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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 
GOOD EVENING, and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard Buxton 
Sports Ground for this first ever Uhlsport 
Hellenic League Premier Division Play-off Final 
game against Cinderford Town, with promotion 
to the Southern League at stake here this 
evening. A special warm welcome to the 
players, officials and supporters from our 
visitors who have made the journey from 
Gloucestershire for the game, we hope you 
enjoy your short stay with us this evening and 
we wish you all a safe journey home. 

As well as welcoming our opponents a warm 
welcome also to all the Uhlsport Hellenic 
League officers and members of the Wiltshire 
FA who are here in attendance this evening. A 
special warm welcome also to our two lucky 
charms Don Rogers and John Trollope, who will 
hopefully see another win for Bassett to 
coincide with their attendance, as is often the 
case. 

Tonight is the climax to what has been an 
excellent season for both sides and hopefully 
the game will be played in front of our largest 
ever crowd here at the Sustain Stadium so that 
the two sides enjoy a lucrative end of season 
bonus. The two sides path to this historic Play-
off Final is included elsewhere in tonight's 
programme but both teams made it through to 
tonightôs final thanks to a narrow 1-0 wins away 
from home in the semi-finals. Whilst there was 
a tremendous cheer when that final whistle 
went at Highworth from our supporters, there 
was then an almost equally loud cheer when 
that result came through from Corsham. There 
are some really good people at Corsham, I am 
thinking of the likes of John Cuthbertson, Chris 
Perry, John Gingell and Doug Perry. However, 
some of the way their dugout and players go 
about trying to get players sent-off in games 
has made them an unpopular side with a lot of 
opponents, plus that side they fielded for their 
final league game against Highworth irritated 
many, hence that large cheer that Cinderford 
received for their win from our fans that night.  

On to tonightôs game, our record against 
Cinderford is a good one with two wins and a 
draw in the three previous meetings between 
the two sides and hopefully we can maintain 
that unbeaten record here this evening. 
Whatever the result, win or lose hopefully we 
will do it in a dignified way, celebrate if we win 

but congratulate our opponents if it is they that 
come out on top this evening. 

Whilst this is the final game of the season for 
the First Team, the Development Team have 
one game to play away at near neighbours 
Malmesbury Victoria Development tomorrow 
night. The game was scheduled for tonight but 
a big thank you to Malmesbury for switching it 
to tomorrow to enable everyone to attend this 
historic game here at the Sustain Stadium. The 
Development Team still occupy fifth spot in the 
table and with the teams below them keep 
taking points off each other from their games in 
hand they could still achieve a top six finish 
which would be a tremendous achievement in a 
tough division this season. 

The Womenôs side concluded their games on 
Sunday with a 4-1 win over Shaftesbury to 
finish just two points behind champions Poole. 
A fine effort to achieve an immediate return to 
Step 5 which fell just short in the end. At the 
time of writing the U18s still sit in second place 
in the U18 Floodlight Division but are unlikely to 
achieve runners-up this season as Bristol 
Manor Farm, Calne Town or Radstock Town 
could overtake them when they finally complete 
their fixtures in what has been a totally 
disjointed season. With  seven new teams 
joining for next season the league will split into 
two regional divisions although the Clubôs 
Committee have already made the decision not 
to enter a side next season. 

As this is the last home game of the season it is 
the time of the year when it is appropriate to 
say thank you to the people who have helped 
the club over the season. Apologies if I miss 
anyone out (this was not intentional) and in no 
apparent order I would like to say a BIG 
THANK YOU to:  

¶ Sam, Griff, Lee and Jon for their duties this 
season with the First Team. Whatever the 
outcome today it is our highest ever finish in 
our history and something the management 
team should be almightily proud of. 

¶ Kara for all their efforts on the therapist front 
for the First Team, often the most difficult 
position to fill on match days. Congratulations 
also on completing the London Marathon last 
week in a time of 5hrs 2 mins & 30 seconds; 

¶ PD for his stewardship of the two senior 
sides,  and his efforts with the U18s;  
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¶ Simmo and JD for their efforts with the 
Development Team who could  yet achieve a 
top six finish in a very strong league;  

¶ Gavin and Nick for their efforts with the U18s 
this season, they may still yet again secure 
runners-up spot in the league if Bristol Manor 
Farm continue to fail to turn up to games;  

¶ Adam, Sam & Bryan for their efforts with the 
Womenôs side this season who went so close 
to undoing the relegation inflicted by the poor 
season in 2022-23; 

¶ Ian for all the secretarial duties and his match 
day duties. With my League Officersô hat on 
this club doesnôt know how lucky they are to 
have such an efficient Club Secretary; 

¶ PC for his match day secretarial duties and for 
chasing up info for the programmes from 
opponents and reminding me to send stuff to 
our opponents;  

¶ Simon for all his efforts with the Youth 
Section, especially with all the diplomacy 
needed to deal with managing sometimes 
difficult relations between managers and 
parents;  

¶ Mike for looking after the club funds in his role 
as Treasurer and making me laugh with his 
Facebook posts;  

¶ Roger for looking after the kit for all the sides 
at the club and dealing with the payment of 
referees etc on match days;  

¶ Rod for his continued work around the club 
(hopefully that result on Friday night put you in 
a better mood than Ian would have been in); 

¶ Carlos for his matchday announcer duties and 
his excellent YouTube interviews where he is 
not afraid to put Sam on the spot with those 
difficult questions; 

¶ Martin for his efforts with the Vets Section;  

¶ Andy our groundsman for his efforts looking 
after all the pitches at the complex and we are 
all so pleased that he has overcome his 
health scare;  

¶ Dave, Tony, Gordy and Pete and all those 
others who help clean the dressing rooms and 
ground after the games;  

¶ Pete also for his efforts with the Sports 
Association, as well as all he does for the 
football club;  

¶ Simon Green for his duties on the turnstile; 

¶ Erk for his efforts in providing the fantastic 
post match meals for the players and officials;  

¶ Lucia and Mike for their efforts in the tea hut 
during the season; 

¶ Stuart for all his efforts in producing content 
for the club website and the pre-match social 
media feeds. Virtually all this seasons match 
reports for the First Team and Womenôs team 
have either been written in the South of 
France or Costa Rica, with tonightôs 
scheduled to be prepared in Nicaragua!;  

¶ Scott for maintaining the Club website; 

¶ Mari for taking the match-day social media to 
the next level and for the excellent creative 
ideas to enhance engagement between the 
Youth Section and the First Team; 

¶ Steve for all the brilliant photographs when 
following all of our sides, including some long 
trips down the South Coast covering the 
Womenôs side;  

¶ Mark, Kevin and Kelvin & the Saturday crew 
for the free coaching sessions;  

¶ All the team managers and coaches of the 
various Youth Section sides;  

¶ All of our sponsors including the various kit 
and player sponsors and those who have 
helped in other ways such as with advertising 
boards or programme adverts;  

¶ All the players who have represented the Club 
from U7 through to the First Team.  

¶ Burkie for managing the club merchandise 
and making me laugh with his Facebook posts 
about Liverpool;  

¶ Mandy Rouse for her role as the Clubôs 
Respect Officer; 

¶ All of our spectators who have followed the 
side home and away this season. As Sam has 
said on screen on many occasions this 
season, the support this season has been 
tremendous;  

¶ Ben and the team at Interprint for printing this 
match day programme for us. They have been 
superb all season providing a first class 
service in their third season as our printer; and  

¶ Finally the Chairman who has once again led 
by example all season, often seen in the tea 
bar on match days, & who has stepped 
admirably into the big shoes left by Andy.  

 

Enjoy the game, enjoy the summer break and 
hopefully see you back in August in the 
Southern League.  

Mˉʿʔ  
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Path To The Play-Off Final  

The Hellenic League Premier Division playoff 
final between Royal Wootton Bassett Town 
and Cinderford Town is set to be full of 
intrigue, pitting two sides with contrasting 
fortunes and contrasting paths to the final 
against each other. 

Bassett are the upstarts. Before last season 
they had never finished inside the top half of 
the Hellenic Premier. Now, after a season in 
which they have been remarkably consistent, 
grinding out result after result, they stand one 
game away from reaching the Southern 
League for the first time in club history. 

Cinderford, on the other hand, are looking to 
get back to a league in which they spent 
more than a quarter of a century prior to 
relegation to the Hellenic League last 
season. In contrast to Bassett though, their 
path to the playoff final has had multiple 
twists and turns.  

 

Bassettôs path to the final 

Having finished fifth last season - their first 
ever top half finish in the Hellenic League 
Premier Division, Royal Wootton Bassett 
Townôs goal this year was to repeat that feat 
and with it earn a spot in the inaugural 
promotion playoffs. 

And Bassett did just that, achieving a fourth 
place finish thanks to their remarkable 
consistency. Collierôs side rarely blew their 
opponents away. Instead they got this far by 
grinding out result after result over the 
course of a relentless, gruelling campaign. 
And team spirit and desire have been the key 
ingredients that have got Bassett to the cusp 
of creating club history. 

The team hit the ground running, earning 
twelve points from twelve to begin the 
season. The league campaign started 
impressively with a come from behind 2-1 
win at home against Slimbridge before a 
comfortable 4-0 triumph away at Wantage 
Town. Consecutive 1-0 victories at home 
against Mangotsfield United and Hereford 
Pegasus maintained Bassettôs 100% start. 
But that would eventually end with a narrow 
1-0 derby defeat away at Highworth Town in 

a game that Bassett felt they should have 
won. 

There were then no complaints as Bassett 
were thumped 7-1 away at Corsham Town at 
the beginning of September. But the team 
bounced back from that heavy loss, edging 
out Tuffley Rovers 2-1 before a four goal first 
half blitz set them on their way to a 4-2 
victory at rivals Fairford Town. 

A mini slump followed though. Away at 
Pershore Town, Bassett came back to level 
from 2-0 down only to lose 3-2 late on. A last 
minute equaliser was then needed to claim a 
point off Thornbury Town (2-2) before a 
disappointing 2-0 loss at Lydney Town. 
Those results left Bassett in tenth, albeit still 
within touching distance of the top five 
positions. 

Four consecutive wins then had Bassett 
headed in the right direction though. That run 
started with back-to-back victories by the odd 
goal in three, first away at Thornbury and 
then at home against Hereford Lads Club 
before an impressive 3-1 triumph at 
Brimscombe and Thrupp. Playing most of the 
second half with ten men, Bassett then dug 
deep to claim a vital 1-0 win at home against 
fellow playoff hopefuls Roman Glass St 
George. 

A 4-0 defeat away at Worcester City brought 
that run to an end. But Bassett again quickly 
bounced back, coming from behind to snatch 
a last minute 2-1 victory at Westfields. At 
home against Pershore, Bassett drew 1-1 
while having to play the majority of the 
second half with ten men. Collierôs side then 
put Lydney to the sword at home (4-2) before 
prevailing 2-0 at Longlevens.  

Those results had Bassett riding high in third 
place as they headed into their home 
Christmas derby with Highworth. But despite 
taking the lead, they were well beaten by 
their local rivals (1-3). No bother. Bassett 
immediately returned to form. Two trips to 
Hereford in the space of 48 hours yielded 
maximum points. At Pegasus, the hosts 
twice equalised before Bassett eventually 
found a winner to prevail by the odd goal in 
five.  
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Path To The Play-Off Final  

Away at Lads Club it was more 
straightforward as Bassett recorded a 
resounding 4-1 win. The positive results 
continued as Collierôs team secured a 1-1 
draw against Cinderford before another 
comeback win, this time away at Worcester 
Raiders (2-1). A freezing midweek clash at 
home against Tuffley then saw another 
single goal victory (1-0) as the results 
continued to be delivered. 

The end of January and start of February  
saw another brief slip up. Westfields got 
revenge for their earlier season loss by 
claiming a last minute win of their own (1-2) 
before Roman Glass squeaked out a victory 
(0-1). 

Those losses were not too damaging though 
as Bassett remained in third. And 
consecutive 3-0 home wins against 
Longlevens and Wantage saw the team 
reach the 60 point mark and close within 
touching distance of the playoffs. A 0-0 draw 
at Mangotsfield pulled them nearer again - 
and the home defeats that followed against 
Worcester Raiders (0-4) and, agonisingly, 
Corsham (1-2) were thus not too damaging. 

A tense 1-0 Friday night triumph against 
Fairford settled the nerves before 
Brimscombe were brushed aside 4-0 to 
reach 67 points. Bassett then pushed 
Worcester City all the way in a thrilling game 
that ended in defeat (1-2). 

That left two remaining away fixtures against 
fellow playoff contenders Cinderford and 
Slimbridge. Points were still needed with 
Bassett not yet mathematically secure of 
their playoff place. Six from six did the trick 
though, with Cinderford beaten 1-0 courtesy 
of a late goal and a 2-1 comeback triumph 
earned at Slimbridge.  

Bassett did ultimately finish fourth as 
Highworth climbed into third courtesy of their 
superior goal difference. However, home 
advantage wasnôt needed for the playoff 
semi final as Olly Caseôs first half header 
was enough for a 1-0 victory. 

It was fitting that the semi final win came by 
such a score. Single goal margins of victory 
have been Bassettôs trademark with fourteen 
in the league regular season, another in the 
playoff semi final and a further three in cup 
competitions.  

Thatôs a sign of the teamôs willingness to dig 
in deep for one another - a characteristic that 
has now carried Bassett to the brink of 
promotion. 

 

Cinderfordôs path to the final 

Relegated to the Hellenic League Premier 
Division after 27 consecutive years in the 
Southern League, Cinderford Town started 
the season hoping their stay at step five 
would be a short one.  

They now have the chance to guarantee just 
that - but their path to the playoff final has 
been an eventful one.  

After an inconsistent opening half of the 
campaign, it took a strong finish to the 
campaign to put them in contention for the 
postseason. A late wobble - not helped by a 
relentless schedule in late March and April 
caused by multiple postponements - almost 
cost them. But a helping hand from Bassett 
helped the Foresters pip Slimbridge to the 
final playoff spot. 
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Path To The Play-Off Final  

Cinderfordôs path to the final 
continuedéé. 

The Foresters began the season with a 
dramatic 3-3 draw away against Westfields 
before a big 5-1 home victory against 
Longlevens. But the Foresters then recorded 
just one point from the next available nine as 
they lost against Worcester City (2-4) and 
Pershore Town (1-2) and drew 0-0 at 
Hereford Lads Club. 

A 4-2 triumph at Lydney Town snapped that 
run, but Cinderford then let a 2-1 half time 
lead slip as they lost by the odd goal in five 
at home against Hereford Pegasus. 

Their inconsistent early season form 
continued as consecutive wins against 
Brimscombe and Thrupp (2-0) and 
Worcester Raiders (3-1) were followed by a 
goalless draw away at Tuffley and a 5-0 
thrashing against Corsham at the end of 
September.  

Another high-scoring encounter with 
Westfields ended with a 4-3 victory but four 
days later Cinderford were well beaten at 
home by Fairford (1-3). A 3-0 triumph at 
Roman Glass was then followed by a 2-0 
reverse at the hands of Slimbridge to leave 
the Foresters in 12th place. 

The final weeks of 2023 began with a 
narrow 3-2 victory at Wantage before a 1-0 
defeat at Fairford. Narrow victories against 
Highworth (2-1) and Lydney (3-2) then 
brought them just inside the top half at the 
seasonôs halfway point. But they were still 
nine points off fifth (albeit with a couple 
games in hand). 

Their strong run of form continued as they 
saw out the calendar year with a third 
straight win - this time against Mangotsfield 
(3-1). Then, after their draw with Bassett at 
the Sustain Stadium, Cinderford beat lowly 
Thornbury 3-1. 

Cinderford missed a great chance to 
leapfrog Slimbridge though, falling to a 2-0 
defeat as they remained on the outside of 

the playoff hunt. 

However, four straight single goal wins 
against Longlevens (1-0), Pershore (2-1), 
Lads Club (1-0) and Pegasus (3-2) closed 
the gap on fifth place to four points even 
though Cinderford remained ninth. 

A 3-1 reverse at the hands of Brimscombe 
at the start of March was then a setback. But 
Cinderford bounced back with a clinical run. 

That began with a 1-1 home draw against 
Worcester Raiders before narrow wins 
against Tuffley (3-2), at Thornbury (2-1) and 
a crucial 3-1 triumph against fellow playoff 
chasers Roman Glass. Those results lifted 
Cinderford to sixth - and a 0-0 draw in a 
óhomeô game against Corsham played at 
Gloucester City helped their cause.  

Quickly though their fortunes changed as 
Bassett prevailed 1-0 in a fixture moved to 
Westfieldsô ground due to the effect the wet 
weather was having on Cinderfordôs ground. 
Highworth then brushed the Foresters aside 
3-0.  

With three games to go, Cinderford were 
five points behind Slimbridge with two 
games in hand. A 2-0 victory against 
Wantage closed the gap before Bassettôs 
helping hand in their 2-1 win at Slimbridge 
left them needing one win from their final 
two games to qualify. 

That came against Mangotsfield, with a 
single goal deciding it - and, much to the 
Forestersô relief, made immaterial the 
outcome of their final game against 
champions Worcester. 

Fifth place was therefore Cinderfordôs - 
meaning a date with hot playoff favourites 
Corsham. The first half of their semi final 
ended goalless before Dale Evans opened 
the scoring early in the second half from a 
free kick. Evans would soon be dismissed. 
However, Cinderford kept Corsham at bay to 
seal passage to the final. 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

GOOD 
EVENING   Itôs a 
pleasure to welcome our 

supporters along with the players, officials 
and supporters from Cinderford Town FC to 
the Sustain Stadium today for this Hellenic 
Premier League play-off final. 

After the madness of the semi-finals where 
teams were given a couple of days between 
fixtures to prepare, indeed Cinderford still 
had to complete their fixtures, we have now 
been sat waiting for almost two weeks to 
play the final.    I am sure our ability to 
complete our season in good time meant we 
were a little fresher than the other three 
teams involved although that didnôt help 
Corsham after they played a much weaker 
team in their last game including players 
from their Vets team who then became 
ineligible for their Vets team! 

I fully appreciate how difficult it has been for 
the League to administer fixtures given the 
number of postponements this season, but it 
feels like no consideration has been given to 
the teams involved in the play-offs, not just 
players but all those behind the scenes 
preparing pitches, producing programmes, 
sorting catering.   The play-offs should be a 
show-case for the League, letôs hope we 
have a final to remember tonight.  

Our 1-0 win against Highworth felt a little 

more emphatic than the scoreline suggests 
and certainly made up for the defeats in the 
regular season.  It was great to see so many 
fans there to celebrate at the end with the 
team. 

Whatever the result tonight, this season has 
been an exceptional one for the club with 
Sam, Griff and the team recording the 
highest points tally and highest finish in the 
clubôs history.  I know everyone who follows 
them week in week out would like to thank 
them for a fantastic journey that could take 
us to the uncharted territory of the Southern 
League. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Robbie Waite of RW Bathrooms for 
sponsoring tonightôs fixture.   Robbie is a 
welcome addition to the growing band of 
supporters and we have been lucky to see 
him at most games, home and away this 
season 

I also need to thank our main sponsors for 
the 1st team ï Sustain, Interprint, H&B 
Carpentry and Smart Control Technologies 
for their great support throughout the 
season. 

Thank you all for your continued support, it 
is greatly appreciated . 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Opponents History  

Cinderford Town  
Cinderford Town was formed in 1922 and 
played in the Glos Northern Senior League 
until 1939.  In that year they joined the newly 
formed Bristol Charity League, but this folded 
two weeks later at the outbreak of World War 
Two. They then joined the Western League 
Division 2, and in 1957 won the title.  During 
the two seasons they spent in the top flight, 
they set a ground attendance record, when a 
home game with Minehead saw 4,850 people 
in attendance. Sadly, participation at this 
level put severe financial pressure on the 
Club, who were then forced to withdraw and 
return to the Glos Northern Senior League. 

Three years later, the Club made the unusual 
decision to join the Warwickshire 
Combination, and won a League and Cup 
double in 1964, which saw them step up to 
the West Midlands (Regional) League. A very 
strong league at the time, with member clubs 
such as Kidderminster Harriers, Boston 
United, Tamworth and Hednesford.  1968-69 
season was their last at this level, but they 
bowed out as Joint League Cup winners with 
Kidderminster. Both Clubs shared the Trophy 
for 6 months. 

Cinderford returned to play in the newly 
formed Gloucestershire County League for 
the 1969-70 season and stayed for the next 5 
years, finishing as runners-up on 3 
occasions.  They again sought a higher 
standard of football, and were accepted into 
the Midland Combination.  Town played in 
this League for the next 10 seasons, 
achieving a best finish of 4th and also 
winning the League Cup, before being forced 
to return to the Glos County League following 
financial problems relating to the Social Club.  
A new Committee stabilised the Club, so 
much so that floodlights were purchased 
outright, and  in the 1990-91 season, the 
Club gained admission to the Hellenic 
League, initially in Division 1, where they won 
the title at the first attempt.  Four years later, 
the Club claimed an historic first by winning 
the Premier Division title, the League Cup 
and the Hellenic Floodlight Cup, and stepped 
up to the Southern League. 

 The 1995-96 season saw Cinderford embark 
on an incredible F A Cup run, beating 2 
Conference Clubs to reach the Second 
Round Proper, holding Gravesend & 
Northfleet to a 1-1 home draw before losing 3
-0 in the replay in Kent. The winners were 
drawn with Aston Villa in the Third Round. 

In the 2015-16 season, Cinderford were 
Champions of Southern League Div 1, South 
& West, but initially rejected promotion when 
undisclosed debts were discovered.  
However they accepted promotion following a 
series of appeals which affected the 
constitution of the League going into the new 
season.  The Club were duly relegated in 
their first season in the Premier Division, 
returning to play in the Southern League First 
Division again. 

Under the then leadership of Manager Paul 
Michael, the Club went from strength to 
strength, with a League Cup Final 
appearance, losing to a single goal at 
Premier Division side Stratford Town, and 
reaching a League play-off final, losing away 
at Yate Town, who persuaded Paul to join 
them for their promotion to the Premier 
Division. 

Former Bishops Cleeve Manager Steve Cleal 
was appointed to replace Paul Michael but 
after an unsuccessful spell, he was 
succeeded as Manager by Alex Sykes, the 
former Gloucester City and Forest Green 
player, who was also unable to improve 
matters on the pitch. 

After an incredible 28 consecutive seasons 
as members of the Southern League, the 
Club were relegated at the end of the 2022-
2023 season, to rejoin the Hellenic League 
Premier Division. 

Alex Sykes left the Club by mutual consent, 
and has been replaced by former Merthyr 
Town player and former Manager at Welsh 
Club Aberbargoed, Matt Driscoll, who has 
had the unenviable task of rebuilding the 
entire squad.  Hopes are high for a 
successful return to the Hellenic League, and 
eventual return back to the Southern League. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town  

FAC FAT** Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 15 11 16 71 75 56 11 out of 22

2009/10 Southern 1SW Prelim 1QR 42 13 8 21 66 78 47 16 out of 22

2010/11 Southern 1SW 3QR 2QR 40 16 8 16 63 61 56 12 out of 21

2011/12 Southern 1SW 2QR Prelim 40 17 8 15 49 39 59 10 out of 21

2012/13 Southern 1SW 1QR 1QR 42 17 8 17 61 66 59 10 out of 22

2013/14 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 13 10 19 69 79 49 15 out of 22

2014/15 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 19 10 13 79 48 67 9 out of 22

2015/16 Southern 1SW 1QR Prelim 42 29 9 4 80 29 96 1 out of 22

2016/17 Southern Premier 1QR 1QR 46 8 3 35 49 106 27 24 out of 24

2017/18 Southern 1W 3QR Prelim 42 14 12 16 81 71 54 13 out of 22

2018/19 Southern 1S 2QR 1QR 38 21 8 9 64 39 71 5 out of 20

2019/20 Southern 1S 2QR 3QR 26 13 4 9 59 45 43 8* out of 20

2020/21 Southern 1S 1QR 3QR 7 2 1 4 10 21 7 14* out of 20

2021/22 Southern 1S Prelim 1st 36 8 7 21 54 83 31 17 out of 19

2022/23 Southern 1S 1QR 1QR 38 8 10 20 47 85 34 19 out of 20

565 213 117 235 902 925 * Position at time season curtailed due to Covid-19

37.7% 20.7% 41.6% ** FA Trophy rather than FA Vase for all seasons

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

46 8 3 35 49 106 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 17.4% 6.5% 76.1%

332 139 72 121 538 475 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 41.9% 21.7% 36.4%

42 14 12 16 81 71 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 33.3% 28.6% 38.1%

145 52 30 63 234 273 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 35.9% 20.7% 43.4%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Southern League Premier Division

Southern League Div 1 South

Cinderford Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Southern League Div 1 West

Southern League Div 1 South West

As ever with teams who played in 

the Southern League this 

information is not readily 

available.
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Season 23 -24 
FOUNDED 

1922 

GROUND 

The Causeway Ground, 

Edge Hills Road, 

Cinderford,  GL14 2QH  

  

MAJOR HONOURS 

Southern League Div 1 SW 

Winners 2015-16 

Western League Div 2 

Winners 1956-57 

Hellenic Premier 

Champions 1994-95 

Hellenic Challenge Cup 

Winners 2011-12 

Hellenic Premier Division 

Cup Winners 1994-95 

Hellenic League Floodlit 

Cup Winners 1994-95 

Hellenic League Div 1 

Winners 1990-91 

Warwickshire Comb. W Div 

Winners 1964-65 

Warwickshire Comb. Cup 

Winners 1964-65 

West Midlands League Cup 

Winners 1968-69 

Midland Comb. Cup 

Winners 1982-83 

Glos Northern Senior 

League Winners 1938-39, 

1960-61 

Gloucestershire Senior Cup 

Winners 2000-01 

 

CHAIRMAN 

Nick Simonds 

 

CLUB SECRETARY 

Rob Maskell  

 

MANAGER 

Matt Driscoll 

League Results Home Away

Brimscombe & Thrupp W 2 - 0 L 1 - 3

Corsham Town D 0 - 0 L 0 - 5

Fairford L 1 - 3 L 0 - 1

Hereford Lads Club W 1 - 0 D 0 - 0

Hereford Pegasus L 2 - 3 W 3 - 2

Highworth Town W 2 - 1 L 0 - 3

Longlevens  W 5 - 1 W 1 - 0

Lydney Town W 3 - 2 W 4 - 2

Mangotsfield United W 1 - 0 W 3 - 1

Pershore Town L 1 - 2 W 2 - 1

Roman Glass St George W 3 - 1 W 3 - 0

RWBTFC L 0 - 1 D 1 - 1

Slimbridge L 0 - 2 L 0 - 2

Thornbury Town W 3 - 1 W 2 - 1

Tuffley Rovers W 3 - 2 D 0 - 0

Wantage Town W 2 - 0 W 3 - 2

Westfields W 4 - 3 D 3 - 3

Worcester Raiders D 1 - 1 W 3 - 1

Worcester City L 0 - 2 L 2 - 4

Cinderford Town This Season
SEASON 2023-24
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Season 2023 -24 

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Daniel Barnard 42 3 5 1 1

2  Ben Vine 39 1 9 2 2

3  Craig Norman 38 15 11 1 1 1

4  Joshua Jones 37 2 3

5  Ethan Hayes 35 7 4

6  Charlie Davies 33 9 4

7  James Smallcombe 32

8  Kian Skidmore 29 3

9  Kerry Morgan 25 3 4 2

10  Adam Davies 23 1 4

11  Benjamin Watkins 22 2

12  Daniel Brain 21 3

13  Dale Evans 20 1 4 1

14  Drew Heffernan 19 1 4

15  Finley Jones 18 7

16  Andy Lewis 14 1 1

17  Lewis Powell 14 15 1 1

18 Luke Firkin 13 4 1

19  Blaine Waugh 13 2 5 1

20  Ollie Mason 12

21  Ryan Hillier 10 2 1

22  William Morford 9 1

23  Michael Symons 9 1

24  Harry Knight 8 1 1

25  Kallum Thomas 8

26  Lewis Adams 8 2

27  Jack Fox 7 5 2

28  Declan Grant 7 1

29  Ismail Yakubu 7 1

30  Kyle Gibbs 5 1

31  Matthew Lee 5

32  Lewis Lloyd 5 1

33  Cristiano Ascencao 5

34  Lewis Binns 4

35  Tom Stokes 4

36  Archie Burford 3

37  Kieren James 3 1 1 1

38  Ben Scotford 3 1 1

39  Tyrone Tucker-Dixon 3

40  Harrison Cadd 3

41  Daryl Addis 2

42  William Cape O'Reilly 2

43  Samuel Franklin 2

44  Christopher Knowles 2 1

45  Alexander Avenell 1

46  Jordan Chappelle 1 1

47  Daniel Dima 1

48  Marshall Hopkins 1 1

49  Charlie Taylor 1

50  Finley Thomson 1

51  Liam Wilkins 1

Discipline Table

Cinderford Town Statistics Season 2023-24
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Player Pics  
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From The Dugout 

Sam Talks to  

Royal Wootton Bassett 
boss Sam Collier has 
urged his players to give it 
their all one last time this 

season as the club 
prepares for 
arguably the 
biggest game in 
its history next 
week. 

Bassett host 
Cinderford 
Town in the 
Hellenic 
Premier 

Division play-off 
final at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports 
Ground on Tuesday 
evening with a place 
in the Southern 
League next term 
the prize for the 
victor. 

A win would see 
Bassett reach Step 
Four of the non-
league pyramid for 
the first time in the 
clubôs 142-year 
history. 

Collierôs side 
finished the regular 
league season in 
fourth spot but 
spent the majority 
of the campaign in 
third, with a 
promotion play-
off spot 
cemented 

following victory, as chance would have it, 
over their upcoming opponents. 

Bassett then overcame Highworth Town in 
the semi-final courtesy of an Olly Case goal, 
while Cinderford caused something of an 
upset as they edged past favourites Corsham 
Town in their knockout game. 

Ahead of the match on Tuesday, Collier said: 

 ñItôs a play-off final so we know itôs going to 
be tough. Thereôs no such thing as an easy 
final and Cinderford have earned the right to 
be there as much as we have. 

ñTheyôve had a really gruelling fixture list over 
the last few weeks and have come out on 
top. Theyôve got some excellent players and 
have drafted in some lads who have played 
at a higher level. So we know it will be a 
challenge. 

ñBut for us preparations will be pretty much 
what they have been like all season. Weôre 
not going to change our processes too much. 

ñWeôre glad to be playing at home and weôre 
very much looking forward to it. Weôre going 
to give it our all and what will be will be.ò 

The Bassett manager has a fully-fit squad to 
choose from and goes into the game knowing 
what an achievement earning promotion 
would be. 

Collier added: ñIf we end up a Southern 
League team at 10pm on Tuesday night then 
that will be fantastic for this football club and 
the players. 

ñI played for 15 or 16 years and never even 
got close to a promotion at this level so it is 
something we need to grasp and that will be 
the message to the players.ò 
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RWBTFC Wins 

0 
 

Cinderford Wins 

1 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Cinderford Town  

Season Date Comp

2020-21 22-Sep-20 League Cinderford Town 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Baker, Bohane (RWBT won 6-5 on pens)

2023-24 6-Jan-24 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Cinderford Town 1

Bassett Scorers: Dodd

2023-24 6-Apr-24 League Cinderford Town 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorers: Ouldridge

Match Details

Bassett Team: Ellis, Lapham, Dinsmore, Ockwell, Berry-Hargreaves, Taylor, Presley, Wrona, 

Pagliaroli, Bohane, Robinson. Suns: Stirland, Francis, Baker

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Softley, Presley, Packer, Ouldridge, Taylor, 

Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Dodd, Bampton, Morris

Bassett Team: Foster, Chilcott, Spalding, Corcoran, Taylor, Presley, Case, Ouldridge, Moore, 

Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Bampton, Griffin
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Last Meeting Home  

v Cinderford Town  
Saturday 6 January 2024 

Dodd Heads Bassett to Crucial 
Point 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 

Cinderford Town 1 
 

If you can't win, don't lose. Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town did just that as Sam Collier's 
side came from behind to earn a hard fought 
point against a strong Cinderford Town side 
and further bolster their hopes of reaching the 
Hellenic League Premier Division playoffs. 

Three wins in a row over Christmas had lifted 
Cinderford into contention for a playoff position 
- and, as expected, they provided a tough test 
for Bassett. 

A closely fought first half eventually ended 
goalless. But it was Cinderford who came out 
the stronger after the restart and their pressure 
eventually paid off when solid build up play 
from Charlie and Adam Davies set up Ethan 
Hayes, who got the better of Rob Brown in the 
Bassett goal. 

Their lead last all of five minutes though as 
substitute Ben Dodd shed his marker and 
guided a Tommy Ouldridge corner into the 
back of the net with an assured close range 
header. 

That set up a tense finish. And Bassett were 
handed a potentially crucial advantage when 
Kerry Morgan was sin binned for the visitors 
shortly after his introduction off the bench. 

That almost paid off when Luke Softley rose 
highest to meet another Ouldridge corner, but 
his glancing header was hacked off the line by 
Ismail Yakubu who found himself in the right 
place at the right time at the far post. 

Ultimately neither side was able to find a 
winner - but the draw nonetheless represented 
satisfactory outcome for the hosts. 

With Worcester City and Corsham Town both 
winning, Bassett did lose ground on the top 
two. But that Collier and his team find 
themselves in pole position in the race to finish 
behind the two runaway favourites - a spot that 
would guarantee a home playoff fixture - 
reflects on how well Bassett have played so far 
this season. 

And defeats for Pershore Town and Roman 
Glass St George served to strengthen 
Bassett's position. Bassett now hold a four 
point lead over the latter with a game in hand 
over both still to play. Meanwhile nine points 
separates Bassett from Highworth Town - the 
team who currently occupy the first spot 
outside of the playoff positions. 

There's still a long way to go and plenty of 
football to play. Yet Bassett's resilience and 
ability to grind out results has them in a very 
good place. 
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Last Meeting Away  

v Cinderford Town  

Saturday 6 April 2024 

Late Ouldridge winner has 
Bassett on the brink 
Cinderford Town 0 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 

 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town's place in the 
Hellenic League Premier Division playoffs may 
not yet be fully confirmed. But a 1-0 victory 
courtesy of a dramatic late Tommy Ouldridge 
goal 'away' at playoff rivals Cinderford Town 
means that Sam Collier and his team have one 
foot firmly in the postseason door, with the 
other just centimetres away from crossing the 
threshold. 

Victory, coupled with Highworth Town's 2-0 
defeat against Tuffley Rovers, also means that 
Bassett should now be firm favourites to finish 
in third place - which comes with the benefit of 
having home advantage in the playoff semi 
finals. 

Bassett's visit to Cinderford - moved less than 
48 hours before kick off to Westfields' Allpay 
Park ground due to the Foresters suffering a 
spate of recent postponements - was a tight, 
edgy contest with chances at a premium. 

But with the game seemingly set to end in 
stalemate, Ouldridge fired a fine finish into top 
corner from just outside the box after Bassett 
recycled the ball following a half cleared 
corner. 

Having won on all three of their planned visits 
to Hereford this season, this unscheduled trip 
made it a fine four from four in a city that has 
been Bassett's home away from home during 
this hugely successful campaign. 

In fairness, a draw would have been a very 
helpful result for Bassett. But the three points 
are doubly satisfying given its ramifications. 

These are outlined in full below. But essentially 
Bassett will now finish above Slimbridge if they 
avoid defeat against the Swans next Saturday 
(that could be confirmed sooner if Slimbridge 
fail to beat Mangotsfield United in midweek). 

And Highworth and Cinderford - nine and ten 
points behind respectively both with three 
games in hand and a match against each other 
to play this Thursday - now have a huge 
amount of work to do if they are to overhaul 
Bassett. 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 
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Player sponsorship for Season 2023-24 costs Ã50. To 

secure your player contact Chairman Paul Gerrish. 



нн 

 

Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 


