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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Womenõs Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 

GOOD AFTERNOON and 
welcome to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, for our last 
league fixture for this season. I would like to 
again welcome all that have travelled up 
from Shaftesbury, the coaches, players and 
supporters. I hope you enjoy your brief stay 
this afternoon and wish you a safe journey 
home. 

I missed the away fixture at Shaftesbury 
back in January, and was told we were 
fortunate to come away with a 2-1 win with 
a late strike coming from Maddy to secure 
the points. On reflection over the season we 
have looked nervous in too many games, 
and we may have put too much pressure on 
ourselves to try and bounce straight back up 
at the first attempt. 

This Eastern Division has been very 
competitive, with only Ridgeway who have 
struggled, and finished bottom with only one 
win for the season. Already looking into next 
season it will be interesting to see if 
Ridgeway are relegated, and how the 
divisions are set out next season, with 
teams like Corsham Town who are waiting a 
possible promotion from Wiltshire, alongside 
Cirencester from Gloucestershire and 
Frampton who will be relegated from the 
Premier Division. Yeovil Town still have a 
game to play but are uncatchable in the 
Somerset League, and Wimborne Town 
who have won the Dorset League leading to 
a potentially interesting AGM when the 
Northern and Eastern divisions are 
announced. 

Todayôs game has been moved over to the 
3G pitch, and there are two reasons for this 
game being moved. The three cup finals 
that are scheduled to be played on the 
stadium pitch over this weekend, and the 
menôs first team having a play off final 
against Cinderford Town this Tuesday 
evening. 

As this is our final game of the season, I will 
take this opportunity to thank the voluntary 
people behind the scenes, Pete Yeardley, 
Tony Gleed, Dave Thomas and Roger 
Williamson for cleaning changing rooms and 
washing kit. Thanks to Janice and Paul 
Jefferies who open the kiosk, and Rod 
Carter for sorting the match day hospitality 
and helping with goal nets. Thanks to Steve 
Green for his brilliant support both home 
and away and for providing the match day 
pictures that add to what is a very good 
standard of programme at this level, which 
is edited superbly by Mark Smedley. And 
finally thanks to Gareth Powell for being the 
ladies linesman all season both home and 
away, and to the coaching team of Adam, 
Sam, Rich and Euan and the players for 
their time and commitment this season.   

Hereôs hopeful of another win to add to the 
eleven for the season 

See you all in the bar after game. 

. Wɷoˍʦ 
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GOOD AFTERNOON and 
welcome to the Gerard Buxton for what will 
be the last game for the womenôs team of 
the season as we host Shaftesbury.  A warm 
welcome to Emma and the team today.  

I hope weôve managed to gauge a bit of a 
booster crowd for todayôs game, maybe 
even some who will have watched the SDFL 
final this morning. 

When I write these notes it always gives me 
a good chance to review the season so far 
or in this case the season as a whole. So 
here it goes as short as I cané. I think we 
are all slightly disappointed that we were 
unable to bring silverware back to Bassett 
this season and thus miss out on automatic 
promotion however in isolation I feel it has 
been a pretty good season, a season of 
transition and lessons as well as some really 
strong performances. On and off the field 
some great moments; Weymouth away was 
a personal favourite.  

I take a lot of personal responsibility in us 
not achieving our goals however we all join 
together in brushing ourselves down and 
prepare for next season after a well 
deserved break for all. 

The close season maybe a break for the 
players and coaches on the field however off 
the field the work continues. There will no 
doubt be more changes as with every 
season at this level and Iôm pleased to say 
that we had a very constructive meeting last 
week with valuable feedback for all taken on 
board and I have no doubt we can push for 
the next step next season. Unfortunately 
that means you all will likely be stuck with 
me for next season! 

Back to todayôs game, the reverse fixture 
was a tricky one, a late goal required to see 
us over the line however an encouraging 
performance in the mid (end) season 
friendly against Odd Down Bath showed 
what we are capable of doing with 
confidence on our side.  Our visitors have 
had a mixed end to the season with some 
strong wins however they will be looking to 

bounce back on their loss to Purton last 
week. 

Our aim today will be to put on a good 
performance for you all and hopefully wrap 
the season with three points. 

Before I wrap up, a massive good luck to 
Sam and the menôs team as they hunt 
promotion in the play off final against 
Cinderford on Tuesday night, it could be a 
historic night for the club and I believe 
tickets are on sale today too so get 
yourselves down here on Tuesday and 
cheer on the lads!  

My penultimate thought; I would like to 
personally say a huge thank you to all our 
fans, sponsors and club members for the 
amazing support you have given us this 
season mainly in the rain! Iôve always said 
without fans, no matter the level, football 
wouldnôt exist so thank you!  

Then finally a huge thank you to the players, 
my coaching staff (Sam, Rich, Euan) and of 
course the boss, Bryan, for putting up with 
me, my strange ways and allowing me the 
great opportunity to coach this team: hereôs 
to many more seasons (hopefully!) 

 

Enjoy the game! Up the Bass! 

Adˉʗ 

From The Dugout 

Adam Wood  
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Steve Greenõs Gallery 

Last Game v Ilminster Town  

Bassettôs two goal scorers against Ilminster Town, Libby Davies (above) who scored twice 

and Hannah Gulliver (below). 
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From The Dressing Room  

Skipper Laura Jefferies  

GOOD AFTERNOON and 
welcome back to the Sustain stadium for 
what is our final game of the league for the 
2023/24 season.  

Today we face a Shaftesbury side that we 
overcame with a 2-1 victory earlier in the 
season. We hope they have had a safe 
journey to reach us today, and we look 
forward to a competitive match.  

Reflecting on what has been a challenging 
and some what disappointing season we will 
be looking to go out on a high today. Back 
at the start of the season we envisioned 
gaining promotion back up to the league we 
had just been relegated from. Unfortunately, 
we fell just short of that and a win today 
would show just how close that ambition 
was, with us being two points off the league 
champions Poole Town.  

We next turned our focus to the divisional 
cup, beating fellow league competitors Bath 
City on penalties, setting up a tie in the 
quarter final against a familiar outfit in 
Ilminster Town. What promised to be a 
favourable tie following us coming out on 
top in two of our most recent meetings, we 
were hoping to repeat such outcome and 
progress to the semi final. The game 
produced a 7 goal thriller however we were 
on the end of a 4-3 defeat and hopes of any 
silverware were dashed.  

Although at times, results on the pitch have 
been some what disappointing there has 
been some positives to take out of the 
season, with numerous youngsters making 
their first team debuts, positive football on 
the pitch and a good FA cup run bringing in 
funds for the club.  

This season wouldnôt have been possible 
though without the time and dedication of 
the coaching team, individual player 
sponsors and team sponsors, home match 
day volunteers, our resident lino Gareth and 
club photographer Steve, and not forgetting 
those that have come out to support us 
week in and week out. So we extend a 

massive thank you to everyone for their 
support and look forward to welcoming you 
back next season.  

Although our season may be over today, the 
ladies will be turning their support to the 
men's first team in their all important 
promotion play-off final, good luck from us 
all!  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Lˉˤrʆ 
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Todayõs Opponents 

Shaftesbury This Season  
Comp Date Home Team Away Team 

FA Cup 10 September 2023 Shaftesbury Ladies 3 - 2 Havant & Waterlooville 

L 17 September 2023 Shaftesbury Ladies 4 - 0 Ridgeway Ladies 

L 24 September 2023 Stockwood Wanderers 1 - 0 Shaftesbury Ladies 

FA Cup 01 October 2023 Shaftesbury Ladies 1 - 1 (1-3 pens)Q K Southampton 

L 08 October 2023 Weymouth FC Women 1 - 2 Shaftesbury Ladies 

L 22 October 2023 Poole Town Ladies First 5 - 0 Shaftesbury Ladies 

L 29 October 2023 Shaftesbury Ladies 0 - 4 Purton FC Women 

L 12 November 2023 Frome Town Women FC First 3 - 2 Shaftesbury Ladies 

CC 26 November 2023 Merley Cobham Sports Yth 4 - 11 Shaftesbury Ladies 

L 03 December 2023 Shaftesbury Ladies 2 - 5 Stockwood Wanderers

L 17 December 2023 Shaftesbury Ladies 2 - 7 Weymouth FC Women 

L 07 January 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 0 - 0 Bath City FC Women 1st 

L 14 January 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 1 - 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 

CC 21 January 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 5 - 1 Dorchester Town Ladies First 

L 28 January 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 0 - 4 Poole Town Ladies First 

L 11 February 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 2 - 1 Frome Town Women FC First 

Cup 03 March 2024 Frome Town Women FC First 0 - 6 Shaftesbury Ladies 

L 10 March 2024 Bath City FC Women 1st 5 - 0 Shaftesbury Ladies 

CC 17 March 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 1 - 3 Poole Town Ladies First 

L Cup 24 March 2024 Shaftesbury Ladies 2 - 0 Downend Flyers Women First 

L Cup 07 April 2024 Saltash United Women 1st 3 - 2 Shaftesbury Ladies 

L 14 April 2024 Ridgeway Ladies 0 - 4 Shaftesbury Ladies 

L 21 April 2024 Purton FC Women 4 - 2 Shaftesbury Ladies 

Picture courtesy of  @connorstandfieldphotography  
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Todayõs Opponents 

Shaftesbury  

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Lucy Coleman 19 2

2  Rebecca Roberts 19 4

3  Poppy Chapman 18 2

4  Emma Stranger 18

5  Katie Evans 17 1

6  Paige Owen 17 1 1

7  Lily Greaves 15 2

8  Nicola Castle 14 12

9  Poppy Failes 14 1

10  Chelsie Johnson 14 1

11  Samantha Shingler 14 3

12  Anna Yesson 14 1

13  Elizabeth Bevis 13

14  Isabel Thurston 13

15  Melissa Colston 11

16  Charlie Benefer 10 2 1

17  Katie Baines 8 2

18  Ellie Cooper 7 1

19  Sophie Wilson 3

20  Alexandra Eastmond 2

21  Ellie Dalton 1

22  Madison Hilham 1

23  Frankie Lemen 1

Discipline Table

Shaftesbury  Season 2023-24
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Todayõs Opponents 

Shaftesbury Previous Meeting  

Sunday 14 January 2024 

Maddy on the Mark to Snatch 
Late Winner 
 

Shaftesbury 1 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 

Maddy Elliott scored a dramatic late winner 
to deliver a 2-1 victory for Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town over a resilient Shaftesbury 
side - and keep her side's South West 
Regional Women's Football League Division 
One Eastern title hopes alive. 

Bassett seemed on course for just a point 
against a Shaftesbury outfit who hassled 
their visitors all afternoon. And, with Poole 
Town beating Stockwood Wanderers in the 
first of their two meetings, such an outcome 
would have seen Adam Wood's side fall to 
eleven points back on their opponents - a 
deficit they wouldn't be able to overhaul with 
the three games in hand they possess. 

But with five minutes remaining Elliott was on 
hand to sweep home a rebound after home 
'keeper Emma Stranger could only parry 
Caily Morse's effort. 

That therefore transformed what had been a 
previously frustrating 85 minutes into a 
happy 90 minutes for the visitors. 

Last season's Dorset Women's League 
champions, Shaftesbury have found the 
going tough results-wise in their opening 
campaign at tier six. But they started the new 
year with a solid 0-0 draw at home against 
Bath City and continued their strong start to 
2024 against Bassett. 

And they led as early as the seventh minute, 
Chelsie Johnson driving through the Bassett 
defence before emphatically firing into the 
bottom corner of the net beyond a helpless 
Millie Powell. 

Bassett quickly responded and came close 
to an equaliser after Honor Fraser's 
dangerous cross led to a spell of head-pong 

in the box, with Natalie Goodright eventually 
striking the bar. 

But on the quarter hour mark Bassett had 
their breakthrough. Build up play involving 
Lucy Goodright and Hannah Gulliver 
eventually saw the ball worked to Emma 
Sykes and she produced a fine strike from 
25 yards out to get her side back on terms. 

Bassett were out of sorts though, 
encountering strong resistance from 
Shaftesbury which led to some sloppiness at 
the other end with one misplaced pass 
almost gifting the hosts a second. 

Eventually though Bassett were able to put 
Shaftesbury under some sustained pressure. 
But that failed to produce an equaliser. 

Erin Hemsley and Elliott both failed to locate 
the target before Gulliver struck straight at 
Stranger. 

A towering Laura Jefferies corner was 
seemingly pushed into her own net by 
Stranger but the ball was deemed not to 
have crossed the line. 

Great play from Hemsley then failed to find 
its reward as she was denied by Stranger. 

Bassett thus seemed on course for a draw. 
That was Jefferies played a one-two with 
Gulliver and delivered a superb cross to 
Morse. Morse's shot was rather tame but 
Stranger could only parry and Elliott was on 
hand to gladly stroke home. 

There was to be one late scare when Poppy 
Failes found herself one-on-one with Powell 
but, superbly, the Bassett 'keeper foiled her. 

That was the last chance of note and, 
despite not being near their best, Bassett 
had got the job done. 
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Shaftesbury Football Club was established 
in 1888 and the clubs first success was 
winning the league cup in 1900 and then in 
1905/06 along with the League Title. 

In 1908/09 season, Shaftesbury formed a 
reserve side and also a mid-week league 
side known as Shaftesbury Wednesday. 
In the early 1920ôs the first youth team was 
formed, called Shaftes-bury Athletic. 

Shaftesburyôs next success was in 1932/33 
season, winning the Dorset Senior League, 
the most successful period came in the 
1940/50ôs when Shaftesbury won 12 cup 
competitions in a 10 year period. 

Shaftesbury then moved the ground, known 
as Cockrams in 1974, even today still 
playing here, but in a slightly different 
location, due to the arrival of Tesco 
supermarket. 

Many more titles were won over the years 
with winning the League Cup in 1976, 
League Champions & Combination Cup in 
1988/89, Combination Cup winners in 
1994/95, League Winners 1996/97. 

In 2004/05 Shaftesbury entered the Wessex 
League and for the first time in 2005/06 
entered the FA vase & in 2006/07 the FA 

Cup. 

In 2011/12 Shaftesbury re-joined the Dorset 
Premier League, many changes happened 
on and off the pitch and the regrowth of the 
team showed as they started to shine year 
on year in the is League. 

2015/16 season saw Shaftesbury Football 
Club have a successful year for some time, 
under new management. The first team won 
the Dor-set Premier League meaning 
promotion into the Wessex League (Div1). 

2016/17 season was the first return to the 
Wessex League since 2004 and with a more 
than expected performance óthroughoutô the 
sea-son, a top three finish saw promotion to 
the Wessex Premier & Shaftesburyôs 
highest level of Football to come in 2017/18. 

2017/18 was a successful year for the club 
with retaining a position in the Wessex 
Premier League and also reaching the 
Dorset Senior Final, unfortunately with a 
loss to Wimborne Town. 

The final success of the year was to win the 
Salisbury Hospital Cup. 

Todayõs Opponents 

Shaftesbury FC History  

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Womenõs Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 
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Matt Bennett, Gio Wrona & Adam Corcoran 

Womenõs Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 


