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Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 

GOOD AFTERNOON and  
welcome  to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this FA 
Cup Preliminary Round tie against Didcot 
Town. Todayôs game represents our sixth 
straight home game and this has been the 
hardest programme to put together for a 
number of reasons.  

A warm welcome to all the players, 
management team, club officials and 
supporters form Didcot who have travelled 
from Berkshire here today. We hope you all 
enjoy your short stay with us this afternoon 
and we wish you a safe journey home. 
Current Didcot manager Jamie Heapy played 
for Didcot when they visited Bassett at 
Rylands Way 20+ years ago, scoring the 
winner in a 1-0 win in February 2004. I am 
sure he will find the playing surface here at 
the Sustain Stadium a little better than the 
one he would have played on that afternoon 
at Rylands Way. 

Last season was one of struggle for Didcot 
who finished bottom of the Southern League 
South Premier Division and were relegated 
back to Division One South. They opened 
their season in Division One last Saturday 
with a 1-0 win over Larkhall Athletic. 
However, they had a tough time of it in 
midweek going down 5-1 at Malvern Town 
(although for some reason the Southern 
League website is showing it as 4-1 but the 
two clubs ñXò accounts both said 5-1). Based 
on their squad listed on the Southern League 
website we can expect that Didcot will bring 
a young side here today. 

Whilst Didcot play at a higher level our 
record against them is a reasonable one with 
six wins and two draws in the 17 previous 
meetings. The last meeting between the two 
sides was back in Season 2020-21, again in 
the FA Cup, when two goals from Sam 
Ockwell helped secure a 2-1 win for Bassett. 
Todayôs programme includes the match 
report from that game which was the first 
meeting between the two sides since they 
were in the same division back in 2004-05. 

The first meeting between the two sides had 
taken place way back in Season 1993-94 
and had resulted in plenty of goals and a big 
6-3 win for Didcot at the beginning of 
September. Mick Woolfordôs Wootton 
Bassett side did however avenge that defeat 
in the return league game at Rylands Way, 
running out 3-1 winners. Bassett also 
knocked Didcot out of the League Cup that 
season by the same score. Our results 
against Didcot in all cup competitions reads 
two wins and one defeat and hopefully Sam 
and the lads can make it three wins here 
today although we know it is going to be very 
tough against higher league opposition. The 
squad lists that were included in the Bassett 
match day programme for that league game 
at Rylands Way are included in todayôs 
programme.  

The Non-League Paper article in todayôs 
programme focuses as expected on the FA 
Cup and we and Jack Hobson-McVeigh get 
a mention as a result of that history making 
goal in the last round. Jackôs will get his 
name mentioned in every programme across 
the country that carries the Non-League 
Paper article today and his agent could be in 
for a busy week! 

The result in midweek against Roman Glass 
St George was not what we wanted but the 
performance deserved much more. Once 
again small margins decided matters as I 
expect is going to be the way all season in 
what is shaping up to be a very competitive 
Premier Division this season. We just need 
to make sure we are on the right side of 
those tight games. Some goal by Brad 
Pagliaroli though in our 2-1 defeat. 

The Development Team were back in action 
on Wednesday night but a very poor first 
quarter when they conceded three goals saw 
them go down 3-0 to Kingsdown. Today they 
are away at Faringdon Town. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully a cup upset 
against higher league opposition. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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GOOD 
AFTERNOON. Itôs 
a pleasure to once again 
welcome our supporters 
along with the players, 
officials and supporters 
from Didcot Town FC to 
the Sustain Stadium today 
for this FA Cup Preliminary 
Round fixture. 

As we were unable to 
rearrange the fixture to an 

alternative date, it means the facility is going 
to extremely busy with 1st team cricket, 
womenôs soft ball and another football game 
on the AGP.   We will be doing all we can to 
ensure your day runs smoothly in terms of 
parking, ordering food and drinks and your 
enjoyment of the game ï please bear with 
us, we are all volunteers doing our bit for the 
club and hopefully a few of us will be able to 
watch a bit of the game too! 

Sam and his team will be looking to build on 
the previous round victory against 
Mangotsfield United with this game against 
higher level opposition.   Hopefully we will 
get off to another quick start today.  Jack 
Hobson McVeighôs goal in the 9th minute of 
the last round set a new earliest date and 
time for a goal ever scored in the FA Cup.  
He did have to share it with a lad from Great 

Yarmouth who scored at the same time, but 
given we are slightly further west than them, 
we just edge it!!  

The build up to the game could not have 
been worse in terms of injuries and 
absentees.  With Corks suspended for his 
opening day red card we then went on to 
lose Jack, Louie and Chris Taylor with further 
knocks for Ty and Tommy and sickness for 
Dan and Prez.  It made Tuesdayôs game 
against Roman Glass, that was always going 
to be tough, much harder.   However, the 
players that took to the field put in a fantastic 
performance and certainly deserved to get 
something from the game. 

In the same way that the EFL teams eagerly 
await the 1st Round and the big boys from 
the Premier League await their third-round 
opponents, these early preliminary and 
qualifying rounds are so important to grass 
roots clubs, not just for the supporters but 
equally for the injection of cash a win or two 
can bring.  Hopefully the Treasurer will be 
smiling at the end of the game. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

RWBTFC 

Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Didcot Town  

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Exmouth Town 2 2 0 0 5 0 6

2 Mousehole 2 2 0 0 3 0 6

3 Yate Town 2 2 0 0 3 1 6

4 Melksham Town 2 1 1 0 6 1 4

5 Malvern Town 2 1 1 0 5 2 4

6 Helston Athletic 2 1 1 0 4 3 4

7 Evesham United 2 1 0 1 2 1 3

8 Falmouth Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 3

9 Westbury United 2 1 0 1 2 2 3

10 Cribbs 2 1 0 1 2 3 3

11 Bideford AFC 2 1 0 1 1 2 3

12 Didcot Town 2 1 0 1 2 4 3

13 Thatcham Town 2 1 0 1 1 3 3

14 Willand Rovers 2 0 2 0 4 4 2

15 Bemerton Heath Harlequins 2 0 1 1 2 3 1

16 Shaftesbury 2 0 1 1 1 2 1

17 Bristol Manor Farm 2 0 1 1 0 2 1

18 Bashley 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

19 Larkhall Athletic 1 0 0 1 0 1 0

20 Bishops Cleeve 2 0 0 2 1 3 0

21 Tavistock AFC 2 0 0 2 0 2 0

22 Cinderford Town 2 0 0 2 2 8 0

2024-2025 Season

Southern League Division One South

Day Date Comp Result

Sat 10-Aug-24 League Didcot Town 1 Larkhall Athletic 0 Won

Tue 13-Aug-24 League Malvern Town 5 Didcot Town 1 Lost

Match Details
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FOUNDED 
1907 

 

GROUND 
Loop Meadow Stadium,  

Tyne Avenue,  

Bowmont Water, Didcot, 

Oxfordshire OX11 7GA  

 

 

MAJOR HONOURS 
Hellenic League Premier 

Division Winners 1953-54,  

2005-06 

 

Hellenic League Premier 

Division Runners-up 1976-77 

Reading & District League 

Div 1 Winners 1935-36 

FA Vase Winners     

2004-05 

Berks & Bucks Senior 

Trophy Winners 2001-02, 

2002-03, 2005-06 

 

Hellenic League Challenge 

Cup Winners 1965ï66,  

1966ï67,  1991ï92, 1997ï98, 

2003ï04, 2004ï05, 2005ï06  

 

CHAIRMAN 
John Bailey 

 

CLUB SECRETARY 
Jacquelyn Chalk 

  

MANAGER 

Jamie Heapy 

Todayõs Opponents  

Didcot Town  
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Didcot Town FC were founded in 
1907 and prior to becoming 
founder members of the Hellenic 
League in 1953 the club had 
competed in the North Berks, the 
Reading & District, the Oxfordshire 
Senior and also the Metropolitan 
Leagues, albeit with mixed fortune. 

Didcot adapted well to the new 
League format and, under the 
captaincy of Ray Warr became the 
inaugural League champions. After 
four seasons in the Hellenic 
League, Didcot re-joined the 
Metropolitan League and reached 
the League Cup Final in 1961/62. 
Then in 1963 Didcot returned to 
the Hellenic League. Didcot waited 
until the1965/66 season to taste 
success again when they won the 
Premier Division Challenge Cup 
beating Witney Town 3-2 in the 
final. The following season the cup 
was successfully defended but the 
club had to wait ten long years for 
further honours. 

Indeed, the intervening years had 
seen Didcot demoted to Division 
One, and season 1976/77 not only 
saw a return to the Premier 
League as champions but also 
success in the Challenge Cup. A 
decade later, in 1987, Didcot again 
returned to the Premier Division 
after finishing in third place behind 
champions Bishops Cleeve and 
runners-up Cheltenham Town 
Reserves. The club benefited from 
Hellenic League rules which 
prevented Cheltenham Reserves 
from participating in the Premier 
Division and Didcot took the 
second and last promotion spot. 
The season was rounded off with 
success in the Division One 
Challenge Cup, where Cheltenham 
Town Reserves, again the victims, 
were defeated 2-0 in the final. 

The club remained in the Premier 
Division for the next six campaigns 
and managed a notable honour in 
1992 when they lifted the Premier 
Division Cup (Banbury United 
defeated 3-0 in the final). Despite 

this success the following season 
resulted in disappointment with 
relegation to Division One. Within 
three years the club was re-
instated to the Premier League 
and while the League Cup was 
won in 1997 the club had to wait 
until they moved to the impressive 
new Loop Meadow Stadium (in 
1999) before a turnaround of 
fortunes was truly achieved as the 
club established themselves as 
one of the most consistent 
performers in the Premier Division 
at the start of the 21st century, 
never finishing outside the top 5for 
six straight seasons culminating in 
them winning the league in Season 
2005-06, doing the double by also 
winning the Challenge Cup which 
they had also lifted in Seasons 
2003-4 and 2004-05. The league 
title saw them promoted to the 
Southern League where they have 
remained ever since.  

The 18 years they have spent in 
the Southern League has seen 
them promoted twice to the 
Premier Division although on both 
occasions they have found it tough 
at the higher level. They were first 
promoted at the end of Season 
2008-09 after finishing fifth and 
then winning the promotion play-
offs, a 2-1 win over AFC Totton. 
They spent just two seasons at the 
higher level, being relegated back 
down to Division One at the end of 
Season 2010-11 after finishing 
19th in a division of 21 teams. The 
highest place finish in the following 
11 seasons in Division One (either 
South or Central) was a sixth-place 
finish in 2017-18 but a third place 
finish in Season 2022-23 and 
another win in the play-offs thanks 
to a 1-0 win over Ware saw them 
return to the Premier Division last 
season. However, it was to be a 
struggle again at the higher level 
and Didcot were relegated straight 
back down after winning just six of 
their 42 league games. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Didcot Town  

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Chesham United (C, P) 42 28 6 8 83 46 90

2 AFC Totton 42 23 12 7 89 45 81

3 Salisbury (O, P) 42 23 10 9 70 46 79

4 Gosport Borough 42 23 9 10 75 43 78

5 Bracknell Town 42 21 5 16 84 71 68

6 Merthyr Town 42 20 7 15 85 59 67

7 Walton & Hersham 42 18 11 13 78 67 65

8 Hungerford Town 42 18 10 14 77 70 64

9 Dorchester Town 42 17 9 16 66 77 60

10 Hendon 42 14 16 12 70 65 58

11 Winchester City 42 15 12 15 63 67 57

12 Basingstoke Town 42 15 8 19 69 83 53

13 Poole Town 42 16 4 22 70 76 52

14 Tiverton Town 42 14 10 18 64 74 52

15 Sholing 42 13 10 19 52 63 49

16 Swindon Supermarine 42 13 10 19 73 92 49

17 Hanwell Town 42 12 12 18 64 71 48

18 Plymouth Parkway 42 12 12 18 60 68 48

19 Beaconsfield Town (R) 42 13 9 20 63 78 48

20 Hayes & Yeading United (R) 42 11 13 18 59 67 46

21 Harrow Borough (R) 42 10 9 23 60 97 39

22 Didcot Town (R) 42 6 10 26 45 94 28

2023-2024 Season

Southern League Premier Division South

FAC FAT Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2009/10 Southern League Prem 2QR 1QR 42 10 11 21 56 70 41 15 out of 22

2010/11 Southern League Prem 3QR 1QR 40 7 11 22 39 69 32 19 out of 21

2011/12 Southern League Div 1 SW 1QR 1st 40 11 9 20 9 68 42 16 out of 21

2012/13 Southern League Div 1 SW 4QR 3QR 42 12 10 2 59 76 46 17 out of 22

2013/14 Southern League Div 1 SW 3QR PRE 42 17 6 19 70 85 57 12 out of 22

2014/15 Southern League Div 1 SW PRE 1st 42 20 11 11 95 66 71 7 out of 22

2015/16 Southern League Div 1 SW 1st 1QR 42 18 10 14 82 57 64 10 out of 22

2016/17 Southern League Div 1 SW PRE PRE 42 14 12 16 70 71 54 12 out of 22

2017/18 Southern League Div 1 W 1QR PRE 42 21 10 11 89 63 73 6 out of 22

2018/19 Southern League Div 1 C 2QR 2QR 39 16 10 12 69 61 58 7 out of 20

2019/20 Southern League Div 1 C 1QR PRE 27 7 4 16 20 44 25 17* out of 20

2020/21 Southern League Div 1 C PRE 2QR 8 2 0 6 7 22 6 20* out of 20

2021/22 Southern League Div 1 C PRE 2QR 38 13 8 17 50 69 47 13 out of 20

2022/23 Southern League Div 1 C 1QR 2QR 36 20 6 10 55 42 66 3 out of 19

2023/24 Southern League Prem 3QR 3QR 42 6 10 26 45 94 28 22 out of 22

564 194 128 223 815 957 * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

34.4% 22.7% 39.5%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

250 92 58 82 385 423 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 36.8% 23.2% 32.8%

42 21 10 11 89 63 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 50.0% 23.8% 26.2%

148 58 28 61 201 238 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 39.2% 18.9% 41.2%

124 23 32 69 140 233 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 18.5% 25.8% 55.6%Southern League Premier Division

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Southern League Division One West

Didcot Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Southern League Div One South West

Southern League Division One Central

Top goal scorer information cannot be 

traced. The Southern League website 

is notoriously bad in terms of historic 

statistics. Challenges with the website 

see it having its own thread on the Non-

League Forum. 
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Todayõs Opponents 

Didcot Town  
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Previous Encounters  

Didcot Town  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

6 

 

RWBTFC Wins 

9 
Didcot 

Wins 

2 

 

Draws 

Season Date Comp Result

1993-94 4-Sep-93 League Didcot Town 6 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Lost

1993-94 11-Dec-93 L Cup Didcot Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Won

1993-94 26-Feb-94 League Wootton Bassett Town 3 Didcot Town 1 Won

1994-95 1-Oct-94 League Wootton Bassett Town 2 Didcot Town 0 Won

1994-95 29-Mar-95 League Didcot Town 4 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lost

2000-01 19-Sep-00 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Didcot Town 0 Drew

2000-01 23-Jan-01 League Didcot Town 0 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Drew

2001-02 9-Oct-01 League Wootton Bassett Town 4 Didcot Town 2 Won

2001-02 23-Mar-02 League Didcot Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2002-03 28-Sep-02 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Didcot Town 2 Lost

2002-03 11-Feb-03 League Didcot Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lost

2002-03 22-Feb-03 Supp Cup Didcot Town 5 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2003-04 25-Aug-03 League Didcot Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Won

2003-04 7-Feb-04 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Didcot Town 1 Lost

2004-05 14-Sep-04 League Didcot Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2004-05 8-Jan-05 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Didcot Town 5 Lost

2020-21 12-Sep-20 FA Cup Didcot Town 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Won

Match Details

tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ C! /ǳǇ 
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Featured Game v  

Didcot Town  

On This Day in History 

UK Prime Minister 

John Major 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of UK Singles Chart  

Without You - Mariah Carey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of UK Album Charts  

Music Box - Mariah Carey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Film in Cinemas 

Kingdom Of The Planet Of the Apes 

 

In the News on This Day 

Police in Gloucester are busy excavating at 

25 Cromwell Street, home of Fred West 

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

Season Date Comp

1993-94 26-Feb-94 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Didcot Town 1

Bassett Scorers: Jell 3

Match Details
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Last Meeting in FA Cup   

v Didcot Town 
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Faultless Bassett deservedly 
spring a surprise  
 

It's a rare thing in football that everything 
comes together on the pitch just as planned. 
But on a gorgeous September afternoon, it 
did so for Royal Wootton Bassett Town, 
whose faultless display delivered a stunning 
2-1 upset win away against Didcot Town in 
the Preliminary round of the Emirates FA 
Cup. 

Across the entire pitch Sam Collier's side 
were superb, bettering their Southern 
League Division One Central opponents from 
the first whistle to the last. Indeed, it would 
have been cruel had the result been any 
different. In the end though, Bassett 
deservedly booked a place in the First 
Qualifying round for only the fourth time in 
the club's history courtesy of Sam Ockwell's 
brace. 

They did so with one of the finest 
performances Bassett have ever produced in 
the competition, and one that will stick long 
in the memory. 

Bassett were sharp from the off, applying 
plenty of early pressure that eventually saw 
them take a sixth minute lead. They could 
have been ahead earlier than that too, with 
Jack Stirland's glancing header being held by 
Leigh Bedwell following a dangerous cross 
from debutant Trevor Mutero. 

When the goal arrived, it came in style. TJ 
Bohane, playing alone up front, drew a foul 
from Joe Green on the edge of the area and 
Ockwell curled a beauty of a free kick that 
flew beyond Bedwell into the bottom right 
corner. 

Playing with confidence, Mutero then 
narrowly missed the target, dragging wide 
after he had deftly controlled a crossfield 
pass and cut inside right back Taylor 
Bedwell. 

Didcot did soon equalise, but it was in rather 
fortuitous circumstances. From a free kick 
pumped into the box, Green's back post 
header took an awkward bounce that meant 
Bassett 'keeper Harrison Ellis was just 
unable to claw the ball away. The loose ball 
then fell for Seth Humphries who nodded in 
from six yards out. 

Playing against higher level opponents, 
Bassett would perhaps have been forgiven if 

that equaliser dented their confidence. But 
the visitors remained the better side as Kai 
Robinson and Bohane forced Bedwell to 
make a pair of saves ©úñ albeit relatively 
routine ones ©úñ before the break. 

That continued after the restart too, Ockwell 
having an early opportunity when his header 
from Alex Dinsmore's cross was held on the 
dive. 

Didcot then had a rare opening when a 
heavy touch from Dinsmore opened up 
space for Jordan Thomas, but the winger 
shot wide of the left post after cutting inside 
from his position on the right wing. 

The hosts were unable to create much 
throughout the game though, something that 
Bassett's dogged pressing, which began with 
the selfless Bohane up front and was aided 
by tireless performances from Robinson and 
Gio Wrona in their advanced roles in the 
centre of midfield, contributed heavily 
towards. 

The pressure applied also influenced an 
erratic, nervous performance from the Didcot 
defence. On the back foot for long periods, 
the Railwaymen's back four were forced into 
conceding numerous corners. 

And it was from such a set piece just before 
the hour that Bassett restored their lead as 
an unmarked Ockwell guided home Wrona's 
delivery from twelve yards. 

Didcot had no real answer to that. In fact, it 
was Bassett who appeared likelier to 
contribute another goal, with Jack Stirland 
almost adding a third as he found the side 
netting from a low Dinsmore cross. 

With thirteen minutes to go, Didcot did get 
another opportunity when substitute Jimmy 
Deabill set the ball to Connor Ferguson, but 
his low drive from a tight angle was blocked 
by the feet of Ellis. 

The hosts lacked any form of other 
inspiration though. They were forced to rely 
on Bassett to provide their final chance of the 
game too as Matt Berry-Hargreaves 
conceded a free kick in the left corner for an 
unnecessary push on Brett Gardner. But 
while Harley Giles' free kick was not 
immediately dealt with, it was soon enough 
hacked away as Bassett rightly claimed an 
FA Cup scalp. 
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First Team Squad Pen Pics & Sponsors  
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