
 

The Bassett Bulletin - Season 2023-24 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC v Westfields FC 

Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
Saturday 27 January  2024, K.O. 3:00PM      

Issue M20 £2.00   



н 

 



о 

 
Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 

GOOD AFTERNOON and  
welcome  to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this 
Uhlsport Hellenic League game against 
Westfields. A warm welcome to all our 
visitors who have made the journey from 
Herefordshire for the game, we hope you 
enjoy your short stay with us this afternoon 
on and wish you a safe return journey home. 

After the last two seasons which saw 
Westfields finish in seventh spot, they are 
having something of a disappointing season 
this time round and currently sit in 13th place 
in the table with nine wins from their opening 
26 league fixtures. They have drawn four and 
lost 13, including a narrow 2-1 reverse 
against ourselves back in November when a 
late winner from Griff secured the three 
points. The game will be long remembered in 
Bassett folklore as it was the day visited 
Westfield in my home town of Woking rather 
than the one in Herefordshire! 

With last weekôs game against Worcester 
City and with no midweek game that lads 
should come into the game today well rested, 
It feels a long time since we had such a 
break. As a result of that mini-break we 
effectively come into todayôs game on the 
back of another excellent midweek win 
against Tuffley Rovers, a Bailey Gallagher 
goal giving us a narrow 1-0 win to continue 
our excellent record here at the Sustain 
Stadium.  The win saw us move to within four 
points of Worcester City, although we have 
played three more games than them. We 
remain six points adrift of leaders Corsham 
but have a game in hand and they still have 
to visit the Gerard Buxton Ground where we 
will be looking to avenge the heavy defeat 
we suffered at Corsham back in September. 
Slimbridge are now the team just below us in 
the table and they did their goal difference 
some good with an impressive 6-0 win away 
at Longlevens, never an easy place to visit. 

The Development Team are back in action 
today after last Saturdayôs local derby with 
Shrivenham with their last outing being an 
emphatic win over Ludgershall Sports. Today 
they make the trip to last seasonôs 
champions Trowbridge Town looking to 
complete a league double after picking up a 
3-2 win in the home fixture.  

The only one of our adult sides to play last 
week were the Womenôs side who were in 
Wiltshire County Cup action against Swindon 
Town in a game that was switched to Green 
Lane at Devizes. Unfortunately the higher 
level Swindon side were too strong for our 
ladies and had a comfortable passage to the 
next round with a 6-0 win. Tomorrow the 
Women without a game, their next match 
being the following Sunday when they travel 
to Stockwood Wanderers. Stockwood sit just 
below us in the table and it  is another must 
win game if we are to have any chance of 
catching Poole at the top of the table. We did 
beat them in the FA Cup earlier in the 
season so we should go into the game in a 
confident mood.  

The U18ôs had a good 3-1 home win over 
Radstock Town last week in the Floodlight 
Division of the Corsham Print Wiltshire 
Senior League. On Thursday night they 
travelled to bottom of the table Melksham 
Town. Hopefully by the time you read these 
notes they have picked up another three 
points in their quest to challenge for honours. 
The top two Kintbury Rangers and Bristol 
Manor Farm looking clear favourites but they 
still have to play each other and will take 
points off each other so there could still be 
some honours come the end of the season. 

Enjoy the match and it will be great if we  are  
celebrating three vital points at 5PM this 
evening  to maintain our push for the play-
offs and keep us on the heels of Corsham 
Town and Worcester City. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish 

GOOD 
AFTERNOON. 
Itôs a pleasure to 
welcome our supporters 
along with the players, 

officials and supporters from Westfields FC 
to the Sustain Stadium today for this Hellenic 
Premier League fixture.     

January is a busy month for the First team.   
We have already had league wins at 
Hereford Lads Club and Worcester Raiders, 
a hard-fought home draw with Cinderford 
and last weekôs midweek home win against 
Tuffley.   Sandwiched in between these 
games was our narrow defeat to local 
neighbours Swindon Supermarine in the 
County Cup semi-final.  We should have 
played Worcester City in the big top of the 
table clash but a frozen pitch saw a rare 
postponement here at the Sustain Stadium.  
Todayôs game against Westfields finishes our 
league fixtures for the month before closing 
with a Floodlight Cup quarter final away to 
Roman Glass. 

Our form this month has been great and we 
go into todayôs fixture looking to consolidate 
our play-off position and complete a league 
double over our opponents having won 2-1 
back in November.   

Elsewhere around the club, the Development 
team started their 2024 fixtures with an 

emphatic 8-0 win against Ludgershall to 
avenge the defeat in the cup on penalties 
and the Women started with 2 wins.   Last 
Sunday they took a break from league action 
when they took on Swindon Town in the 
County Cup. Swindon are clear favourites for 
the cup and were too strong for us on the 
day running out 6-0 winners in the end. 

Finally, I want to again praise the group of 
volunteers that operate behind the scenes.   
Itôs easy to see what people do on match 
days but so much happens behind closed 
doors that is taken for granted.   I had a 
meeting with the Vice-Chairman, Pete 
Yeardley a week last Tuesday to discuss 
ground improvements and along come Rod 
Carter and his wife to sort nets and flags, 
Roger is busy in the laundry room sorting kit 
for the senior teams and along comes Tony 
Gleed, no doubt to fix or tidy something at 
the ground.   They and many others will all 
have been around many hours before kick-
off today ensuring everything that we take for 
granted on match days is attended to ï the 
club couldnôt operate without you ï THANK 
YOU. 

Thanks for your continued support ï I hope 
you enjoy the game. 

Up The Bass!!. 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Opponents History  

Westfields  
Westfields Football Club commenced the 
new 2023/24 again in the UHL Hellenic 
League, having played last season and 
finished seventh, despite great ambitions to 
finish in a promotion place.  

The early previous seasons in the Hellenic 
League were mainly claimed null and void 
due to the corona virus situation but in 
Westfields first season of Hellenic League, 
they were 13 points clear when it was 
curtailed due to corona virus when 
promotion to the Southern League looked 
on the cards. Last season was a slight 
disappointment did not only finish in 
seventh in the league table but also in the 
FA Cup and FA Vase performances were 
disappointing but in the Herefordshire 
County Cup, Westfields regained the trophy 
with a fine 3-1 win over Hereford Pegasus 
at Edgar Street.  

During the last 57 years, Westfields have 
enjoyed a meteoric rise throughout the 
West Midland League to the Midland 
Football League and along the way have 
finished runners-up twice in the Midland 
Football League and narrowly missed out 
on promotion to the Southern League South 
and West having finished runners-up to 
Gresley Rovers and Stratford Town in 
previous seasons. Westfields celebrated 
their 50th anniversary season in 2016/2017 

with an amazing giant killing run in the FA 
Cup, which saw them go through to the first 
round proper before losing to Curzon and 
Ashton, following a Match of the Day game 
at Allpay Park in the first round proper. This 
also featured Westfields appearance on 
Football Focus and prior to that Chief 
Executive Andy Morris had appeared live 
on the FA Cup draw as a studio panel guest 
in Manchester. Westfields have enjoyed 
tremendous support financial by being 
sponsored firstly by the ground sponsor 
Allpay Limited, who have for the first 15 
years were the shirt sponsors of the club. 
This has now been taken over by CJ 
Insurance, who have enjoyed fantastic 
support and coverage in the last 4 seasons 
during the period in the Hellenic Football 
League as Westfieldsô official club sponsor. 
In addition, Westfields are supported by 
Metclad of Nottingham, Support Air, Bloor 
Homes, Airband, along with support from 
life member Ron Marshall, who continues to 
support the club he has known since itôs in 
origination in 1966.  

Westfields are a club geared up to success 
with a very strong committee which has 
been well established over many years and 
with a ground with an e-certificate for higher 
graded football and a recent refurbished 
clubroom, bar, and dressing rooms.  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Westfields Pen Pics  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Westfields  

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Midland Alliance Pre 3rd 42 13 10 19 75 79 49 17 out of 22 Not known

2009/10 Midland Alliance 1QR 2nd 42 23 7 12 82 55 76 5 out of 22 Not known

2010/11 Midland Alliance Pre 3rd 44 24 13 7 102 54 85 6 out of 23 Not known

2011/12 Midland Alliance Ex Pr 1st 42 27 6 9 93 49 87 2 out of 22 Not known

2012/13 Midland Alliance 2QR 1st 42 28 6 8 103 52 90 2 out of 22 Not known

2013/14 Midland Alliance Ex Pr 4th 42 17 10 15 84 70 61 12 out of 22 Not known

2014/15 Midland Premier Prelim 3rd 42 19 10 13 78 66 67 8 out of 22 J. Cuss 18

2015/16 Midland Premier 1QR 1st 42 13 12 17 69 68 51 16 out of 22 J. Cuss 31

2016/17 Midland Premier 1st 3rd 42 20 10 12 98 75 70 5 out of 22 R. Greaves 28

2017/18 Midland Premier 2QR 4th 42 17 8 17 86 83 59 12 out of 22 M. Magee

2018/19 Midland Premier Ex Pr 3rd 38 17 12 9 73 48 63 4 out of 20 A. Thomas 16

2019/20 Hellenic Premier Pre 3rd 26 20 6 0 81 24 66 1* out of 19 A. Thomas & R. Greaves 26

2020/21 Hellenic Premier 1QR 4th 5 2 1 2 5 5 7 14* out of 18 R. Greaves 8

2021/22 Hellenic Premier Pre 2nd 38 19 9 10 67 49 66 7 out of 20 J. Hunt 23

2022/23 Hellenic Premier 38 18 10 10 67 42 64 7 out of 20 D. Stoneman 13

567 277 130 160 1,163 819   * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

48.9% 22.9% 28.2%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

254 132 52 70 539 359 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 52.0% 20.5% 27.6%

206 86 52 68 404 340 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 41.7% 25.2% 33.0%

107 59 26 22 220 120 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 55.1% 24.3% 20.6%Hellenic Premier

Midland Alliance

Midland Premier

Westfields Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio
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RWBTFC  

Wins 

4 
Westfields  

Wins 

1 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Westfields  

Season Date Comp

2019-20 3-Sep-19 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Westfields 6
Bassett Scorer: Presley

2019-20 4-Jan-20 League Westfields 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett Scorers: Francis 2

2021-22 2-Oct-21 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Westfields 3
Bassett Scorer: Griffin

2021-22 15-Jan-22 League Westfields 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1
Bassett Scorer: Mills

2022-23 29-Oct-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Westfields 1
Bassett Scorer: Jones

2022-23 14-Jan-23 League Westfields 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1
Bassett Scorer: Bennett

2023-24 25-Nov-23 League Westfields 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett Scorer: Ouldridge, Griffin

Match Details

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Miller, Dodson, Beeden, Robinson, Davidson, Gallagher, Selman, Griffin, 

Mills, Wrona. Subs: Skinner, McIntosh, Bennett

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Davidson, Miller, Corcoran, Wrona, Packer, Gallagher, Bampton, 

Ockwell, Ouldridge, Mills. Subs: Taylor, Morris, O.Lewis

Bassett Team: Lehmann, Gwavava, Wrona, Richards, Cole, Davoille, Langford, Turk, Presley, 

Corcoran, Parsons. Subs: Bradbury, Talmash, Wright

Bassett Team: Bulman, Bradbury, Evans, Wrona, Miller, Robinson, Presley, Golding, Francis, 

Warre, Ford. Sub: Collier

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Beeden, Robinson, McCrae, Bennett, 

Jones,Griffin, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Chilcott 

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Robinson, Presley, Ouldridge, 

Gallagher, Bennett, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Wrona, Griffin, H.Walters, Jones

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, H.Walters, Presley, F. Walters, Ouldridge, 

Griffin, Taylor, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Timbrell
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Last Meeting  

v Westfields  

Saturday 25 November 2023 

Griffin snatches dramatic late 
win after bizarre turn of events 
Westfields 1 

Royal W. Bassett Town 2 
 

Entering his 350th game with Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town as either a player or manager, 
Sam Collier probably thought he had seen it all 
during his time with the club. 

But football has the habit of throwing up 
something new - and that was the case for 
Bassett's long journey to face Westfields. 

Allpay Park is never the easiest ground to get 
anything from - even with Westfields 
underachieving this year compared to the 
previous three seasons. And the Bassett boss 
was forced to travel with a somewhat depleted 
squad given injuries and unavailability. 

Collier's task was made even harder though by 
the fact defender Luke Softley travelled to the 
wrong ground. Rather than Westfields in 
Hereford, the Hungerford Town loanee - who 
lives in Worcester - went to Westfield (note the 
lack of an s), based in Woking in Surrey. 

That meant a late reshuffle with assistant 
manager Alan Griffin thrust into the starting 
line up. 

It certainly wasn't the ideal way to start the 
afternoon. But it ultimately proved to be a 
blessing in disguise as Griffin played a key 
role, including scoring the last minute winner 
that took Bassett to a vital 2-1 Hellenic League 
Premier Division victory. 

The result was made all the better too by the 
fact that Bassett wound up being just one of 
three teams in the top ten - alongside Pershore 
Town and Roman Glass St George - not to 
drop points this weekend. 

Victory was certainly earned the hard way - in 
more ways than one. 

Cursing his luck already, Collier's afternoon 
quickly got more stressful when Westfields 
earned a 9th minute penalty as Griffin was 

harshly adjudged to have felled Oli Barnes. 
Barnes took the spot kick and placed the ball 
just out of reach of Rob Brown and into the 
bottom right corner. 

Bassett got back on level terms just before the 
half hour mark. Griffin rose highest in the box 
to meet a corner, with his header crashing off 
the bar and falling to Tommy Ouldridge who 
scrambled home the equaliser. 

Westfields were having the better of things 
though and had excellent chances to go back 
in front before the interval as Bradlee Phillips, 
Jac Evans and Luke Firkin all came close. 

The hosts continued to be the more creative of 
the teams after the restart but were unable to 
make their territorial advantage pay off. 

Bassett therefore seemed as though they were 
going to just about hold on for a draw - that 
was until the last minute of the game when 
Griffin clinched all three points. 

The visitors earned a free kick in the left 
corner, which Jack Hobson-McVeigh whipped 
in and, with a glancing header, Griffin stooped 
low to guide the ball into the bottom right 
corner. 

What a way to end an afternoon whose turn of 
events you couldn't script. 
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Action from the away game against Westfields back in November  

(pictures courtesy of Steve Green) 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Westfields Season 2023 -24 
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