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Men’s First Team 
Bassett Bulletin

The fact that we have used 44 players already 
this season is not a good sign, the season’s 
we have done well have tended to be when we 
have been able to field a regular lineup, but 
hopefully we will be able to start fielding a 
consistent lineup now for the rest of the 
season.

It was a good weekend for the club all-round 
with the Development side picking up their 
tenth win of the campaign on Saturday and 
they have already amassed more points than 
they did the whole of last season, and they are 
only just over the halfway stage. Early 
December sees the big Wiltshire Senior Cup 
game against Warminster Town but before that 
Mark Simpkins side have a big game against 
league leaders Shrewton United this coming 
Saturday at the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground 
as they look to maintain their unbeaten run 
against the league leaders. 

On Sunday the Women’s team maintained 
their unbeaten start to the league campaign 
with a hard fought 2-0 win over Paulton Rovers 
thanks to two second half goals from Lauren 
Bulley to move fourth in the table with games 
in hand over most of the sides above us in the 
table. This coming Sunday sees Bassett set to 
meet the league leaders Whitchurch at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground in what will be a 
vital game in our quest to get promotion back 
to Tier 5.

Back to this evening’s tough game. We know 
we will need to be at our very best to get 
something out of tonight’s game but, as we 
showed against Corsham Town earlier in the 
season, we are capable of beating the top 
sides if we are on our game. Could tonight be 
another one of those nights? Enjoy the match 
and hopefully the club will be celebrating 
another much needed confidence boosting 
win in the bar after the game.

Mark
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GOOD EVENING and welcome back 
to the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this 
Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
fixture against current league leaders Roman 
Glass St George, the oldest club in Bristol.

A warm welcome to all our visitors who have 
made the journey along the M4, we hope you 
enjoy your brief stay with us this evening and 
wish you a safe journey home. 

Whilst playing the league leaders is always a 
difficult game, our record against tonight’s 
visitors is also very poor, with just three wins in 
ten meetings between the two sides, with 
seven defeats including three cup games. In a 
way this is something of a free hit tonight as 
very few will be expecting us to take anything 
out of this game against a side who look set for 
a place in the promotion place offs as they 
move into the second half of the season 
eleven points clear of the sides outside the 
promotion play-off spots. As I said our overall 
record against Roman Glass is not good, but 
our recent record is even worse with five 
defeats in our last five meetings.

However, we come into tonight’s game on the 
back of a confidence boosting win on Saturday 
against Cribbs, another side involved with us in 
the battle to avoid relegation. That win on 
Saturday was vital, especially as Lydney Town 
did what we couldn’t do the previous week, win 
away at Hallen. There is now just one point 
separating the bottom five sides and every 
point is going to be vital from hereon in. 

Once again Jonny has brought in some new 
players with Bonsa Teshome having moved 
across to near neighbours Highworth Town 
and the Lewis twins possibly also looking like 
they might be moving on. Although, all 
extremely talented players and unplayable at 
times, all three were not necessarily the type of 
players you need when you are involved in a 
relegation scrap. I understand we were a much 
more compact and more difficult side to 
breakdown on Saturday and consequently 
much less susceptible to the quick break as we 
had been at Hallen the previous week.  
Concentrate on keeping the goals out and I am 
sure the results will come. Hopefully, Jonny will 
have everyone else available this evening.

Uhlsport Hellenic League 
Premier Division League Table



From The Dugout 
with Jonny Aitkenhead

Good Evening Thanks you all for 
joining us tonight here at the Gerard Buxton 
Sports Ground.

Another weeks of ups and downs, you’re 
probably thinking I should have gotten used 
to this by now. 

After the Hungerford game, this saw a 
number of players call it a day in the blue 
and yellow of Bassett, some through their 
choice, others were on their way anyway. 
This signified a line in the sand for some of 
the poor standards we as a management 
team had allowed to creep in. 

Some players who had been reliable and 
continuously accountable had been 
overlooked for a number of incorrect 
reasons to which I have already apologised 
to them and I will now apologise to you. 

Saturday had a complete different feel to it. 
Players almost looked like they had been 
given a complete new lease of life. The 
weight had been removed and their hard 
work and dedication was rewarded with our 
first three points on the road. 

I could not have been prouder of the group 
that has stuck by the club and decided to 
put right the position that we have all played 
a part in. The game had plenty of drama 
itself, chances, penalties, so on. But the 
mature performance put in by the 13 who 
came along was one that symbolised 
everything that I want from a team that I 
pick to go out and represent this club. 

The football was good when we had the ball 
but the work rate is something that for those 
that were there, has been missing I certain 
departments for some weeks. 

Tonight will hold another tough test with 
Roman Glass, one that the team is realising 
and I sure they will give a display worthy of 
the expectations set then from the 
standards set on Saturday 

Thanks for your continued support.

Jonny A
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First Team Man of The Match 
sponsored by

Thornbury (A) - Jono Peachey-Score

Lydney Town (A) - Bonsa Teshome

Lydney Town (H) - Aaron Voller

Cirencester Town (H) - Ben Cleary

Hallen (H) - Ben Cleary

Amersham Town (H) - Aaron Voller

Fairford Town (H) - Ed Taylor

Cinderford Town (A) - Ollie Smith

Corsham Town (H) - Adam House

Torpoint Ath (H) - Henry Parry-Williams

Mangotsfield United (H) - Jordan Sykes

Highworth Town (A) - Marcel Lewis

Lydney Town (A) - Not awarded

Cribbs (H) - Lewis Hayward

Longlevens (A) - TJ Bohane

Tuffley Rovers (H) - Rudi Hopkins

Droitwich Spa (A) - Finn Hopkins

Westfields (A) - Harry Messenger

Worcester Raiders (A) - Otis Lewis

Pershore Town (A) - Jack Coward

Highworth Town (H) - Marcel Lewis

Cirencester Town (A) - Ed Taylor

Longlevens (H) - Ollie Smith

Hallen (A) - Ollie Smith

Hungerford Town Res - Ben Cleary

Cribbs (A) - Ollie Smith (pictured right)
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Hellenic Premier Division 

League Table

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Roman Glass St George 20 12 4 4 44 26 40

2 Droitwich Spa 19 12 3 4 42 28 39

3 Slimbridge 17 12 2 3 42 18 38

4 Worcester Raiders 17 10 3 4 34 14 33

5 Corsham Town 17 10 2 5 30 21 32

6 Cirencester Town 18 8 5 5 42 24 29

7 Longlevens AFC 19 8 4 7 35 25 28

8 Westfields 18 8 3 7 31 36 27

9 Hereford Pegasus 19 8 2 9 37 41 26

10 Mangotsfield United 18 7 4 7 23 22 25

11 Fairford Town 16 6 6 4 25 19 24

12 Tuffley Rovers 19 7 2 10 25 34 23

13 Highworth Town 19 5 6 8 21 26 21

14 Pershore Town 17 6 3 8 22 31 21

15 Cinderford Town 16 5 5 6 20 24 20

16 Hallen 16 3 5 8 23 30 14

17 Thornbury Town 17 3 5 9 18 31 14

18 Cribbs 18 3 5 10 23 39 14

19 Royal W. Bassett Town 18 3 5 10 20 42 14

20 Lydney Town 18 3 4 11 20 46 13

2025-2026 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division
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Half Time Quiz Ladder
As inspired by QPR Fanzine “AKUTR’s” how far can you climb up the Royal Wootton 

Bassett Town quiz ladder. The questions get progressively harder as you climb the ladder.

Answers on Page 53
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Tonight’s Opponents 
Roman Glass St George

RWBTFC 10

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2010/11 Western League Div 1 N/a N/a 36 10 6 20 43 76 36 15 out of 19 P. Coles 11

2011/12 Western League Div 1 N/a N/a 36 13 10 13 48 51 49 8 out of 19 P. Coles 11

2012/13 Western League Div 1 N/a 2QR 40 9 10 21 49 76 37 17 out of 21 K. Rendall  16

2013/14 Western League Div 1 N/a 2QR 42 16 5 21 78 91 53 12 out of 22 P. Coles 14

2014/15 Western League Div 1 N/a 2QR 42 7 15 20 39 74 36 20 out of 22 S. Bhakerd/A. Hamilton-Dunn 14

2015/16 Western League Div 1 N/a 1QR 40 11 7 22 71 95 40 18 out of 21 A. Hamilton-Dunn/ K.Oni 18

2016/17 Western League Div 1 N/a 2QR 42 16 4 22 72 96 52 15 out of 22 K. Oni 19

2017/18 Western League Div 1 N/a 2QR 42 28 9 5 120 49 93 2 out of 22 R. Radford 26

2018/19 Western League Prem EP 1st 38 8 8 22 55 85 32 17 out of 20 R. Radford 20

2019/20 Western League Prem PR 3rd 29 12 4 13 62 47 40 10* out of 21 R. Radford/ T. Simpson 17

2020/21 Western League Prem EP 1st 12 7 0 5 19 15 21 8* out of 21 B. Bament 9

2021/22 Hellenic League Prem PR 1QR 38 20 3 15 67 49 63 10 out of 20 N. Plummer 26

2022/23 Hellenic League Prem 1QR 2nd 38 19 7 12 76 47 64 6 out of 20 L. Gilchrist 17

2023/24 Hellenic League Prem PR 1st 38 20 2 16 73 62 62 7 out of 20 S. Bennington-Mannings 22

2024/25 Hellenic League Prem PR 4th 38 26 5 7 106 50 83 2 out of 20 L. Davis-Wilson 28

551 222 95 234 978 963 * Position at time that Covid resulted in season being  curtailed

40.3% 17.2% 42.5%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

320 110 66 144 520 608 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 34.4% 20.6% 45.0%

79 27 12 40 136 147 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 34.2% 15.2% 50.6%

152 85 17 50 322 208 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 55.9% 11.2% 32.9%Hellenic League Premier Div

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Western League Premier Div

Roman Glass St George Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Western League Div 1

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Hartpury University 38 27 7 4 87 23 88

2 Roman Glass St George 38 26 5 7 106 50 83

3 Sporting Club Inkberrow 38 23 9 6 70 36 78

4 Mangotsfield United 38 22 10 6 76 30 76

5 Highworth Town 38 21 6 11 76 48 69

6 Worcester Raiders 38 17 13 8 68 40 64

7 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 7 12 78 58 64

8 Pershore Town 38 19 6 13 86 58 63

9 Fairford Town 38 16 10 12 66 50 58

10 Corsham Town 38 15 6 17 62 72 51

11 Tuffley Rovers 38 14 8 16 54 59 50

12 Thornbury Town 38 14 3 21 58 78 45

13 Westfields 38 12 8 18 68 54 44

14 Hereford Pegasus 38 10 9 19 57 69 39

15 Cirencester Town 38 11 6 21 51 72 39

16 Slimbridge 38 11 6 21 61 92 39

17 Longlevens AFC 38 9 8 21 42 73 35

18 Lydney Town 38 10 5 23 51 106 35

19 Malmesbury Victoria * 38 8 4 26 44 105 27

20 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 5 6 27 35 123 21

2024-2025 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

* Points deduction - ineligible player



Tonight’s Opponents

Roman Glass St George

RWBTFC 11

The club Roman Glass St George is the 
result of an amalgamation between Bristol St 
George and Roman Glass. Bristol St George 
was formed in 1882 and is the oldest club in 
Bristol. They were founder members of the 
GFA in 1886 and won the GFA Senior 
Challenge Cup on two occasions 1894 and 
1895 beating Eastville Rovers 3-1 on the first 
occasion.

The club also entered the FA Cup in 1891 
and the inaugural FA Amateur Cup in 1894. 
The current ground at Bell Hill was opened 
with a match between a Bristol & District XI 
and the English champions Aston Villa in 
1894. In 1897 the club turned professional 
and spent two seasons in the Birmingham & 
District League. The club reverted to amateur 
status in 1901 and continued that way until 
joining the Western League in 1928. In 1935 
after struggling financially they dropped out 
and joined the Bristol & District League once 
again. They won the first division only once in 
1949/50 but were always a leading team until 
they became founder members of the Bristol 
Premier Combination in 1957. St George 
played in this league winning it five seasons 
in succession from 1963/64 season to 
1967/68 until they joined the Gloucestershire 
County League on its formation in 1968. 

The Sixties was the Golden era for the club 
as in addition to winning these league titles 
they also managed to win the 
Gloucestershire Senior Amateur Cup, five 
times which included four successive 
seasons. Success was also found in the FA 
Amateur Cup when they regularly took on the 
top amateur clubs in the Country such as 
Hendon, Dagenham, Hayes and Leytonstone 
in front of crowds numbering thousands. 

St George won the County league in 1969/70 
and was runners-up twice before a gradual 
decline in fortunes until in 1987 the club were 
expelled from the league due to sub standard 
facilities. A return to the Premier Combination 
saw a brief improvement resulting in winning 
the Premier Division in 1992/93. With no 
promotion gained the club nosedived and 
were in danger of folding when Roman Glass 
stepped in. 

Roman Glass originated as a street team 
called Wyndham Wanderers in 1960 and 
played in the Bristol Church of England 
League and then joined the Bristol & District 
League in 1974. The club enjoyed moderate 
success gradually climbing the leagues and 
in 1980 changed its name to Roman Glass. 
The club began to decline until in 1990 
Roger Hudd took over as manager and 
steered them to win the Division 4 title the 
club continued to improve gaining successive 
promotions until the amalgamation in 1995.

Roman Glass St George in the Premier 
Combination immediately gained success, 
winning promotion to the Premier Division 
that season and then winning that league in 
1998/99 season to earn promotion to the 
County League. The club won the County 
league in 2001/02 and then season 2006/07 
which resulted in promotion to the Toolstation 
(Western) League, a league the club last 
played in, in 1935.

Following Promotion to step 5 of the pyramid 
Roman glass st George FC had 2 Seasons 
in the Toolstation Western league Premier 
division and  now due to the restructure, 
compete in the Hellenic Premier division.
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Tonight’s Opponents

Roman Glass St George

League Results Home Away Home Away

Brimscombe & Thrupp W 12 - 0 W 2 - 0

Cinderford Town W 4 - 1 D 1 - 1

Cirencester Town W 2 - 1 W 6 - 1 W 4 - 3

Corsham Town L 1 - 2 D 2 - 2 W 3 - 1 D 1 - 1

Cribbs

Droitwich Spa W 3 - 1 L 1 - 4

Fairford Town L 1 - 2 D 2 - 2 W 1 - 0

Hallen W 4 - 3

Hartpury University L 0 - 2 L 0 - 1

Hereford Pegasus L 1 - 2 W 2 - 0 W 1 - 0 W 4 - 1

Highworth Town W 3 - 1 L 1 - 2 W 3 - 1

Longlevens  W 2 - 1 W 2 - 1 W 2 - 0

Lydney Town W 5 - 0 W 2 - 1 W 8 - 0

Malmesbury Vics W 4 - 0 W 7 - 1

Mangotsfield  United W 2 - 0 D 1 - 1 L 0 - 3

Pershore Town W 3 - 1 W 2 - 1 W 3 - 2

RWBTFC W 4 - 1 W 2 - 1

Slimbridge D 2 - 2 W 5 - 1 W 4 - 2

Sporting Club Inkberrow D 1 - 1 W 2 - 0

Thornbury Town W 2 - 1 W 2 - 1

Tuffley Rovers W 3 - 2 W 2 - 1 W 4 - 2

Westfields W 2 - 0 L 3 - 6 W 2 - 0

Worcester Raiders D 0 - 0 D 2 - 2 L 1 - 5

Play-Off

Highworth Town L 0 - 1

RGSG This Season & Last Season
SEASON 2025-26 SEASON 2024-25
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Previous Meetings
v Roman Glass St George

3
RWBTFC Wins

0 7
RGSG WinsDraws
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Season Date Comp

2021-22 10-Aug-21 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Roman Glass St George 2

Bassett Scorers: N/A

2021-22 29-Sep-21 League Roman Glass St George 4 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett scorers: Griffin

2022-23 4-Oct-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Roman Glass St George 1

Bassett Scorers: Presley, Spalding

2022-23 1-Apr-23 League Roman Glass St George 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3

Bassett scorers: Pagliaroli 2, Jones

2023-24 7-Nov-23 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Roman Glass St George 0

Bassett scorers: Chilcott

2023-24 21-Nov-23 L Cup Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Roman Glass St George 3

Bassett Scorer: Ouldridge

2023-24 31-Jan-24 FL Cup Roman Glass St George 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorer: n/a

2023-24 3-Feb-24 League Roman Glass St George 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorer: n/a

2024-25 13-Aug-24 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Roman Glass St George 2

Bassett scorer: Pagliaroli

2024-25 18-Jan-25 League Roman Glass St George 4 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett scorer: Presley

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Griffin, Bampton, Chilcott, Robinson, Case, Softley, 

Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Ouldridge, Presley, Seppard-Cozens

Bassett Team: Foster, Hill, Pitt, Chilcott, Peare, Case, Presley, Ouldridge, Hopkins, Gallagher, 

Pagliaroli. Sub: Moore

Bassett Team: Crowther, H.Walters, M.Jones, Corcoran, Taylor, Robinson, Presley, Pagliaroli, 

Jones, Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, Timbrell, Bowen, Ouldridge

 Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Presley, Packer, Ouldridge, 

Chilcott, Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh

Match Details

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Miller, Dodson, Corcoran, Robinson, Ockwell, Gallagher, Bampton, 

Griffin, Ouldridge, Mills. Subs: Wrona, McIntosh, Davidson

Bassett Team: Ellis, Miller, Cordery, Dodson, Ockwell, Taylor, Gallagher, Bampton, Griffin, 

Ouldridge, Wrona. Subs: Moore, Chilcott

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Robinson, Presley, Ouldridge, 

Whelan, Bennett, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Gallagher, Wrona, Griffin

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Presley, Packer, Ouldridge, 

Chilcott, Gallagher, K.Robinson. Subs: Bennett, Pagliaroli

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Chilcott, Presley, Robinson, Ouldridge, Case, 

Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Packer, Softley

Bassett Team: Foster, Gallagher, Peare, Partridge, Witt, Case, Pagliaroli, Ouldridge, Hopkins, 

Presley, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Grieve, Pettifer, Pitt
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Featured Previous Meeting 
v Roman Glass St George

Late comeback shatters 
Glass as Bassett snatch 
slow burne
Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Roman Glass St George 1

Tuesday 4 October 2022

For the majority of the night, Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town's opening meeting of the season 
with Roman Glass St George had all the 
characteristics of a forgettable midweek 
encounter. No goals, no clear cut chances and 
little real excitement. That changed though as 
the match finally kicked into life in the final 
twenty minutes with a penalty miss, three 
goals - and ultimately an excellent come from 
behind win for Sam Collier's side.

Roman Glass - who had Bassett's number last 
season - should have been on course for 
victory when Shaquille Smith fired into the 
bottom corner after twisting and turning his 
way into the box. But, rather than being his 
team's second goal of the night, it was only 
their first after Lewis Leigh-Gilchrist had seen 
a weak penalty saved by Matt Crowther 
minutes earlier.

Demonstrating the character that has seen 
them fight back to salvage something late on 
in three of their past four games, Bassett 
quickly restored parity as Louis Spalding 
tapped in at the far post.

The game was now there for the taking - and it 
was the hosts who seized all three points as 
patient build up play down the right saw 
Tommy Ouldridge feed a pass to the 
overlapping Scott Chilcott, who crossed for an 
unmarked Alfie Presley to headed in from six 
yards out.

With Worcester Raiders suffering a first defeat 
of the campaign, Bassett are now back up into 
third. After eleven games this is now by a clear 
distance Bassett's best start to a Hellenic 
League Premier Division campaign.

And long may it continue.

RWBTFC 14

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Roman Glass St George 1

Bassett Scorers: Presley, Spalding

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Robinson, Presley, Ouldridge, 

Whelan, Bennett, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Gallagher, Wrona, Griffin
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Match Report v 

Hungerford Town Res (H)

Hungerford edge high 
scoring affair

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3
Hungerford Town Res 4

Tuesday 18th November 2025

Royal Wootton Bassett Town fell to defeat by 
the odd goal in seven against Hungerford 
Town Reserves in a high scoring Wiseman 
Lighting Floodlit Cup third round thriller.

With the fixture sandwiched between two big 
league games, Bassett manager Jonny 
Aitkenhead used the cup contest as a 
chance to shuffle his pack, with a number of 
changes, including granting debuts to 
Thomas Suter and Lewis Thorne.

And Bassett made a strong start with two 
regulars involved in the opening goal on the 
quarter hour mark when Ben Cleary snuck 
home the rebound after Marcel Lewis' free 
kick was tipped onto the post by Hungerford 
'keeper Alex Braidwood.

But, after a lull in proceedings, the Crusaders 
drew level shortly before the interval when 
James Tomlinson latched onto a through ball 
and slotted past Adam House.

The hosts pulled ahead early in the second 
half when Dylan Griffin fired in a fine strike 
from distance.

That followed an early spell of dominance 
from Bassett as they were quick out of the 
blocks.

However, they let their guard slip shortly after 
taking the lead for the second time and 
Tomlinson equalised again on 51 minutes as 
he capitalised on Bassett's failure to clear. 

A similar failure shortly after the hour mark 
led to Hungerford's third. Adam House did 
well to steer behind for a corner, but the 
resulting set piece was headed in by 
Hungerford's Fabio Lopes as the visitors 
took the lead for the first time on the night.

And Bassett had House to thank for keeping 
them in the game. He made two outstanding 
saves to deny Jacob Bancroft, first denying 
the forward in a one-on-one before guiding a 
second effort onto the post.

Those saves looked as though they would be 
key as Kian McNally scrambled home an 
equaliser after Braidwood failed to claim a 
Lewis corner.

Parity didn't last long though as Bancroft 
finally got the better of House to make it 4-3.

There was still time left for Bassett to try and 
fashion another equaliser but a crucial save 
from Braidwood kept Hungerford in front as 
they held on for victory.
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Bassett dig deep for 
vital victory

Cribbs 1
Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Saturday 22nd November 2025

Character is going to be key if Royal 
Wootton Bassett Town are going to haul 
themselves out of danger in the Hellenic 
League Premier Division - and players with 
the stomach for the fight.

The thirteen players who put in a shift across 
a tense ninety minutes away at Cribbs 
certainly demonstrated the qualities that are 
needed.

And their dogged, determined display earned 
a vital 2-1 victory for Jonny Aitkenhead's side 
against opponents who also find themselves 
fighting at the wrong end of the table.

At times it wasn't pretty - particularly towards 
the end when Cribbs applied intense 
pressure. And Bassett (finally) had some 
good fortune with the hosts missing a second 
half penalty.

But Bassett also demonstrated their quality 
with the ball - and that was key to what 
proved to be the winning goal, scored by 
Dylan Griffin in the game's 27th minute.

The first chance of the match fell to Cribbs 
right back Corey Stock whose powerful 20 
yard drive stung the palms of Lewis Clark 
with an offside flag helpfully denying Kosuke 
Ono the opportunity to follow up with the 
rebound.

Bassett should then have led on 14 minutes 
when a slip from captain Oscar Sullivanset 
Ben Cleary through on goal. The striker did 
almost everything right, slowing things down 
as he bore down on goal. However when it 
came to the shot he somehow skewed wide.

At that point the Bassett faithful may have 
been thinking it was going to be one of those 
days.

And that feeling would have strengthened 
four minutes later when Cribbs took the lead. 
Beating Clark to the loose ball after the 
Bassett' keeper spilled Arran Sweete's free 
kick, Sullivan earned his team a penalty. And 
Sweete stepped forward, coolly sending 
Clark the wrong way.

Bassett quickly got back on terms though. 
Ollie Smith whipped in a fine cross that Hugo 
Kemmery spilled at the left post. George 
Cook then kept things a life, teasing a ball 
back in that Cleary, with his back to goal, 
hooked in with an impressive close range 
acrobatic effort.

That was redemption for Cleary - and for 
Bassett. And the visitors were soon ahead.

Their second goal was a beautiful team 
effort. Intricate play involving Griffin, Gabe 
Reivers, Ed Taylor and Cleary saw Bassett 
weave a way through congested space in the 
heart of the pitch. That set free Griffin, whose 
quick feet opened up room to poke an effort 
that nestled in the bottom corner via a 
deflection.

Bassett now held the upper hand though 
Cribbs avoided falling further behind. They 
came close on the stroke of half time too 
when Louie Farrow's back post headed was 
palmed away by Clark.

The second half saw Bassett start well 
enough. Cribbs were held at bay while 
Cleary forced Kemmery to parry with a 
flicked near post header from a Smith cross.

But as the half went on, Cribbs asserted 
greater control and Bassett started to open 
up.

Both Sweete and Anthony Essono could only 
snatch at chances when Bassett failed to 
deal with balls into the box. 

Match Report v 

Cribbs (A)
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Match Report v 

Cribbs (A)
Then with twenty minutes to go, Joe Davis - 
with his back to goal and just inside the box 
- was felled, giving Cribbs a second spot 
kick. Sweete took the honours again but this 
time ballooned his shot over the bar.

Cribbs continued to probe with Bassett - 
desperate for a win - switching systems to 
deal with the fact they were being forced 
deeper and deeper.

But while they bent, Bassett did not break, 
with the closest Cribbs came to snatching 
an equaliser coming in injury time when 
Clark fisted a low Sweete drive away after 
Max Kendle's long throw fell for him on the 
edge of the area.

The full time whistle soon arrived and 
Bassett could finally breathe. Finally they 
were winners in the league again, their 
victory coming courtesy of a gutsy team 
effort

Player of the Match: Ollie Smith - it was 
another impressive display from the young 
full back who made his mark at both ends of 
the pitch, teeing up Bassett's equaliser 
while producing a solid defensive 
performance. 

Next Up for RWBTFC First Team

Saturday 29 November 2025

v Cinderford Town (Away)

The Causeway, Edge Hills Road, Cinderford, Gloucestershire, GL14 2QH
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RWBTFC First Team Pen Pics
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RWBTFC First Team Pen Pics
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RWBTFC Player Sponsors
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RWBTFC Player Sponsors

Men’s Player Kit Sponsorship for 
Season 2025-26 remains unchanged from 
last season and individual players or 
members of the management, coaching and 
medical teams can all be sponsored for a 
one off cost of just £50 for the full 2025-26 
Season.

In order to secure a particular player 
please contact either Mike price 
(Commercial Manager), Rab Macleod 
(Head of Senior Section - Men) or Paul 
Gerrish (Club Chairman).
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Hellenic Premier Division

Saturday’s Results

Midweek Fixtures
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Hellenic Premier Division 
Roundup - Sat Nov 22

RWBTFC RWBTFC

Whilst Royal Wootton Bassett Town were 
picking up those three vital points away at 
Cribbs (see elsewhere in tonight’s 
programme for the match report) tonight’s 
opponents Roman Glass St George were 
being held to a 0-0 draw at home by 
Worcester Raiders but the point was 
enough to see them sit top of the table going 
into this week’s midweek fixtures. Worcester 
Raiders meanwhile remain in fourth spot in 
the table.

Droitwich Spa were also dropping points at 
the top of the table, finding themselves on 
the wrong end of a 5-1 score line away at 
Cirencester Town with Harlie Price hitting a 
hat-trick and Aiden Bennett and Kyle Pitts 
adding one each/ Sam Hurdman had given 
visitors Droitwich a 1-0 half time lead but the 
second half showing will be one they will 
want to forget quickly.

Slimbridge maintained their push for the title 
with a 3-1 home win over Hereford Pegasus 
thanks to goals from Jack Smith, Ryan 
Ponting and Aaron Rainford Evans-Harriott 
to sit two points behind leaders Roman 
Glass St George with three games in hand.

Corsham Town suffered a setback when 
they were beaten 3-2 away at Highworth 
Town. On target for Highworth were former 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town players Rhys 
Wells and Bailey Gallagher, with Harry 
Titchener getting the other Highworth Town 
goal, Neikell Plummer and Lewis Gilchrist 
with the Corsham goals.

RWBTFC 25

At the bottom of the table Lydney Town 
picked up three vital points away at Hallen 
with Lee Smith, Morgan Ewing and Aaron 
Jenkins getting the goals in a 3-1 win, Elliot 
Gardner who had inflicted most of the 
damage to Bassett the previous week with 
the Hallen goal.

An 85th minute goal from Fin Gwillim was 
enough to give Longlevens all three points 
away at Mangotsfield United who have now 
just won once in their last five league games 
and have fallen away from the play-off zone.

The other three games in the division all 
finished in draws. The game between 
Pershore Town and Cinderford Town saw 
the two defences on top with neither side 
able to find the back of the net as it finished 
0-0.

Sam Collier’s Fairford Town side were held 
to a 1-1 draw at home by Tuffley Rovers, 
Sol Pryce scoring for Fairford and Karnell 
Chambers with the Tuffley goal. 

It was a similar score line at Thornbury 
Town where visitors Westfields returned 
home with a point thanks to a George Clarke 
goal.
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RWBTFC Hellenic League Stats
Historic League Record, Managers, Top Scorers

Div  Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

1988/89 1 28 11 7 10 50 41 40 5 out of 15 Mick Woolford Damon York

1989/90 1 30 13 8 9 52 35 47 7 out of 16 Mick Woolford Damon York 25

1990/91 1 30 11 8 11 32 36 41 8 out of 16 Mick Woolford Damon York

1991/92 1 32 10 8 14 45 59 38 12 out of 17 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent

1992/93 1 30 8 6 16 40 53 30 12 out of 16 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent

1993/94 1 34 15 8 11 65 57 53 9 out of 18 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent

1994/95 1 38 18 5 15 67 68 59 9 out of 20 Mick Woolford Scott Vincent/Darren Jell

1995/96 1 34 12 9 13 50 64 45 10 out of 18 Scott Vincent

1996/97 1 32 9 8 15 37 50 35 11 out of 17 Ian Curtis/Gary Ashford 8

1997/98 1 32 12 6 14 67 58 42 10 out of 17 Lee Stoddart/Peter Dearlove 10

1998/99 1 32 17 7 8 64 43 58 5 out of 17 Lee Stoddart 17

1999/00 1 28 15 7 6 54 32 52 3 out of 15 Lee Stoddart  

2000/01 Prem 38 14 10 14 54 60 52 13 out of 20 Lee Stoddart 25

2001/02 Prem 42 11 9 22 39 75 42 19 out of 22 Mark Vaughan 14

2002/03 Prem 40 10 10 20 36 70 40 15 out of 21 Geoff Swatton 9

2003/04 Prem 42 11 5 26 38 73 38 16 out of 22 Geoff Swatton 16

2004/05 Prem 42 6 9 27 30 85 27 21 out of 22 Matty Bennett 10

2005/06 1W 34 17 10 7 58 30 61 5 out of 18 Matty Bennett 12

2006/07 1W 34 14 5 15 64 62 47 11 out of 18 Matty Bennett/Steve Yeardley 11

2007/08 1W 34 11 3 20 43 66 36 15 out of 18 Richie Saunders 12

2008/09 1W 32 17 9 6 61 31 60 4 out of 17 Shaun Terry 26

2009/10 1W 30 20 7 3 74 34 67 2 out of 16 Sam Collier 22

2010/11 Prem 42 13 7 22 55 87 46 15 out of 22 Sam Collier 26

2011/12 1W 32 15 7 10 69 47 52 5 out of 17 Matt Bown 18

2012/13 1W 30 22 3 5 75 40 69 2 out of 16 Mark Barnes  32

2013/14 Prem 38 11 12 15 60 60 45 14 out of 20 Levi Cox 14

2014/15 Prem 38 14 9 15 66 80 51 11 out of 20 Dan Bailey 18

2015/16 Prem 38 12 5 21 50 86 41 15 out of 20 Steve Robertson 30

2016/17 Prem 34 15 3 16 61 64 45 11 out of 19 Steve Robertson 27

2017/18 Prem 38 11 6 21 44 85 39 15 out of 20 Sam Collier 11

2018/19 Prem 36 14 7 15 66 71 49 10 out of 19 TJ Bohane 20

2019/20 Prem 27 8 4 15 50 65 28 16* out of 19 Callum Parsons 11

2020/21 Prem 8 1 4 3 8 12 7 15* out of 18 TJ Bohane 11

2021/22 Prem 38 16 6 16 58 66 54 12 out of 20 Alan Griffin & John Mills 16

2022/23 Prem 38 19 8 11 67 50 65 5 out of 20 Alfie Presley 14

2023/24 Prem** 38 23 4 11 66 50 73 4 out of 20 Alfie Presley 16

2024/25 Prem 38 19 7 12 78 58 64 6 out of 20 Alfie Presley 27

1,261 495 256 510 1,993 2,103 1,738 * At time season 2019-20 was suspended due to Covid-19

39.3% 20.3% 40.4% ** Excludes play-off game

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts

617 209 118 290 848 1,139 742 33.9% 19.1% 47.0%

226 116 44 66 444 310 392 51.3% 19.5% 29.2%

380 151 87 142 623 596 540 39.7% 22.9% 37.4%

Manager League Records in Hellenic League Era- Up to End of Season 2024-25 Win Honours Won

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Ratio

166 87 33 46 334 239 294 52.4% Twice Hellenic Division One West Runners-up

64 29 13 22 131 101 100 45.3% Wiltshire Senior Cup Winner

66 29 17 20 108 92 104 43.9% Wiltshire Senior Cup Winner

234 101 42 91 400 399 345 43.2% Hellenic Premier Division Play-off Runners-up

58 24 7 27 93 115 76 41.4%

102 42 18 42 165 158 144 41.2%

222 86 50 86 351 349 308 38.7% Twice Hellenic Division 1 Cup Winner & Runner-up once

79 27 14 38 121 173 95 34.2%

66 21 17 28 87 114 80 31.8%

38 11 12 15 60 60 45 28.9%

154 36 31 87 136 278 139 23.4%

12 2 2 8 7 25 8 16.7%

1,261 495 256 510 1,993 2,103 1,738

* Temporary manager until end of Season 2004-05

RWBT F.C. 37 YEARS IN THE HELLENIC LEAGUE

Paul Braithwaite

Dave Turner

Jeff Roberts

Paul Burke

  Sam Collier

Richard Hunter/Sam Collier

Dave Turner

Dave Turner

Dave Turner

  Sam Collier

   P.Braithwaite/R.Hunter

  Sam Collier

  Sam Collier

  Sam Collier

Barry Giles

Pete Yeardley  

Pete Yeardley  

Pete Yeardley  

Pete Yeardley /Chris Jones

Paul Braithwaite

ManagerSeason Position

Total

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Bassett

Division 1

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

16 - 0 v Clyffe Pypard (1933/34)

Premier Division

Division 1 West

Best Gate - 2024/25

2,103 v Swindon Town (1991)

Kevin Maloney

  Sam Collier

Kevin Maloney

Dave Warren

Dave Warren

  Sam Collier

Barry Giles

Dave Turner

Paul Burke

Paul Burke

Chris Jones*

Dave Turner

Dave Warren

Barry Giles

Sam Collier

Rich Hunter

Paul Burke

Mick Woolford

Paul Braithwaite

Kevin Maloney

Jeff Roberts

Pete Yeardley

Record Known Defeat 1 - 16 v Warminster T (3/11/1945)

Nickname

Record Gate

260 v Fairford Town

140 (down from 166 in 24/25)Average Hellenic Attendance 2024/25

Record Known Win
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First Team 
Attendance Statistics
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Season 2025-26 Men’s First Team 
Fixtures & Results

Opponents H/A Result Crowd Scorers

Tue 29-Jul Thornbury Town A L 0 - 2 182
Sat 02-Aug Lydney Town (FAC EP) A D 3 - 3 177 Cleary 2, Teshome

Wed 06-Aug Lydney Town (FAC EP Replay) H W 3 - 0 192 Cleary, Teshome, M. Lewis
Sat 09-Aug Cirencester Town H D 1 - 1 190 Cleary
Wed 13-Aug Hallen H D 0 - 0 165
Sat 16-Aug Amersham Town (FAC Pre) H W 3 - 1 187 Cleary, Voller, M. Lewis
Wed 20-Aug Fairford Town H L 0 - 4 341
Sat 23-Aug Cinderford Town (FAV 1QR) A L 3 - 3* 173 Peachey-Score 2, Williams
Mon 25-Aug Corsham Town H W 2 - 1 195 Cleary, Williams
Sat 30-Aug Torpoint Athletic (FAC 1QR) H L 1 - 3 165 M. Lewis
Wed 03-Sep Mangotsfield United H L 0 - 2 172
Sat 06-Sep Highworth Town A L 0 - 1 167
Sat 13-Sep Lydney Town A L 0 - 3 67
Sat 20-Sep Cribbs H W 3 - 1 93 M.Lewis, Teshome, Clark
Wed 24-Sep Longlevens A L 2 - 6 114 Cleary, R.Hopkins
Sat 27-Sep Tuffley Rovers H L 1 - 2 85 R.Hopkins
Sat 04-Oct Droitwich Spa A L 1 - 2 223 Anderson
Sat 11-Oct Westfields A D 1 - 1 172 F. Hopkins
Sat 18-Oct Worcester Raiders A L 2 - 7 Cleary, OG
Sat 25-Oct Pershore Town A D 1 - 1 108 Cleary

Wed 29-Oct Highworth Town (WPS 1) H L  2- 2* 174 Cleary, O.Lewis (L 4-5 pens)
Sat 01-Nov Cirencester Town (UHL CC 3) A W 2 - 1 110 Cleary, OG
Sat 08-Nov Longlevens H D 1 - 1 76 R.Hopkins
Sat 15-Nov Hallen A L 3 - 6 55 M. Lewis 2, Cook
Tue 18-Nov Hungerford Town Reserves (FL3) H L 3 - 4 85 Cleary, Griffin, McNally
Sat 22-Nov Cribbs A W 2 - 1 53 Cleary, Griffin  
Tue 25-Nov Roman Glass St George H
Sat 29-Nov Cinderford Town A
Sat 06-Dec Pershore Town H
Sat 13-Dec Worcester Raiders (UHL CC 4) H
Sat 20-Dec Droitwich Spa H
Sat 27-Dec Cirencester Town A
Sat 03-Jan Westfields H
Sat 10-Jan Slimbridge H
Sat 24-Jan Hereford Pegasus A
Sat 31-Jan Lydney Town H
Sat 07-Feb Slimbridge A
Sat 14-Feb Tuffley Rovers A
Sat 21-Feb Cinderford Town H
Sat 28-Feb Corsham Town A
Sat 07-Mar Roman Glass St George A
Sat 21-Mar Worcester Raiders H
Sat 28-Mar Thornbury Town H
Sat 04-Apr Mangotsfield United A
Mon 06-Apr Highworth Town H
Sat 11-Apr Hereford Pegasus H
Sat 18-Apr Fairford Town A

* Lost on penalties

Date
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Season 2025-26 Men’s First Team 
Line Ups
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Appearances & Goals Statistics

Appearances Starts As Sub Total Goals Apps Goals

1 Ben Cleary 21 4 25 13 25 13

2 Marcel Lewis 19 4 23 4 25 4

3 Bonsa Teshome 14 9 23 3 23 3

4 Ed Taylor 16 6 22 22

5 Rudi Hopkins 16 5 21 3 21 3

6 Oliver Smith 19 1 20 26

7 Jordan Sykes 17 3 20 20

8 Kian McNally 18 1 19 1 19 1

9 Lewis Hayward 10 8 18 18

10 Lewis Clark 14 1 15 1 15 1

11 Kassa Anderson 6 8 14 1 14 1

12 Henri Parry-Williams 10 2 12 12

13 Kye Williams 8 4 12 2 12 2

14 Noah Cranswick-Coates 11 11 18

15 Otis Lewis 8 2 10 1 10 1

16 Jono Peachey-Score 6 4 10 2 10 2

17 Aaron Voller 9 9 1 9 1

18 Adam House 8 8 12

19 Finnlay Hopkins 7 1 8 1 53 7

20 TJ Bohane 4 4 8 73 38

21 Harry Messenger 7 7 7

22 Jack Coward 7 7 7

23 Dylan Griffin 2 5 7 2 11

24 Gabriel Reivers 5 1 6 6

25 Ben Spackman 4 1 5 5

26 Miguel Alves 2 3 5 5

27 Omaree Cox 5 5 5

28 Finlay Tombs 4 4 4

29 Harvey Fox 4 4 4

30 George Cook 1 3 4 4

31 Fraser Needham 2 2 2

32 Henry Sandys-Lumsdaine 2 2 2

33 Terry Francis 2 2 2

34 Prince Nyongolo 2 2 2

35 Joe McGrogan 1 1 1

36 Lewis Thorne 1 1 1

37 Thomas Suter 1 1 1

38 Afonso Ferriera 1 1 2

39 Charlie King 1 1 1

40 Dikshant Raut 1 1 1

41 George Knight 1 1 1

42 Jazz Wallace 1 1 1

43 Nelson Ero 1 1 2

44 Toby Parker 1 1 1

Own Goals 2

Season 2025-26 RWBTFC 

Career
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Do you sew or cut fabric using scissors? 

Then you NEED Sew&Stow V3

The amazing ECO friendly cuttingboard to create a 
sturdy cutting space in seconds. Imperial and metric 
grids, bias cut lines and circular templates.
When you're done for the day, just stow it away.

Checkout this problem solving tool online. 
Enter RWB10 to receive a £10 discount.
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League Cups Season 2024-25

Marsh Challenge Cup

Challenge Cup - Winners

1998-99 Burnham

1999-00 Swindon Supermarine 

2000-01 Carterton Town

2001-02 Gloucester United 

2002-03 Yate Town

2003-04 Didcot Town 

2004-05 Didcot Town 

2005-06 Didcot Town 

2006-07 Hungerford Town 

2007-08 Hungerford Town

2008-09 Almondsbury Town 

2009-10 Ardley United 

2010-11 HolyportHolyport

2011-12 Highworth Town 

2012-13 Oxford City Nomads 

2013-14 Ascot United

2014-15 Ardley United 

2015-16 Flackwell Heath 

2016-17 Bracknell Town 

2017-18 Bracknell Town 

2018-19 Ascot United

2019-20 Not awarded due to Covid-19 

2020-21 Kidlington Reserves

2021-22 Cribbs

2022-23 Pershore Town 

2023-24 Corsham Town 

2024-25      Hartpury University

Alcester Town 2 - 2 Ludlow Town  (2-3 pens)

Bourton Rovers Dev 0 - 5 Wantage Town

Brimscombe & Thrupp  (5-3 pens) 1 - 1 Shortwood United

Chipping Sodbury Town 2 - 2 University of Bristol  (3-4 pens)

Headington Amateurs 2 - 1 Hungerford Town Res

Newent Town 5 - 1 UDA Glos Development

Thame United Res 3 - 0 Clanfield 85

Woodford United 0 - 1 FC Stratford

Bewdley Town 12 - 0 Evesham United Reserves

Carterton 3 - 0 Redditch Borough

Cheltenham Saracens  (6-5 pens) 1 - 1 Newent Town

FC Stratford 4 - 1 Easington Sports Dev

Hambledon L - W Eversley & California Res

Headington Amateurs 2 - 0 Banbury United Dev

Kidlington Dev 0 - 10 Brismscombe & Thrupp

Ludlow Town 1 - 2 Wellington

Malmesbury Victoria 2 - 0 Thame United Reserves

Penn & Tylers Green United 4 - 3 Marlow Reserves

Stonehouse Town 3 - 1 University of Bristol

Wantage Town 6 - 0 Ardley United Res

Brimscombe & Thrupp 1 - 2 Highworth Town

Carterton 1 - 4 Pershore Town

Cinderford Town 0 - 2 Longlevens AFC

Cirencester Town 1 - 2 Royal W. Bassett Town

Cribbs 1 - 1 Cheltenham Sara  (Won 4-3 pens)

Droitwich Spa 2 - 1 FC Stratford

Fairford Town 8 - 0 Penn & Tylers Green United

Hallen 4 - 3 Thornbury Town

Hereford Pegasus 3 - 0 Bewdley Town

Mangotsfield United 6 - 0 Malmesbury Victoria

Slimbridge 3 - 1 Corsham Town

Stonehouse Town 3 - 0 Wellington

Tuffley Rovers W - L Eversley & California Res

Wantage Town 3 - 0 Lydney Town

Westfields 5 - 1 Headington Amateurs

Worcester Raiders 3 - 2 Roman Glass St George

Cheltenham Saracens v Fairford Town

Hallen v Highworth Town

Longlevens AFC v Mangotsfield United

Pershore Town v Hereford Pegasus

Royal Wootton Bassett Town v Worcester Raiders

Slimbridge v Westfields

Tuffley Rovers v Droitwich Spa

Wantage Town v Stonehouse Town

HELLENIC LEAGUE MARSH CHALLENGE CUP

SEASON 2025-26

First Round 

Second Round

Third Round

Fourth Round
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Last season’s winners Hartpury University
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Floodlit Cup - Winners 
1994-95 Cinderford Town 
1995-96 Bicester Town 
1996-97 Abingdon United
1997-98 Swindon Supermarine 
1998-99 Tuffley Rovers
1999-00 Swindon Supermarine 
2000-01 Swinon Supermarine 
2001-02 Fairford Town
2002-03 Tuffley Rovers 
2003-04 Slimbridge
2004-05 Almondsbury Town 
2005-06 Slimbridge
2006-07 Wantage Town 
2007-08 Kidlington 
2008-09 Marlow United
2009-10 Shortwood United 
2010-11 Holyport
2011-12 Binfield 
2012-13 Ardley United
2013-14 Brimscombe & Thrupp 
2014-15 North Leigh
2015-16 Ascot United 
2016-17 Lydney United 
2017-18 Binfield
2018-19 Ardley United
2019-20 Not awarded due to Covid-19
2020-21 Not awarded due to Covid-19
2021-22 Not awarded due to Covid-19
2022-23 Mangotsfield United 
2023-24 Worcester City
2024-25     Cirencester Town
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Alcester Town 3 - 2 Cheltenham Saracens

Banbury United Dev 5 - 1 Evesham Utd Res

Eversley & California Res 1 - 2 Marlow Reserves

Hambledon L - W Hungerford Town Res

Thame Utd Res 5 - 3 Ardley United Res

Wellington 2 - 6 Newent Town

Alcester Town 7 - 1 UDA Glos Development

Banbury United Dev 0 - 3 Wantage Town

Brimscombe & Thrupp 1 - 4 Chipping Sodbury Town

Carterton 4 - 2 Kidlington Dev

FC Stratford 5 - 4 Redditch Borough

Hungerford Town Res 3 - 2 Marlow Reserves

Ludlow Town 5 - 1 Easington Sports Dev

Malmesbury Victoria 5 - 1 University of Bristol

Newent Town 3 - 2 Bewdley Town

Shortwood United 2 - 0 Bourton Rovers Dev

Stonehouse Town 2 - 1 Clanfield 85

Thame United Reserves 0 - 4 Woodford United

Carterton v Lydney Town

Cinderford Town v Alcester Town

Cirencester Town v Malmesbury Victoria

Cribbs v Roman Glass St George

Hallen v Corsham Town

Hereford Pegasus v Thornbury Town

Longlevens v FC Stratford

Ludlow Town v Pershore Town

Mangotsfield United v Highworth Town

Newent Town v Droitwich Spa

Royal Wootton Bassett Town v Hungerford Town Res

Shortwood United v Tuffley Rovers

Stonehouse Town v Fairford Town

Wantage Town v Chipping Sodbury Town

Westfields v Slimbridge

Worcester Raiders v Woodford United

HELLENIC LEAGUE FLOODLIT CUP SPONSORED BY WISEMAN LIGHTING

SEASON 2025-26

First Round 

Second Round 

Third Round
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RWBTFC & The Emirates FA CUP

Season Rnd Opponents Result Season Rnd Opponents Result

1938-39 Pr Wiltshire Mental Hospital A L 0 - 6 2013-14 EPr Totton & Eling H L 0 - 2

1939-40 Pr Frome Town (War) A P - P 2014-15 EPr Brockenhurst A W 3 - 0

1946-47 EPr Dilton Rovers H W 5 - 1 Pr Bradford Town A L 1 - 2

Pr Swindon GWR Corinthians A L 1 - 5 2015-16 EPr Bracknell Town H L 0 - 2

1947-48 EPr Pewsey Vale H L 0 - 2 2016-17 EPr Andover Town A L 2 - 5

1948-49 EPr Swindon BR Corinthians A L 3 - 6 2017-18 EPr Crawley Green H L 1 - 2

1949-50 EPr Warminster Town H L 4 - 5 2018-19 EPr Leighton Town A W 1 - 0

1950-51 EPr Spencer Moulton H W 2 - 1 Pr Lydney Town H D 0 - 0

Pr Devizes Town A L 0 - 4 Pr Lydney Town A L 3 - 5

2004-05 Pr Exmouth A L 2 - 3 2019-20 EPr Aylesbury Vale Dynamos H D 1 - 1

2007-08 EPr Highworth Town A D 0 - 0 EPr Aylesbury Vale Dynamos A L 0 - 1

EPr Highworth Town H W 2 - 1 2020-21 EPr Chipping Sodbury T (W4-1 pens) H D 2 - 2

Pr Bracknell Town H W 2 - 1 Pr Didcot Town A W 2 - 1

QR1 Brockenhurst A D 1 - 1 QR1 Cinderford T (Won 6-5 pens) A D 2 - 2

QR1 Brockenhurst H L 1 - 5 QR2 Oxford City H L 1 - 2

2008-09 EPr Flackwell Heath A D 1 - 1 2021-22 EPr Thornbury Town A W 4 - 0

EPr Flackwell Heath H L 1 - 6 Pr Ardley United H D 2 - 2

2009-10 EPr Westbury United H D 2 - 2 PrR Ardley United A L 1 - 3

EPr Westbury United A W 3 - 2 2022-23 EPr Windsor H D 1 - 1

Pr Brockenhurst H L 0 - 1 EPrR Windsor A W 2 - 0

2010-11 EPr Bradford Town A D 1 - 1 Pr Reading City H W 3 - 1

EPr Bradford Town (W4-3 pens) H D 3- 3 QR1 Paulton Rovers H L 2 - 4

Pr Almondsbury UWE A W 1 - 0 2023-24 EPr Mangotsfield United A L 0 - 2

QR1 Hamble ASSC A D 1 - 1 2024-25 EPr Mangotsfield United H W 2 - 1

QR1 Hamble ASSC H L 0 - 2 Pr Didcot Town H L 0 - 2

2011-12 EPr Radstock Town A L 1 - 2 2025-26 Epr Lydney Town A D 3 - 3

2012-13 EPr Calne Town H W 4 - 2 EprR Lydney Town H W 3 - 0

Pr Hamworthy United H W 1 - 0 Pr Amersham Town H W 3 - 1

QR1 Highworth Town H W 3 - 1 QR1 Torpoint Athletic H L 1 - 3

QR2 Dorchester Town A L 0 - 4

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC -  Emirates FA Cup Record

Date Round Opponents H/A Result

Winner Loser

2-Aug-25 Extra Pre lim inary  Round v Lydney  Town A D 3 - 3

6-Aug-25 Extra Pre lim inary  Round Repv Lydney  Town H W 3 - 0 £1,125 £375

16-Aug-25 Pre lim inary  Round v Am ersham  Town H W 3 - 1 £1,444 £481

30-Aug-25 First Qualify ing Round v Torpoint Athle tic H L 1 - 3 £2,250 £750

13-Sep-25 Second Qualify ing Round v Merthyr Town A £3,375 £1,125

27-Sep-25 Third Qualify ing Round v Ham pton & Richm ond B H £5,625 £1,875

11-Oct-25 Fourth Qualify ing Round v Eastle igh H £9,375 £3,125

1-Nov-25 First Round v Walsall* H £45,000 £15,000

6-Dec-25 Second Round v Gateshead* A £75,000 £20,000

10-Jan-26 Third Round v £115,000 £25,000

14-Feb-26 Fourth Round v £120,000

7-Mar-26 Fifth Round v £225,000

4-Apr-26 Six th Round v £450,000

25-Apr-26 Sem i-Final v £1,000,000 £500,000

16-May-26 Final v £2,000,000 £1,000,000

* Still in competition Total Prize  Money  Won £3,319

Prize  Money

EMIRATES FA CUP ROAD TO WEMBLEY FOR ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT TOWN  2025-26
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RWBTFC & The Isuzu FA VASE 

RWBTFC F.A. Vase Record

2001-02 QR2 Calne T own H W 3 - 2 2016-17 QR2 T hame Utd H L 2 - 4

R1 St Blazey H L 0 - 2 2017-18 QR1 Fairford T own H W 3 - 1

2002-03 QR2 Shortwood United A L 1 - 5 QR2 Codicote H W 5 - 0

2003-04 QR2 Bemerton Heath Harl's A L 1 - 4 R1 Ampthill T own H W 2- 1

2004-05 QR1 Wellington A L 0 - 4 R2 Horndean A L 2- 3

2005-06 QR1 Christchurch H D 1 - 1 2018-19 QR2 Bashley H L 0 - 4

QR1 Christchurch A L 0 - 1 2019-20 QR1 New College Sw indon A W 7 - 0

2006-07 QR1 Shrewton United A D 1 - 1 QR2 T adley Calleva A L 0 - 1

QR1 Shrewton United H L 2 - 3 2020-21 QR2 Stonehouse A W 1 - 0

2007-08 QR2 Bournemouth A L 0 - 12 R1 Camelford H W 4 - 0

2008-09 QR1 Buckingham Athletic A W 5 - 3 R2 Bridgwater T own A L 1 - 2

QR2 Henley T own A W 6 - 0 2021-22 QR1 Knaphill H W 1 - 0

R1 Kidlington H W 3 - 2 QR2 Portishead T own A W 3 - 1

R2 Wimbourne T own A L 0 - 4 R1 Downton H W 4 - 0

2009-10 QR1 Hamble ASSC H L 2 - 3 R2 T orpoint Athletic H W 2 - 0

2010-11 QR2 Dev izes T own A W 4 - 0 R3 Hamworthy United H L 1 - 3

R1 Cadbury Heath A L 1 - 2 2022-23 R1 Bridport A W 5 - 3

2011-12 QR1 Shortwood United A L 0 - 4 R2 Wellington (W  5 - 4 pens) A D 2 - 2

2012-13 QR1 GE Hamble A L 0 - 6 R3 Corsham T (L 3 - 4 pens) H D 0 - 0

2013-14 QR2 Odd Down A L 0 - 7 2023-24 R1 Elburton Villa H W 2 - 1

2014-15 QR1 Cove A W 3 - 2 R2 Longlevens H W 2 - 1

QR2 Abingdon United H L 2 - 3 R3 Bridgwater T  (5-6 pens) H L 2 - 2

2015-16 QR1 Binfield H D 1 - 1 2024-25 R1 AFC Stoneham A L 0 - 3

QR1 Binfield A W 4 - 3 2025-26 QR1 Cinderford T (L 4-5 pens) A D 3 - 3

QR2 Windsor FC A L 1 - 2

Date Round Opponents H/A Result

Winner Loser

23-Aug-25 First Round Qualifying Cinderford Town* A L 3 - 3 (4 - 5 pens) £550 £160

20-Sep-25 Second Round Qualifying Wokingham Town A £725 £225

18-Oct-25 First Round Proper Clevedon Town A £825 £250

8-Nov-25 Second Round Proper Helston Athletic H £900 £275

6-Dec-25 Third Round Proper AFC Stoneham A £1,125 £350

17-Jan-26 Fourth Round Proper £1,875 £600

7-Feb-26 Fifth Round Proper £2,250 £725

28-Feb-26 Sixth Round Proper £4,125 £1,350

28-Mar-26 Semi-final (1st leg) £5,500 £1,725

4-Apr-26 Semi-final (2nd leg)

17-May-26 Final (at Wembley) £30,000 £15,000

* Still in competition £160Total Prize Money Won 

Prize Money

THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY FOR ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT TOWN F.C. FA VASE 2025-26
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RWBTFC WOMEN’S TEAM
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RWBTFC WOMEN’S TEAM

Season 2025-26
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Women's Team

Season 2025-26 - South West Regional Women's League Division 1 North

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Sun 07-Sep-25 Frimley Green (FAC 1QR) A FAC W 2 - 0 N.Goodright, Bach

Sun 21-Sep-25 Bristol Brunel (FAC 2QR) A FAC W 1 - 0 Scott

Sun 28-Sep-25 Downend Flyers H SWRL W 1 - 0 Scott

Sun 05-Oct-25 Forest Green Rovers (FAC 3QR) H FAC L 1 - 3 Bulley

Sun 12-Oct-25 Gloucester City Res H SWRL W 2 - 0 Scott, Gulliver

Sun 19-Oct-25 Calne Town (WCC2) H WCC W 11 - 1
Elliott 5, Bach, Egerton, Fraser, 

Gulliver, Jefferies, Telling

Sun 26-Oct-25 Stockwood Wanderers H SWRL W 9 - 0
Elliott 2, Gulliver 2, Bulley 2, Fraser, 

Scott, Bach

Sun 02-Nov-25 Bitton H SWRL W 3 - 1 Elliott, Hurd, Bulley

Sun 09-Nov-25 Mangotsfield United A SWRL D 2 - 2 Elliott, Taylor

Sun 16-Nov-25 Highworth Town (WCC QF) H WCC W 11 - 0
Bulley 3, Bach 2, Sykes 2, Cox, 

Jefferies, Taylor, Young

Sun 23-Nov-25 Paulton Rovers H SWRL W 2 - 0 Bulley 2

Sun 30-Nov-25 Whitchurch H SWRL

Sun 07-Dec-25 AFC Brislington A SWRL

Sun 14-Dec-25 Downend Flyers A SWRL

Sun 04-Jan-26 Cirencester Town H SWRL

Sun 11-Jan-26 Gloucester City Res A SWRL

Sun 18-Jan-26 Wilts County Cup Semi Final

Sun 25-Jan-26 AFC Brislington H SWRL

Sun 01-Feb-26 Mangotsfield United H SWRL

Sun 08-Feb-26 Bitton A SWRL

Sun 15-Feb-26 Corsham Town H SWRL

Sun 22-Feb-26 Paulton Rovers A SWRL

Sun 01-Mar-26 Corsham Town A SWRL

Sun 08-Mar-26 Stockwood Wanderers A SWRL

Sun 15-Mar-26 Cirencester Town A SWRL

Sun 22-Mar-26 Bath City A SWRL

Sun 29-Mar-26 Whitchurch A SWRL

Sun TBA Bath City H SWRL

Goalscorers Season 25-26 League Cup Total

Lauren Bulley 5 4 9

Maddy Elliott 4 5 9

Kathryn Bach 1 4 5

Elle Scott 3 1 4

Hannah Gulliver 3 1 4

Honor Fraser 1 1 2

Victoria Taylor 1 1 2

Emma Sykes 2 2

Laura Jefferies 2 2

Briony Hurd 1 1

Alice Telling 1 1

Amber Egerton 1 1

Darcy Cox 1 1

Megan Young 1 1

Natalie Goodright 1 1

19 26 45

Date
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Bulley for Bassett as 
unbeaten start continues
South West Regional Women’s League 
Division One North

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Paulton Rovers 0

Sunday 23 November 2025

Royal Wootton Bassett Town extended their 
unbeaten start in the South West Regional 
Women's Football League Division One North 
to six games as Lauren Bulley's second half 
brace earned a 2-0 victory against Paulton 
Rovers.

Despite Paulton having entered the game 
winless, with just two points to show from their 
opening eight games, they proved hard for 
Bassett to break down on a fine, albeit breezy 
November afternoon.

Indeed, the teams turned around with the 
score goalless at the interval.

Yet it didn't take long for Bassett to strike after 
the restart. From the left side Laura Jefferies 
clipped a delightful pass over the top of the 
Paulton defence, splitting the visitors' centre 
halves. Making a diagonal run in behind, 
Bulley latched onto the ball before cutting onto 
her right foot and curling a low effort into the 
bottom right corner.

A rather soft penalty award led to Bassett's 
second. Another diagonal pass from Jefferies 
bounced around in the box, catching the arm 
of a defender. And, despite the lack of any real 
appeals from the surrounding Bassett players, 
a spot kick was awarded from which Bulley 
made no mistake.

Results elsewhere mean Bassett climbed one 
place to fourth. They are one of just two 
unbeaten sides remaining too after Corsham 
Town (winners of six from six) saw off 
Mangotsfield United.

RWBTFC 42

RWBTFC WOMEN’S TEAM

Match Report v Paulton Rovers

In an exciting division, there's a crunch test for 
Lally and his team next week when they host 
leaders Whitchurch, who sit five points ahead 
of Bassett having played two games more.
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RWBTFC WOMEN’S TEAM
South West Regional Women's Football  League 

Division One North Season 2025-26

 Pld W D L F A Pts 

1 Whitchurch 8 7 0 1 25 9 21

2 Corsham Town 6 6 0 0 18 8 18

3 Mangotsfield United 8 5 2 1 24 13 17

4 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 6 5 1 0 19 3 16

5 Bath City 9 4 2 3 21 13 14

6 Bitton 6 4 1 1 24 10 13

7 Cirencester Town 8 4 0 4 23 12 12

8 Downend Flyers 7 2 2 3 14 12 8

9 Gloucester City Reserves 10 2 2 6 17 28 8

10 Stockwood Wanderers 9 1 3 5 12 32 6

11 Paulton Rovers 9 0 2 7 12 35 2

12 AFC Brislington 10 0 1 9 9 43 1

Starts As Sub Total Goals Apps Goals

1 Laura Jefferies 11 11 2 158 25

2 Millie Powell 11 11 98 1

3 Elle Scott 10 1 11 4 11 4

4 Alice Bowden 9 2 11 21

5 Maddy Elliott 9 2 11 9 135 52

6 Natalie Goodright 9 1 10 1 59 9

7 Darcy Cox 8 2 10 1 59 1

8 Honor Fraser 7 3 10 2 55 5

9 Kathryn Bach 7 3 10 5 37 15

10 Lauren Bulley 5 5 10 9 10 9

11 Briony Hurd 8 1 9 1 28 1

12 Kelly Nightingale 7 2 9 52 2

13 Emma Sykes 4 5 9 2 115 15

14 Hannah Gulliver 7 1 8 4 144 57

15 Victoria Taylor 6 2 8 2 8 2

16 Amber Egerton 5 5 1 131 15

17 Mia Sanghara 2 2 4 19

18 Megan Young 1 3 4 1 4 1

19 Lucy Goodright 3 3 29 10

20 Holly Baker 2 2 90 14

21 Alice Telling 1 1 1 19 2

22 Jasmine Kennedy 1 1 71

Own Goals

* Total appearances and goals only relate to games played when in the South West Regional Women's

Football League & includes all cup competitions (i.e from 2017-18). Information for seasons before 

2017-18 in the Gloucestershire County League and Wiltshire County League has not been 

collected/maintained on FA Full-Time by the respective leagues.

Season 2025-26 Total in

Appearances SWRWF Era*
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RWBTFC MEN’S Dev Team

Season 2025-26
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RWBTFC MEN’S Dev Team

Season 2025-26
ROYAL W. BASSETT TOWN FC DEV - SEASON 2025-26 FIXTURES & RESULTS

CORSHAM PRINT WILTSHIRE SENIOR LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Sat 02-Aug-25 Melksham Town Res H League L 2 - 5 Mesas, Capel

Tue 05-Aug-25 Wroughton A League W 3 - 1 Cook, Case, Nyongolo

Sat 09-Aug-25 Faringdon Town A League D 1 - 1 Case

Sat 16-Aug-25 Down Ampney A League W 4 - 1 Ugonna 2, Nyongolo, Case

Sat 23-Aug-25 Calne Town Res H League D 3 - 3 Parker, Case, Lance

Tue 26-Aug-25 Park United A League W 3 - 0 Parker, Case, Staten

Sat 30-Aug-25 Larkhall Athletic Dev A League L 1 - 2 Knight

Sat 06-Sep-25 Cricklade Town A League W 1 - 0 Nyongolo

Tue 09-Sep-25 Trowbridge Town H League W 3 - 0 Sisay, Nyongolo, Case

Sat 13-Sep-25 Swindon Supermarine Dev H League L 2 - 5 Capel, Nyongolo

Tue 16-Sep-25 Letcombe H League D 0 - 0

Sat 20-Sep-25 Bemerton Heath Harl Res H League W 3 - 0 M.Spackman, Capel, Lowe

Sat 27-Sep-25 Shrewton United A League L 2 - 3 Capel, King

Sat 04-Oct-25 Shrivenham A FT Cup L 2 - 3 Nyongolo, Walters

Wed 08-Oct-25 Melksham Town Res A WSC W 3 - 1 Nyongolo, Pettifer, King

Sat 11-Oct-25 Pewsey Vale H League D 0 - 0

Sat 18-Oct-25 Faringdon Town H League W 2 - 0 Nyongolo 2

Sat 25-Oct-25 Shrivenham H League D 1 - 1 Case

Sat 01-Nov-25 Calne Town Res A League W 2 - 1 B.Spackman, King

Sat 08-Nov-25 Devizes Town Res A League W 5 - 0 Walters, King, M.Spackman, Nyongolo, Anderson

Sat 15-Nov-25 Wroughton H League D 3 - 3 Walters 2, Parker

Sat 22-Nov-25 Purton Kingsdown H League W 3 - 0 Walters 2, B.Spackman

Sat 29-Nov-25 Shrewton United H League

Sat 06-Dec-25 Letcombe A League

Tue 09-Dec-25 Warminster Town H WSC

Sat 13-Dec-25 Bemerton Heath Harl Res A League

Sat 03-Jan-26 Purton Kingsdown A League

Sat 10-Jan-26 Melksham Town Res A League

Sat 17-Jan-26 Pewsey Vale A League

Sat 24-Jan-26 Park United H League

Sat 31-Jan-26 Shrivenham A League

Sat 07-Feb-26 Down Ampney H League

Sat 14-Feb-26 Trowbridge Town A League

Sat 28-Feb-26 Devizes Town Res H League

Sat 07-Mar-26 Cricklade Town H League

Wed 11-Mar-26 Swindon Supermarine Dev A League

Sat 14-Mar-26 Faringdon Town H League

Sat 21-Mar-26 Larkhall Athletic Dev H League

Goalscorers League WSC FT Cup Total

Prince Nyongolo 8 1 1 10

Sam Case 7 7

Flynn Walters 5 1 6

Matt Capel 4 4

Charlie King 3 1 4

Toby Parker 3 3

Ben Spackman 2 2

Max Spackman 2 2

Okafur Ugonna 2 2

George Cook 1 1

George Knight 1 1

George Lance 1 1

George Staten 1 1

Kassa Anderson 1 1

Mani Mesas 1 1

Morgan Lowe 1 1

Omar Sisay 1 1

Zach Pettifor 1 1

44 3 2 49

Date
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RWBTFC MEN’S Dev Team

Season 2025-26

Warminster Town W - L Calne Town Res

Bemerton Heath Harl Res 0 - 2 Warminster Town

Calne Town 5 - 2 Cricklade Town

Devizes Town 3 - 2 Amesbury Town

Malmesbury Victoria 5 - 2 Purton Kingsdown

Melksham Town Res 1 - 3 Royal W. Bassett Town Dev

Park United 3 - 1 Swindon Supermarine Dev

Shrewton United 1 - 1 Pewsey Vale (Won 4-3 pens)

Wroughton (Won 5-3 pens) 2 - 2 Trowbridge Town

Calne Town v Devizes Town

Malmesbury Victoria v Park United

Pewsey Vale v Wroughton

Royal W. Bassett Town Dev v Warminster Town

WILTSHIRE FA COUNTY SENIOR CUP

SEASON 2025-26

Cup Holders: Devizes Town

Second Round

Quarter Finals

First Round

Alreadt Beaten Last 
Season’s Points Tally
Wiltshire Senior League Premier DIv

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3
Purton Kingsdown 0

Saturday 22 November 2025

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Development’s 
excellent season continued as they picked up 
their tenth win of the season and have now 
already put more points on the board than the 
whole of last season. Their latest three-point 
haul came courtesy of a 3-0 home win over 
Purton Kingsdown on the 3G at the Gerard 
Buxton Ground thanks to two goals from Flynn 
Walters and one from Ben Spackman. 

Whilst Royal Wootton Bassett Town remain in 
fifth spot, they moved to within a point of fourth 
placed Melksham Town Reserves as a result 
of the win and Melksham seeing their game 
away at Faringdon Town postponed by the 
referee due to a waterlogged pitch shortly 
before kick-off.
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RADCLIFFE joint-boss Anthony Johnson’s 
recent social media post caught the eye.

Highlighting their three goalscorers, Jordan 
Hulme, Rio Clegg and Mikey Afuye Johnson 
pointed out their upbringing through local 
amateur football to the positions where they 
were used to putting up the nets and paying 
subs.

His message to youngsters is to not turn 
noses up at lower levels, but get out and play 
competitive men’s football.

Those three are now spearheading 
Radcliffe’s National League North campaign 
that has got off to a flyer.

It’s interesting as a reminder to young 
aspiring footballers there are many ways to 
make a career in football. Playing – and 
being paid – to play part-time at such a good 
level doesn’t happen by accident. It takes 
hard work and dedication to achieve. 

It’s true there are some youngsters who may 
sneer at Non-League. Stories of some turning 
down the chance to go on loan to help with 
their development do float around.

Perhaps it’s the social media culture where 
it’s easier to have ‘professional footballer’ 
written in the X or Instagram bio.

But for those who do play, there are more 
opportunities than ever to make an impact 
and get spotted.

In recent seasons we’ve written about so 
many stories of players getting their chance 
in the Football League who are not drawn just 
from the top of Non-League, but right the way 
through all Steps.

“Let’s use those (Hulme, Clegg and Afuye) as 
an example,” Johnsons told us. “Rio Clegg 
has never been hurt by the system. Because 
he’s never come through an academy, he’s 
never been released by a Liverpool, United, 
Blackburn and landed at, say, an Oldham and 
had to start again.

“That leaves a lot of scar tissue, it does. I see 
it with young players we coach now – eight, 
nine, ten year olds who have been told 
they’re not good enough – and people 
wonder why there’s a pandemic of young 
lads with mental health!

“We’ve got Rio Clegg, Mikey Afuye and a 
whole group of that age around the club 
where we can go: They’re starving hungry.

“Then when you’ve got a Jordan Hulme, who 
has come from the exact same playground as 
them, put nets up and, it sounds awful, 
cleared dog s**t off the local park pitch, paid 
subs to then getting to paid to play semi-
professional football, shows how far they’ve 
come.

“Yes, you’ve got young hungry lads coming 
through but you’ve also got lads at the top 
end who have been there and done it 
themselves. That helps keep their feet on the 
ground.

“We’ve got a group here – Matt Sargent, 
Danny Greenfield, Michael Afuye and Rio 
Clegg – who are all 23, 24, being watched by 
EFL clubs and they’re an incredibly talented 
bunch.

“Then we’ve got the group above them who 
are coming into their prime. Then we’ve got 
our experienced group. It’s almost three 
categories so we’ve got a really good blend.”

EFL – and even Premier League – 
teamsheets this weekend will show there are 
plenty of routes to the same destination.

Matt Badcock

Editor, The Non-League Paper



48RWBTFC RWBTFC

From Editor’s Football Collection
1974 - Football in the Seventies

A recent addition to the Smedley Football Book 
Collection is the excellent book by Marvin Close 
covering the year 1974 entitled “1974 – football 
in the Seventies”. For those old enough to 
remember the year of 1974, Britain in 1974 was 
a land of strikes, electricity cuts, a three-day 
working week that also saw the country’s first 
official recession for 50 years. The country was 
in a mess with a Labour Government coming 
into power, a bit like today, initially with a 
minority government after the election of 
February 1974 produced a hung parliament, 
they then secured a much larger majority in 
October 1974. 

The year started with Slade still at number one 
in the charts with “Merry Christmas Everybody” 
in which they sang “everybody’s having fun” 
but, again a bit like today, people were not 
really having much fun at all as the country fell 
on such hard times. Not only were their strikes 
and the recession, which had seen off the 
previous Conservative government, there were 
fuel shortages driven by the oil crisis in the 
Middle East, power cuts and a state of 
emergency in Northern Ireland, with the IRA 
also carry out bombings on the UK mainland. 
This made London a dangerous place to visit, 
and even the pubs in the beautiful city of 
Guilford were attacked. All of this backdrop is 
covered in the early chapters of this excellent 
book.  In addition, an early chapter notes the 
big problem afflicting the world of football at the 
time, football hooliganism, with Manchester 
United in particular straddled with a notorious 
hooligan element. The year would see the first 
murder on the terraces, the victim was 17-year-
old Blackpool fan Kevin Olsson, who was 
stabbed to death at the back of the Spion Kop 
stand during a match between Blackpool and 
Bolton Wanderers. 

There were other problems in the world of 
football, due to the power restrictions, floodlit 
football matches were banned, with midweek 
games sometime staking place during the 
afternoons. The issues caused by power 
shortages also saw games played on a Sunday 
in the Football League for the first time. 
Youngsters today, with Sky’s Super Sunday, will 
not appreciate that prior to 1974 Sunday 
football in the professional game was non-
existent. 

With the hooligan problem the power issues and 
high unemployment, attendances plummeted as 
cash-strapped fans just couldn’t afford to watch 
live games. Again, all of this is well covered in 
this readable compelling book.

The book also covers the departure of Don Revie 
from Leeds United to take over the England 
managers job to be replaced at Leeds United by 
Brian Clough, who lasted all of 44 days after a 
toxic fall-out with the players that Revie had left 
behind at Leeds.  

The year of 1974 also saw the sad tale of the 
great Bill Shankly’s retirement as Liverpool 
manager and the book covers how it all ended in 
tears and recrimination. 

It wasn’t all depressing though in the world of 
football. The year would see one of my all-time 
favourite football World Cup’s, the 1974 World 
Cup in Germany, made all of the more enjoyable 
as England had not qualified and we could just 
watch and enjoy the football, without all the angst 
and depression that England put you through 
every time they qualify for the competition.

Another highlight of 1974 was seeing 
Manchester United having a nightmare season 
which would culminate in their first relegation 
from the topflight of English football for more than 
30 years. And even better it was a goal from their 
former legend Dennis Law that confirmed their 
relegation. Chelsea were also at the bottom end 
of the table, setting them up for relegation the 
following season, subsequently sacking manager 
Dave Sexton which then led to the greatest ever 
season in football for my own little club whilst 
Chelsea battled it out in what is now the 
Championship in today’s money.

Other good news was that the FA finally ended 
the shameful 50-year ‘ban’ on women’s football, 
although my Auntie Wendy had probably missed 
out on her big chance by now.  1974 also saw 
major changes in revolution in amateur non-
league football as paid players were allowed in 
the non-league game, which led to the 
reorganisation of the league pyramid as we know 
it today, with the England amateur team 
disbanded. In summary a book I thoroughly 
enjoyed and which brought back a lot of 
memories. As ever its highly recommended by 
the Editor.
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RWBTFC Vets’ (Over 35) Team

Season 2025-26
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Vets

Season 2025 -26 Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior League - Vets North Wilts Division

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Tue 02-Sep-25 ExIntel A League W 4 - 1 Gibson, Head, Large, Simpkins

Wed 10-Sep-25 Swindon Rovers H League W 2 - 0 Wason, Gulliver

Wed 17-Sep-25 Penhill United A League L 1 - 2 Wernham

Wed 24-Sep-25 FS Stratton H League W 1 - 0 Head

Tue 30-Sep-25 Cricklade Town A League L 1 - 3 Head

Wed 08-Oct-25 FS Stratton H VCC1 L 0 - 1

Wed 15-Oct-25 Bishops Cannings H VLC 1 W 4 - 0 Head 3, Simpkins

Mon 20-Oct-25 AFC Swindon A League W 2 - 0 Wason,  Stanevicius

Wed 12-Nov-25 Nationwide H League L 1 - 4 Newton

Wed 19-Nov-25 Redhouse A League W 4 - 0 Head 2, Connolly, Newton

Wed 26-Nov-25 Stratton H League

Wed 03-Dec-25 Purton Kingsdown H League

Wed 10-Dec-25 Chiseldon H League

W/C 15-Dec-25 Barford Hornets H VLC 2

Wed 07-Jan-26 ExIntel H League

Thur 15-Jan-26 Swindon Rovers A League

Wed 21-Jan-26 Penhill United H League

Mon 26-Jan-26 FS Stratton A League

Wed 04-Feb-26 Cricklade Town H League

Wed 11-Feb-26 Chiseldon A League

Wed 25-Feb-26 AFC Swindon H League

Thur 05-Mar-26 Nationwide A League

Wed 11-Mar-26 Redhouse H League

Mon 16-Mar-26 Stratton A League

Wed 25-Mar-26 Purton Kingsdown A League

Date
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RWBTFC Vets’ (Over 50) Team

Season 2025-26

Quiz Ladder Answers

1. Bryan Wood,  2. Arsenal, 3. Cinderford Town, 4. Alfie Presley, 5. Finn Hopkins, 6. 5-1 v 
Malmesbury Vics, 7. Josh Fowler, 8. Blackpool,  9. Played Wootton Bassett four times with 
Wootton Bassett winning all 4 games against each team for a 100% win ratio 10. Nikos & Sokratis 
Erimis

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Vets Over 50s

Season 2025-26 - Oxfordshire League - Vets Premier League Division 1

Opponents H/A Comp Result Scorers

Sun 31-Aug-25 Hazelmere Sports Athletic A League L 1 - 5 Huggins

Sun 10-Sep-25 North Leigh A League L 1 - 5 Howse

Sun 21-Sep-25 Bicester Town A League L 2 - 7 Huggins, Rendall

Sat 19-Oct-25 Cookham Dean A League L 1 - 5 Huggins

Sun 02-Nov-25 Thame United H League L 1 - 8 Watson

Sun 09-Nov-25 AFC Henley H L Cup W 3 - 0 Huggins 2 Dart

Sun 23-Nov-25 Marlow Dukes A League L 1 - 4

Sun 07-Dec-25 Chinnor H League

Sun 15-Dec-25 Goring United GOB A League

Sun 11-Jan-26 Hazelmere Sports Athletic H League

Sun 18-Jan-26 North Leigh H League

Sun 01-Feb-26 Bicester Town H League

Sun 01-Mar-26 Cookham Dean H League

Sun 15-Mar-26 Thame United A League

Sun 22-Mar-26 Chinnor A L Cup

Sun 29-Mar-26 Marlow Dukes H League

Sun 20-Apr-26 Chinnor A League

Sun 26-Apr-26 Goring United GOB H League

Date

Pld W D L F A PTS

1 Thame United 7 5 1 1 32 10 16

2 Hazlemere Sports Athletic 6 4 0 2 14 13 12

3 Chinnor 4 3 1 0 20 5 10

4 Bicester Town 5 3 1 1 18 10 10

5 Marlow Dukes 6 3 0 3 16 16 9

6 North Leigh 5 2 1 2 7 11 7

7 Cookham Dean 6 2 0 4 10 16 6

8 Goring United GOB 5 1 0 4 5 14 3

9 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 6 0 0 6 7 34 0

Oxfordshire Over 50s League Division 1 Season 2025/2026
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Tonight’s Squads

ROYAL WOOTTON

BASSETT TOWN ROMAN GLASS ST GEORGE

Referee AR1 AR2

Mark Forman Dan Crowley Gordon Varley

Number Number

Lewis Clark Keiron Blackburn

Jordan Sykes Harvey Tierney

Ollie Smith Jordan Williams

Kian McNally Charlie Boreman

Gabriel Reivers Sydney Partridge

Jack Coward Loui Ward

Marcel Lewis Dan Stoneman

Edward Taylor Jenisson Myrie-Williams

Ben Cleary Neikell Plummer

Rudi Hopkins Aaron Ward-Baptiste

Finnlay Hopkins Joe McClennon

Otis Lewis Alfie Cummings

Kassa Anderson Tom Anthony

Harvey Fox Conor Saunders

Lewis Hayward Connor Hartley

Dylan Griffin Josh Dempsey

Thomas Suter Tom Anthony

George Knight Josh Egan

Lewis Thorne Tony Beecham

Dikshant Rant Andy Gurney

Prince Nyongolo

Adam House

Noah Cranswick-Coates

Jonny Aitkenhead Antony Beecham
Dan Atkin Josh Egan

Coach: Rob Hopkins Coach: Tom Parrinello
Nick Warren GK Coach: Tyler Edmunds
Gary Eggleton Therapist: Tom Goard

Kara Gregory
Hannah TubbsTherapist:

 Dugout Team

  Coach:
GK Coach:

 Dugout Team
  Manager: Manager:

  Assistant: Assistant:

Therapist:


