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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Girlôs Section: Sam Wood 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officer:  Mandy Cox  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer:  Adam Wood 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-99, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 

GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this opening 
Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
fixture of the 2024-25 Season against near 
neighbours Fairford Town. A warm welcome 
to all our visitors who have made the short 
journey from across the border, we hope you 
enjoy your brief stay with us this evening and 
we wish you a safe journey home.  

It hardly seems like any time has passed 
since we were staging the play-off game 
against Cinderford Town here at the Sustain 
Stadium in front of a crowd just short of 
1,000. Whilst the result did not go our way 
that night it was a tremendous achievement 
from Sam and his side to get to the play-off 
final, securing our highest ever finish in non-
league football along the way. Having tasted 
the experience of challenging for honours  
and that play-off final last time round we will 
be keen to go one better this coming season 
and achieve promotion to the Southern 
League and perhaps win a cup along the 
way.  

Sam has certainly been busy in the summer 
assembling what looks to be a strong squad 
ahead of the new campaign. It will be 
important to get off to a good start but 
Fairford will definitely be one of the sides 
expected to be up there challenging for 
honours and tonight represents a good test 
of the type of season we might have. Get a 
good result tonight and it will bode well for 
the season ahead. 

Our record against Fairford did not used to 
be a good one, but Samôs tenure in the hot 
seat has seen a dramatic turn around in our 
overall results. There has been just one 
defeat in the last seven meetings, with 
Bassett coming out on top in four of those 
matches with two drawn games. The sides 
have met on 32 occasions and it is now 12 
wins apiece with 8 games drawn. We have 
also won all of the last three meetings 
between the sides and hopefully that run of 
results will continue here tonight. 

It is interesting to observe what has gone on 
at Corsham in recent weeks and I somehow 
feel that they will not be as strong as last 
season. In terms of the teams I fancy to have 
a good season, in addition to the two sides 
here this evening, I would expect Slimbridge, 
Highworth Town and Hartpury University to 
be up there challenging for honours, 
alongside Westfields and Worcester Raiders 
who had a disappointing season by their own 
normal standards last season and I expect 
both will come back stronger this campaign. 

The games will certainly come thick and fast 
this season with the last league game 
currently scheduled for as early as March 
1st, although the great British weather will 
extend that date well into April. I suspect the 
Hellenic League want to avoid a repeat of 
last season where they took a bit of flack for 
the scheduling of the play-offs when one of 
the teams involved (the ultimate winners) 
had not completed their league fixtures 
before the play-offs started.  

The first team are back in action again here 
on Friday night when we entertain 
Mangotsfield United in the FA Cup. 

The Development Team get their season 
under way this coming Saturday when they 
travel to Pewsey Vale, another tough start to 
the season as Pewsey have finished in the 
top three in each of the last four seasons.  

I note that there is no Under 18 Floodlit team 
this season which, whilst I understand the 
logic,  I personally do not agree with, as it 
was always a way of bringing players into the 
club to augment what was coming through 
our own Youth Section. With not a single 
team in any age group in the top division of 
the North Wilts Youth League this coming 
season, I would have thought there is an 
even greater need to have something to help 
attract players in.  

Enjoy the game and hopefully three points to 
start of the season ahead of that Friday night 
FA Cup encounter with Mangotsfield. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

GOOD EVENING. Itôs a pleasure to 
welcome our supporters along with the 
players, officials and supporters from 
Fairford Town FC to the Sustain Stadium 
today for our opening Hellenic Premier 
League fixture of the 2024/2025 season.  
Opening games do not get much tougher 
than this but hopefully we will be able to 
replicate our results against our neighbours 
from last season. 

Unlike last season, our pre-season results 
have been good and Saturdayôs 
performance, albeit in defeat, against 
National League Forest Green Rovers will 
see them start the season full of confidence. 

We are delighted that we have been able 
retain the services of Sam and Griff despite 
approaches for their services from other 
clubs.   Continuity has been a key part in our 
recent success. The squad has been 
strengthened with the addition of Ollie Pitt, 
George Peare and Tyrone Tucker Dixon 
among others. Sadly personal reasons see 
Kai and Chilly move on to play local league 
football ï we certainly wish them every 
success and hope to see them soon. 

Last season was another roller-coaster ride 

culminating in the heartbreak of defeat in the 
play-off final against Cinderford Town.  To 
have nearly 1,000 spectators in the ground 
that night was amazing and hopefully we will 
be seeing some of them returning regularly 
through the season.   Our goal is to repeat 
that and hopefully go one step further 

We have been busy in the ground during the 
close season; the new Chris Kirkland stand 
has been installed, senior section storage 
added, all pitch in-fills fitted and the media 
platform moved to the other side of the 
ground.   Thanks to the indispensable group 
of volunteers for all their work getting the 
ground looking fantastic ahead of the season 
opened. 

Thank you all for your continued support, it is 
greatly appreciated.   We look forward to 
seeing you throughout the season. 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

RWBTFC 
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Season 2024 -25 

First Team Fixtures  

Date Opponents H/A

Tue 30-Jul Fairford Town H

Fri 02-Aug Mangotsfield Utd (FAC EP) H

Tue 06-Aug Brimscombe & Thrupp H

Sat 10-Aug Mangotsfield United H

Tue 13-Aug Roman Glass St George H

Sat 17-Aug Didcot Town (FAC Prelim)* H

Tue 20-Aug Thornbury Town A

Tue 27-Aug Corsham Town A

Tue 03-Sep Malmesbury Vics A

Sat 07-Sep Hartpury University H

Sat 14-Sep Tuffley Rovers A

Wed 18-Sep Highworth Town A

Tue 24-Sep Cirencester Town H

Sat 28-Sep Lydney Town H

Tue 01-Oct Brimscombe & Thrupp A

Sat 05-Oct Slimbridge A

Sat 12-Oct Longlevens H

Sat 19-Oct Pershore Town A

Sat 26-Oct Hereford Pegasus H

Sat 02-Nov Sporting Club Inkberrow H

Sat 09-Nov Worcester Raiders A

Sat 16-Nov Westfields H

Sat 23-Nov Hartpury University A

Sat 30-Nov Tuffley Rovers H

Tue 03-Dec Mangotsfield United A

Sat 07-Dec Lydney Town A

Sat 14-Dec Slimbridge H

Sat 21-Dec Longlevens A

Thurs 26-Dec Corsham Town H

Sat 28-Dec Pershore Town H

Wed 01-Jan Hereford Pegasus A

Sat 04-Jan Sporting Club Inkberrow A

Sat 11-Jan Worcester Raiders H

Sat 18-Jan Roman Glass St George A

Sat 25-Jan Thornbury Town H

Sat 01-Feb Malmesbury Vics H

Sat 08-Feb Fairford Town A

Sat 15-Feb Highworth Town H

Sat 22-Feb Cirencester Town A

Sat 01-Mar Westfields A

* Subject to result in EP Round



т 

 

Opponents History  

Fairford Town  

Whilst Fairford Town Football Club was 
formed in 1891 and for many years played 
in the Cirencester & District League against 
local teams with varying degrees of 
success. 

After the second world war the club joined 
the Swindon & District League, winning the 
Premier Division in both 1964/65 and 
1968/69, also winning the Advertiser Cup in 
the same years, and in 1962/63 won the 
Gloucestershire Junior Cup. 

Success in the Swindon & District League 
was followed by election to the Hellenic 
League in 1970, only missing promotion 
from the first division on goal average at the 
first attempt, the club were also beaten 
finalists in that yearôs division one 
Challenge Cup. 

The following year, 1971/72 saw Fairford 
win the Hellenic first division and division 
one Challenge Shield, whilst the reserve 
side won the Gloucestershire County Minor 
Cup, the Advertiser Cup and finished 
runners-up in the Swindon & District 
Division One. 

The successful run continued and Town 
were the beaten finalists of 1972/73 in the 
Premier Division Cup, only to be relegated 
back to Division One in 1973/74. 

Fairford Town were again promoted in 
1975/76 and steady progress led to the 

Premier Division Runners-up in 1978/79 
and 1979/80, also winning the Premier 
Division Cup in 1978/79. 

The Club were winners of the 
Gloucestershire Challenge Trophy in 
1979/80 and 1998/99 and Runners-up in 
1982/83 and 1994/95. 

The most recent league success has been 
Premier Division Runners-up in season 
1994/95 following a similar position in 
Season 1990/91. The Club has also 
achieved numerous wins in the Arthur 
Shipway Cup and Fairford Hospital Cup. 

The 2016/17 season saw the club secure a 
return to the Uhlsport Hellenic Premier 
Division after a five-year absence, winning 
the Division One West title with 75 points. 

In recent years the club has grown on and 
off the pitch. The first team are now 
established and challenging in the Uhlsport 
Hellenic Premier Division with a Reserves 
side also competing in Hellenic Division 2 
South. 2020 also saw the creation of 
Fairford Town Academy with teams running 
from under 12s through to under 18s. We 
aim to place the football club within the 
heart of the local community and are keen 
to continue to grow and achieve our goal of 
promotion to the Southern Football League 
for the first time in the clubôs history. 

RWBTFC RWBTFC 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Fairford Town  

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2009/10 Hellenic Premier EP 2QR 42 6 11 25 47 95 29 20 out of 22 J. Magani 7

2010/11 Hellenic Premier EP 1st 42 4 8 30 46 125 20 21 out of 22 R. Williams 7

2011/12 Hellenic Premier PR 1st 40 8 5 27 47 109 29 20 out of 21 N. Gambling 16

2012/13 Hellenic Div 1 West EP 1st 30 19 4 7 65 38 58 4 out of 16 D. Bailey 16

2013/14 Hellenic Div 1 West EP 2QR 28 15 6 7 69 39 51 4 out of 15 N. Gambling 20

2014/15 Hellenic Div 1 West EP 1QR 28 5 6 17 45 76 21 14 out of 15 J. Allen 10

2015/16 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a 1st 26 18 3 5 60 27 57 4 out of 14 J. Ellis 14

2016/17 Hellenic Div 1 West EP 1st 30 24 3 3 131 26 75 1 out of 16 J. Milhench / L. Smith 31

2017/18 Hellenic Premier EP 1QR 38 6 10 22 59 98 28 18 out of 20 L. Smith 22

2018/19 Hellenic - Premier EP 1QR 36 13 4 19 52 66 43 13 out of 19 J. Thomas 14

2019/20 Hellenic - Premier PR 2nd 23 16 1 6 57 37 49 3* out of 19 C. Thompson 12

2020/21 Hellenic - Premier 1QR 1QR 9 4 1 4 17 13 13 6* out of 18 R. Langworthy 8

2021/22 Hellenic - Premier EP 1QR 38 17 5 16 60 51 56 11 out of 20 R. Langworthy 27

2022/23 Hellenic - Premier EP 1QR 38 12 5 21 54 66 41 13 out of 20 R. Langworthy 12

2023/24 Hellenic - Premier EP 2nd 38 17 10 11 59 49 61 8 out of 20

486 184 82 220 868 915 * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

37.9% 16.9% 45.3%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

142 81 22 39 370 206 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 57.0% 15.5% 27.5%

344 103 60 181 498 709 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 29.9% 17.4% 52.6%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Hellenic League Division One West

Hellenic League Prem Div

Fairford Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Worcester City  (P) 38 32 5 1 120 31 101

2 Corsham Town 38 24 10 4 80 33 82

3 Highworth Town 38 22 7 9 73 40 73

4 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 23 4 11 65 50 73

5 Cinderford Town (P) 38 20 6 12 65 57 66

6 Slimbridge 38 19 8 11 81 62 65

7 Roman Glass St George 38 20 2 16 73 62 62

8 Fairford Town 38 17 10 11 59 49 61

9 Hereford Pegasus 38 16 7 15 77 73 55

10 Worcester Raiders 38 15 8 15 58 61 53

11 Pershore Town 38 14 8 16 79 69 50

12 Westfields 38 14 7 17 68 68 49

13 Mangotsfield United 38 13 9 16 59 59 48

14 Tuffley Rovers 38 13 9 16 55 62 48

15 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 10 8 20 56 92 38

16 Longlevens AFC 38 10 6 22 47 78 36

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 8 8 22 43 65 32

18 Thornbury Town 38 8 5 25 43 79 29

19 Lydney Town 38 8 5 25 63 103 29

20 Wantage Town (R ) 38 7 2 29 34 105 23

2023-2024 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

RWBTFC RWBTFC 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Fairford Town  

FOUNDED 

1891 

 

GROUND 

Cinder Lane, Fairford, 

Gloucestershire, 

GL7 4AX  

 

MAJOR HONOURS 

Hellenic League Division 

One West Champions  

2016-17 

 

Hellenic League Division 

One A Champions  

1971-72 

 

Swindon & District League 

Premier Division 

Champions  

1964-65, 1968-69 

 

Hellenic Premier Division 

Cup Winners 1978-79 

 

Hellenic Division One 

Challenge Shield Winners 

1971-72 

 

Hellenic League 

Supplementary Cup 

Winners 2015-16 

 

Swindon Advertiser Cup 

Winners  1964-65, 1968-69 

 

Gloucestershire Challenge 

Trophy Winners 1979-80, 

1998-99 

 

Gloucestershire Junior Cup 

Winners 1962-63 

 

CHAIRMAN 

Stuart Pike 

 

CLUB SECRETARY 

Jody Bevan 

 

MANAGER 

Jamie Read 

League Results Home Away

Brimscombe & Thrupp D 1 - 1 W 1 - 0

Cinderford Town W 1 - 0 W 3 - 1

Corsham Town D 0 - 0 D 1 - 1

Hereford Lads Club W 2 - 0 D 0 - 0

Hereford Pegasus W 3 - 1 L 1 - 2

Highworth Town L 1 - 3 L 0 - 4

Longlevens  L 0 - 2 L 0 - 1

Lydney Town L 2 - 3 W 2 - 1

Mangotsfield United D 0 - 0 W 5 - 0

Pershore Town W 2 - 1 W 2 - 1

Roman Glass St George W 2 - 1 W 2 - 0

RWBTFC L 2 - 4 L 0 - 1

Slimbridge D 1 - 1 L 1 - 3

Thornbury Town L 0 - 2 D 1 - 1

Tuffley Rovers W 2 - 0 D 1 - 1

Wantage Town  W 3 - 2 W 3 - 0

Westfields W 4 - 3 W 2 - 1

Worcester Raiders L 1 - 2 W 3 - 1

Worcester City D 1 - 1 D 3 - 3

SEASON 2023-24

Fairford  Town Last Season

RWBTFC RWBTFC 
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12 
 

RWBTFC Wins 

12 
Fairford Town 

Wins 

8 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Fairford Town  

Season Date Comp
RWBT 

Result
2000.01 19-Aug-00 League Fairford 6 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2000.01 5-Sep-00 Floodlit Cup Fairford 3 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lost

2000.01 3-Feb-01 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Fairford 0 Drew

2001.02 22-Dec-01 League Fairford 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2001.02 9-Apr-02 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Fairford 2 Lost

2002.03 29-Mar-03 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Fairford 1 Lost

2002.03 9-Apr-03 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Fairford 2 Lost

2003.04 9-Sep-03 Floodlit Cup Fairford 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2003.04 20-Dec-03 League Wootton Bassett Town 1 Fairford 1 Drew

2003.04 10-Apr-04 League Fairford 4 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2004.05 3-Jan-05 League Wootton Bassett Town 1 Fairford 1 Drew

2004.05 29-Jan-05 Supp. Cup Fairford 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Won

2004.05 16-Mar-05 League Fairford 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2010.11 20-Nov-10 League Fairford 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Drew

2010.11 25-Jan-11 League Wootton Bassett Town 3 Fairford 1 Won

2012.13 18-Aug-12 League Fairford 3 Wootton Bassett Town 4 Won

2012.13 20-Oct-12 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Fairford 1 Won

2015.16 16-Sep-15 Floodlit Cup Wootton Bassett Town 3 Fairford 1 Won

2017.18 8-Sep-17 FA Vase Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Fairford 1 Won

2017.18 28-Oct-17 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Fairford 1 Drew

2017.18 8-Nov-17 KO Cup Fairford 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Won

2017.18 14-Feb-18 League Fairford 4 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2018.19 7-Aug-18 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Fairford 1 Won

2018.19 21-Aug-18 League Fairford 3 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Drew

2019.20 19-Nov-19 League Fairford 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lost

2020.21 26-Sep-20 League Fairford 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Drew

2021.22 30-Oct-21 League Fairford 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Won

2021.22 19-Feb-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Fairford Town 1 Lost

2022.23 18-Nov-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Fairford Town 2 Drew

2022.23 3-Feb-23 League Fairford Town 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Won

2023.24 30-Oct-21 League Fairford 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4 Won

2023.24 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Fairford Town 0 Won

Match Details

RWBTFC RWBTFC 
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Featured Game v  

Fairford Town  

2004.05 29-Jan-05 Supp. Cup Fairford 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Tyler, Mills

Bassett Team: Gill, Hopkins, L.Jones, Yeardley, Hallett, Willis, C.Taylor, Morse, Bennett, Tyler, 

Mills. Sub: Messenger, Gee

From The Swindon Advertiser, Monday 31st January 2005 

The belief's back at Bassett 

Revitalised Wootton Bassett were victorious for the second 

weekend in succession - enjoying a derby victory and booking 

their place in round two of the Supplementary Cup in the process. 

On the back of their first league success since September last 

weekend, Bassett were good value for a 2-1 triumph at Fairford 

on Saturday. Caretaker boss Chris Jones isn't taking credit for 

any tactical masterstrokes, insisting the reason for the reversal of 

fortune was a simple one. 

"We've tweaked a few things but the main thing we've done is try 

to give the lads some self-belief, belief in their own ability, which 

gets knocked after a losing streak. 

"They're starting to get that back." 

Dave Tyler galloped through the middle to fire Bassett into an 

early lead. Chris Mills' deflected effort doubled the advantage a 

minute before half-time. Fairford pressed hard in the second 

period, but Lee Clark's late consolation goal was their only 

reward. 

"I was very pleased. We've could have scored a couple more to 

be honest," added Jones. 

"The guys have all worked really hard. 

"I'd rather have taken three points in the league, but the cup is a 

nice distraction and a good chance to build some confidence." 

On This Day in History 

UK Prime Minister 

Tony Blair 

 

 

 

 

Top of UK Singles Chart  

Ciara with single ñGoodiesò 

 

Top of UK Album Charts  

Killers with Hot Fuss 

 

 

 

 

Top Film in Cinemas 

Closer starring Julia Roberts and 

Jude Law. 

 

 

 

 

In the News on This Day 

Serena Williams wins her 2nd 

Australian Open Womenôs title 

beating fellow American Lindsay 

Davenport in the final. 

RWBTFC RWBTFC 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Fairford Town  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Fairford Town  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

Please note that the Pe Pics are those provided for the game  in March last season - no 

new information was provided for this game tonight. 
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First Team Squad Pen Pics & Sponsors  
Biography Sponsor

Chris

 Taylor

A vastly experienced central midfielder who is entering his fifth season with Bassett. A classy

operator, who is supremely confident on the ball and possesses excellent distribution and superb

fitness, Taylor has been a standout player during his time in blue and yellow - and last season

earned a Manager's and Players' Player of the Year double. Overall, he has featured 115 times

while scoring twice since making his Bassett debut in 2020-21. Taylor joined Bassett after four

years at Highworth Town, during which he helped the Worthians achieve promotion to the

Southern League. However, it is with Swindon Supermarine that Taylor has spent most of his

career. An England Under 15 international in his youth, he featured four times for Swindon Town

in 2002-03 before being released by the Reds in 2006. Taylor then joined Supermarine and made

355 appearances over the course of nine seasons. In that time he achieved promotion to the

Southern League Premier Division in 2006-07 and was part of the Supermarine side that reached

the FA Cup second round in 2010-11. Taylor has also played for Newport County, Maidenhead

United, Cirencester Town, Hungerford Town and Australian side Dandenong Thunder.

Tommy 

Ouldridge

A mercurial midfielder who is entering his fourth full season with Bassett. While capable of

playing in an advanced role both through the middle and out wide, Ouldridge settled into a deeper-

lying position last season and continued to excel. He is an extremely talented player who

possesses great skill, the ability to pick out any pass, an excellent delivery and an eye for goal.

Ouldridge came through Swindon Townôsyouth system and was in and around the Robinsôfirst

team, though never made an appearance. He was released by Swindon after loan spells at

Chippenham Town and Cirencester Town during the 2017-18 season. He started the 2018-19

campaign with Hungerford Town before moving back to the Centurions where he spent the

majority of the next two seasons. After also briefly featuring for Shrivenham in 2019-20, Ouldridge

played six times for Bassett in 2020-21, scoring three goals. A season later, he featured 41 times,

scoring seven goals. Injuries frustrated Ouldridge in 2022-23, but Ouldridge still made 30

appearances, contributing five goals. He was back to full fitness last season and enjoyed arguably

his best season so far in blue and yellow, netting eight times in 47 outings.

Bailey 

Gallagher

Graduate of Bassettôsyouth section, who made the step up to first team football three seasons

ago after having consistently performed strongly for the clubôsDevelopment team. A highly skilful

attacking midfielder who can play on either wing, he boasts a great turn of pace and is not afraid

to take players on. With his trickery and speed, Gallagher is exceptionally difficult to defend

against and he also has the knack for producing spectacular goals. Gallagher made his

Development team debut in 2018-19, while still featuring in Bassett's youth section, scoring four

times in thirteen games. 22 appearances yielded seven goals in 2019-20 before he produced a

return of six goals in nine Wiltshire League Premier Division matches in the abbreviated 2020-21

campaign. Gallagher then impressed in his first full season playing at Hellenic League Premier

Division level. Bassett's leading outfield appearance maker in 2021-22, he featured 44 times,

scoring nine goals. He added another seven goals in 47 matches in 2022-23 before scoring six

times in 34 games last season.

Alfie

Presley

A hugely talented attacking midfielder who re-joined Bassett in October 2023 after brief spells with

Corsham Town and Abingdon Utd at the start of the season. Boasting skill, speed and strength,

the willingness to take defenders on and expert delivery, his performances have seen him earn

Player of the Year awards for Bassett in three different seasons. In 2019-20 Presley was

crowned both ManagerôsPlayer and PlayersôPlayer of the Year, while he earned back-to-back

SupportersôPlayer of the Year prizes in 2022-23 and 2023-24. Presley is a player who has the

ability to play effectively across the entire front line - be that out wide or as a number nine or ten.

He also has an eye for goal, netting 42 times in 113 appearances for Bassett. 

Ollie

Pitt

Pitt is a goalscorer with a prolific record in the Hellenic League Premier Division who joins

Bassett this season from Brimscombe and Thrupp. An assured finisher, Pitt is also a set piece

specialist, who knows how to find the net and tee up his teammates to score from deadball

situations. Pitt began his senior career with Cirencester Town, scoring 50 goals in 125 games for

their Development team from 2009-10 to 2013-14, while also making a dozen appearances for the

Centurionsôfirst team. Pitt joined Brimscombe part way through the 2013-14 campaign and, over

the course of eleven seasons scored 109 goals in 350 games. He twice netted more than 20 goals 

in a season (2016-17 and 2017-18) and was a key member of the Lilywhites side who finished as

Hellenic League Premier Division runners-up in 2018-19. Pitt also had a brief spell with Corsham

Town two seasons ago.

George 

Peare

Peare is a centre forward who joins Bassett this season after splitting the 2023-24 campaign

between Brimscombe and Thrupp. A powerful target man who is strong in the air and an assured

finisher, Peare adds further to Bassettôsattacking options this season. After initially featuring for

Bibury, Peare played for CirencesterôsDevelopment team from 2013 to 2016, largely featuring as

a defender. A move to the opposite end of the pitch has proven to be fruitful though, and he has

been a regular Hellenic League scorer for the likes of Fairford Town - with who he registered

eleven goals in 2021-22, Corsham Town and Malmesbury Victoria.

Finnlay 

Hopkins

Hopkins is a highly talented young forward who joins Bassett from near neighbours Shrivenham

this season. Hopkins was a standout player for Shrivenham in their inaugural Wiltshire League

Premier Division campaign last season, finishing as joint top scorer with 12 goals in 24 games.

Hopkins has also enjoyed success with the Swindon Town FoundationôsC6 team, based at

Commonweal School. Featuring for them in each of the past three seasons, in 2023-24 he was

part of the Swindon team that won the Community and Education Football Alliance Cup - with

Hopkins earning Player of the Match honours in the final - and also finished runners-up in South

East Division One.

Player

It costs Ã50 to sponsor an individual  player for the season. Contact a Committee member to 

secure a specific player. Currently plenty of players available to sponsor. 
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Flynn

Walters

Walters is a promising young forward who made his Men's First Team debut two seasons ago.

Skillful, with good pace and an assured finisher, he was a part of the Under 18 Floodlit team who

finished as Wiltshire League Floodlit Division runners-up in 2021-22 and 2022-23. He registered

twice in 13 games for the Under 18s in 2021-22 before playing a more significant role a season

later, scoring eight times in 21 games. Walters' performances saw him earn a place in the club's

senior Men's sides too. In 2022-23, Walters featured five times for the Development team and

made his Men's First Team debut as a substitute against Chipping Sodbury Town, scoring the

final goal to cap a 4-1 victory. Last season he featured eight times for the Men's First Team, while

netting nine times in 19 games for the Development side.

Finlay 

Skittrall

Skittrall is a young midfielder who has signed for BassettôsMenôsFirst Team this season after a

number of impressive performances for last seasonôsUnder 18 Floodlit team. Skittrall scored

twice while also providing a handful of assists for the Under 18s as Bassett finished as runners-up

in the Wiltshire League Floodlit Division. Skittrall also made his debut for BassettôsDevelopment

team last year.

Tyrone 

Tucker-

Dixon

Tucker-Dixon is an explosive winger who joins Bassett this season having finished the 2023-24

campaign with Cinderford Town. A direct player with great pace and an eye for goal, as well as

with the Foresters Tucker-Dixon has gained Hellenic League experience with the likes of Bishops

Cleeve, Roman Glass St George and Hallen and has appeared for numerous Southern League

clubs including Melskham Town and Evesham United. Ticket-Dixon has playing experience in the

third tier of Welsh football too, having featured for Caldicot Town, Treowen Stars and Undy

Athletic.

Sam 

Jepson

Jepson is a quality goalkeeper who joins Bassett this season. An excellent shotstopper who

commands his area, Jepson was Corsham Townôsnumber one in 2022-23 as the Quarrymen

reached the semi finals of the FA Vase. Before relocating, Jepson featured for teams in the north

of England including Harworth Colliery, Retford United, Shaw Lane Aquaforce, Worksop Town

and SJR Worksop. He began with Warminster Town after moving down south before signing for

Melskham Town and then Corsham. Jepson provided short term cover for Bassett last season,

playing twice in December. He also had spells with Paulton Rovers, Shepton Mallett, Westbury

United and Corsham last year..

Alan

Griffin

A high quality target man who enjoyed a distinguished playing career in non-league football. Now

entering his 2nd season asBassettôsassistant manager. Initially joined for the 21-22 season as a

player, scoring 16 times in 32 appearances before joining the coaching staff. While taking on his

current role, Griffin has continued to play, featuring 38 times last season (34 appearances

coming from the bench) and adding 5 goals. As a player, Griffin is an assured finisher, strong in

the air and capable of effectively holding up the ball. He made a prolific start to his playing career

with Corsham in the Western League, and soon moved onto Southern League football, plying his

trade with Cirencester, Chippenham, Gloucester City, Mangotsfield Utd, S.Supermarine and

Bristol Manor Farm. He spent most of his career with Chippenham and was part of their 16-17

promotion winning squad that saw the Bluebirds earn National League South status. In 18-19 he

hit 26 goals for Cirencester as they finished runners-up in Southern League Division One South.

Joined Bassett after splitting the 19-20 season between Melksham Town and Malmebsury

Victoria. Griffin also has prior managerial experience having spent time in charge of Malmesbury.

John & Kath

Fellows

Daniel

Hill

Hill is a right back who joins Bassett this season from Cirencester Town. A dependable, solid

performer, Hill brings plenty of Hellenic League Premier Division experience, as well as Southern

League experience acquired in spells with the Centurions and Highworth Town. Hill made his

debut in senior football in 2012-13 with Cirencester Town Development before moving to Fairford

Town two seasons later. He earned the Reds' Players' Player and Young Player of the Year

awards in 2015-16 before moving to Brimscombe and Thrupp for the 2016-17 campaign. Hill

quickly established himself as a key player for the Lilywhites, and was a part of the Brimscombe

team that lifted the 2017-18 Gloucestershire Challenge Trophy and finished as Hellenic League

Premier Division runners-up in 2018-19. He then joined Highworth ahead of the 2022-23 season,

though would finish that campaign with Cinderford Town. Hill split last season between Cirencester 

and Fairford.

John Trollope

Kyle 

Tooze

Fast and strong striker who has plenty of experience at a higher level. His former clubs include

Swindon Supermarine, Frome Town, Mangotsfield United, Bridwater Town, Paulton Rovers,

Larkhall Athletic, Yate Town, Thatcham Town, Hungerford Town, Bristol Manor Farm. Melksham

Town and Westbury United.

Mick Woolford

Sam 

Collier

(Manager)

Collier has served as Bassett manager since taking the role, initially on an interim basis while still

also a player, in January 2018. In 2018-19, his first full season in charge, Collier guided the team

to 10th in the Hellenic League Premier Division - at that point, the club's highest ever finish.

Bassett then exceeded that record with a 5th place finish in 2022-23. Last season Bassett went

one better, finishing 4th while also reaching the Hellenic League Premier Division promotion

playoff final. Bassett have also set records in national cup competitions under Collier's

stewardship, with his sides equalling the club's best FA Cup run in 2020-21 and going further than

ever before in the FA Vase, reaching the third round in 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24. This is

Collier's second job in management after he served as Shrivenham player-manager from

February 2014 to 2015. As a player, Collier has made 160 appearances for Bassett. Mainly

featuring as a striker, he has scored 71 goals, finishing as top scorer in 2009-10, when Bassett

earned promotion from Hellenic League Division One West, and 2010-11. Collier has played in

almost every other position for Bassett too though - including as goalkeeper, making a last minute

penalty save in 2022-23 to preserve a point against eventual champions Cribbs. During his

playing career, he also featured for Purton, Abingdon United, Cirencester Town, Wantage Town

and Thatcham Town among others.

Player
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Next Up at the Sustain Stadium  

FA Cup Action Under the Lights  

RWBTFC RWBTFC 

Next up here at the Sustain Stadium at the 
GBSG is FA Cup action on Friday night 
under the lights as Bassett seek a return to 
success in the biggest of all national cup 
competitions. 

Bassett exited the 2023-24 Emirates FA Cup 
at the extra preliminary round stage - the first 
time in four years they had fallen at the first 
hurdle. 

This season Bassett will therefore be looking 
to quickly banish memories of that loss and 
recapture the form that saw them venture to 
the second qualifying round in 2020-21 and 
the first qualifying round in 2022-23. 

First though Bassett will have to overcome 
fellow Hellenic League Premier Division 
rivals Mangotsfield United - the side who 
knocked Sam Collier's out last season - in 
the extra preliminary round. 

Mangotsfield triumphed 2-0 when the teams 
met in the FA Cup last season. However, this 
time Bassett have home advantage, with the 
tie due to take place at the Sustain Stadium 
this coming Friday 2 August (7.45pm kick 
off). Admission will be Ã8 for adults and Ã5 

for concessions - including RWBTFC youth 
members.  

That result does still represent the Mangos' 
only ever victory against Bassett in normal 
time. The four league fixtures between the 
teams have seen Bassett triumph three 
times, with the other ending in a goalless 
draw, while Mangotsfield prevailed on 
penalties after a 0-0 draw in the Hellenic 
League Floodlit Cup in 2022-23. 

Although losing 5-1 to Ascot United the 
round after beating Bassett in the FA Cup 
last season, Mangotsfield do have a strong 
history in competition, having reached the 
fourth (and final) qualifying round on four 
occasions, most recently in 2009-10. They 
have not got beyond the first qualifying round 
since 2010-11 though. 

The winners of the tie will then welcome 
Southern League Division One South side 
Didcot Town in the preliminary round on 
Saturday 17 August - a plum fixture that 
offers the chance of upsetting step four 
opponents. 
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Season 2024 -25 

Dev Team Fixtures  

ROYAL W. BASSETT TOWN FC DEV - SEASON 2024-25 FIXTURES & RESULTS

CORSHAM PRINT WILTSHIRE SENIOR LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION

Opponents H/A Comp

Sat 03-Aug-24 Pewsey Vale A League

Tue 06-Aug-24 Blunsdon H League

Sat 10-Aug-24 Salisbury Dev A League

Tue 13-Aug-24 Kingsdown * H League

Sat 17-Aug-24 Faringdon Town A League

Tue 20-Aug-24 Wroughton H League

Sat 24-Aug-24 Shrewton United H League

Sat 31-Aug-24 Bemerton Heath Harl Res ** H League

Wed 04-Sep-24 Malmesbury Vics Dev A League

Sat 07-Sep-24 Larkhall Athletic Dev A League

Sat 14-Sep-24 Park United H League

Sat 21-Sep-24 Calne Town Res A League

Sat 28-Sep-24 Trowbridge Town A League

Sat 05-Oct-24 Faringdon Town A FT Cup

Sat 12-Oct-24 Melksham Town Res A League

Tues 15-Oct-24 Letcombe H League

Sat 19-Oct-24 Shrivenham H League

Sat 26-Oct-24 Wroughton A League

Sat 02-Nov-24 Shrewton United A League

Sat 09-Nov-24 Larkhall Athletic Dev H League

Sat 16-Nov-24 Kintbury Rangers A League

Sat 23-Nov-24 FT Senior Cup 2nd Round

Sat 30-Nov-24 Letcombe A League

Sat 07-Dec-24 Pewsey Vale H League

Sat 14-Dec-24 Shrivenham A League

Sat 21-Dec-24 Salisbury Dev H League

Sat 04-Jan-25 Calne Town Res H League

Sat 11-Jan-25 Bemerton Heath Harl Res A League

Sat 18-Jan-25 Faringdon Town H League

Sat 01-Feb-25 Park United A League

Sat 08-Feb-25 Malmesbury Vics Dev H League

Sat 15-Feb-25 Blunsdon A League

Sat 22-Feb-25 Trowbridge Town H League

Sat 01-Mar-25 Kintbury Rangers H League

Sat 08-Mar-25 Melksham Town Res H League

Sat 22-Mar-25 Kingsdown A League
* Game potentially being switched to Kingsdown at the request of RWBT

** Subject to FA Cup, could be away to Bemerton depending on results and cup draws

Date




