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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 

GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League Premier Division fixture 
against near neighbours Malmesbury 
Victoria. Tonightôs game was supposed to be 
an away fixture but has been switched to the 
Sustain Stadium due to ongoing issues with 
the Malmesbury pitch following the major 
maintenance work undertaken in the summer 
months.  

A warm welcome to all the players, 
management team, club officials and 
supporters from Malmesbury who have 
made the short journey along the B4042. 
Both the Malmesbury manager Ant Brown 
and assistant Paul Carson are former 
Wootton Bassett players, as are a number of 
their squad here this evening. A special 
warm welcome to all of our old players who 
return this evening, in particular Stephen 
Robertson who scored a hat-trick for 
Wootton Bassett Town in the last league 
meeting between the two sides in 2013 
which was also the last game ever played at 
Rylands Way before our move. The 
programme cover and match report from that 
game is included in tonightôs programme. 

As often the way with these derby games, 
we also have a couple of players in our 
squad here tonight who have represented 
Malmesbury not least Alan Griffin who was at 
the Flying Monk not only as a player but also 
as part of the management team. Jack 
Hobson-McVeigh is another who has played 
in the black and white at Malmesbury, having 
joined us from Malmesbury a couple of 
seasons ago, although it is not clear at the 
time of writing whether he will be able to play 
tonight. 

Malmesbury made a decent start on their 
return to the Premier Division following last 
seasonôs win in the Division One play-offs , 
winning two of their first three league games. 
Although they have lost the other four league 
games played to date, they pushed 
Highworth Town all the way last week in 
midweek and we will need to be at our best if 

we are to return to winning ways here this 
evening. Despite being just up the road we 
have not played that many games against 
Malmesbury Vics over the years, in fact it is 
just 26 since Malmesbury United merged 
with Swindon Victoria to form Malmesbury 
Victoria. Our record against them is eight 
wins, eight draws and ten defeats. Whilst 
Malmesbury have the better overall record in 
the fixture, we have won five of the six most 
recent games. 

Since the last programme we have exited the 
FA Cup losing against Didcot who 
themselves went out of the competition on 
Saturday, beaten 3-0 away at Taunton Town, 
won away at Thornbury Town and then lost 
heavily away at Corsham. Since their move 
across to the Hellenic League, Corsham 
have become our bogey side and we have 
lost heavily at the Southbrook Ground on 
both our last two visits. Sam was obviously 
disappointed with that result and 
performance and will be expecting a reaction 
from the players here this evening. 

The Development Team have not made the 
best of starts in the Premier Division of the 
Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior League, 
going down 1-0 at home to Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins Res in their latest game. Matters 
were not helped I understand by a harsh 
early sending off for Flynn Walters and I 
know from compiling the League roundup on 
Saturday night both teams were not happy 
with the referee in a game that I was told 
was played in a good spirit yet saw multiple 
cards being dished out.  

The Womenôs team got their season under 
way with a 5-1 away win in the FA Cup 
against Ross Juniors. For the second season 
running they have already won more prize 
money than the menôs team in the FA Cup. 
Well done to Adam and his team. 

Enjoy the game tonight and hopefully a 
return to winning ways and local bragging 
rights over Malmesbury. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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GOOD EVENING. Itôs a pleasure to 
welcome our supporters 
along with the players, 
officials and supporters 
from Malmesbury Vics 
FC to the Sustain 
Stadium today for this 
Hellenic Premier League 
fixture that was originally 
scheduled to be played 
at the Flying Monk 
Ground but due to pitch 
improvement work has 
been switched here. 

Itôs been a while since there was a league 
fixture between the two clubs and I am sure 
we are going to see a good crowd tonight.   
Both teams come in to the game with 2 wins 
from their 6 league fixtures and will be 
looking for early season, local bragging 
rights.  Malmesbury squad contains a few ex
-Bassett players, notably Steve Robertson 
along with Aaron Stevens and Zac Skinner.   
Martin Sinclair, who featured in my U18 
floodlight team also features and there is a 
clash of the Pitt brothers to look forward to 
as Ollie, assuming he is fit, takes on his 
brother Kyle. 

By now, I had been hoping to report some 
better news on the injury front but once again 
a depleted squad at Corsham was missing 
Chris Taylor, Jack Hobson-McVeigh, Louie 
Spalding and Ollie Pitt.   Hopefully it will not 
be long before Erin has them back to full 
fitness. 

The Development squad go into the 
weekendôs game against Bemerton on the 
back of two very creditable draws against 
Wroughton and Shrewton respectively.   The 
strength of the Wilts League is clear to see 

and I am sure it is going to be a highly 
competitive and closely fought league with 
several teams looking to pay at a higher 
level. 

The Womenôs team will have also got their 
season under way by the time you read this 
after their WFA Cup visit to Ross Juniors 
who will prove to be tough opposition.   I 
know Adam is very happy with the squad he 
has assembled and is looking forward to the 
challenges ahead. 

Next Sunday sees the Youth section begin 
their fixtures in the North Wilts League ï we 
wish them all the very best of luck and hope 
they have enjoyable and successful 
seasons.  

Before I sign off, I must congratulate our 
supporters for their behaviour, especially in 
the light of the extreme provocation at 
Corsham on Tuesday mainly by one man 
and his gaggle of youngsters that followed 
him óPied Piperô like around the ground.  Sing 
your songs, bang your drum as much as you 
want but do not try to intimidate our 
management team with a speaker and siren 
adjacent to the dug out and certainly keep 
the vile language to yourself.  I am sure the 
majority of the people there were 
embarrassed by the behaviour and it 
certainly will not be tolerated here. 

Thank you all for your continued support, it is 
greatly appreciated.   We look forward to 
seeing you again on Saturday for the 
opening of the Chris Kirkland stand and the 
visit of Hartpury College. 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

RWBTFC 

Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Malmesbury Victoria  

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Hartpury University 36 29 5 2 116 20 92

2 Malmesbury Victoria 36 26 5 5 87 32 83

3 Clanfield 85 36 26 3 7 87 38 81

4 Sporting Club Inkberrow 36 20 6 10 79 41 66

5 Devizes Town 36 19 6 11 87 54 63

6 FC Bristol 36 20 3 13 91 71 63

7 F C Stratford 36 17 7 12 70 48 58

8 Calne Town 36 18 4 14 74 61 58

9 Shortwood United 36 15 8 13 68 59 53

10 Abingdon United 36 17 1 18 64 62 52

11 Tytherington Rocks 36 15 2 19 58 69 47

12 Cheltenham Saracens 36 13 7 16 51 64 46

13 Stonehouse Town 36 12 8 16 63 73 44

14 Southam United 36 13 3 20 57 92 42

15 Newent Town 36 10 7 19 60 83 37

16 Kidlington Res 36 8 5 23 44 87 29

17 Long Crendon 36 7 3 26 44 93 24

18 Chipping Sodbury Town 36 5 6 25 28 103 21

19 Moreton Rangers 36 5 5 26 35 113 20

2023-2024 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Division One

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2009/10 Hellenic League Prem n/a 2QR 42 8 9 25 48 108 33 19 out of 22 P. Corcoran 10

2010/11 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a 1QR 28 8 3 17 40 79 27 13 out of 15 M. Field 13

2011/12 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a n/a 32 6 8 18 35 61 26 16 out of 17 M. Field 10

2012/13 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a n/a 30 5 3 22 36 75 18 15 out of 16 E. Wilkins 8

2013/14 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a 1QR 28 8 5 15 37 59 29 12 out of 15 S. Chilcott

2014/15 Wiltshire Senior Prem Div n/a 1st 32 25 4 3 112 48 79 1 out of 17 S. Packer 30

2015/16 Wiltshire Senior Prem Div n/a 2QR 28 19 1 8 85 44 58 3 out of 15 A. Griffin 16

2016/17 Western League Div 1 n/a 1QR 42 18 7 17 82 82 61 9 out of 22 S. Parker 24

2017/18 Western League Div 1 n/a 2QR 42 14 9 19 69 97 51 15 out of 22 J. Packer 16

2018/19 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a 2nd 22 15 1 6 83 25 46 4 out of 12 Not known

2019/20 Hellenic Div 1 West EP 1st 21 12 2 7 57 31 38 6* out of 16 Not known

2020/21 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a 2QR 10 4 4 2 20 10 16 5* out of 15 Not known

2021/22 Hellenic Division 1 n/a 1QR 32 11 8 13 62 75 41 11 out of 17 H. Archer 16

2022/23 Hellenic Division 1 n/a 1QR 36 18 5 13 70 58 59 8 out of 19 K. Witt 14

2023/24 Hellenic Division 1 n/a 2QR 36 26 5 5 87 32 83 2 out of 19 K. Witt 32

461 197 74 190 923 884 * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

42.7% 16.1% 41.2%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

171 58 26 87 308 340 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 33.9% 15.2% 50.9%

60 44 5 11 197 92 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 73.3% 8.3% 18.3%

104 55 18 31 219 165 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 52.9% 17.3% 29.8%

84 32 16 36 151 179 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 38.1% 19.0% 42.9%

42 8 9 25 48 108 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 19.0% 21.4% 59.5%Hellenic League Premier Div

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Hellenic League Division 1

Malmesbury Vics Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Hellenic Division 1 West

Western League Div 1

Wiltshire Senior Prem Div
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Todayõs Opponents 

Malmesbury Victoria  
FOUNDED 

1898 

 

GROUND 
Flying Monk Ground, 

Gloucester Road, 

Malmesbury, SN16 9JS  

 

 

MAJOR HONOURS 
Hellenic League Division One 

Play-Off Winners 2023-24 

 

Wiltshire Senior Cup 

Winners 2001-02 

 

Wiltshire Senior League 

Premier Division Winners 

1999-2000, 2014-15 

 

Wiltshire Senior League Cup 

Winners 2001-02 

 

Wiltshire Junior Cup Winners 

1986-87 

 

 

CHAIRMAN 
Bernie Davies 

 

 

CLUB SECRETARY 
Brendon Rice 

  
 

MANAGER 

Ant Brown 

The Club was originally formed 
in 1898, and was known as 
Malmesbury Town, then 
Malmesbury United.  Then in 
the 1970ôs, amalgamated with 
a successful Swindon Club 
known as Swindon Victoria.   

The Club has played in various 
locations in and around the 
Town before eventually settling 
on the present site, known as 
The Flying Monk Ground.  The 
ground was previously owned 
by the pub known as The 
Flying Monk. 

There have been ups and 
downs over the past few years, 
but in 1999/2000 the Club was 
extremely successful with both 
Saturday sides winning their 
respective Leagues for the first 
time since 1974.  The first 
team won the Wiltshire 
Premier League to clinch 
promotion to the Hellenic 
League, with the reserves 
winning the equivalent Junior 
Division to gain promotion to 
the Premier Division. 

During their first season in the 
Hellenic League the first team 
acquitted themselves well to 
finish 4th in the League.  Since 
then things have been much 
harder to finish in the top half 
of the league, but in 2001/2002 
the Club did win the Wiltshire 
Senior Cup.  2004/2005 saw 
the Club decide to start an 
Under 18ôs team in the 
Wiltshire Floodlit League. 

The Club has made huge 
steps to improve the facilities, 
in the summer of 2004 the 
giant step of installing 
floodlights was completed and 
the summer of 2005 saw the 

complete refurbishment of the 
Clubhouse. 

In the 2006/07 season, we 
were unlucky not to get 
promotion into the Hellenic 
Premier League, finishing in 
fourth place.  The following 
season 2007/08, we had a 
poor start, and half way 
through, after a change of 
management finished the 
season in 15th place. 

The 2008/09 season saw the 
Club finish in the runners-up 
spot in Division 1 West, and 
with it came promotion to the 
Hellenic Premier Division, this 
being the Clubôs highest level 
of football in its history.  
However, the Club was 
relegated at the end of 
2009/10 as the ground had not 
reached the required standard 
to continue in that division. 

After dropping down and 
returning to a focus on local 
players, the club saw great 
success in the Wilts premier 
league, ending in being 
champions in 2014/15 season 
and gaining promotion to the 
Western League for 2016/17 
season and finishing in a very 
respectable 9th position. 
Following a mid-table finish in 
2017/18, League re-structuring 
has seen the club return to the 
Hellenic League in the 1 West 
Division where we look forward 
to renewing old friendships and 
making new ones. 

The Club is in the early 
discussion stages to move to a 
new ground close to the 
present one, but high enough 
not to have to worry about 
flooding.   
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Todayõs Opponents  

Malmesbury Victoria  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Malmesbury Victoria  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Chalmers Phin 8 6 2

2  George Evatt 7

3  Danny Gudger 7 3

4  Kyle Pitts 7

5  Martin Sinclair 7

6  Zac Skinner 7 1 1

7  Jack Smith 7 5

8  Harrison Archer 6 2

9  Andy Baker 6 2

10  Matthew Jones 6 1

11  Jake Love 6

12  Biagio Mazzotta 6

13 Stephen James Robertson 6 1

14  Tom Wynn-Davis 6 2

15  Lewis Toop 5 1 1

16  Travis Wood 5

17  Freddie Lawton 4

18  Antony Brown 3 1

19  Benjamin Patey 3 1

20 Macawley Brown 2

21  Lewis King 2

22  Mason Thompson 2

23  Freddie Allman 1

24  Zac Berry 1

25  Charlie Evatt 1

26  Aaron Stevens 1

Discipline Table

Malmesbury Vics Season 2024-25
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Previous Encounters  

Malmesbury Victoria  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

8 

 

RWBTFC Wins 

10 
Malmesbury Vics 

Wins 

8 

 

Draws 

Previous Meetings
Season Date W/D/L Competition Bassett Scorers

1975-76 3-Sep-75 Lost Wilts Comb Malmesbury Vics 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0

1975-76 27-Dec-75 Won Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 1 Malmesbury Vics 0 J. Parsons

1976-77 5-Mar-77 Lost Wilts County Malmesbury Vics 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 May

1976-77 Not known Drew Wilts County Wootton Bassett Town 0 Malmesbury Vics 0

1977-78 8-Oct-77 Lost Wilts County Malmesbury Vics 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Cox

1977-78 22-Oct-77 Won Wilts County Wootton Bassett Town 3 Malmesbury Vics 1 B.Burton 2, Spires

1979-80 22-Aug-79 Drew Wilts County Malmesbury Vics 3 Wootton Bassett Town 3 May, Keep, Chambers

1979-80 26-Jan-80 Lost Wilts County Wootton Bassett Town 1 Malmesbury Vics 5 Evans

1991-92 30-Nov-91 Lost WSC Malmesbury Vics 5 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Scorers not known

2004-05 7-Sep-04 Drew FLC Wootton Bassett Town 0 Malmesbury Vics 0

2005-06 24-Sep-05 Drew Hell D1 West Wootton Bassett Town 1 Malmesbury Vics 1 Messenger

2005-06 11-Mar-06 Won Hell D1 West Malmesbury Vics 0 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Hall, Gee

2006-07 28-Aug-06 Drew Hell D1 West Wootton Bassett Town 1 Malmesbury Vics 1 King

2006-07 9-Jan-06 Drew Hell D1 West Malmesbury Vics 3 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Bennett, Hall, White

2007-08 2-Feb-08 Lost Hell D1 West Malmesbury Vics 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Saunders

2007-08 18-Mar-08 Drew Hell D1 West Wootton Bassett Town 1 Malmesbury Vics 1 Saunders

2008-09 21-Oct-08 Lost FLC Malmesbury Vics 3 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2008-09 4-Nov-08 Lost Hell D1 West Malmesbury Vics 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2008-09 11-Apr-09 Drew Hell D1 West Wootton Bassett Town 0 Malmesbury Vics 0

2011-12 13-Aug-11 Lost Hell D1 West Malmesbury Vics 3 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2011-12 17-Mar-12 Won Hell D1 West Wootton Bassett Town 4 Malmesbury Vics 2 Edmondson, Delaney, Bown, Green

2012-13 7-Aug-12 Won Hell D1 West Malmesbury Vics 0 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Yeardley, Terry

2012-13 23-Apr-13 Won Hell D1 West Wootton Bassett Town 3 Malmesbury Vics 0 Robertson 3

2014-15 11-Oct-14 Won WSC Malmesbury Vics 2 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Yeardley, Traas, Terry

2020-21 16-Apr-21 Won Hell LC Malmesbury Vics 1 Royal W. Bassett Town 5 Wells 2, Wrona 2, Smith

2020-21 27-Apr-21 Lost Hell LC Royal W. Bassett Town 1 Malmesbury Vics 3 Bohane

Biggest Win

8 5 - 1

10 5 - 1

8Draws

Result

Royal Wootton Bassett Town wins

Malmesbury Vics wins

Results only for games after Malmesbury United merged with Swindon Victoria at the end of 

Season 1974-75 to form Malmesbury Victoria. 
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Featured Game v  

Malmesbury Victoria  

On This Day in History 

UK Prime Minister 

Tony Blair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of UK Singles Chart  

Itôs Chico Time - Chico 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of UK Album Charts  

Rae - Corrine Bailey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Film in Cinemas 

Date Movie 

 

In the News on This Day 

Practically every teenager and adult has a 

MySpace or Bebo account  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

Malmesbury 0 W. Bassett Town 2 

11th March 2006 

Wootton Bassett Town's defence once again showed 
why they are the best in the league as they kept 
another clean sheet ï their seventh of the year ï in a 
comfortable 2-0 victory away at Malmesbury Victoria. 

Bassett did the damage in the first half and took the 
lead in the 13th minute when Rich Gee headed home 
at the far post from an in-swinging Nathan Hall free 
kick taken from what looked like an impossible angle. 

Five minutes later the lead should have been doubled 
but Lee Marshall headed over a free header from a 
Matty Bennett cross. 

A looping cross from Andy Mitchell tested John 
Haines just before the half hour mark as his cross 
from the right sailed just over. 

In the 33rd minute Jon Smith missed a sitter, which 
should have levelled the game up again. Mitchell cut 
the ball back to Smith, who was lurking on the edge 
of the six yard box but the Malmesbury forward shot 
wide of the near post. 

Five minutes before the break Bennett latched onto a 
Hall through ball before nutmegging the last man. 
Bennett's finished wasn't up to scratch though as he 
dragged the ball wide with his left foot from the edge 
of the area. 

However Bassett doubled the lead a minute before 
the break when Sam Lawro played a ball into the 
corner and both Bennett and Malmesbury 'keeper 

Martin Woodhouse chased it down. Bennett was first 
to the ball and rounded Woodhouse before cutting 
the ball from the byline to an unmarked Hall, who 
tapped into the open goal from six yards. 

Malmesbury forced a save out of Haines in first half 
stoppage time as he was equal to a Rob Hunt 
header. 

Nine minutes after the restart a first time effort from 
Mitchell sailed over before Anthony McCusker was 
booked for dissent. Hall then shot over from the edge 
of the area in the 57th minute. 

Two minutes later Bennett latched onto a clearance 
from Gee in behind the Malmesbury defence. Bennett 
ran untouched towards goal and shot from 15 yards, 
forcing a good save from Woodhouse who tipped 
wide. Steve Bunting replaced McCusker in the 60th 
minute before Chris Hawkins came on for Stu 
Hemsley nine minutes later. 

With sixteen minutes left, Hawkins drilled a low cross 
into the box, which struck a Malmesbury defender 
and if it weren't for the positioning of Woodhouse, 
Bassett would have furthered their lead. 

A trip by Nathan Hall earned him a yellow card in the 
81st minute before Ryan Whitefield was given his 
debut, the ex-Cricklade player replacing Paul 
Crabtree. 

Malmesbury pushed for a goal that would pull them to 
within one of their opponents but this search was in 
vain as the Bassett defence held out. 

Scoop's Man of the Match: Richard Gee  
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Last Home Meeting  

v Malmesbury Vics  

The last time we met Malmesbury at home 
in a league game was something of a 
special occasion, the last ever game at 
Rylands Way. The match report from that 
game is below. In recognition of the 
occasion of his hat-trick we were going to 
invite Steve Robertson along to tonightôs 
game but we must thank Malmesbury for 
getting their first. Hopefully this evening will 
not be so memorable for Steve! 

 

It may have taken 76 minutes for Wootton 
Bassett Town to break the deadlock in their 
final fixture at Rylands Way, but once they 
did they ensured a perfect ending to life at 
where they have called home for over three 
quarters of a century. 

For when Steve Robertson steered Mark 
Barnes' elegant cross into the back of the 
net, it triggered a superb finish. Robertson, 
who came on as a substitute, bagged two 
more to complete an outstanding hat-trick, 
while the defence held out for a clean sheet, 
ensuring an emphatic 3-0 victory against 
local rivals Malmesbury Victoria. 

That it capped a season in which Bassett 
finished in second in Hellenic League 

Divison One West, thus securing promotion 
back to the Premier Division, made certain 
of a perfect night. 

There could have been no better way to say 
goodbye. 

In recent weeks Malmesbury had found their 
feet. And, despite their lowly league position, 
were able to keep Bassett in check during 
the game's early stages. 

But when Robertson scored, something 
triggered inside Bassett. Soaking up the 
extra energy typically supplied when the 
floodlights are beaming, the hosts took 
control. 

With five minutes remaining, Bassett's 
scorer tucked away an effort from the edge 
of the box. A minute later he raced onto a 
ball over the top before finishing coolly. 
Game over. 

The stage was set for Bassett to leave 
Rylands Way in style. And they did. The 
ground has seen a huge amount over the 
years ï both bad and good. 

Its final swansong, fittingly, was nothing 
short of brilliant. 
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First Team Squad Pen Pics & Sponsors  
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