun 03-Jan-27 Haddenham Youth H League

Sun 17-Jan-27 Chilsley H League

Sun 31-Jan-27 Headington Butchers A League

Sun 14-Feb-27 Easington Sports H League

Sun 28-Feb-27 Kingston A League

Sun 07-Mar-27 Exiles H League

Sun 21-Mar-27 Goring GB2022 H League

Sun 04-Apr-27 OAP A League

Sun 18-Apr-27 Oxford Honkongers Utd A League

Sun 09-May-27 Haddenham Youth A League

Date
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IT’S fair to say the summer 2026 Non-League 
transfer window will be remembered for years to 
come. Groundbreaking in fact.

Record deals being negotiated left, right and 
centre with Abdul Abdulmalik’s £1.5m transfer 
from Boreham Wood to Swedish top-flight outfit 
Djurgardens IF topping the lot and finally 
surpassing the £1m paid by Leicester City for a 
certain Jamie Vardy in 2012. Whatever 
happened to him?

But the success stories don’t stop there.

In this week’s NLP, we plotted the rise of three 
more former Non-Leaguers who completed 
huge moves into the Premier League in this 
summer transfer window.  

Iliman Ndiaye, now a Senegal international, 
sealed his £65m move from Everton to 
Manchester City on the same evening Sorba 
Thomas landed his Premier League dream 
when Hull City bought him from Stoke City.

Ndiaye, 26, and Thomas, 27, are the two 
biggest success stories to emerge from Wood’s 
PASE Academy set-up.

Under the guidance of Wood boss Luke Garrard 
and academy head coach Cameron Mawer, the 
pair starred in the club’s Elite youth team, 
collecting national titles and back-to-back-to-
back league triumphs.

And it wasn’t long before they were breaking 
into Garrard’s first team. Ndiaye was quickly 
picked up by Sheffield United where – after a 
loan spell with Hyde United – he started to make 
the name that has seen him go onto Marseille, 
Everton and now Champions League-chasing 
City.

Thomas was more of a regular, playing 77 times 
and becoming a huge part of a promotion push 
before Huddersfield Town swooped.

“We’ve got a really exciting crop at Bedford 
Town and I always tell the players, ‘Yes, it is 
about what you do on the pitch consistently, but 
things aren’t always going to go smoothly for 
you’,” Mawer, who heads up Bedford’s academy 
alongside his role St Neots Town boss told us. 

“It’s the ones who can take that rejection and get 
through it. If you’re not in a pro club at 16, 17, 
there’s a lot of outside distractions that can take 
you off the path.

“It’s the ones who stay focused, keep going and 
keep building every day. Sorbs and Iliman had it.

“I have probably coached thousands and 
thousands of kids. What separates those two is 
that mentality to keep going.

“Nothing could take them off the pathway – girls, 
alcohol, nights out, friends, making money. They 
had no interest in that, they just had interest in 
being the best player on the pitch and getting to 
where they want to get to.”

And more was yet to come.

Also on transfer deadline day, 25-year-old winger 
Femi Azeez completed a move to Brighton & 
Hove Albion after lighting it up in the 
Championship for Millwall. 

It completes a remarkable rise from the Southern 
League East Division to the Premier League in 
eight years.

Having been in Watford’s academy, Azeez left 
and joined Northwood’s youth system where he 
was handed a first-team debut aged 16 by 
Gordon Boateng.

It was in Wealdstone’s youth side where then 
Stones’ boss Bobby Wilkinson first caught a 
glimpse of the talented youngster.

And it wasn’t long before he was starting against 
Uxbridge in the Middlesex Senior Cup before 
making his league debut at home to Eastbourne 
Borough in December 2018.

“I watched him in the youth team, I think on a 
Sunday afternoon, at Wealdstone on the pitches 
out the back,” Wilkinson, the current Swindon 
Supermarine boss told us. “I spotted him in ten 
seconds! I brought him in with me and put him in 
the men’s side. I just had an unbelievable feeling 
about this boy.

Harry Messenger in action v Droitwich Spa
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Men’s Adult Team Sponsors
First Team
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Women’s Team Sponsors

Development Team Sponsors
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Youth & Vets’ Teams Sponsors
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Pitch Side Advertisers



ROYAL WOOTTON

BASSETT TOWN CIRENCESTER TOWN

Referee AR1 AR2

Luke Rees Jason Cuthbert Andrew Lewis

Number Number

Joshua Sawyer Connor John

Louis Spalding Elliott Keightley

Kian McNally Rhys Wells

Joah Hall Ed Scott

Jack Coward Adam Corcoran

Finn Hopkins Jack Horrell

Tommy Ouldridge Jamol Dare

Harry Messenger Fin Bell

Rudi Hopkins Harlie Price

Alfie Presley Sol Pryce

Edward Taylor Joe Turley

Harrison Edwards Aidan Bennett

Nat Bell Jayden Stratford

Freddie Wyatt Jonty Welch

Ciaran Walsh Henry Birkett

George Cook Ben Lodge

Jack Hobson McVeigh

Joseph Shutt

Henri Parry-Williams

Joshua Blyth

Ollie Smith

Toby Parker

Jonny Aitkenhead James Mortimer-Jones
Dan Atkin Sam Farr
Nick Warren Coach: Tom Speers
Gary Eggleton GK Coach: Mike Alexander
Kara Gregory Therapist:

Hannah TubbsTherapist:

 Dugout Team

GK Coach:
Therapist:

 Dugout Team
  Manager: Manager:

  Assistant: Assistant:
  Coach:


