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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Girlôs Section: Sam Wood 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officer:  Mandy Cox  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer:  Adam Wood 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-99, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 
GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League Premier Division fixture 
against Cirencester Town. Tonightôs league 
meeting will be the first competitive league 
fixture between the two sides since way back 
in Season 1990-91 when the two sides met 
in the old Hellenic League Division One 
West. 

A warm welcome to all the players, 
management team, club officials and 
supporters from Cirencester who have made 
the short trip over for tonightôs game. We 
hope you all enjoy your short stay with us 
this evening and we wish you a safe journey 
home. Whilst for many in the Cirencester 
squad this will be their first game at the 
Sustain Stadium, there are a couple of 
familiar faces in the Cirencester squad who 
have only recently departed Bassett who will 
be very familiar with the surroundings here at 
the Sustain Stadium. It is special warm 
welcome back to both Dave Bampton and 
Jonny Aitkenhead who have both served this 
club well over the years. I am sure both will 
be very keen to make a point to Sam tonight 
that he should have given them more game 
time, this season in the case of Jonny, and 
last season in the case of Dave. 

In total the two sides have met on just six 
occasions in the league, al of them coming at 
the end of the 1980ôs beginning of the 1990ôs 
when Bassett first joined the Hellenic 
League. Cirencester had the better of things, 
winning on two occasions, Bassett once and 
three games ending in a draw. 

The first meeting was back in November 
1988 and ended in a 2-2 draw, Colin Valters 
with both Bassett goals that day. Valters was 
again on the score sheet in our one and only 
win over Cirencester which came just ten 
days later, a Valters strike and one from Paul 
Harper giving us a 2-1 win. An extract from 
the programme from that game showing the 
anticipated starting lineups is included in 
tonightôs programme. 

Both games the following season ended in 
draws, 2-2 at Rylands Way and 1-1 in the 

return. All three Bassett goals in the two 
fixtures were scored by Damon York.  
Season 1990-91 was the final season where 
the two sides met in the league, Cirencester 
edging two tight games by a solitary goal in 
each game. 

Cirencester have not had the best of starts to 
life back in the Hellenic League after taking 
voluntary relegation from the Southern 
League at the end of last season. However, 
they have picked up in recent weeks and we 
will certainly need to be at our best if we are 
to return to winning ways and extended our 
unbeaten run to three games. After that 3-0 
defeat to Hartpury on the special occasion of 
the opening of the Chris Kirkland Stand, we 
have lost 1-0 away at Tuffley Rovers, 
bounced back with an impressive 2-0 away 
win at near neighbours and rivals Highworth 
Town and then drawn with Hartpury in the 
return fixture.  Hopefully we can make it 
three games unbeaten with a good result 
here tonight and start to climb the table. 

Looking at our other teams, the Development 
Team have not had the best of starts to the 
season and have won just two games so far. 
One of those wins was the recent 1-0 home 
win over Park United but that was followed 
up last Saturday by a heavy defeat away at 
Calne Town Reserves, a side Bassett did the 
double over last season.  The Dev Team are 
back in action on Saturday with a difficult 
looking away trip to Trowbridge Town, now 
managed by Wayne Thorne.  

The Womenôs side in contrast have made a 
great start to the season and have won every 
game so far. This included a penalty shoot 
out win in the FA Cup last Sunday against 
higher league opposition which saw the 
ladies bag another Ã3,000 in prize money 
with a minimum further Ã1,000 to come in the 
next round. By the time you read these notes 
we will know who our opponents will be, as 
will also be the case for the menôs first team 
in the FA Vase.. Hopefully both draws have 
been kind to us.  Enjoy the game.  

Mˉʿʔ 
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Cirencester Town FC was formed in 1889 
and played amateur football in the 
Cirencester & District League, Cheltenham 
League and eventually the Gloucestershire 
Northern Senior League. 

In the late ó60s Cirencester joined the 
Gloucester County League, moving from 
there up to the Hellenic League in 1969.  
During that time, they had their first national 
cup run, reaching the 2nd round proper of the 
FA Amateur Cup. They won their first major 
piece of silverware, taking the Hellenic First 
Division Championship in 1973-74 to reach 
the Premier Division.  Following a 
subsequent relegation, the modern phase of 
development was slowly established, with 
their Smithsfield ground being improved. 

Season 1995-96 was the start of the new 
era. In partnership with Cirencester College, 
the club began the groundbreaking Football 
Academy programme. Developing rapidly, 
first under Dave Hockaday and when he 
moved as Youth Team Manager to Watford 
FC, followed by Steve Lowndes, the 
Academy have been National College 
Champions in ô97 and in ô98, five times 
winners of the English Schools FA U19 
Colleges Cup since 1998, and British 
Colleges Trophy Champions 4 times since 
ô97. The youngsters have regularly reached 
the latter stages of the FA Youth Cup as the 
last remaining non-league club in that 
competition and in 2008-09 reached the third 
round proper before losing to Sunderland at 
the Stadium of Light. The success of the 
Academy has had the knock-on effect of 
providing CTFC with new blood and 
developing talent. 

Off field, a long planning process led to the 
development of the Community Club phase 
led by Chairman Steve Abbley and 
implemented over 3 years by Business 
Manager Anna Kocherhan. In summer 2002 
Brian Hughes succeeded Ray Baverstock as 
manager. At the same time the club, having 
invested the proceeds of the sale of 
Smithsfield in the Corinium Stadium at 
Kingshill, moved into their new faciltity and 
renamed as ñThe Centurionsò. This 
development was followed in November 

2004 by the opening of The Arena, a state-of
-the-art full size indoor training facility. We 
have now been awarded the FAôs ñCharter 
Standard Community Clubò status and this 
summer we received the 2006 
Gloucestershire FA Award for ñCharter 
Standard Community Club of the Yearò, 
which was presented to Steve Abbley by Sir 
Geoff Hurst. 

In May 2006, after four highly successful 
years and having raised expectations at the 
club, Brian Hughes resigned as First Team 
Manager to be replaced by Neil Hards.  Neil 
had taken a year out of football after his 
achievements at Winchester City where they 
gained ñback-to-backò promotions and won 
the FA Vase in 2004. Unfortunately, despite 
some good early performances, the team 
lacked the necessary consistency, and a 
disastrous run of results after Christmas 
meant they finished in the relegation places. 
However, the club was later reprieved from 
relegation after a number of changes were 
made to club allocations in the non-league 
structure due to club mergers and other 
decisions. 

Manager Adi Viveash left the Centurions to 
take up his role as Chelsea and Brian 
Hughes was again called upon to take up the 
hot seat as First Team manager. The 2009 ï 
10 seasons proved to be a very successful 
one with the Development squad winning the 
league in their first season and the first team 
gaining promotion via the play offs after 2 
very good away wins both with late goals. 

Manager Brian Hughes managed the clubs 
first season back in the Premier Division in 
2010-2011 and the club finished 13th.  
Unfortunately, 2011-12 saw the heartbreak of 
relegation and our first year back in the 
South & West division saw us finish 10th in 
the table. 

2013-2014 saw the club have its most 
successful season ever gaining automatic 
promotion back to the Southern League 
Premier by clinching the title on the last day 
of the season to beat Merthyr Town to the 
championship.  

Todayõs Opponents  

Cirencester Town  
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Brian Hughes worked with a small squad 
which managed to overturn a 9-point deficit 
and clinched the title last term by winning 
the last 7 games of the season whilst 
everyone else dropped points on the way.  

2016-2017 saw changes at the helm after a 
poor start Brian Hughes was relieved of the 
managerôs job and Charlie Griffin was 
installed as his replacement. The 2017-2018 
saw a brand-new state of the art 3G pitch 
installed at The Corinium Stadium. After a 
slow start The Centurions missed out on a 
playoff spot on goal difference and 
disappoint was to follow last season after 
finishing runners up, promotion was denied 
via the play offs losing to Cinderford Town 
FC in the semi-final by 1 goal. 

December 2019 saw another change with 
former North Leigh manager John Brough 
take the helm replacing Charlie Griffin after a 
disappointing start to the season. The 
change nearly had the desired effect as the 
Centurions climbed the table with a play off 
place in sight before the season was sadly 
cut short due to the current situation, we find 

ourselves in relating to COVID 19. 

The COVID-19 pandemic put paid to two 
seasons before we returned fully in 2021-
2022. After a great league campaign, 
heartbreak again for the Centurions as we 
missed out on possible promotion losing in 
the play offs again. 

2020-2024 was a new era for Ciren with the 
appointment of John Brough. Johnôs first 
season ended in heartbreak with a loss in 
the playoffs, season 2 was curtailed due to 
COVID when the Centurions were league 
leaders. The last 2 seasons were extremely 
difficult after we were placed in the Central 
division, missing out on the playoffs both 
seasons by 1 point.  

2024 voluntary relegation to the Hellenic 
league was taken due to the levels of travel 
required in the Southern League, we ended 
our 28 year stay. Following the departure of 
John Brough we appointed assistant 
manager and ex player James Mortimer-
Jones. 

Todayõs Opponents  

Cirencester Town  
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RWBTFC Wins 

2 
Cirencester 

Wins 

3 

 

Draws 

Previous Meetings  

v Cirencester Town  

Season Date Comp Result

1988.89 9-Nov-88 Hellenic Div 1 Cirencester Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Drew

1988.89 19-Nov-88 Hellenic Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Cirencester Town 1 Won

1989.90 17-Feb-90 Hellenic Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Cirencester Town 2 Drew

1989.90 4-Apr-90 Hellenic Div 1 Cirencester Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Drew

1990.91 30-Mar-91 Hellenic Div 1 Cirencester Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

1990.91 11-May-91 Hellenic Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Cirencester Town 1 Lost

Match Details

Extract from the programme for the one league game Bassett have won against Cirencester 
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Todayõs Opponents 

Cirencester Town  

Excludes statistics from Saturdayôs game against Highworth Town 
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