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Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 
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Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               
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First Team Honours 
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Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 
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Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 
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Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 
GOOD AFTERNOON and  
welcome  to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this FA 
Vase Second Round fixture against fellow 
Uhlsport Hellenic League side Longlevens. A 
warm welcome to all our visitors who have 
made the journey from Gloucester, we hope 
you enjoy your short stay with us this  
afternoon and that today you will witness a 
game that is actually completed and we wish 
you a safe journey home. 

The recent league game between the two 
sides was forced to be curtailed due to the 
serious injury suffered by Harry Pickering 
which has sidelined him every since hence 
the comment about completing todayôs game. 
As was noted in the programme for that 
abandoned league fixture, our record against 
todayôs visitors is a good one with eight 
victories for us with five for our visitors. 
Those five victories for Longlevens included 
the 4-0 thumping they gave us last season 
here at the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground 
and we will certainly be keen to avoid a 
similar result here this afternoon. 

Midweek saw us pick up three more vital 
points in the 1-0 win over Roman Glass St 
George. A solitary goal from Scott Chilcott 
and some determined defending with just ten 
men for forty minutes saw us over the line in 
a performance which no doubt pleased the 
manager more than any this season against 
a very strong Roman Glass side who were 
just below us in the league. That is now five 
wins on the bounce and hopefully we can 
make it six here this afternoon although we 
know we will need to be at our best against 
another strong side. 

I was copied in some interesting 
correspondence this week that Melkshamôs 
Darren Perrin has sent to the Non-League 
Paper. In it he queried how the FA have 
allowed the anomaly with their rules on 
suspensions. He pointed out that on Friday 
23rd October Kane Simspon of Frome Town 
was dismissed for violent conduct against 
Cribbs ( two step 4 teams) in the FA Trophy. 
Kane received a three match ban. However, 
on Saturday 4th November whilst Kane did 

not play at Malvern Town due to being 
suspended he did play at Step 5 for Corsham 
Town against Pershore in the Hellenic 
League, and scored in their 3-2 victory. 
Darren contacted the Southern League, 
Hellenic League, Western League, Wiltshire 
Senior League and the Wilts FA, not looking 
to get those clubs in trouble but to get clarity 
and understanding for his own club 
Melksham Town FC.  It appears that 
Corsham Town, Frome Town or the player 
have done nothing wrong. Even though Kane 
is suspended for his parent club (Frome 
Town) he can play for a Step 5, 6, or 7 club 
providing he is registered for that club and is 
not a contracted player.  So for any clubs at 
Step 1-4 if they have a player suspended 
they could  get him registered for a Step 
5,6,7 club providing he is not contracted and 
play whilst he is suspended to maintain his 
match fitness. The player who is suspended 
in theory gets no punishment as he can 
continue to play. Darren pointed out that 
clubs at Step 5,6,7 are the ones ultimately 
getting punished here as players from higher 
divisions can come down and play as low as 
Step 7 (Wiltshire Senior League) providing 
they are registered and not contracted 
impacting promotion and relegation in these 
leagues. A player could even miss an FA 
Trophy cup tie through suspension, but play 
in the FA Vase whilst suspended for the club 
he is dual registered for.  

It will be interesting to see if the Non League 
Paper publish this tomorrow. In the meantime 
I would suggest Sam has a word with his old 
man to see if we can borrow some of his 
Melksham players during the season! 

Looking at our other sides, the Development 
side are set to be away to Shrewton United 
today whilst the Womenôs side are home to 
Purton tomorrow in a big local derby game. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating progress to the Third Round of 
this prestigious national competition come 
five oôclock. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 

Scott Chilcott  
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FA Vase Second Round Revisited  
Today Isuzu FA Vase tie against Longlevens is 
Royal Wootton Bassett Townôs sixth ever in the 
second round. 

Below is an overview of Bassettôs previous 
games at this stage of the competition, which 
have typically provided drama and 
entertainment. 

2008/09  

After wins away at Buckingham Athletic (5-3) 
and Henley Town (6-0) and an upset home 
victory after extra time against Kidlington (3-2), 
then step six Bassett travel to Wessex League 
Premier Division side - and former Vase - 
winners Wimborne Town.  

That tie proved a game too much for Dave 
Turnerôs side though as Wimborne - scoring a 
pair of goals in each half - comfortably 
triumphed 4-0 on a cold afternoon in Dorset.  

2017/18  

A trio of home wins against Fairford Town (3-1), 
Codicote (5-0) and Ampthill Town (2-1) earned 
Bassett - by this point back in the Hellenic 
League Premier Division - a trip to Horndean of 
the Wessex League Premier Division.  

Postponements meant the game eventually got 
played midweek - and it was an eventful one 
under the lights. 

Bassett took the lead courtesy of Antonio 
Gerrishôs stunning stike. But the visitors were 
soon reduced to nine men, Chris Jackson 
controversially seeing red for a handball and 
current manager Sam Collier also getting his 
marching orders for taking his protests too far. 

After order had been restored, Horndean 
equalised from the spot and Bassett were left 
with a huge uphill challenge, playing an hour 
with nine men. 

But Bassett pushed Horndean all the way in the 
second half. The hosts took the lead early 
before Lewis Waldon restored parity. Horndean 
eventually struck the killer blow though, 
capitalising on a Bassett error. 

2020/21  

Wins against Stonehouse Town (1-0) and 
Camelford (4-0) set up a tricky visit to Western 
League Premier Division Bridgwater Town. 

Despite being an even contest, Bassett found 
themselves 2-0 down early in the second half. 

Bassett fought back valiantly with TJ Bohane 
reducing arrears from the penalty spot. That 
was not enough though as Sam Collierôs side 
fell to a  2-1 defeat.  

2021/22 

Victories over Knaphill (1-0), Portishead Town 
(3-1) and Downton (4-0) teed up a home clash 
with South West Peninsula League Premier 
Division East high flyers Torpoint Athletic. 

Finally, Bassett got the job done. John Mills 
gave the hosts the lead on the stroke of half 
time with a superb low free kick. Gio Wrona 
then made it 2-0 in the second half with a long 
range left foot drive. 

History was made with the 2-0 triumph as 
Bassett reached the third round for the first 
time. 

2022/23  

Exempt to the first round, Bassett outlasted 
Bridport (5-3) to earn a second round trip to 
Western League Premier Division Wellington.  

Bassettôs previous visit to the Somerset side 
ended in a 4-0 defeat back in 2004/05. The 
outcome was different this time though in a 
seesaw game. 

Tommy Ouldridge gave Bassett the lead with a 
well taken goal but Wellington were ahead at 
the break courtesy of two clinical finishes. 

Manager Sam Collier delivered a stern half time 
team talk to his side, but it appeared as though 
that would not do the trick as Wellington, 
defending deep, kept Bassett at bay. That was 
until a Matt Jones cross was deflected into the 
net by a home defender late on to force 
penalties.  

Wellington hit the post with their first. In 
contrast, Bassett were perfect, converting all 
five penalties to win 5-4. 

2023/24 

A narrow 2-1 win against Elburton Villa set up 
todayôs tie with Longlevens. Will Bassett make 
it a third straight second round win?  

Hereôs hoping! 

For details of our complete FA Vase 
competition history visit the history section of 
our website: https://rwbtfc.co.uk/history/fav/ 

. 
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Opponents History  

Longlevens  
The Club, in its current format, was formed in 
1954, although we believe that a Longlevens 
team had been in existence before the 
Second World War, but that it folded in 1952, 
although we have never been able to confirm 
this through official records. 

We graduated into the Gloucestershire 
Norther Senior League, but then spent the 
next forty years, or so, trying to progress 
from there. As Football evolved, with the 
adoption of the Pyramid System and the 
formal Grading of Clubs, we found our route 
to óthe next levelô cut off, due to the facilities 
at our Club HQ. However, as a result of 
development, involving the Gloucester City 
Council, the Ibis Hotel was built, alongside a 
football facility which was capable of being 
developed to suit the requirements of the 
higher leagues and we were fortunate to be 
granted an annual lease, after applications 
from several local sides. 

From there, given our previous progress, 
things took off at alarming pace, after we 
were elected to the Gloucestershire County 
League in season 2011/12. Our first season 
saw us finish fifth, but, we then surprised 
everyone, including ourselves, when we won 
it the following season, after completing a 
tremendous run that took us from the bottom 
four, in November, to the League Title. Due 
to our position, pre-Christmas, we had not 
contemplated any application to join the 
Hellenic League, but the following season we 
repeated our success, having made the 
relevant application and we were pleased to 
be accepted into the Hellenic League, in 
Division One West. 

If we had surprised ourselves with our 
performances in the Gloucestershire County 
League, then I think that to win Division One 
West in our first season was beyond 
everyoneôs expectations and so, in Season 
2015/16 we found ourselves playing in the 
Premier Division of the Hellenic League, 
sponsored by Uhlsport. Therefore, in just five 
years, we have effectively been promoted 
four times and although our performances on 
the pitch have secured this rise, it is probably 
fair to say that the infra-structure of the Club 
has struggled a little to match the set-up of 

well-established Clubs, such as we meet in 
the Premier Division of the Hellenic League, 
but we are trying hard to improve on this side 
of things. 

Having acknowledged that it was only due to 
our securing the lease at Sawmills that 
allowed to start this journey, it is only right to 
pay tribute to our major sponsors - E.G. 
Carter and Company Limited (probably 
better known simply as Carter Construction) 
because without their input ï which is still 
ongoing - both financial and with the 
provision of man-power, we would not have 
been able to meet the ground improvements 
necessary for both the County and Hellenic 
Leagues. However, as Club President with 
over forty years at the Club, it was also 
gratifying to see the amount of work that was 
put in by Club members to make the 
necessary ground improvements, although 
we recognise there is still work to be 
completed. 

Special mention has to be made to James 
French, our First Team Manager, who has 
transitioned from player, through player-
manager, to manager and although this isnôt 
the platform to name everyone individually, 
he has put together a strong support team 
and the Club is currently blessed with a 
really strong management team and 
dedicated back-up on the administration 
side. 

We also run four other adult male sides, as 
well as an adult Ladies side and we are 
establishing a óladiesô U12 side as well.  
Historically, our representation at youth level 
has been somewhat variable, we have had 
some very successful youth teams in the 
past, but these teams have tended to be 
been transitional and we have not been able 
to sustain teams at all levels. However, as 
part of our plans that saw us achieve Charter 
Standard Development Status, we 
implemented a structure that should see a 
steady influx of youth teams in future 
seasons, which can only be good for our 
future and it would seem that in future years, 
the major problem will be providing sufficient 
pitches for this rapidly growing section of the 
Club. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Longlevens Pen Pics  
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Previous Encounters  

Longlevens  

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Previous Encounters  

Longlevens  
Season Date Comp

2014.15 21-Feb-15 KO Cup Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 3

Bassett Scorers: Bailey, Sheppard

2015.16 20-Oct-15 League Longlevens 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Scholes, OG

2015.16 30-Jan-16 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: N/A

2016.17 10-Sep-16 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4

Bassett Scorers: Thompson 2, Robertson, Spalding

2016.17 25-Feb-17 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: Packer 2, D.Richards

2017.18 4-Nov-17 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: M.Thompson, Collier

2017.18 17-Feb-18 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorer: Corcoran

2018.19 4-Apr-19 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Wrona, Youssef

2018.19 6-Apr-19 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 3

Bassett Scorers: Bohane, Pagliaroli

2019.20 25-Sep-19 League Longlevens 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3

Bassett Scorers: Wrona, Langford, Presley

2019.20 11-Jan-20 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorers: Warre, Pagliaroli

2020.21 29-Sep-20 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Longlevens 1

Bassett Scorer: Ouldridge

2021.22 4-Dec-21 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4 Longlevens 3

Bassett Scorers: Oudridge, Taylor, Davidson, Gallagher

2021.22 12-Mar-22 League Longlevens 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Mills, Presley

2022.23 24-Feb-23 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Longlevens 4

Bassett Scorer: N/A

2022.23 15-Apr-23 League Longlevens 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorer: Jones 2

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Guthrie, Corcoran, Chilcott, Robinson, Bennett, Bampton, Jones, 

Taylor, Gallagher. Sub: Griffin

Bassett Team: Crowtherm Spalding, Corcoran, Presley, Robinson, Bennett, Ouldridge, Jones, Gallagher, 

Timbrell. Subs: Hobson-McVeigh, H.Walters, Collier

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Davidson, Dodson, Corcoran, Morris, Taylor, Gallagher, Miller, Bennett, 

Ouldridge, Mills. Subs: Wrona

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Davidson, Dodson, Chilcott, Wrona, Miller, Gallagher, Packer, Johnson, Presley, 

Mills. Subs: Griffin, Rae

Bassett Team: Ellis, Ford, Dinsmore, Ockwell, Robinson, Taylor, Wrona, Berry-Hargreaves, Stirland, 

Bohane, Ouldridge. Subs: Francis, Baker, Mutero

Bassett Team: Parker, Bradbury, Evans, Wrona, Miller, Robinson, Presley, Golding, Francis, Warre, Ford. 

Subs: Oakley, Pagliaroli, Richards

Bassett Team: Lehmann, Bradbury, Jackson, Richards, Joyce, Davoille, Presley, Turk, Langford, Corcoran, 

Wrona. Subs:  Bennett, Roper, Evans

Match Details

Bassett Team: Kuczynski, Wright, Sheppard, Hawkins, Drewitt, Yeardley, Bailey, Hiscock, Traas, 

Gambling, Vivash. Subs: Carter, Skeates

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, Yeardley, Corcoran, Hawkins, Packer, D.Richards, Bailey, 

Robertson, Cheetham, Olphert. Subs: Scholes, Drewitt

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, D.Richards, Cheetham, Hawkins, J.Richards, Scholes, Bailey, 

Robertson, Yeardley, Olphert. Subs: Corcoran

Bassett Team: Meare, J.Richards, Edmondson, Hawkins, Olphert, Comer, Bailey, Spalding, Robertson, 

Yeardley, Thompson. Subs: Packer

Bassett Team: Aulsberry, Packer, N.Stanley, Evans, James, Lachacz, Youssef, Wrona, Pagliaroli, 

Bohane, Shama. Sub: Bennett

Bassett Team: Ashton, Hawkins, D.Richards, Yeardley, Cheetham, Comer, J. Richards, Olphert, 

Robertson, Withers, Packer. Subs: Bailey, Pleass

Bassett Team: Lawrence, Evans, Aitkenhead, Yeardley, Diaz-Benetiz, Robinson, Gerrish, Wright, Collier, 

Packer, Wrona. Subs; Thompson, Scholes, Lodge

Bassett Team: Lawrence, Joyce, Wright, Jackson, Yeardley, Robinson, Corcoran, Lance, Evans, 

Withers, Wrona. Sub: Richards

Bassett Team: Aulsberry, Cole, Stanley, Evans, James, Wrona, Youssef, Lachacz, Shama, Pagliaroli, 

Langford. Subs: Bohane, Roper
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Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Cribbs 38 32 4 2 94 15 100

2 Malvern Town 38 29 5 4 110 45 92

3 Corsham Town 38 28 7 3 97 31 91

4 Worcester Raiders 38 23 7 8 103 48 76

5 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 8 11 67 50 65

6 Roman Glass St George 38 19 7 12 76 47 64

7 Westfields 38 18 10 10 67 42 64

8 Hereford Pegasus 38 18 5 15 69 68 59

9 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 14 10 14 75 62 52

10 Wantage Town 38 14 8 16 70 67 50

11 Mangotsfield United 38 15 4 19 58 70 49

12 Longlevens AFC 38 12 6 20 54 63 42

13 Fairford Town 38 12 5 21 54 66 41

14 Shrivenham 38 11 5 22 42 94 38

15 Lydney Town 38 10 7 21 47 91 37

16 Thornbury Town 38 10 5 23 49 76 35

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 10 4 24 47 83 34

18 Tuffley Rovers 38 9 6 23 48 84 33

19 Bradford Town 38 7 6 25 45 93 27

20 Chipping Sodbury Town 38 6 9 23 42 119 27

2022-2023 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Glos North Sen 1 n/a n/a 30 21 6 3 83 34 69 1 out of 16 Not known

2009/10 Glos North Sen 1 n/a n/a 30 17 4 9 86 46 55 5 out of 16 Not known

2010/11 Glos North Sen 1 n/a n/a 30 16 9 5 71 37 57 4 out of 16 L. Allen 26

2011/12 Gloucs County n/a n/a 34 14 6 14 57 52 45 9 out of 18 A. Trout 12

2012/13 Gloucs County n/a n/a 36 24 5 7 86 44 77 1 out of 19 S.O'Connor 27

2013/14 Gloucs County n/a n/a 34 26 5 3 105 32 83 1 out of 18 M. Bradley 36

2014/15 Hellenic 1 West n/a n/a 28 22 2 4 96 38 68 1 out of 15 R. Hughes/ B.Martin 22

2015/16 Hellenic Premier n/a 1QR 38 18 2 18 64 70 56 10 out of 20 B. Martin 22

2016/17 Hellenic Premier Pr 2QR 34 11 3 20 67 83 36 12 out of 18 S. O'Connor 19

2017/18 Hellenic Premier Pr 1st 38 14 8 16 63 77 50 9 out of 20 B. Martin 23

2018/19 Hellenic Premier Pr 2QR 36 11 4 21 52 64 37 16 out of 19 J. Campbell 13

2019/20 Hellenic Premier 1QR 2nd 25 11 4 10 52 41 37 6* out of 19 B. Martin 27

2020/21 Hellenic Premier EP 2nd 7 3 3 1 12 9 12 8* out of 18 B. Martin 13

2021/22 Hellenic Premier 2QR 1st 38 20 4 14 80 66 64 8 out of 20 B. Martin, E. Dunbar & R. McKinnon 19

2022/23 Hellenic Premier 38 12 6 20 54 63 42 12 out of 20 B. Martin 10

476 240 71 165 1,028 756
* 
As at time Covid-19 brought season to a premature end.

50.4% 14.9% 34.7%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

90 54 19 17 240 117 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 60.0% 21.1% 18.9%

104 64 16 24 248 128 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 61.5% 15.4% 23.1%

28 22 2 4 96 38 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 78.6% 7.1% 14.3%

254 100 34 120 444 473 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 39.4% 13.4% 47.2%

Hellenic Division 1 West

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Glouces Northern Senior 1

Hellenic League Prem Div

Gloucestershire County League

Longlevens Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons 
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Todayõs Opponents  

Longlevens  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Longlevens  

FOUNDED  

1954 

GROUND  

Saw Mills End, 

Corinium Avenue, 

Gloucester GL3 3DG  

CHAIRMAN  

Mark Cornell  

CLUB 

SECRETARY  

William Davis  

MANAGER  

Craig Martin & Michael 

Palmer  

MAJOR 

HONOURS  

Hellenic League 

Division One West 

Champions 2014 -15 

Gloucestershire County 

League Champions  

2012-13, 2013 -14 

Gloucestershire 

Northern Senior League 

Division 1 Champions 

2008-09 

North Gloucestershire 

League Division 4 

Champions 1954 -55 

Gloucestershire County 

League Cup Winners 

2013-14 
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Friday 23 February 2023 

Friday night horror show 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 

Longlevens 4 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town's strong run of 
form came to an emphatic end as Sam 
Collier's side suffered a 4-0 drubbing at 
home against Longlevens. Facing 
opponents who started the day in 15th, 
Bassett entered the Friday night fixture with 
high hopes of earning a fifth straight league 
win that would have taken the team up into 
sixth in the table. However by the end of the 
match, Bassett had suffered their biggest 
defeat of the campaign so far after a second 
half showing in which Longlevens tore the 
hosts apart. 

Bassett had trailed 1-0 at the break, the 
game - at least at that point - being finely 
poised after an opening half in which the 
hosts had arguably created the better of the 
chances with the visitors taking the lead 
courtesy of an outstanding Shaun O'Connor 
strike. But Bassett collapsed after the 
restart, conceding three further goals on 
what proved to be a miserable night. 

The early signs were nonetheless bright 
with Bassett making a lively start. Indeed, 
the home side were inches away from 
taking the lead on the quarter hour mark 
when Bailey Gallagher produced a 
trademark cut inside from the left before 
crashing a shot from just outside the box 
onto the bar. 

Chances continued to come with Matt Jones 
forcing a low parry from visiting 'keeper 
Kane Winman and Matt Bennett sending a 
shot over after being allowed to advance 
into a dangerous position. When 
Longlevens eventually opened the scoring 
on thirty minutes, Bassett could therefore 
have felt with some justification that the goal 
came against the run of play. But what a 
goal it was as visiting captain O'Connor 
brought down an attempted clearance and 

sent a beautiful thirty yard strike beyond a 
helpless Matt Crowther. 

The same player then almost scored 
another from distance before the break, but 
Crowther was fortunately able to scramble 
the ball away with Bassett - after going 
behind - now on the ropes. 

After the break, it was all Longlevens. The 
visitors offered Bassett little, shutting 
Collier's side down quickly and preventing 
them from getting the ball moving. They 
were then incisive and clinical when going 
forward. 

Their lead was doubled less than minutes 
into the second half. Tommy Callinan should 
arguably have scored a minute earlier after 
being quickest to react to a Crowther spill. 
But where he failed in finding the net, 
teammate Shiyak Sutherland succeeded. 
Springing the offside trap to race onto a a 
fine Lee Llewellyn pass played across the 
Bassett defence, the dangerous Sutherland 
fired beyond Crowther. 

Sutherland almost grabbed another after 
latching onto substitute Brad Martin's 
through ball but was thwarted by Crowther. 
But he would serve as creator for 
Longlevens' third, breaking down the right 
wing before crossing for Martin who made 
no mistake from close range. Three 
ultimately became four on 73 minutes when 
Bassett failed to clear from a Fin Brown free 
kick and James Barnett plucked the ball out 
of the air before teeing up Jack Beardsell for 
a simple finish. 

Bassett then had the woodwork to thank for 
preventing any further damage as Martin 
missed out on his second and his team's 
fifth as he steered a shot off the bar 
following a Beardsell cutback. The defeat - 
while heavy and the result of a bleak 
performance - is itself not terminal for 
Bassett's hopes of a top six finish. However, 
it does make achieving such a feat that 
much harder - especially with eight of the 
ten remaining league fixtures coming away 
from home. 

Last  Home League Game  

v Longlevens  
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Last Away League Game  

v Longlevens  
Saturday 15 April 2023 

Draw Seals Top Six Finish 

 
Longlevens 2 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town secured a top 
six finish in the Hellenic League Premier 
Division courtesy of a final day 2-2 draw at 
Longlevens and Westfields' 4-2 home defeat 
against Corsham Town. 

By far Bassett's highest ever league finish, 
that could get even better too, with Sam 
Collier's side set to finish fifth if Wiltshire 
rivals Corsham defeat Roman Glass St 
George when those teams meet for their final 
fixture. 

While Longlevens twice came from behind to 
deny Bassett a final day win, there was 
plenty if reason for Collier and his team to 
celebrate at the final whistle of another 
marathon campaign. 

Going into this season, Bassett had never 
finished in the top half of the Hellenic 
Premier despite having played in the division 
fifteen years. 

That ignominious record was finally broken 
though - and Bassett did so in some style. It 
certainly wasn't the case that Bassett snuck 
into the top half. Instead, they consistently 
showed how they were one of the better 
teams in the division. 

Off days were rare - one being the 4-0 home 
loss at the hands of Longlevens. Meanwhile, 
points were earned against all but two teams 
- third place Corsham and bogey side 
Brimscombe and Thrupp. 

Matt Jones' double ensured that Longlevens 
didn't become the third opponent to register 
a season double over Bassett. 

His first of the afternoon came following good 
set up play from Matt Bennett. Then, after 
Brad Martin had levelled the scores, Jones 
guided a low free kick beneath the wall and 
into the bottom corner - a goal, his 16th of 
the campaign, that secured his place as top 
scorer. 

Basset thus led at the interval, but they were 
to be denied victory thanks to Cam Williams' 
scrambled equaliser midway through the 
second half. With Corsham cruising to a 
comfortable, convincing win at Westfields 
though, a win was not necessary to lift 
Bassett up in the table. 

The trick will now be to avoid regressing to 
the mean and to maintain the momentum 
built up this season when August comes 
around. Although disappointing not to be 
playing for silverware to finish this campaign 
after Thursday's Bluefin Sports Challenge 
Cup semi final defeat, Bassett can go into 
the summer full of confidence and pride 
following a successful year. Here's to more 
of the same next year as the club seeks to 
build a winning culture. 
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Matt Bennett, Gio Wrona & Adam Corcoran 
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Player sponsorship for Season 2023-24 costs Ã50. To secure 

your player contact Chairman Paul Gerrish. 
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