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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 
GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard Buxton 
Sports Ground for this Uhlsport Hellenic 
League Premier Division fixture against 
Longlevens. A warm welcome to all our visitors 
who have made the journey from Gloucester, 
we hope you enjoy your short stay with us this 
evening. This is the second attempt to stage 
this particular fixture after the initial fixture 
between the two sides was forced to be 
curtailed due to the serious injury suffered by 
Harry Pickering which has sidelined him every 
since. We hope our visitors enjoy what is their 
third trip of the season to the Sustain Stadium 
and we wish them all a safe journey home. 

As was noted in the programme for that first 
abandoned league fixture, our record against 
todayôs visitors is a good one with now ten 
victories for us with just five for our visitors. Our 
recent record is even more impressive as three 
of Longlevens victories came in the first three 
fixtures between the two sides in Seasons 2014
-15 and 2015-16.  Our ten victories include a 
league and cup double over Longlevens 
already this season with us winning 2-1 here at 
the Sustain Stadium in the FA Vase and then 2-
0 away in the league. Match reports on both 
those games are included in tonightôs 
programme. 

Since the last set of programme notes we have 
had our worst run of results all season,  starting 
with a defeat in the home league game against 
Westfields. Having won several games this 
season with very late goals, on this occasion it 
was our turn to suffer late heartache as we 
went down 2-1 to Westfields. That defeat was 
then followed by back-to-back games against 
Roman Glass St George , one in the Floodlit 
Cup, followed by an away league fixture. 
Unfortunately both games ended in 1-0 defeats 
with, I understand, a number of key decisions 
not going our way. The cup defeat was even 
more disappointing when the semi final draw 
was known which saw that we would have 
avoided both Worcester City and Brimscombe 
& Thrupp and been up against Jon Millôs 
Division One side Abingdon United in that semi-
final. 

There are now just ten games to go now in our 
quest for the play-offs, seven of which are at 
home where our record has been very good, 

with just two defeats in the 12 league games 
played to date, including that recent loss to 
Westfields. There are some difficult fixtures to 
come though with Worcester City, Corsham 
Town and Fairford Town yet to visit the Sustain 
Stadium. It is important that we stay focused 
and seek to pick up as many points as possible 
focusing on one game at a time. Teams in and 
around us are taking points off each other, as 
was evidenced by Fairford Townôs win over 
Roman Glass on Saturday, but we need to 
maintain the high standards we have set 
ourselves this season to make sure we get 
ourselves over the line.  

Looking at our other sides, the Development 
side are, like the first team, having a bit of a blip 
at the moment having lost their last two games. 
A 1-0 away defeat at Blunsdon, where our 
former first team keeper Harrison Ellis had an 
outstanding game, was followed by a 6-0 defeat 
away to title chasing Amesbury Town. The 
Development side seems to be struggling at the 
moment with the transition from the 3G pitch to 
the heavy pitches that face sides in the winter 
months but will look to return to winning ways 
on Saturday when they make the short trip to 
Shrivenham. 

The Womenôs side, after securing an 
impressive 6-1 away win at Stockwood 
Wanderers at the beginning of the month, could 
only draw 1-1 with Weymouth on Sunday. We 
are now reliant on local rivals Purton doing us a 
massive favour by defeating Poole for a second 
time this season in Pooleôs final fixture. We 
would then need to win all of our remaining four 
games to be able to pip Poole for the title and 
that one promotion place. Whilst a draw for 
Purton could in theory help, we would still need 
to make up a 23 goal difference deficit in those 
four games which is unlikely when they include 
games against Bath and Weymouth. On 
reflection it does seem a little harsh that just 
one promotion place is available when both 
Poole and ourselves had been relegated from 
the Premier Division at the end of last season. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully a return to 
winning ways and three vital points in our quest 
to make the end of season play-offs. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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The Gaffer Talks to 

Your Sport Swindon  

ñAbsolutely ridiculousò 
was how Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town manager 
Sam Collier described 

the penalty 
decision given 
against his side 
in their 1-0 loss 
to Roman 
Glass on 
Saturday. 

The Bristol-
based outfit 
had beaten 
Collierôs side 

in the Wiseman 
Lighting Floodlit 
Cup by the same 
scoreline three 
days prior and their 
chances of 
enacting revenge 
were dealt an 
early blow when 
Bassett 
goalkeeper Rob 
Brown was sent 
off after inside the 
first 20 minutes. 

It meant Bassett 
had to play three 
quarters of the 
game with 
defender Luke 
Softley between 
the sticks and 
matters were 
exacerbated on 
the stroke of 
half-time 
when Roman 

Glass were awarded a spot kick after it was 
adjudged captain Adam Corcoran had 
committed a foul. 

The hosts converted the penalty but yet 
more drama was to unfold in the second 
half. 

Roman Glass then had a man sent off 
themselves when Mike Bryant was given his 
marching orders before Corcoran had a goal 
disallowed for offside. 

While Collier had no complaints about his 
keeperôs dismissal, his anger at the penalty 
decision was all too clear. 

ñIt was a difficult one to take,ò he said. 

ñI havenôt once this year moaned about an 
official but we lost the game simply due to 
the refereeing decisions. 

ñI have no arguments about the red card ï it 
was a fair one. But the penalty was 
absolutely ridiculous. 

ñIôve watched it back and if thatôs a penalty 
then there should be about ten penalties a 
game. 

ñWeôve then had a goal disallowed for 
absolutely no reason. I still donôt quite 
understand what the linesman has seen.ò 

ñBut I was really proud of how the lads 
reacted after going a man down and I think 
we definitely deserved to get something 
from the game.ò 

Bassett host play-off-chasing Slimbridge on 
Saturday and Collier will be looking for his 
players to end a run of three straight 
defeats. 

The Bassett boss added: ñWe know it will be 
a tough one but they are all going to be 
tough from now until the end of the season. 
Itôs not a must win but we need to get back 
to winning ways after losing the last two 
games. 

ñKnowing my players Iôm sure they will 
bounce back.ò 

Sam was talking to Your Sport Swindon 
ahead of Saturdayôs postponed game 
against Slimbridge. 
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 

Luke Softley  
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Opponents History  

Longlevens  
The Club, in its current format, was formed in 
1954, although we believe that a Longlevens 
team had been in existence before the 
Second World War, but that it folded in 1952, 
although we have never been able to confirm 
this through official records. 

We graduated into the Gloucestershire 
Norther Senior League, but then spent the 
next forty years, or so, trying to progress 
from there. As Football evolved, with the 
adoption of the Pyramid System and the 
formal Grading of Clubs, we found our route 
to óthe next levelô cut off, due to the facilities 
at our Club HQ. However, as a result of 
development, involving the Gloucester City 
Council, the Ibis Hotel was built, alongside a 
football facility which was capable of being 
developed to suit the requirements of the 
higher leagues and we were fortunate to be 
granted an annual lease, after applications 
from several local sides. 

From there, given our previous progress, 
things took off at alarming pace, after we 
were elected to the Gloucestershire County 
League in season 2011/12. Our first season 
saw us finish fifth, but, we then surprised 
everyone, including ourselves, when we won 
it the following season, after completing a 
tremendous run that took us from the bottom 
four, in November, to the League Title. Due 
to our position, pre-Christmas, we had not 
contemplated any application to join the 
Hellenic League, but the following season we 
repeated our success, having made the 
relevant application and we were pleased to 
be accepted into the Hellenic League, in 
Division One West. 

If we had surprised ourselves with our 
performances in the Gloucestershire County 
League, then I think that to win Division One 
West in our first season was beyond 
everyoneôs expectations and so, in Season 
2015/16 we found ourselves playing in the 
Premier Division of the Hellenic League, 
sponsored by Uhlsport. Therefore, in just five 
years, we have effectively been promoted 
four times and although our performances on 
the pitch have secured this rise, it is probably 
fair to say that the infra-structure of the Club 
has struggled a little to match the set-up of 

well-established Clubs, such as we meet in 
the Premier Division of the Hellenic League, 
but we are trying hard to improve on this side 
of things. 

Having acknowledged that it was only due to 
our securing the lease at Sawmills that 
allowed to start this journey, it is only right to 
pay tribute to our major sponsors - E.G. 
Carter and Company Limited (probably 
better known simply as Carter Construction) 
because without their input ï which is still 
ongoing - both financial and with the 
provision of man-power, we would not have 
been able to meet the ground improvements 
necessary for both the County and Hellenic 
Leagues. However, as Club President with 
over forty years at the Club, it was also 
gratifying to see the amount of work that was 
put in by Club members to make the 
necessary ground improvements, although 
we recognise there is still work to be 
completed. 

Special mention has to be made to James 
French, our First Team Manager, who has 
transitioned from player, through player-
manager, to manager and although this isnôt 
the platform to name everyone individually, 
he has put together a strong support team 
and the Club is currently blessed with a 
really strong management team and 
dedicated back-up on the administration 
side. 

We also run four other adult male sides, as 
well as an adult Ladies side and we are 
establishing a óladiesô U12 side as well.  
Historically, our representation at youth level 
has been somewhat variable, we have had 
some very successful youth teams in the 
past, but these teams have tended to be 
been transitional and we have not been able 
to sustain teams at all levels. However, as 
part of our plans that saw us achieve Charter 
Standard Development Status, we 
implemented a structure that should see a 
steady influx of youth teams in future 
seasons, which can only be good for our 
future and it would seem that in future years, 
the major problem will be providing sufficient 
pitches for this rapidly growing section of the 
Club. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Longlevens Pen Pics  
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Longlevens Pen Pics  
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RWBTFC Wins 
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Longlevens Wins 
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Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Longlevens  

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Previous Encounters  

Longlevens  
Season Date Comp

2014.15 21-Feb-15 KO Cup Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 3

Bassett Scorers: Bailey, Sheppard

2015.16 20-Oct-15 League Longlevens 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Scholes, OG

2015.16 30-Jan-16 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: N/A

2016.17 10-Sep-16 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4

Bassett Scorers: Thompson 2, Robertson, Spalding

2016.17 25-Feb-17 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: Packer 2, D.Richards

2017.18 4-Nov-17 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: M.Thompson, Collier

2017.18 17-Feb-18 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorer: Corcoran

2018.19 4-Apr-19 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Wrona, Youssef

2018.19 6-Apr-19 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 3

Bassett Scorers: Bohane, Pagliaroli

2019.20 25-Sep-19 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3

Bassett Scorers: Wrona, Langford, Presley

2019.20 11-Jan-20 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: Warre, Pagliaroli

2020.21 29-Sep-20 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorer: Ouldridge

2021.22 4-Dec-21 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4 Longlevens 3

Bassett Scorers: Oudridge, Taylor, Davidson, Gallagher

2021.22 12-Mar-22 League Longlevens 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Mills, Presley

2022.23 24-Feb-23 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Longlevens 4

Bassett Scorer: N/A

2022.23 15-Apr-23 League Longlevens 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorer: Jones 2

2023.24 11-Nov-24 FA Vase Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: Presley 2

2023.24 23-Dec-23 League Longlevens 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorer: Presley, Hobson-McVeigh

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Presley, Timbrell, Ouldridge, Chilcott, 

Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, H.Walters

Bassett Team:  Jepson, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Griffin,  Presley, Taylor, Ouldridge, Packer, H. 

Walters, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Dodd, Timbrell

Bassett Team: Parker, Bradbury, Evans, Wrona, Miller, Robinson, Presley, Golding, Francis, Warre, Ford. 

Subs: Oakley, Pagliaroli, Richards

Bassett Team: Lehmann, Bradbury, Jackson, Richards, Joyce, Davoille, Presley, Turk, Langford, Corcoran, 

Wrona. Subs:  Bennett, Roper, Evans

Match Details

Bassett Team: Kuczynski, Wright, Sheppard, Hawkins, Drewitt, Yeardley, Bailey, Hiscock, Traas, 

Gambling, Vivash. Subs: Carter, Skeates

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, Yeardley, Corcoran, Hawkins, Packer, D.Richards, Bailey, 

Robertson, Cheetham, Olphert. Subs: Scholes, Drewitt

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, D.Richards, Cheetham, Hawkins, J.Richards, Scholes, Bailey, 

Robertson, Yeardley, Olphert. Subs: Corcoran

Bassett Team: Meare, J.Richards, Edmondson, Hawkins, Olphert, Comer, Bailey, Spalding, Robertson, 

Yeardley, Thompson. Subs: Packer

Bassett Team: Aulsberry, Packer, N.Stanley, Evans, James, Lachacz, Youssef, Wrona, Pagliaroli, 

Bohane, Shama. Sub: Bennett

Bassett Team: Ashton, Hawkins, D.Richards, Yeardley, Cheetham, Comer, J. Richards, Olphert, 

Robertson, Withers, Packer. Subs: Bailey, Pleass

Bassett Team: Lawrence, Evans, Aitkenhead, Yeardley, Diaz-Benetiz, Robinson, Gerrish, Wright, Collier, 

Packer, Wrona. Subs; Thompson, Scholes, Lodge

Bassett Team: Lawrence, Joyce, Wright, Jackson, Yeardley, Robinson, Corcoran, Lance, Evans, 

Withers, Wrona. Sub: Richards

Bassett Team: Aulsberry, Cole, Stanley, Evans, James, Wrona, Youssef, Lachacz, Shama, Pagliaroli, 

Langford. Subs: Bohane, Roper

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Guthrie, Corcoran, Chilcott, Robinson, Bennett, Bampton, Jones, 

Taylor, Gallagher. Sub: Griffin

Bassett Team: Crowther, Spalding, Corcoran, Presley, Robinson, Bennett, Ouldridge, Jones, Gallagher, 

Timbrell. Subs: Hobson-McVeigh, H.Walters, Collier

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Davidson, Dodson, Corcoran, Morris, Taylor, Gallagher, Miller, Bennett, 

Ouldridge, Mills. Subs: Wrona

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Davidson, Dodson, Chilcott, Wrona, Miller, Gallagher, Packer, Johnson, Presley, 

Mills. Subs: Griffin, Rae

Bassett Team: Ellis, Ford, Dinsmore, Ockwell, Robinson, Taylor, Wrona, Berry-Hargreaves, Stirland, 

Bohane, Ouldridge. Subs: Francis, Baker, Mutero
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Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Cribbs 38 32 4 2 94 15 100

2 Malvern Town 38 29 5 4 110 45 92

3 Corsham Town 38 28 7 3 97 31 91

4 Worcester Raiders 38 23 7 8 103 48 76

5 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 8 11 67 50 65

6 Roman Glass St George 38 19 7 12 76 47 64

7 Westfields 38 18 10 10 67 42 64

8 Hereford Pegasus 38 18 5 15 69 68 59

9 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 14 10 14 75 62 52

10 Wantage Town 38 14 8 16 70 67 50

11 Mangotsfield United 38 15 4 19 58 70 49

12 Longlevens AFC 38 12 6 20 54 63 42

13 Fairford Town 38 12 5 21 54 66 41

14 Shrivenham 38 11 5 22 42 94 38

15 Lydney Town 38 10 7 21 47 91 37

16 Thornbury Town 38 10 5 23 49 76 35

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 10 4 24 47 83 34

18 Tuffley Rovers 38 9 6 23 48 84 33

19 Bradford Town 38 7 6 25 45 93 27

20 Chipping Sodbury Town 38 6 9 23 42 119 27

2022-2023 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Glos North Sen 1 n/a n/a 30 21 6 3 83 34 69 1 out of 16 Not known

2009/10 Glos North Sen 1 n/a n/a 30 17 4 9 86 46 55 5 out of 16 Not known

2010/11 Glos North Sen 1 n/a n/a 30 16 9 5 71 37 57 4 out of 16 L. Allen 26

2011/12 Gloucs County n/a n/a 34 14 6 14 57 52 45 9 out of 18 A. Trout 12

2012/13 Gloucs County n/a n/a 36 24 5 7 86 44 77 1 out of 19 S.O'Connor 27

2013/14 Gloucs County n/a n/a 34 26 5 3 105 32 83 1 out of 18 M. Bradley 36

2014/15 Hellenic 1 West n/a n/a 28 22 2 4 96 38 68 1 out of 15 R. Hughes/ B.Martin 22

2015/16 Hellenic Premier n/a 1QR 38 18 2 18 64 70 56 10 out of 20 B. Martin 22

2016/17 Hellenic Premier Pr 2QR 34 11 3 20 67 83 36 12 out of 18 S. O'Connor 19

2017/18 Hellenic Premier Pr 1st 38 14 8 16 63 77 50 9 out of 20 B. Martin 23

2018/19 Hellenic Premier Pr 2QR 36 11 4 21 52 64 37 16 out of 19 J. Campbell 13

2019/20 Hellenic Premier 1QR 2nd 25 11 4 10 52 41 37 6* out of 19 B. Martin 27

2020/21 Hellenic Premier EP 2nd 7 3 3 1 12 9 12 8* out of 18 B. Martin 13

2021/22 Hellenic Premier 2QR 1st 38 20 4 14 80 66 64 8 out of 20 B. Martin, E. Dunbar & R. McKinnon 19

2022/23 Hellenic Premier 38 12 6 20 54 63 42 12 out of 20 B. Martin 10

476 240 71 165 1,028 756
* 
As at time Covid-19 brought season to a premature end.

50.4% 14.9% 34.7%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

90 54 19 17 240 117 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 60.0% 21.1% 18.9%

104 64 16 24 248 128 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 61.5% 15.4% 23.1%

28 22 2 4 96 38 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 78.6% 7.1% 14.3%

254 100 34 120 444 473 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 39.4% 13.4% 47.2%

Hellenic Division 1 West

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Glouces Northern Senior 1

Hellenic League Prem Div

Gloucestershire County League

Longlevens Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons 
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Todayõs Opponents  

Longlevens  

League Results Home Away Home Away

Bradford Town L 0 - 5 W 1 - 0

Brimscombe & Thrupp L 0 - 2 W 3 - 0 W 3 - 1

Chipping Sodbury Town L 1 - 2 L 2 - 3

Cinderford Town L 0 - 1 L 1 - 5

Corsham Town D 1 - 1 D 1 - 1 L 1 - 2

Cribbs L 0 - 1 L 0 - 2

Fairford W 1 - 0 W 2 - 0 D 1 - 1 W 2 - 1

Hereford Lads Club D 0 - 0 W 4 - 1 W 1 - 0

Hereford Pegasus L 3 - 4 L 4 - 6 L 0 - 2

Highworth Town W 3 - 2

Lydney Town W 4 - 3 W 4 - 3 D 0 - 0 L 1 - 2

Malvern Town L 2 - 4 L 2 - 3

Mangotsfield United L 0 - 1 L 1 - 2 L 0 - 2 D 2 - 2

Pershore Town D 2 - 2

Roman Glass St George L 0 - 1 L 0 - 1 L 1 - 2 W 1 - 0

RWBTFC L 0 - 2 D 2 - 2 W 4 - 0

Shrivenham W 3 - 0 W 2 - 1

Slimbridge L 0 - 6 L 2 - 3

Thornbury Town W 2 - 1 W 2 - 0 L 0 - 2

Tuffley Rovers L 1 - 3 W 2 - 0 D 0 - 0 W 4 - 0

Wantage Town L 1 - 3 L 1 - 3

Westfields L 2 - 3 L 0 - 1 L 0 - 2

Worcester Raiders L 1 - 3 L 1 - 4 L 1 - 2

Worcester City L 0 - 3

Longlevens AFC This Season & Last
SEASON 2023-24 SEASON 2022-23
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Todayõs Opponents  

Longlevens  

FOUNDED  

1954 

GROUND  

Saw Mills End, 

Corinium Avenue, 

Gloucester GL3 3DG  

CHAIRMAN  

Mark Cornell  

CLUB 

SECRETARY  

William Davis  

MANAGER  

Craig Martin & Michael 

Palmer  

MAJOR 

HONOURS  

Hellenic League 

Division One West 

Champions 2014 -15 

Gloucestershire County 

League Champions  

2012-13, 2013 -14 

Gloucestershire 

Northern Senior League 

Division 1 Champions 

2008-09 

North Gloucestershire 

League Division 4 

Champions 1954 -55 

Gloucestershire County 

League Cup Winners 

2013-14 

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Shiyak Sutherland 32 7 6

2  Austin Parker 29 2

3  Jack Beardsell 27 3 8 1

4  Oliver Long 27 1 1

5  Harrison Iddles 26 2 2 1

6  Shaun O'Connor 25 4 3

7  Joshua Mason 23 3 1

8  Jordan Alderman 22 5 2

9  Luke Finch 22 12

10  Mateusz Wieczorek 22 2

11  Lee Llewelyn 21 2 5

12  Cameron Williams 21 3 1

13  Bradley Martin 20 8

14  Luke Troke 20 1 1 1

15  Joshua Aldridge 16 1

16  Luke Hitchman 16 4 1

17  Nathan Payne 16 5 2

18  Luke Kavanagh 13 1

19  Tyreece Briscoe 9 1

20  Tommy Callinan 9 2

21  Tim Ranken 9

22  Joey Haswell 7 1 2

23  Lucas Price 7

24  James Barnett 5

25  Charles Holliday 5 1

26  Callum McLean 5

27  Ashley Wintle 5

28  Finleigh Brown 4

29  Charlie McCrae 4 1

30  Joshua Timbrell 4

31  Joshua Barlow 3

32  Ryan Dobbins 3

33  Dylan Miles 3

34  Harvey Moroney 3

35  Brennan Denness-Barrett 2

36  Marshall Hopkins 2

37  Daniel Roddis 2

38  Louie Barnfather 1 1

39  Finley Clift 1

40  Jamol Dare 1

41  Matthew Emmett 1

42  Craig Martin 1

43  Anton Ranken 1

44  Matthew Sysum 1

45  Benjamin Williams 1

46  Kane Winman 1

47  Peter Davies

Discipline Table
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Last  Home League Game  

v Longlevens  
Saturday 11 November 2023 

Presley penalty double makes 
it a third round hat trick 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 

Longlevens 1 

 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town advanced to the 
Isuzu FA Vase third round for a third consecutive 
year courtesy of a hard earned 2-1 victory over 
Hellenic League Premier Division rivals 
Longlevens. 

Alfie Presley was the hero for Bassett, twice 
holding his nerve and converting from the penalty 
spot as Sam Collier and his side's recent love 
affair with this national competition continued. 

After twenty years in which Bassett had never 
advanced beyond the second round, Collier has 
guided Basset to the last 64 three years running, 
enjoying unprecedented success given the club's 
previous Vase travails. As with last year's win on 
penalties away at Wellington, Bassett were forced 
to earn their place in third round with Longlevens 
pushing their hosts all the way. 

Always tricky opponents, the Gloucester-based 
outfit were the last team to beat Bassett in 
competitive action at the Sustain Stadium back in 
February. And after a first half in which they were 
the better team, the visitors entered the interval 
with their tails up, perhaps confident of ending 
Bsssett's lengthy home unbeaten run. 

Although neither side had broken the deadlock, 
Longlevens enjoyed much the better opportunities. 
A double chance fell to the visitors just after ten 
minutes with Cam Williams seeing an effort from 
the edge of the box blocked before Shaun 
O'Connor fizzed wide from the rebound. Presley 
soon had the ball in the net for Bassett though play 
had already been halted for offside. 

Indeed that was the best the hosts could muster. 
Instead the visitors continued to be more creative, 
with Shiyak Sutherland shooting across the face of 
goal, Jack Beardsell firing over and Tyreece 
Briscoe forcing a save - albeit a comfortable one - 
from Rob Brown. 

Within five minutes of the restart Longlevens hit 
the post as Cam Williams stole possession deep 
inside Bassett territory, cut inside from the left and 
shot at goal. Soon enough though they were 

behind. A rare foray forward from Bassett ended 
with Scott Chilcott being bundled over by Ollie 
Long. And Presley stepped up to the spot, 
confidently firing into the bottom right corner as he 
sent Mateusz Wieczorek the wrong way. The goal 
finally ignited Bassett who finally started to find 
their groove. They still had to be wary of their 
opponents though. 

On the hour the ever dangerous Brad Martin rising 
to meet a corner with a powerful header that 
fortunately was straight at Brown. Fifteen minutes 
later the same player shot on the turn from the 
edge of the area, with a deflection taking the ball 
narrowly wide. The resulting corner caused panic 
in the box and Jack Beardsell rattled the bar with 
an off balance effort. 

A pair of chances then fell to Bailey Gallagher at 
the other end, with the tricky winger first forcing 
Wieczorek to parry the ball away for a corner 
before he struck narrowly wide from twenty yards. 

The game remained on a knife edge - and it soon 
appeared as though a shootout was on the cards 
as Longlevens grabbed an equaliser with seven 
minutes remaining. It was something of a gift too, 
with Harrison Iddles taking advantage of careless 
play from Brown - who was seeking to kill time 
after a Martin effort - by putting a challenge in on 
the 'keeper and poking home. 

Brown was rescued four minutes later though. 
Bassett earned a second penalty as Long was 
guilty of a stamp on Gallagher off the ball that 
rightly earned the defender a straight red card. 
Presley once again took the honours and again 
sent Wieczorek the wrong way, this time steering 
into the bottom left corner to seal victory.The man 
of the match's double sealed a hat trick of third 
round appearances. Now's the time for Bassett to 
finally overcome that hurdle and book a place in 
the last 32 of the Vase. 
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Last Away League Game  

v Longlevens  
Saturday 23 December 2023 

Early present as super Bassett 
see off Levens 
Longlevens 0 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 
It's set to be a very happy Christmas for Royal 
Wootton Bassett Town after an excellent display 
sealed a fine 2-0 win away at Longlevens. 

Further strengthening their grip on a Hellenic 
League Premier Division playoff place on a 
weekend when five of the league's top ten teams 
fell to defeat, goals from Alfie Presley and Jack 
Hobson-McVeigh earned Bassett their latest 
victory. 

Longlevens may have started the afternoon in 
15th. But after the Gloucester side pushed Bassett 
all the way in their FA Vase second round clash in 
mid-November, Sam Collier and his team knew 
their visit to Saw Mills End would be a tricky 
assignment. 

Bassett were more than up for the test though as 
they took home three more important points. 

It certainly helped that Bassett went in front early 
on. With just four minutes on the clock Presley 
raced onto a ball over the top that the home 
defence failed to deal with and made no mistake. 

That would be the only goal of the half, though 
both teams demonstrated the threat they posed 
going forward throughout the period. 

Longlevens' first chance came just after the 
quarter hour mark when Alan Griffin could only 
head Shiyak Sutherland's cross as far as Nathan 
Payne, who could only fire over. 

It was end-to-end stuff as Jowan Partridge rattled 
the post with a shot from range before the hosts 
had a shout for a penalty turned away after 
debutant 'keeper Sam Jepson was deemed to 
have got a hand to the ball as Sutherland sought 
to round him. 

Corsham's number one last season, Jepson 
showed his worth by denying Luke Kavanagh and 
Jack Beardsell as Bassett held onto their 
advantage going into the break. 

He saved his best save of the afternoon for shortly 
after the hour mark though when a Beardsell cross
-cum-shot caught the 'keeper slightly off guard, but 
he did well to adjust and acrobatically tip the ball 
behind via the crossbar. 

Bassett were next to find the woodwork as 
Presley's long range effort had Mateusz 
Wieczorek beaten only to shake the post. 

But soon enough the visitors were 2-0 ahead. After 
Bassett earned a free kick on the left edge of the 
box, man of the match Hobson-McVeigh stepped 
up to take it and whipped a stunning effort into the 
top right corner. 

That goal settled any potential nerves entering the 
final stages - with the game extended as a result 
of an injury to the assistant referee. 

Longlevens had an effort cleared off the line late 
on, but they were unable to muster any serious 
reply as Bassett notched another win. 

With the sides around them faltering, Bassett keep 
grinding out result after result after result. Their 
relentless run continues with three more big 
games over the festive period - including contests 
against fellow playoff contenders Highworth Town 
and Hereford Pegasus. 

Maintain their fine run of form and record positive 
results in those fixtures and Bassett will enter the 
new year firmly in charge of their destiny. That in 
itself is a somewhat strange thing to write 
considering only once (last season) have Bassett 
recorded a top half finish in the Hellenic Premier 
Division. 

Such is the strength of this squad though that 
Bassett can perhaps start to dream big. 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  
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