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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 

GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to the 
Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard Buxton 
Sports Ground for this Uhlsport Hellenic League 
Premier Division fixture against Worcester 
Raiders. 

A warm welcome to all our visitors who have 
made the long journey from Worcester, we 
hope you enjoy your brief stay with us this 
evening and wish you a safe journey home. I 
am not sure why this game needs to be in 
midweek given that we have just five league 
games to go and our opponents have just the 
four games to play and we are still in February, 
but I am pleased it is not us that are being 
inconvenienced with this midweek fixture.  

Both teams are very much still in the play-off 
picture after both recorded wins on Saturday. 
Whilst we were defeating Cirencester Town 2-1 
on the 3G at the Corinium Stadium, tonightôs 
opponents were winning 3-0 at home against 
Slimbridge. Raiders sit just one place and two 
points below us in the league table and for both 
sides this is a game that needs to be won if 
either of the two sides is to break into those 
play-off spots. 

Unfortunately, our record against Worcester 
Raiders is not a particularly good one with just 
one win in the previous five meetings, with 
three defeats and one drawn game. The three 
defeats include a narrow defeat away at 
Worcester earlier this season, Worcester 
winning 2-1 back in November. We will certainly 
be looking to avenge that defeat here this 
evening and improve our record against 
tonightôs opponents. 

On other matters you will note that our Marsh 
Challenge Cup tie against Longlevens will now 
be an away fixture despite us initially having 
been drawn at home. Unfortunately the Hellenic 
League scheduled the game for Saturday 1st 
March when we are scheduled to host the final 
of the Wiltshire County FA Junior Cup, a date 
fixed in the diary at the start of the season. As 
the Fixture Secretary of the Corsham Print 
Wiltshire Senior League I had certainly been 
notified of the cup final by the club and I am 
sure the Hellenic League would have been 
similarly notified. Playing the Longlevens game 
in midweek, say next Tuesday, would have 

made a lot more sense than tonightôs game. I 
am sure Sam is frustrated in having to give up 
home advantage in these circumstances.  

It was a bad week for the Development side last 
week with both their two fixtures being lost, 
making it three defeats in a row having also lost 
to Melksham Town Reserves a fortnight ago. 
On Wednesday night on a difficult pitch at 
Malmesbury they certainly created enough 
chances to have won the game easily but they 
lacked a clinical touch in front of goal and went 
down to a 2-1 defeat which could prove very 
costly come the end of the season.  

This was followed with a 2-0 defeat on Saturday 
at the hands of Kingsdown with again several 
good chances being squandered. Mark 
Simpkins side now sit just above the relegation 
zone but have played more games than the 
teams below them and have a tricky run in with 
games against second placed Shrivenham, 
third placed Letcombe, Pewsey Vale, 
Wroughton and Trowbridge Town to come in 
their next five fixtures. They finish with games 
against the two Salisbury based sides and will 
probably need all six points from those two 
games to survive as well as getting some points 
from those five fixtures against the sides at the 
top end of the table. 

The Ladies secured an important win on 
Sunday, a solitary goal from Laura Jefferies 
giving them a 1-0 home win over a much 
improved Corsham Town side. The win for 
Bassett saw the Ladies move above 
Cirencester Town into third spot in the table 
behind champions elect Gloucester City and 
Bitton. The Ladies are now just a point behind 
Bitton with both sides having played 14 games 
with eight to go to complete the season.  Both 
teams still have Gloucester City to play in their 
final eight games but Bassett still have a great 
chance of securing runners-up spot if they can 
keep producing wins against the rest of the 
sides in the division.  

Enjoy tonightôs game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating three more points to keep us in the 
hunt for the play-offs.  

Mˉʿʔ  

RWBTFC 
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Club News 

New Head of Senior Section 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town are pleased to 
announce that Rab MacLeod will be joining 
the club's Executive Committee as Head of 
Men's Section. 

Someone who is no stranger to Bassett, Rab 
MacLeod has previously served as a coach 
within the club's youth section as well as for 
the Development team. He takes over the role 
from Paul Davis who is stepping down as he 
will be relocating to Dubai to live and work. 

Serving in the role since the 2019-20 season, 
his tenure coincided with the club's senior 
Men's team enjoying significant success. 

During that time the Men's First Team have - 
under the management of Sam Collier 
recorded back-to-back top five Hellenic 
League Premier Division finishes, reached the 
2023-24 Hellenic Premier Division playoff 
final, reached the FA Vase third round on 
three occasions and matched the club's best 
ever FA Cup run by reaching the second 
qualifying round. Meanwhile, in 2021-22 the 
Development team won the Wiltshire League 
Premier Division with Steve Yeardley as 
manager. 

Commenting on the change, Chairman Paul 
Gerrish said: 

"On behalf of the club, I'd like to express 
sincere thanks to Paul for all his efforts over 
the past few years and we wish him all the 
best with his new adventure in Dubai." 

"As someone who spent many years with 
Bassett during his playing days, it's been great 
to have had someone who holds the club 
close to their heart in the role of Head of 
Men's Section." 

"Paul has worked effectively with all managers 
- giving them encouragement, support and 
honest, informed advice. That has helped 
contribute to the success the Men's First and 
Development teams have had in recent 
seasons. And he leaves the position with the 
Men's Section on a strong footing" 

"We're delighted too that Rab has come on 
board to take over the role. Rab knows the 
club well and buys into what we are seeking to 
achieve. He also has the experience needed 
to help our senior Men's teams to continue to 
thrive. 

Host families sought for FC ós-
Gravenzande visit in April 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town are delighted 
to be welcoming our friends from FC 's-
Gravenzande to England in April. This will 
be the first visit from FC 's-Gravenzande 
since an exchange in 2017 and we look 
forward to reciprocating the fantastic 
hospitality they provide to our youth teams 
on an annual basis as part of the club's long
-established Holland Tour. 

FC 's-Gravenzande's Under 14 and 15 
Boys' sides and their Under 15 Girls' team 
will be visiting from Thursday 24 to Sunday 
27 April. 45 youth players are due to be part 
of their tour party along with 15 adults 
(including two women). To help with the trip, 
the club are seeking families willing to host 
and provide accommodation for our visitors. 
In total, around thirty host families are 
sought, each of which will be required to 
bed and breakfast for at least two people. 
Based on the planned itinerary, this 
requirement will involve providing bed and 
breakfast to guests for three nights, as well 
as dropping off and collecting them from the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground each 
morning and evening of their trip. Host 
families will also be invited to attend a 
social evening at the Gerard Buxton Sports 
Ground on Friday 25 April, which is to follow 
games between RWBTFC and our visitors 
from FC 's-Gravenzande. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to host our 
partner club. And we hope that we will be 
able to find sufficient host families to 
provide our visitors with excellent hospitality 
and create memories that will last a lifetime 
- just as our Dutch friends do when we visit 
as part of the Holland Tour. If you are 
interested in hosting as part of the visit from 
FC 's-Gravenzande or have any further 
questions, please contact either of the 
following: 

Adam Greaney (Host Committee Lead): 
AdamJamesGreaney@gmail.com 
Mark Cooper: coope2921@outlook.com 
Laura Stringer: 
laurastringer31@googlemail.com 
Demelza Bevis: demelzabevis@gmail.com 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester Raiders  

Worcester Raiders were formed in 2001 as a 
youth club, joining the Worcester & District 
Football League in 2010 upon the formation 
of a senior side. In 2013, Worcester Raiders 
joined the West Midlands (Regional) League 
Division Two, gaining promotion in their first 
season in the National League System. In 
2019, Worcester Raiders won Division One, 
gaining promotion to the Premier Division. 
Worcester Raiders entered the FA Vase for 
the first time in 2020ï21. At the end of the 
2020ï21 season the club were transferred to 
Division One of the Hellenic League as part 
of the FAôs restructuring of the National 
League System. 

In the 2021ï22 season, Worcester Raiders 
finished second behind Studley F.C. in 
Division 1 of the uhlsport Hellenic League.  
Despite a 3-0 loss to Hereford Pegasus F.C. 
in the playoff final, Worcester Raiders were 
promoted to the Premier Division of the 
Hellenic League following the closure of 
Walton Casuals F.C. in the Southern League 
Premier South, leading to the reprieve for 
Merthyr Town and Cinderford Town A.F.C. 
The result was Worcester were promoted to 
the Hellenic Premier as runner-up in that 
play-off. 

Worcester Raiders initially played at Claines 
Lane. On 29 July 2020, English Premiership 
rugby union club Worcester Warriors 
confirmed Worcester Raiders would move 
into Sixways Stadium, with Worcester 
Warriors' co-owners Colin Goldring and 
Jason Whittingham becoming joint majority 
owners of Worcester Raiders in the process. 
In September 2022 the future of the club was 
left uncertain after the gates to their ground 
were locked, as a result of Worcester 
Warriors' financial problems. This effectively 
left Worcester Raiders homeless with 
nowhere to play their home matches. 
However, it was later confirmed that the 
Raiders had reached an agreement with the 
Warriors' administrators to remain at 
Sixways. 

Worcester Raiders had a successful first 
season in the UHlsport Hellenic League 
Premier Division securing a fourth place 
finish sandwiched between two Wiltshire 
Clubs Corsham Town and Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town. Season 2023-24 was not 
quite as successful with Raiders slipping 
down to 10th place in the final table some 13 
points adrift of the play-off places. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester Raiders  

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Worcester City  (P) 38 32 5 1 120 31 101

2 Corsham Town 38 24 10 4 80 33 82

3 Highworth Town 38 22 7 9 73 40 73

4 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 23 4 11 65 50 73

5 Cinderford Town (P) 38 20 6 12 65 57 66

6 Slimbridge 38 19 8 11 81 62 65

7 Roman Glass St George 38 20 2 16 73 62 62

8 Fairford Town 38 17 10 11 59 49 61

9 Hereford Pegasus 38 16 7 15 77 73 55

10 Worcester Raiders 38 15 8 15 58 61 53

11 Pershore Town 38 14 8 16 79 69 50

12 Westfields 38 14 7 17 68 68 49

13 Mangotsfield United 38 13 9 16 59 59 48

14 Tuffley Rovers 38 13 9 16 55 62 48

15 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 10 8 20 56 92 38

16 Longlevens AFC 38 10 6 22 47 78 36

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 8 8 22 43 65 32

18 Thornbury Town 38 8 5 25 43 79 29

19 Lydney Town 38 8 5 25 63 103 29

20 Wantage Town (R ) 38 7 2 29 34 105 23

2023-2024 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2010/11 Worcester & Dist D1 n/a n/a 26 16 3 7 106 59 51 5 out of 14 Not known

2011/12 Worcester & Dist D1 n/a n/a 21 7 1 13 60 67 22 6 out of 8 Not known

2012/13 Worcester & Dist D1 n/a n/a 18 14 0 4 91 45 42 1 out of 7 Not known

2013/14 West Midlands D2 n/a n/a 26 16 2 8 107 77 50 3 out of 14 Not known

2014/15 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 28 8 3 17 72 107 27 14 out of 15 Not known

2015/16 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 32 9 6 17 71 86 33 12 out of 17 Not known

2016/17 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 30 18 5 7 83 61 59 3 out of 16 Not known

2017/18 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 32 17 7 8 72 59 58 7 out of 17 Not known

2018/19 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 32 24 7 1 98 37 79 1 out of 17 Not known

2019/20 West Midlands Prem n/a n/a 23 9 4 10 52 51 31 11 out of 18 Not known

2020/21 West Midlands Prem n/a 1QR 7 6 1 0 25 8 19 2 out of 18 Not known

2021/22 Hellenic Div 1 n/a 2QR 32 22 3 7 99 38 69 2 out of 17 I. Cooper 28

2022/23 Hellenic Premier 1QR 2QR 38 23 7 8 103 48 76 4 out of 20 J. Murphy 20

2023/24 Hellenic Premier PRE 1ST 38 15 8 15 58 61 53 10 out of 20 Z. Hussain 10

383 204 57 122 1,097 804   * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

53.3% 14.9% 31.9%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

65 37 4 24 257 171 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 56.9% 6.2% 36.9%

26 16 2 8 107 77 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 61.5% 7.7% 30.8%

154 76 28 50 396 350 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 49.4% 18.2% 32.5%

30 15 5 10 77 59 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 50.0% 16.7% 33.3%

32 22 3 7 99 38 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 68.8% 9.4% 21.9%

76 38 15 23 161 109 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 50.0% 19.7% 30.3%Hellenic Premier Division 

Hellenic Division 1

Worcester & District League Div 1

West Midlands Division 2

Worcester Raiders Historical Record
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

West Midlands Division 1

West Midlands Premier
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester Raiders  

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Charlie Emery 37 4

2  Emmanuel Olaloko 33 7 7

3  Ben Sanogo 32 2 3

4  Simeone Okoro 31 5

5  Samuel Whitton 31 4 3 1

6  Jordan Murphy 30 8 1 1 1

7  Daniel Cottrill 28 2 5 2 1

8  Daniel Noke 26 1 2

9  Carrick Hill 25 2 5

10  Jordan Stoddart 25 1 1 1

11  Henry Dyde 24 1

12  Liam Banks 22 3 1

13  Kurtis Wood 22 1

14  Jade Ferron 19 3

15  Daniele Reka 19 5 4

16  Jordan Edwards 16 2

17  Toby Moran 15

18  Jake Collins 11 7 2

19  James Douglas 11 2

20  Kyri Kourouyianni 11 1 2

21  Harry Lewis 10 2 1 1

22  Connor Deards 9

23  Jude Hill 9 1

24  Noah Rubio 9 5 1

25  Jack Cresswell 7 2

26  Adam Hanson 7 4

27  Dennis Digie 5

28  Mateusz Klich 5 2

29  Syrus Warren-Paul 5 1

30  Myles Corson 4

31  Dale Edwards 4 1

32  Leo Pinches 4

33  Dilano Reid 3 1

34  Vanylson Silva 3

35  Dylan Colley 2

36  Harry Higginson 1

37  Jordan Kondo 1

38  Georgie Manning 1

39  Ishaq Patterson 1

40  Richard Smith 1

41  Oliver Taylor-Bradley 1

42  Joshua Yeboah 1

Discipline Table

Worcester Raiders Statistics Season 2024-25

Excludes last Saturdayôs Game 
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Jordan Murphy Charlie Emery 

Ben Sanogo Sam Whitton 

Dan Cottrill Dan Noke 
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Previous Meetings  

v Worcester Raiders  

1 

 

RWBTFC Wins 

3 
 

Worcester  Wins 

1 

 

Draws 

Season Date Comp

2022-23 5-Nov-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Worcester Raiders 2

Bassett Scorers: Golding, Jones

2022-23 15-Mar-23 League Worcester Raiders 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorer: Gallagher

2023-24 13-Jan-24 League Worcester Raiders 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Ouldridge, Presley

2023-24 27-Feb-24 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Worcester Raiders 4

Bassett Scorers: N/A

2024-25 9-Nov-24 League Worcester Raiders 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorer: Pagliaroli

Bassett Team: Foster, Peare, Taylor, Zebroski, Corcoran, Case, Pagliaroli, Ouldridge, Hopkins, 

Presley, Hobson-McVeigh. Sub: Moore

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Taylor, Presley, Case, Ouldridge, Warre, 

Chilcott, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs:Packer, Tooze

Match Details

Bassett Team: Crowther, Spalding, Corcoran, Chilcott, Bampton, Robinson, Presely, Bennett, 

Jones, Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, Taylor, James

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Softley, Presley, Packer, Ouldridge, Taylor, 

Gallagher, Chilcott. Subs: Dodd, Robinson

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Golding, H.Walters, Robinson, Presley, Ouldridge, Gallagher, 

Jones, Wrona, Talmash. Subs: Whelan, Griffin, Beeden, Boulden
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Featured Previous Meeting  

v Worcester Raiders  

Resilient Bassett rattle Raiders 
late to claim point 

Wootton Bassett Town 2 
Worcester Raiders 2 
 
Saturday 5th November 2022 
A Time and again this season, Royal 
Wootton Bassett Town's resilience has 
stood out as the team's defining 
characteristic. Unlike in previous years, so 
far this campaign there has never been a 
time when Sam Collier's side have been out 
of a game - even when they have fallen 
behind. 

And that strength was again on show in 
Bassett's first ever meeting with Worcester 
Raiders. 

After last week's clash with Westfields, this 
was another tough engagement with the 
Raiders opening the afternoon in third. 

But Bassett - without centre halves Adam 
Corcoran and Dave Bampton through 
suspension as well as Matt Bennett, Scott 
Chilcott, Jack Hobson-McVeigh and Chris 
Taylor - dug deep, producing another solid 
display to earn a point. 

They did so the hard way too, twice coming 
from behind in an entertaining 2-2 draw. 

Bassett should arguably have been ahead 
though as Gio Wrona managed to rattle the 
bar with the goal at his mercy early on after 
great interplay between Tommy Ouldridge 
and Matt Jones. 

Worcester soon capitalised on that miss, 
taking the lead through Jordan Murphy who 
slotted home from Jade Ferron's fizzing low 
cross. 

While plugging away at the Worcester back 
line and dealing with what the dangerous 
Raiders threw at them, it took until midway 
through the second half for Bassett to draw 
level for the first time. After Ouldridge won a 
free kick inside the visitors' half, Jones 
teased in a delivery which Landon Golding, 

having lost his marker, met with a glancing 
header into the corner of the net. 

Raiders then made it 2-1 as Joe Billingham 
was on hand to tap in after Matt Crowther 
could only parry from Murphy's shot on the 
turn. 

That meant Bassett were again forced to dig 
deep. 

But, with time winding down, they snatched 
the equaliser and point they deserved in 
some style. 

Veteran Alan Griffin drew a foul around 30 
yards from goal, and Jones stepped over 
the ball. Catching Raiders 'keeper Ryan 
Young off guard, the left footer steered a 
delightful low curler around the wall and into 
the bottom left corner. 

It was a fine strike - and one that earned 
another important, valuable result against 
one of the division's fancied sides. 
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First Team Squad Pen Pics & Sponsors  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

Biography Sponsor

James 

Foster

Foster is an experienced goalkeeper who joined Bassett towards the end of last season when he

made five appearances, keeping three clean sheets - including against Highworth Town in the

Hellenic League Premier Division playoff semi final. Foster brings significant Southern League

experience having represented the likes of Abingdon United, Didcot Town, Hungerford Town,

Thatcham Town and North Leigh at that level. He was with Shrivenham in 2021-22 before serving

as Wantage Townôs number one a season later. 

Mike & Ethan Price

Dan

Hill

Hill is a right back who joins Bassett this season from Cirencester Town. A dependable, solid

performer, Hill brings plenty of Hellenic League Premier Division experience, as well as Southern

League experience acquired in spells with the Centurions and Highworth Town. Hill made his

debut in senior football in 2012-13 with Cirencester Town Development before moving to Fairford

Town two seasons later. He earned the Reds' Players' Player and Young Player of the Year

awards in 2015-16 before moving to Brimscombe and Thrupp for the 2016-17 campaign. Hill

quickly established himself as a key player for the Lilywhites, and was a part of the Brimscombe

team that lifted the 2017-18 Gloucestershire Challenge Trophy and finished as Hellenic League

Premier Division runners-up in 2018-19. He then joined Highworth ahead of the 2022-23 season,

though would finish that campaign with Cinderford Town. Hill split last season between Cirencester 

and Fairford. 

John Trollope

Louis 

Spalding

A highly talented young full back who is entering his 3rd season with Bassett. Skilful, quick, an

outstanding defender and a player who always looks to get forward, he was named Managerôs

and Playersô Player of the Year following a standout debut season in 2022-23. Spalding played 47 

times, scoring a hugely impressive ten goals. Among his goals was a long range stunner in the FA 

Cup against Reading City, a last minute winner at home against Tuffley Rovers and a brace away

at the same opponents. Spalding enjoyed another excellent season in 2023-24, featuring 45 times

while scoring three goals. With Swindon Town as a youth, Spalding joined Cirencester on loan in

2017-18. That year he made eleven appearances, before signing with the Centurions ahead of

the following season after his release from Swindon. With Cirencester in 2018-19, Spalding

featured 38 times as his side finished as runners-up in Southern League Division One South. He

then joined Swindon Supermarine, appearing in 38 games in the curtailed 2019-20 Southern

League Premier Division South campaign, ten matches a season later and four times in 2021-22.

John & Kath

Fellows

Adam 

Corcoran

Bassett's current longest serving player and captain, Corcoran is entering his thirteenth season

with the club, having reached the 300 appearance mark in 2022-23. Corcoran is an imposing

central defender - with the ability to also play at full back when needed - who is composed on the

ball and dominant in the air. A Cirencester Town Academy graduate, he initially joined Bassett in

2011-12 after brief spells with Fairford Town and Calne Town. Corcoran quickly established

himself as a key part of Bassett's defence, and in 2012-13 helped the team to promotion from

Division One West. After a brief spell with Shrivenham, he re-joined Bassett in the summer of

2015 and has been with the club since. He is a player whose performances have seemed to get

better and better over time too. The 2021-22 campaign was without doubt his best in Bassett

colours, with the defender going on to earn both Manager's and Players' Player of the Year

awards. A quality striker of the ball and danger at set pieces, he has also contributed 18 goals in

his 352 Bassett appearances.

John Trollope

Bradley 

Pagliaroli

Pagliaroli is an exciting, dangerous attacking player who rejoins Bassett this season. Possessing

a sublime touch, great skill and a lethal left foot, Pagliaroli previously spent two years with Bassett

from 2018 to 2020 before making a handful of guest appearances in the seasons since then.

Prior to this seasons, he had featured 70 times for Bassett, scoring 32 goals. Pagliaroli began his

senior career with Wantage Town before having a brief spell with Thatcham Town. It was at

Binfield thought that he made his breakthrough, scoring 11 times in 32 games in 2017-18.

Pagliaroli joined Bassett a season later, scoring 18 goals in 40 appearances on his way to a

Playersôand SupportersôPlayer of the Year double before netting eight times in 19 games in the

Covid-shortened 2019-20 campaign. In the seasons since he has featured for Thatcham Town,

Binfield and Uxbridge at step four, while also featuring for Kintbury Rangers and Newbury. 

Oliver

Case

Another product of Bassettôs youth section, Case re-joined the club in January 2024 and played a 

key role in the MenôsFirst Teamôslate season playoff push. In all, he featured 14 times for

Bassett last season. He scored two important goals - against Fairford Town and then in the playoff

semi final against Highworth Town, with both proving to be match winners. An intelligent,

composed player who is strong in the air, Case is an extremely impressive young centre half.

After starting out his youth career with Bassett, Case joined SwindonTownôsAcademy. Following

his release, he joined Highworth in 2021-22 and, across two seasons, featured 62 times for the

Worthians, scoring three goals. He joined Southern League Premier Division Didcot Town at the

start of the 2023-24 campaign, playing 14 times before joining Bassett.

KG Sports Massage & 

Injury Therapy 

Jack Hobson-

McVeigh

An experienced, cultured central midfielder entering his 3rd season with Bassett having joined

from Malmesbury Vics. Cool in possession with excellent distribution skills, the midfielder is also a

threat from set pieces and has the knack for producing spectacular goals - as evidenced by his

thunderous first-time strike against Southam United that earned himBassettôs2022-23 Goal of the

Season award. A New Zealand national and represented his country in the 2009 FIFA Under 17

World Cup in Nigeria in which he scored a spectacular goal against Turkey, helping the Kiwis

reach the last 16. He has played at the highest level in his home country too, having appeared for

Birkenhead United, Waitakere United, West Auckland Town, Team Wellington and WaiBop

United. He moved to Germany in 2016 and played as high as the fifth tier Oberliga Niedderrhein

with Dusseldorf West and SC Union Nettetal. He then moved to England, joining Malmesbury in

2020-21 after a brief spell with Cirencester Town. He scored 7 goals in 12 games that year -

including a goal against Bassett from beyond the halfway line - before registering the same

number of goals in 36 appearances in 2021-22. In his first season with Bassett, Hobson-McVeigh

scored five times in 36 games before adding seven goals in 37 appearances last season.

Paul

Harrison

Player
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Chris

 Taylor

A vastly experienced central midfielder who is entering his fifth season with Bassett. A classy

operator, who is supremely confident on the ball and possesses excellent distribution and superb

fitness, Taylor has been a standout player during his time in blue and yellow - and last season

earned a Manager's and Players' Player of the Year double. Overall, he has featured 115 times

while scoring twice since making his Bassett debut in 2020-21. Taylor joined Bassett after four

years at Highworth Town, during which he helped the Worthians achieve promotion to the

Southern League. However, it is with Swindon Supermarine that Taylor has spent most of his

career. An England Under 15 international in his youth, he featured four times for Swindon Town

in 2002-03 before being released by the Reds in 2006. Taylor then joined Supermarine and made

355 appearances over the course of nine seasons. In that time he achieved promotion to the

Southern League Premier Division in 2006-07 and was part of the Supermarine side that reached

the FA Cup second round in 2010-11. Taylor has also played for Newport County, Maidenhead

United, Cirencester Town, Hungerford Town and Australian side Dandenong Thunder.

Gordon Reeves

Tommy 

Ouldridge

A mercurial midfielder who is entering his fourth full season with Bassett. While capable of

playing in an advanced role both through the middle and out wide, Ouldridge settled into a deeper-

lying position last season and continued to excel. He is an extremely talented player who

possesses great skill, the ability to pick out any pass, an excellent delivery and an eye for goal.

Ouldridge came through Swindon Townôsyouth system and was in and around the Robinsôfirst

team, though never made an appearance. He was released by Swindon after loan spells at

Chippenham Town and Cirencester Town during the 2017-18 season. He started the 2018-19

campaign with Hungerford Town before moving back to the Centurions where he spent the

majority of the next two seasons. After also briefly featuring for Shrivenham in 2019-20, Ouldridge

played six times for Bassett in 2020-21, scoring three goals. A season later, he featured 41 times,

scoring seven goals. Injuries frustrated Ouldridge in 2022-23, but Ouldridge still made 30

appearances, contributing five goals. He was back to full fitness last season and enjoyed arguably

his best season so far in blue and yellow, netting eight times in 47 outings.

Mike Keane

Bailey 

Gallagher

Graduate of Bassettôsyouth section, who made the step up to first team football three seasons

ago after having consistently performed strongly for the clubôsDevelopment team. A highly skilful

attacking midfielder who can play on either wing, he boasts a great turn of pace and is not afraid

to take players on. With his trickery and speed, Gallagher is exceptionally difficult to defend

against and he also has the knack for producing spectacular goals. Gallagher made his

Development team debut in 2018-19, while still featuring in Bassett's youth section, scoring four

times in thirteen games. 22 appearances yielded seven goals in 2019-20 before he produced a

return of six goals in nine Wiltshire League Premier Division matches in the abbreviated 2020-21

campaign. Gallagher then impressed in his first full season playing at Hellenic League Premier

Division level. Bassett's leading outfield appearance maker in 2021-22, he featured 44 times,

scoring nine goals. He added another seven goals in 47 matches in 2022-23 before scoring six

times in 34 games last season.

Mike & Ethan Price

Alfie

Presley

A hugely talented attacking midfielder who re-joined Bassett in October 2023 after brief spells with

Corsham Town and Abingdon Utd at the start of the season. Boasting skill, speed and strength,

the willingness to take defenders on and expert delivery, his performances have seen him earn

Player of the Year awards for Bassett in three different seasons. In 2019-20 Presley was

crowned both ManagerôsPlayer and PlayersôPlayer of the Year, while he earned back-to-back

SupportersôPlayer of the Year prizes in 2022-23 and 2023-24. Presley is a player who has the

ability to play effectively across the entire front line - be that out wide or as a number nine or ten.

He also has an eye for goal, netting 42 times in 113 appearances for Bassett. 

Bridge Garage

01793 853299 

Ollie

Pitt

Pitt is a goalscorer with a prolific record in the Hellenic League Premier Division who joins

Bassett this season from Brimscombe and Thrupp. An assured finisher, Pitt is also a set piece

specialist, who knows how to find the net and tee up his teammates to score from deadball

situations. Pitt began his senior career with Cirencester Town, scoring 50 goals in 125 games for

their Development team from 2009-10 to 2013-14, while also making a dozen appearances for the

Centurionsôfirst team. Pitt joined Brimscombe part way through the 2013-14 campaign and, over

the course of eleven seasons scored 109 goals in 350 games. He twice netted more than 20 goals 

in a season (2016-17 and 2017-18) and was a key member of the Lilywhites side who finished as

Hellenic League Premier Division runners-up in 2018-19. Pitt also had a brief spell with Corsham

Town two seasons ago.

George 

Peare

Peare is a centre forward who joins Bassett this season after splitting the 2023-24 campaign

between Brimscombe and Thrupp. A powerful target man who is strong in the air and an assured

finisher, Peare adds further to Bassettôsattacking options this season. After initially featuring for

Bibury, Peare played for CirencesterôsDevelopment team from 2013 to 2016, largely featuring as

a defender. A move to the opposite end of the pitch has proven to be fruitful though, and he has

been a regular Hellenic League scorer for the likes of Fairford Town - with who he registered

eleven goals in 2021-22, Corsham Town and Malmesbury Victoria.

Finnlay 

Hopkins

Hopkins is a highly talented young forward who joins Bassett from near neighbours Shrivenham

this season. Hopkins was a standout player for Shrivenham in their inaugural Wiltshire League

Premier Division campaign last season, finishing as joint top scorer with 12 goals in 24 games.

Hopkins has also enjoyed success with the Swindon Town FoundationôsC6 team, based at

Commonweal School. Featuring for them in each of the past three seasons, in 2023-24 he was

part of the Swindon team that won the Community and Education Football Alliance Cup - with

Hopkins earning Player of the Match honours in the final - and also finished runners-up in South

East Division One.

Mick Woolford

Player
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Flynn

Walters

Walters is a promising young forward who made his Men's First Team debut two seasons ago.

Skillful, with good pace and an assured finisher, he was a part of the Under 18 Floodlit team who

finished as Wiltshire League Floodlit Division runners-up in 2021-22 and 2022-23. He registered

twice in 13 games for the Under 18s in 2021-22 before playing a more significant role a season

later, scoring eight times in 21 games. Walters' performances saw him earn a place in the club's

senior Men's sides too. In 2022-23, Walters featured five times for the Development team and

made his Men's First Team debut as a substitute against Chipping Sodbury Town, scoring the

final goal to cap a 4-1 victory. Last season he featured eight times for the Men's First Team, while

netting nine times in 19 games for the Development side.

Mark Smedley

Jowan 

Partridge

Recent graduate of Bassett's U18 Floodlit team, an extremely talented young defender who has

the potential to go far in the game. Comfortable at either centre half or half back - while also

possessing the quality to play in central midfield, he possesses a maturity beyond his young age.

Partridge is calm and assured when in possession, an excellent distributor of the ball and his

anticipation and ability to read the game make him an ultra-composed defender. Partridge joined

Bassett's U18 side in 21-22 and quickly stood out as a star player in a team that went on to finish

as Wiltshire League Floodlit Division runners-up. His performances earned the attention of Men's

First Team manager Sam Collier, making his debut as a sub in an FA Vase win against Downton

before appearing twice more. 22-23 saw Partridge earn his first start in an away win at

Mangotsfield United and in all he featured 29 times, with just two appearances coming from the

bench. In a season in which he would go on to be named Bassett's Young Player of the Year, the

defender also narrowly missed out on selection for English Schools FA U18 Schoolboys' squad,

reaching the final trial. Partridge continued to shine last season and was Bassettôsleading

appearance maker, featuring 48 times, scoring 4 times.

Robert

Leighfield

Chris 

Zebroski

A tall, powerful target man with Football League experience who joined Bassett in September

2024. A graduate of the Cirencester Town Academy, Zebroski began his professional career with

Plymouth Argyle, making five appearances with the Devon club while in the Championship in 05-

06. He then joined Millwall and during his time with the Lions spent a fruitful spell with Torquay Utd

in 07-08, scoring 19 goals in 52 games as the Gulls finished third in the Conference National.

Zebroski's career then took him to Wycombe Wanderers, who he helped earn promotion from

League Two with in 08-09 before returning to Torquay and brief spells with Bristol Rovers and

Cheltenham Town. After dropping down to the National League South with Eastleigh in 12-13,

Zebroski returned to the Football League with Newport County a season later, winning their Player

of the Season award in 13-14 after netting 13 times in 39 games. He had a spell away from the

game from 2015 to 2017 before returning to National League Eastleigh in 17-18. Zebroski has

since spent time with Chippenham Town, Malmesbury Victoria, Swindon Supermarine, Melksham

Town, Fleet Town and - most recently - AFC Croydon Athletic, where he was assistant manager

in their Combined Counties League Premier Division South promotion winning campaign.

Alan

Griffin

A high quality target man who enjoyed a distinguished playing career in non-league football. Now

entering his 2nd season asBassettôsassistant manager. Initially joined for the 21-22 season as a

player, scoring 16 times in 32 appearances before joining the coaching staff. While taking on his

current role, Griffin has continued to play, featuring 38 times last season (34 appearances

coming from the bench) and adding 5 goals. As a player, Griffin is an assured finisher, strong in

the air and capable of effectively holding up the ball. He made a prolific start to his playing career

with Corsham in the Western League, and soon moved onto Southern League football, plying his

trade with Cirencester, Chippenham, Gloucester City, Mangotsfield Utd, S.Supermarine and

Bristol Manor Farm. He spent most of his career with Chippenham and was part of their 16-17

promotion winning squad that saw the Bluebirds earn National League South status. In 18-19 he

hit 26 goals for Cirencester as they finished runners-up in Southern League Division One South.

Joined Bassett after splitting the 19-20 season between Melksham Town and Malmebsury

Victoria. Griffin also has prior managerial experience having spent time in charge of Malmesbury.

John & Kath

Fellows

Nick 

Warren

(Coach)

Warren joins BassettôsMenôsFirst Team coaching staff this season after spending most of the

past four years in charge of the clubôsUnder 18 Floodlit team. Warren has been with the club for

more than a decade, beginning as a manager in Bassettôsyouth section. He took over the Under

18 Floodlit team in 2020-21, guiding them to a sixth place finish in the Wiltshire League Floodlit

Division. Bassett then achieved consecutive runners-up finishes under Warrenôsguidance in

2021-22 and 2022-23. He remained in charge of the team at the start of the 2023-24 campaign,

stepping down from his role as manager part way through, though the Under 18s would again

finish in second place. During Warrenôstenure, numerous players have made the step up from

the Under 18s into Bassettôs Menôs First and Development teams. 

Sam 

Collier

(Manager)

Collier has served as Bassett manager since taking the role, initially on an interim basis while still

also a player, in January 2018. In 18-19, his first full season in charge, Collier guided the team to

10th in the Hellenic League Premier Division - at that point, the club's highest ever finish. Bassett

then exceeded that record with a 5th place finish in 22-23. Last season Bassett went one better,

finishing 4th while also reaching the Hellenic League Premier Division promotion playoff final.

Bassett have also set records in national cup competitions under Collier's stewardship, with his

sides equalling the club's best FA Cup run in 20-21 and going further than ever before in the FA

Vase, reaching the third round in 21-22, 22-23 and 23-24. This is Collier's second job in

management after he served as Shrivenham player-manager from February 2014 to 2015. As a

player, Collier has made 160 appearances for Bassett. Mainly featuring as a striker, he has

scored 71 goals, finishing as top scorer in 09-10, when Bassett earned promotion from Hellenic

League Division One West, and 10-11. Collier has played in almost every other position for

Bassett too - including as goalkeeper, making a last minute penalty save in 22-23 to preserve a

point against eventual champions Cribbs. During his playing career, he also featured for Purton,

Abingdon United, Cirencester Town, Wantage Town and Thatcham Town among others.

Mick Woolford

Player
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Downton 0 - 6 Highworth Town

Malmesbury Victoria 2 - 6 Bemerton Heath Harlequins

Melksham Town 2 - 0 Laverstock & Ford

Royal Wootton Bassett Town** 2 - 4 Westbury United

Swindon Supermarine 2 - 0 Corsham Town

Chippenham Town bye

Salisbury FC bye

Swindon Town bye

** Game awarded to Royal Wootton Bassett Town as Westbury United played an ineligible player

Bemerton Heath Harlequins 9 - 2 Swindon Town

Chippenham Town 1 - 1 Royal W. Bassett Town  (Won 4-2 pens)

Highworth Town 1 - 2 Swindon Supermarine

Melksham Town 3 - 5 Salisbury

Salisbury 5 - 0 Bemerton Heath Harlequins

Swindon Supermarine 4 - 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town

Salisbury v Swindon Supermarine

Final

WILTSHIRE FA PREMIER SHIELD

SEASON 2024-25

First Round 

Quarter Final

Semi Finals

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset 

Down Workshops, Basset 

Down, Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match 

food for both our 

Development and Ladies 

sides  
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Premier Division leaders Hartpury 
University were held to a 1-1 draw at 
Hereford Pegasus, who took the lead in the 
36th minute through Michael Burgess with 
Leon Machisa levelling after 61 minutes. 

 

Level on points but in second place on goal 
difference and having played five games 
more are Mangotsfield United, who beat 
visitors Malmesbury Victoria 3-0 with 
Archie Morris, Mircea Ilea and Lewis Powell 
netting. 

 

Raphael Oppong scored the only goal of the 
game to give hosts Corsham Town a 1-0 
win over Thornbury Town.   

 

Roman Glass St George triumphed 2-0 
away at Brimscombe & Thrupp with Chris 
Lines and an injury time second from Jeno 
Williams doing the damage for Roman Glass 
to maintain their push for the play-offs. They 
remain in third place in the table five points 
behind Mangotsfield but with four games in 
hand.  

 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town secured 
three vital points to keep their play-off hopes 
alive with a 2-1 away win at Cirencester 
Town on the 3G at the Corinium Stadium, 
Jack Hobson-McVeigh and Kyle Witt with the 
goals for the visitors. 

 

Karnell Chambers and substitute Connor 
Walters delivered the goods for Tuffley 
Rovers in their 2-0 away victory at Pershore 
Town, damaging Pershoreôs play-off 
ambitions in the process.  

Tonightôs visitors Worcester Raiders saw off 
visitors Slimbridge 3-0 with Jordan Murphy, 
Jade Ferron and Vannylson Silva on target 
to maintain their push for those play-off 
spots. 

 

Highworth Town remain in the final play-off 
spot but dropped two points when they were 
held to a 1-1 draw by near neighbours 
Fairford Town at the Recreation Ground, 
Jamal Lawrence putting visitors Fairford 
ahead with a goal on 15 minutes but an 
equaliser for Highworth from Leon Morrison 
six minutes into the second half ensured a 
share of the spoils. Both sides will be viewing 
this as two points dropped in their quest for 
those play-off places.  

 

There was one game played on Friday night 
and it saw Sporting Club Inkberrow come 
from behind to beat visitors Westfields. Dan 
Stoneman gave Westfields a first half lead 
but they were reduced to ten men when Sam 
Hunt was shown a red card. Greg Guy 
headed an equaliser before Jay Higgins-
Pugsley snatched the winner two minutes 
later. 
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League Cups Season 2024 -25 

Marsh Challenge Cup  

Abingdon United 7 - 0 Ardley United Dev

Aston Clinton Res 3 - 4 Wantage Town

Bewdley Town 6 - 0 Bourton Rovers Dev

Carterton (4-2 pens) 3 - 3 Swindon Supermarine Dev

Chipping Sodbury Town 2 - 3 Cheltenham Saracens

Didcot Town Dev 2 - 1 Chalfont Wasps

Droitwich Spa W - L Southam United

Easington Sports Dev 1 - 4 Bishops Cleeve Dev

Headington Amateurs Aban FC Stratford

Holmer Green Dev 3 - 5 Woodstock Town

Kidlington Res W - L Long Crendon Dev

Ludlow Town W - L Evesham Dev

Newent Town 1 - 9 Wellington

Prestwood 1 - 1 Clanfield 85  (3-4 pens)

Bishop Cleeve Dev W - L Headington or FC Stratford

Carterton Town 0 - 6 Bewdley Town

Didcot Town Dev 0 - 2 Clanfield 85

Droitwich Spa 5 - 1 Cheltenham Saracens

Kidlington Res 3 - 0 Woodstock Town

Redditch Borough 4 - 2 Gloucester City Dev

Shortwood Utd (Won 5-4 pens) 1 - 1 Stonehouse Town

Taplow United W - L Mortimer

Tytherington Rocks 2 - 2 Univ of Bristol  (Won 4-3 Pens)

Wantage Town 2 - 3 Abingdon United

Watlington Town 3 - 0 Thame United A

Wellington 1 - 3 Ludlow Town

Abingdon United 1 - 2 Longlevens

Bewdley Town 2 - 1 Sporting Club Inkberrow

Bishops Cleeve Dev 0 - 3 Roman Glass St George

Corsham Town ** 1 - 1 Thornbury T (Won 5- 4 pens)

Droitwich Spa 2 - 0 Westfields

Hereford Pegasus 2 - 0 Redditch Borough

Highworth Town 1 - 1 Cirencester T ( Won 6-5 pens)

Ludlow T (Won 5-3 Pens) 2 - 2 Slimbridge

Lydney T (Won 5-4 pens) 2 - 2 Clanfield 85**

Malmesbury Vics L - W Hartpury University

Mangotsfield United 1 - 1 Fairford T ( Won 4-3 pens)

Pershore Town 8 - 0 Brimscombe & Thrupp

Taplow United 2 - 3 University of Bristol

Tuffley Rovers 1 - 2 Shortwood United

Watlington Town 0 - 2 Royal W. Bassett Town

Worcester Raiders 4 - 1 Kidlington Res

** Game awarded to opponents due to ineligible player(s)

Clanfield 85 v Cirencester Town

Hartpury University v Droitwich Spa

Hereford Pegasus v Worcester Raiders

Longlevens v Royal W. Bassett Town

Ludlow Town v Bewdley Town

Roman Glass St George v Corsham Town

Shortwood United v Pershore Town

University of Bristol v Fairford Town

HELLENIC LEAGUE MARSH CHALLENGE CUP

SEASON 2024-25

First Round 

Second Round

Third Round

Fourth Round
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