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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 

GOOD AFTERNOON and  
welcome  to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this FA 
Vase First Round Proper tie, our first game in 
this seasonôs competition. A warm welcome 
to all our visitors who have made the long 
journey from deepest Devon, we hope you 
enjoy your short stay with us this afternoon 
and we wish you a safe journey home. 

This is our first ever meeting with our 
opponents who play in the South West 
Peninsula League Premier East Division. The 
last time we met a team from this division in 
the FA Vase was back in November 2021 
when we defeated Torpoint Athletic 2-0 here 
at the Sustain Stadium, a great result against 
a side who went on to win their league at the 
end of the season gaining promotion to the 
Toolstation Western League. Todayôs 
encounter will be only the fourth time we 
have played teams from the South West 
Peninsula League in the FA Vase and our 
record so far is two wins and one defeat from 
the three games played. In addition to that 
victory over Torpoint Athletic, in October 
2020 we defeated Camelford 4-0 in the First 
Round. The first ever fixture with a side from 
the South West Peninsula League was way 
back in 2001-2 when St Blazey came to 
Rylands Way, defeating us 2-0 that day. You 
will note that we have been lucky with the 
draws so far, as all four encounters having 
taken place in our town with the teams from 
the South West having to make the long and 
difficult journeys.  

After last weekôs traumatic events which saw 
keeper Harry Pickering suffer a horrible injury 
making a wonder save, hopefully we will see 
a game that goes the full duration here today 
with no further player injuries. The referee 
had no choice really but to abandon last 
weekôs game given the delay in an 
ambulance arriving. With the ambulance 
service so stretched these days football 
injuries are not treated as priority and 
sometimes in can be hours before an 
ambulance arrives. A recent incident at 

Trowbridge in the Wiltshire Senior League is 
a case in point where in the end an injured 
player had to be transported in a players van 
to hospital which was far from ideal as there 
were concerns about the drop in temperature 
with no sign of an ambulance. Despite then 
cancelling the ambulance I am led to believe 
it still turned up very late that evening which 
meant an ambulance that could have been 
used elsewhere then made a wasted 
journey . Going back to last week, a big thank 
you to our Sports Therapist Kara Gregory for 
looking after Harry until the ambulance 
arrived and for the others who rallied round to 
make sure Harry was looked after and 
players could be fed and watered earlier than 
would normally be the case. The Chairman 
on the next page gives an update on Harry 
and also on our groundsman Andy Clinch 
who was taken ill last weekend.  

With the Womenôs sides home fixture against 
Weymouth being postponed due to our 
scheduled opponents being unable to raise a 
side last Sunday it was just the Development 
side who recorded a result last weekend, a 
thumping 8-0 win away at Odd Down (Bath) 
Dev that saw them go fourth in the table. 

Since the last programme notes the Under 
18s were 3-1 winners over Melksham Town, 
a result which saw them move second in the 
table. Meanwhile the Veteransô side have 
progressed in two cup competitions, a 6-1 
win over Stratton Juniors in the County Cup 
being followed by a similar result against 
Blunsdon in the League Cup. Some familiar 
names amongst the goals, with both Mark 
Simpkins who played in the aforementioned 
FA Vase game against St Blazey and all time 
record appearance maker Steve Yeardley 
both amongst the scorers for the Vetsô team. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating  a win and progress to the 
Second Round Proper of this prestigious 
national competition. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

GOOD 
AFTERNOON Itôs 
a pleasure to welcome 
our supporters along with 

the players, officials and supporters from 
Elburton Villa FC to the Sustain Stadium 
today for our FA Vase 1st Round Proper 
fixture.    We hope you had a safe journey 
up from Plymouth. 

Firstly, I must give a big shout out to our 
keeper Harry Pickering who sustained a 
nasty injury in our abandoned fixture against 
Longlevens last weekend.   When 
eventually the ambulance did get him to 
hospital, they were able to pop his shoulder 
back in to place and the last update I had 
was that he would have to return to hospital 
on Sunday to ensure everything was in the 
correct place.   I am sure Harry would be the 
first to join me in thanking Kara for looking 
after him in her professional manner along 
with all the other members of the club that 
were on hand to help. 

I also want to wish a speedy recovery to our 
groundsman, Andy Clinch who suffered a 
heart attack over the weekend.   A stent has 
been fitted but we will not be seeing him for 
a couple of months at least.   Iôm sure 
arrangements are already in place to keep 
the playing surface up to the usual high 
quality in Andyôs absence.   

Todayôs fixture reminds me of our Vase 
game a few seasons ago against 
Hamworthy who went on to reach the semi 
final and gain promotion to the Southern 
League.   Sadly, that success came at a 
cost, ground grading at the higher league 
meant they had to play their home games at 
Weymouthôs ground and the inevitable drain 
on their finances led to them recently 
withdrawing their first team from the league.   
Perhaps this should come as a warning to a 
few clubs at our level with inflated budgets!! 

Tomorrow sees another cup game at the 
Sustain as the women attempt to reach the 
1st Round of the Womenôs FA Cup for the 
first time in a final preliminary fixture against 
AFC Stoneham.   Hopefully we will have a 
double celebration by the end of the 
weekend. 

Unfortunately, work prevents me from being 
at either fixture as I will be in Germany but I 
will be watching social media closely to 
follow scores.   Good luck to both teams. 

I hope you enjoy the game and look forward 
to seeing you again soon. 

. 
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 

Alfie Presley  
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Opponents History  

Elburton Villa  
The club was established in 1982 as a 
successor to Elburton Red Triangle 
FC. Elburton Villa joined the Plymouth 
& District League and went on to win 
the Division One title in 1990-91. 

In 1992 the club were founder 
members of the Devon County 
League. 

The 1994-95 Season saw the club win 
the leagueôs Throgmorton Cup, beating 
Weston Mill Oak Villa in the final. 

In 2007 the Devon County League 
merged with the South Western 
League to form the South West 
Peninsula League, with Elburton Villa 
becoming members of the Premier 
Division. 

Elburton Villa were relegated to 
Division One after finishing bottom of 
the Premier Division in 2015-16 but 
had a much better season the following 
season finising as Division One West 
runners-up. 

In 2017-18 Season the club finished 
third in Division One West and were 
promoted back to the Premier Division. 

Following a league reorganisation at 
the end of the 2018-19 Season 
Elburton Villa were placed in the 
Premier Division East where the club 
remain at Step 6 in the  National 
League System. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Elburton Villa Player Pen Pics  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Elburton Villa  

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 SW Peninsula Prem n/a n/a 36 7 6 23 55 88 27 18 out of 19 Not known

2009/10 SW Peninsula Prem n/a n/a 36 10 11 15 57 78 41 13 out of 19 Not known

2010/11 SW Peninsula Prem n/a n/a 38 7 6 25 58 98 27 19 out of 20 Not known

2011/12 SW Peninsula Prem n/a n/a 38 16 5 17 66 71 53 11 out of 20 Not known

2012/13 SW Peninsula Prem n/a n/a 36 24 5 7 95 53 77 3 out of 19 Not known

2013/14 SW Peninsula Prem n/a n/a 38 14 6 18 64 92 48 12 out of 20 Not known

2014/15 SW Peninsula Prem n/a 1QR 36 5 8 23 39 109 23 18 out of 19 Not known

2015/16 SW Peninsula Prem n/a 1QR 38 6 5 27 40 115 23 20 out of 20 Not known

2016/17 SW Peninsula 1W n/a 1QR 34 22 7 5 101 45 73 2 out of 18 Not known

2017/18 SW Peninsula 1W n/a 1QR 32 19 7 6 79 40 64 3 out of 17 Not known

2018/19 SW Peninsula Prem n/a Rnd 1 36 8 9 19 53 81 33 15 out of 19 Not known

2019/20 SW Peninsula - East n/a 1QR 27 9 7 11 45 51 34 11* out of 20 Not known

2020/21 SW Peninsula - East n/a 2QR 13 3 2 8 32 33 11 17* out of 20 Not known

2021/22 SW Peninsula - East n/a 1QR 38 11 7 20 62 74 40 14 out of 20 A. MacPherson 19

2022/23 SW Peninsula - East n/a Rnd 2 36 7 10 19 45 68 31 16 out of 19 B. Alcantara 12

512 168 101 243 891 1,096
* 
As at time Covid-19 brought season to a premature end.

32.8% 19.7% 47.5%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

332 97 61 174 527 785 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 29.2% 18.4% 52.4%

66 41 14 11 180 85 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 62.1% 21.2% 16.7%

114 30 26 58 184 226 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 26.3% 22.8% 50.9%

Elburton Villa Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons 
Season League & Division Position

Totals

South West Pensinsula East

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

South West Peninusla Prem

South West Peninsula 1W

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Ivybridge Town 13 12 1 0 53 9 37

2 Bridport FC 12 9 2 1 33 21 29

3 Crediton United 12 8 2 2 35 16 26

4 Axminster Town 12 7 2 3 32 21 23

5 Newton Abbot Spurs 13 6 3 4 31 22 21

6 Elburton Villa 10 6 2 2 18 12 20

7 Bovey Tracey 13 5 4 4 31 19 19

8 Cullompton Rangers 11 5 2 4 20 16 17

9 Sidmouth Town 12 5 2 5 28 25 17

10 Teignmouth AFC 10 4 2 4 26 25 14

11 Torrington AFC 12 4 2 6 14 26 14

12 Stoke Gabriel & T Police 12 4 1 7 21 35 13

13 Honiton Town 13 2 5 6 21 35 11

14 Okehampton Argyle 9 3 1 5 14 18 10

15 Bishops Lydeard 12 2 0 10 21 35 6

16 Torridgeside AFC 10 2 0 8 6 32 6

17 Dartmouth AFC 14 0 1 13 10 47 1

2023-2024 Season

South West Peninsula League Premier Eastern
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Elburton Villa  

Season 2023 -24 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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South West Peninsula League  

East Season 2022 -23 

Information taken from the 

Wikipedia page for the South 

West Peninsula League 
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FIFA TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER - SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER 

Calling all gamers! Royal Wootton Bassett Town will be hosting a FIFA tournament on 
Saturday 16 December to help raise funds for this season's youth section Holland Tour. 

The action will take place in the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground clubhouse, with those taking 
part asked to arrive at 1.45pm. 

Open to those aged 6-16, the tournament costs just Ã10 to enter, with the entry fee 
guaranteeing each player a minimum of three matches. All players will also receive a hot 
dog and drink. Prizes will be available for the winners. 

60 places are available. To secure your place please contact Stacey Cooper via email 
(bal3.stacey.cooper@gmail.com or mobile (07917 562726). Please note that payment is 
required to secure entry - so book early to avoid disappointment. 



мо 

 

RWBT FC Club 

Noticeboard  
HOLLAND TOUR 
FUNDRAISER: ENTER 
RAFFLE TO WIN SIGNED 
MASON MOUNT SHIRT! 

In order to help raise funds for this year's 
Holland Tour, Royal Wootton Bassett Town 
Under 13 Blue have received an England 
shirt signed by Manchester United star 
Mason Mount which you can enter a raffle to 
win. 

Tickets can be bought for just Ã1, with 2,000 
available. The raffle ends on 1 December or 
when the last ticket is sold. 

HOLLAND TOUR BINGO 
FUNDRAISER - SATURDAY 
11 NOVEMBER 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town will be hosting 
a bingo night on Saturday 11 November to 
help raise funds for this year's youth section 
Holland Tour. 

The event will take place in the clubhouse at 
the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground. Those 
attending are asked to arrive at 7pm for a 
prompt start at 7.30pm. 

All are invited to attend and bring along 
friends and family for what should be a great 
evening's entertainment. 

There will be prizes on offer for those who 
win, with cash flyers for the grown-ups. A 
raffle will also be held on the night, for which 
prize donations are sought. 

Donations can be left in the donations box in 
the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground clubhouse 
bar, or collection can be arranged by 
contacting Stacey Cooper (see details 
below). All donations are greatly appreciated. 

For more information about the bingo 
fundraiser please contact Stacey Cooper via 
email (stace69_826@hotmail.com) or by 
mobile (07379 906819). 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

HOLLAND TOUR 
FUNDRAISING LOTTERY 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town have 
established a lottery with One Lottery 
Fundraising to help raise funds for this year's 
Holland Tour. 

Tickets can be bought for just Ã1 with draws 
taking place on a weekly basis. 

Match all six numbers and you will be in with 
a chance of winning a Ã25,000 jackpot. Other 
excellent prizes are available including 
theatre trips. 

For mor information look on the club website 
at 

www.onelottery.co.uk/support/royal-wootton-
bassett-town-fc-youth  

WILTSHIRE FA ôYOUR 
GAMEõ EVENT - 25-26 
OCTOBER 

The Wiltshire FA will be hosting a free 'Your 
Game' event at Swindon Supermarine on 
Wednesday 25 and Thursday 26 October. 
The event is aimed at those aged 14-24 who 
would like to learn about roles in football 
outside of playing. 

Those attending will have the opportunity to 
meet experts from all levels of the game and 
try roles such as refereeing, coaching, club 
administration, youth leadership, media and 
marketing, as well as much more. 

The event covers roles in football outside of 
playing, so if you are looking to start 
volunteering or working in the game, then this 
is for you. 

This event, which takes places from 10am to 
4pm 5pm on Monday 6 October: on both 
days, is free to attend and those who are 
there will be provided with England Football 
kit tops and a free lunch. 

If you would like to attend, please sign up 
using the link on the club website.  
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Match Report  

v Longlevens  
Saturday 14 October 203 

Serious Pickering injury forces 
abandonment 

 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 

Longlevens 1 

Game Abandoned 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town's Hellenic 
League Premier Division encounter with 
Longlevens was abandoned after 'keeper 
Harry Pickering suffered a serious injury just 
over half an hour into the match. 

Pickering suffered a dislocated arm after 
making a fantastic point blank save and, 
given the severity of the pain he was in and 
length of time that it took for an ambulance to 
arrive, there was no option but to call a 
premature end to the fixture. 

In an otherwise tight game, Bassett trailed 1-
0 at the time of the injury as the visitors 
seized on a under hit back pass from Jowan 
Partridge, which got held up by the longer 
than usual grass on the Sustain Stadium 
pitch, just after the game's quarter hour 
mark. 

Bassett then seemed set to go 2-0 down, but 
Pickering put his body on the line to prevent 
that. In the process, however, he suffered his 
devastating injury. 

After having to spend an hour and a half 
stricken on the pitch - though under the 
excellent care of club sports therapist Kara 
Gregory - Pickering was eventually taken to 
hospital, where he was evaluated on 
Saturday evening. 

Doctors were able to set his arm back in the 
correct place meaning surgery was not 
required and he was able to return home. 
However it will still likely be several months 
before he can return to football. 

All at the club wish Harry the speediest 
recovery possible.. 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 
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PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 


