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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 
GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League game against title favourites 
Worcester City. A warm welcome to all our 
visitors who have made the journey from 
Worcester for the game, we hope you enjoy 
your short stay with us this evening on what 
is your first visit to our club and wish you a 
safe return journey home. 

We understand that Worcester will have a 
large contingent of fans here this evening 
and we could well register our biggest gate of 
the season here this evening, beating the 
figure of 256 we had for the Corsham Town 
game. 

When the two sides met back in November 
Worcester were comfortable 4-0 winners but 
our record here at the Sustain Stadium is a 
good one this season and hopefully we can 
get something out of the game here this 
evening. No doubt the locals at Corsham will 
be hoping we can do them a favour. 

Worcester have already played an incredible 
52 games this season and are still involved 
in both the FA Vase and the Marsh 
Challenge Cup  having already lifted the 
Hellenic Floodlit Cup. They still have a 
minimum of 11 games still to play but that will 
rise to 13 if they make the final of the two cup 
competitions. What is more fascinating is that 
they have used just 28 players in those 52 
games to date, illustrating that they have a 
settled and loyal squad. 

It is safe to say that for most of the last 120 
years Worcester City have been playing their 
football in a different ñuniverseò to ourselves. 
Whilst we were playing in Division 2 of what 
is now the Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior 
League in the early 1980ôs, Worcester City 
were playing in the Alliance Premier League 
(what is now the National League) the top 
tier of Non-League football. The history 
pages for our opponents here this evening 
make fascinating reading. Todayôs 
opponents are a club that have done some 
major giant killings in the FA Cup and have 
beaten the likes of Liverpool, Millwall, 

Plymouth Argyle and Coventry City over the 
years.  

Whilst they have fallen on tough times since 
that early 1980ôs period they have the look 
and feel of a club that is on their way back up 
the football pyramid having moved back 
home into Worcester and are most peopleôs 
favourites to lift the Uhlsport Hellenic League 
title this season.  

We come into todayôs game on the back of 
big win against former bogey side 
Brimscombe & Thrupp. We played well and 
never looked in danger of not winning but I 
have to say that is probably the worst 
Brimscombe side we have played in many a 
season. 

The Development Team completed a 
quickfire double over near neighbours Calne 
Town Res with a 2-0 away win, matching the 
score they achieved in the home fixture a 
fortnight ago. The Development Team 
remain in fourth spot but have played more 
games than everyone except Shrewton 
United. That said hopefully they can still 
achieve a top half finish come the end of the 
season.  

The Womenôs side were without a fixture this 
weekend but now know they will play 
Ilminster Town in the next round of the 
league cup, with the game set for Sunday 6th 
April. The final league game against 
Shaftesbury has now been pushed back until 
the end of the season. 

The U18ôs finished their season on Friday 
night with a 3-2 win over Wims 11 to sit top 
of the table. However, whilst we have 
finished Bristol Manor Farm still have half 
their games still to play and Bassett are likely 
to be overhauled by both Bristol Manor Farm 
and Kintbury Rangers but should achieve a 
third place finish. 

Enjoy the match and it will be great if we  are  
celebrating three vital points at 10PM this 
evening  to maintain our push for the play-
offs.  

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish 

GOOD 
EVENING. Itôs a 
pleasure to welcome our 
supporters along with the 
players, officials and 

supporters from Worcester City FC to the 
Sustain Stadium today for our final regular 
season home Hellenic Premier League 
fixture.   This is likely to be our toughest test 
of the season against the likely champions 
who have just lifted the Floodlight Cup and 
are still involved in other competitions 
including an FA Vase semi-final against 
Great Wakering.    

Our position is simple, we need to continue 
picking up points to maintain our position in 
the play-offs and hope the chasing pack of 
Highworth, Cinderford, Slimbridge and 
Roman Glass drop points along the way.    
Last weekôs 4-0 triumph over Brimscombe 
ensures that Fairford can no longer overhaul 
our points tally. 

As this is likely to be the last programme of 
the season, I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce you to the supporting 
cast that support Sam, Griff, John and the 
team behind the scenes on match day.   All 
of the following (in no particular order of 
importance) are volunteers and give their 
time week in, week out, many, not just on 
match days: 

IAN ï club Secretary who will be doing all the 
post-match paperwork; PC ï match day 
secretary; PETE ï Vice Chairman, trouble 
shooter for anything in stadium, would be 
chef (if it has chilli in it, blame Pete); ERK ï 
chef and responsible for some of the best 
food in the league; ROGER ï kit man and 
been at the club forever; PD ï Head of 
Senior section, keeps Sam in check, knows 
how the Veo works, kitchen and kiosk aide; 
MARK SMEDLEY ï President and 
responsible for our award winning 
programmes; SCOOP ï not seen too much 
this season due to parental commitments, 
produces all match reports and social media 
posts; ROD ï hospitality king, always there 
at the end of the game tidying stadium and 

sorting nets; GORDY ï always there after the 
final whistle helping tidy and sort nets; 
WOODY ï Head of Womenôs Section, 
another one who doesnôt disappear at the 
end of the game, tidying, helping with laundry 
and cleaning changing rooms; SAM WOOD 
ï like her dad, does not disappear at the end 
of the game; TONY ï helps around stadium 
and has fished more balls out of the lake 
than anyone; STEVE GREEN ï club 
photographer, doesnôt miss a game; SIMON 
& MAISIE GREEN ï there with a friendly 
welcome at the turnstile; JACKIE ï 50/50 
draw collector; MIKE ï Club Treasurer, loves 
to see a big attendance and keeps the kiosk 
stocked up; KARA ï club therapist, 
invaluable and essential, proved her worth 
when Harry was injured; SIMON JONES ï 
Head of Youth section and another turnstile 
greeter; NICK ï helps Sam with setting up 
warm up & keeping dug-out tidy; NICK W ï 
Karaôs stand in and another who can operate 
Veo; LUCIA ï the smiling face in the kiosk; 
CARLOS ï our youngest helper, stadium 
announcer and head of the ultras; MARI -
Head of Shenanigans, organises mascots, 
TikTok queen and kiosk help. 

The brief descriptions barely touch the 
surface of what they contribute, without them 
(and all clubs need volunteers like ours), we 
could not operate.   I am sure you would all 
like to join me in thanking them for their 
invaluable contribution. 

A big thank you also to tonightôs match 
sponsors RW Bathrooms. Finally, thank you 
all for your continued support, it is greatly 
appreciated.   We look forward to seeing you 
at our remining fixtures and hopefully in the 
play-offs. 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 
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Opponents History  

Worcester City  
Worcester City Football Club was formed on 9th 
September 1902 when another Worcester-
based club, Berwick Rangers, went into 
liquidation. The Birmingham League agreed to 
let City take over Rangers' fixtures, and the 
Club moved to St. George's Lane in 1905.  

City's first honour was the Worcestershire 
Senior Cup, which was won for six successive 
seasons between 1908 and 1914, and in the 
final season before World War 1 a Birmingham 
League and Senior Cup double was achieved. 
There was little success in the early post-war 
years, but eventually City began to attract some 
quality players and surprised everybody by 
winning a second Birmingham League title in 
1924/25.  

For 1928/29 City appointed a full-time player-
manager, Frank Womack. City clinched the title 
with ten wins out of their last eleven matches, 
but Womack then stunned City by accepting an 
offer to manage Torquay United. He was 
succeeded by Joe Smith, an ex-England and 
West Bromwich Albion full-back. 1929/30 
season saw the title won again, City scoring an 
incredible 153 goals in 34 games. At home they 
won all their matches, mostly by cricket scores, 
with a six, five sevens, an eight, two nines, a 
twelve and a (then) club record 13 against 
Stourbridge, with Billy Boswell getting six, a 
club record he still shares.  

During the 1930ôs the Birmingham League was 
considerably weakened as teams left and in 
1938 City joined the Southern League, winning 
the Southern League Cup in 1940 ï it was 
wartime and City were able to field several 
Football League professionals as guest players!  

Although crowds flocked to the Lane when 
football returned after the war, there was little 
success until 1957/58, when under player-
manager Roy Paul, City took Aldershot to a 
second replay in the F.A. Cup First Round, 
going out at St. Andrews, Birmingham in front of 
a crowd of 22,926 - a record for a City game. 
The following year, City achieved a famous Cup 
result which is still talked about today. They first 
beat Millwall and then Liverpool - at the time 
playing in Division 2 - at the Lane before losing 
to Sheffield United in front of a record home 
crowd of 17,042 in Round 4.  

City nearly went out of business in the early 
sixties, but supporters rallied to keep the Club 

afloat and were rewarded with some big name 
signings. Players such as Peter McParland, 
Norman Deeley, Eddie Stuart , Ivor Allchurch 
and Gerry Hitchens all appeared in the blue and 
white shirt but it was not until the appointment 
of Nobby Clark as manager in December 1974 
that the glory days truly returned. 

The Southern League Division 1 North was won 
in 1976/77, with City gaining 69 points from a 
possible 76 and losing only one League match - 
the final one! 

Two years later, the Southern League Premier 
Division title was won for the first time. The 
season would be memorable for many reasons. 
In the FA and Welsh Cups, there were 
outstanding home wins over Plymouth and 
Cardiff and a draw at Newport County. City 
seemed destined for a tie at home to West Ham 
United in Round 3 of the FA Cup until a last 
minute own-goal allowed Newport to level the 
replay at 1-1. The visitors went through after 
extra time in front of a crowd of 10,223 ï the 
last-ever five figure attendance at the Lane. 

A 5-3 victory at Kettering Town in the league at 
the start of November stands out as one of the 
best City matches of all time. 

Cityôs biggest home crowd in the Southern 
League since 1966 - 7,386 ï turned up for the 
penultimate home game against Kettering, our 
only rivals for the Premier Division title. Barry 
Williams struck two memorable goals in a 3-0 
victory. The championship was ours, the 
citizens of Worcester celebrated and for a short 
while City were regarded by many as the best 
non-league club in the country. 

In 1979, City joined the newly-formed Alliance 
Premier League (Now the Football 
Conference), and finished third in its inaugural 
season. There were further F.A. Cup successes 
at home to Wrexham and Aldershot, but Clark 
was dismissed as manager in 1984, and City 
were relegated back to the Southern League 
twelve months later. 

In 2001 former City star John Barton steered 
his team to success in the Dr Martens Southern 
League Cup, and during his five and a half year 
reign as manager two City players ï Adam 
Wilde and goalkeeper Danny McDonnell ï were 
capped by England at semi-professional level. 
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In 2004 City became founder members of the 
Conference North but in January 2005, Barton 
resigned and another former City player, Andy 
Preece, took over. His greatest success came 
in 2005/06, when City reached the second 
round of the F.A. Cup, losing 1-0 to 
Huddersfield Town at the Lane in a game 
televised live on the BBC. To compound Cityôs 
misery, Huddersfield were drawn away to 
Chelsea in the next round. 

In October 2007, Preece was replaced by 
Richard Dryden, assisted by City legend Carl 
Heeley. City switched to the Blue Square South 
for the 2008/09 season, with Carl taking over as 
manager at the start of 2010. City reverted to 
the Blue Square Bet North after narrowly 
avoiding relegation in 2009/10 and last season 
finished in 16th place. 

The 2012 / 13 was the final season at St 
Georges Lane & the match v Chester FC on 
Saturday 27th April 2013 was the last ever 
game at The Lane, the attendance of 4,027 was 
the highest in the Blue Square North for the 
whole season. 

Worcester City FC ground shared at 
Aggborough, the home of Kidderminster 
Harriers FC for three Seasons whilst The 
Supporters Trust (backed by Supporters Direct) 
worked tirelessly to enable a return to 
Worcester.  

The 2014/15 Season proved to be one of the 
most memorable in our History, winning against 
a Football League Club away from home for the 
first time, when on Saturday 9th November 
2014 two goals from Sean Geddes saw a 
memorable 1-2 win at The Ricoh Arena v 
Coventry City in the 1st Round of the FA Cup, 
backed by over 3,200 travelling supporters in a 
crowd of 8,439.  

During the Cup run a moment of football genius 
brought world wide attention to the Club when 
Sean Geddes scored a remarkable "Rabona" 
goal which was seen millions of times on 
various platforms. The goal was awarded 
Runner-Up by Sky Sports viewers Goal of the 
Year for 2014 (behind Aaron Ramsey of 
Arsenal but ahead of Wayne Rooney of 
Manchester United) and was also awarded Non 
League Goal of The Season by the Non League 
Paper.  

The Second Round of the FA Cup saw another 
memorable performance in front of 2,300 
travelling fans, ending in a 1-1 draw away at 
Scunthorpe United thanks to a Daniel Nti goal, 
earning a replay at Aggborough in front of the 
live cameras, a worldwide TV audience & a 
home crowd of 4,339. The replay ended 1-1 

after extra time and it took an FA Cup record 
breaking shoot out for Scunthorpe to eventually 
go through 14-13.  

The following season City again reached the 
First Round Proper of the Emirates FA Cup 
before finally bowing out 3-0 away at Sheffield 
United in front of a crowd of 11,108 followed by 
an impressive 2,300 City fans.  

With the Trust continuing its efforts to bring the 
Club back to the City, Fans took to a protest at 
the game v FC United of Manchester which saw 
a crowd of 2,139 at Aggborough to help 
highlight the Clubs plight.  

Our three Season stay at Aggborough came to 
an end as the Club continued its exile, moving 
to Bromsgrove Sporting. On the Pitch, we were 
relegated from the Vanarama Conference North 
but the Club dropped down three Leagues as 
the Board opted to resign from the League. 

Planning Permission for a ground at Perdiswell 
which was originally refused was overturned but 
Worcester City Council made it clear they would 
never support Perdiswell. 

In August 2018 Steve Goode became 
Chairman of the Club with WCFC Supporters 
Trust members joining him which led to a vote 
in February 2019 to pathe the way to allow 
Community Ownership of the Club. This was 
ratified by Shareholders in March 2019 and the 
Supporters Trust became majority shareholders 
making Worcester City FC a Supporter Owned 
Club. 

The 2019/20 Season saw City (under manager 
Ashley Vincent) narrowly miss out on a place in 
the Quarter Finals of the FA Vase before the 
season was cut short by the COVID 19 virus. 

After months of negotiations the City Council 
finally supported the Club returning to the City 
and to Claines Lane in Worcester. On Thursday 
6th August 2020, the club were finally in a 
position to announce the signing of a long term 
lease with the WFA to enable their return to 
Worcester starting from the 2020/21 season - In 
January 2021 Tim Harris was appointed as 
Team Manager following the departure of 
Ashley Vincent. 

On 16th June 2021 a new club badge was 
launched in recognition of the fact that 
Worcester City FC have represented Worcester 
in the arena of sport since 1902. Season 2021-
22 was to prove to be a good one for Worcester 
City as they finished in fourth place in the 
Midland League. The following season they 
were unable to repeat that success and finished 
a lowly 17th before being transferred that 
summer to the Hellenic League for 2023-24. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester City Pen Pics  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester City  

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Liam Lockett 51 35 4

2  Adam Mace 46 4 11 1 2

3  Logan Stoddart 45 1 5

4  Kirk Layton 42 4 6 1

5  Kyle Belmonte 42 32 12 1

6  Elliott Keightley 41 1 1

7  Haydn Whitcombe 41 2

8  Jamie Insall 39 22 1

9  Calvin Dinsley 38 2 11 1

10  Dylan Hart 37 20 6

11  Cameron Monteith 37 2 2

12  Elliott Hartley 36 15 2

13  Izak Reid 36 7 4 1

14  Connor Gater 32 1 4

15  Lorcan Sheehan 21 2 2

16  Jordan Lymn 19 3 1

17  Kyonn Evans 18 1 1

18  Robert Thompson-Brown 17 2 1 1

19  James Batchelor 13 1

20  Taylor Townsend 10 1

21  Reece Day 8 1 1

22  Zaqib Hussain 8 2 1

23  Chris Knight 8 1

24  Reiss Taylor Randle 7

25  Joe Stockton 6

26  Isaac Parry 5

27  Bradley Birch 1

28  Dwayne Samuels 1

Discipline Table

Worcester City Season 2023-24
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester City  

FAC FAV** Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Conference South 2QR 3QR 42 12 11 19 38 53 47 16 out of 22 Marco Adaggio 14

2009/10 Conference South 3QR 3RD 42 10 10 22 48 60 40 20 out of 22 Marco Adaggio 9

2010/11 Conference North 3QR 2ND 40 12 10 18 49 55 46 16 out of 21 Nicky Glover 18

2011/12 Conference North 2QR 3QR 42 18 11 13 63 58 65 7 out of 22 Michael Symons 18

2012/13 Conference North 4QR 3QR 42 14 8 20 57 62 50 15 out of 22 Michael Symons 13

2013/14 Conference North 4QR 2ND 42 13 11 18 40 53 50 15 out of 22 Dan Nti 15

2014/15 Conference North 2ND 1ST 42 16 12 14 54 54 60 9 out of 22 Sean Geddes 17

2015/16 National League North 1ST 1ST 42 12 12 18 55 61 48 17 out of 22 Lee Hughes 18

2016/17 National League North 3QR 1ST 42 7 14 21 44 63 35 20 out of 22 Lee Hughes 13

2017/18 Midland League Prem Prelim 2ND 42 24 11 7 94 41 83 4 out of 22 David Reynolds 30

2018/19 Midland League Prem EPr 2ND 38 14 10 14 66 61 52 11 out of 20 Jordan Harrison 16

2019/20 Midland League Prem Prelim 5TH 26 10 6 10 52 41 36 12* out of 20 Sean Brain 18

2020/21 Midland League Prem 1QR 2ND 12 2 4 6 14 21 10 14* out of 19 Sean Brain 6

2021/22 Midland League Prem EPr 2ND 36 20 5 11 70 37 65 4 out of 19 Bailey Fuller 14

2022/23 Midland League Prem EPr 1ST 38 9 5 24 35 69 32 17 out of 20 Reiss Taylor Randle & Kyon Evans 5

568 193 140 235 779 789
 * At time Covid-19 brought season to a premature end

34.0% 24.6% 41.4%

** FA Trophy until Season 2017-18

84 22 21 41 86 113 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 26.2% 25.0% 48.8%

292 92 78 122 362 406 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 31.5% 26.7% 41.8%

192 79 41 72 331 270 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 41.1% 21.4% 37.5%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Midland League Prem Div

Conference/National League North

Conference League South

Worcester City Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons 
Season League & Division Position

Totals
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RWBTFC Wins 

1 
Worcester City 

Wins 

0 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Worcester City  

Season Date Comp

2023-24 18-Nov-23 League Worcester City 4 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorers: N/A

Match Details

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, McBeam, Softley, Packer, Ouldridge, 

Chilcott, Gallagher, Timbrell. Sub: H. Walters
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Last Meeting  

v Worcester City  

Saturday 18 November 2023 

City Class Too Much For 
Bassett 

 
Worcester City 4 

Royal W. Bassett Town 0 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town's six game 
winning streak was brought to an emphatic 
end with a 4-0 defeat away against 
Worcester City. 

Played in front of a bumper crowd of 825, 
City gave Sam Collier's third place side a 
demonstration of why they are clear title 
favourites - and how much further ahead 
they are of the rest of the pack. 

To give credit to Bassett, the visitors held 
their own during the opening quarter of the 
match. However, that was the only spell in 
the game where they came close to 
matching their hosts. Bassett fell behind in 
that period too, conceding a ninth minute 
opener as Liam Lockett cut inside before 
firing low past Rob Brown. 

It was then 2-0 midway through the half 
when a rebound fell in the box for Lockett, 
who created space to shoot and made no 
mistake. 

While Bailey Gallagher soon forced an 
acrobatic save from Worcester 'keeper 
Haydn Whitcombe, the hosts were now in 
control. And Lockett came close to a first 
half hat trick when he saw a shot cleared off 
the line after set up play from Dylan Hart. 

The second half was then a one-sided affair 
- and the home side extended their lead to 3
-0 before the hour mark when Kyle 
Belmonte's fizzing shot from the edge of the 
area just had the beating of Brown. 

The Bassett 'keeper did well to deny Hart 
from a tight angle shortly after. Lockett then 
had a pair of chances to complete his hat 

trick but twice was unable to locate the 
target, first heading wide before shooting 
wide from beyond the area. 

His team's fourth eventually arrived though - 
and it came in some style as Belmonte beat 
Brown with an audacious strike from near 
halfway. 

The visitors got through to the end with no 
further salt being rubbed into their wounds, 
though Collier and his team were well 
beaten. 

There is certainly no harm in falling to defeat 
against Worcester - so far this season just 
two teams, Tuffley Rovers and Westfields, 
have avoided that fate in the league. And 
with a handful key players missing and two 
debutants - Luke Softley and Dan McBeam - 
in the mix, it was never going to be the 
easiest of days. 

 

All Match Day pictures are courtesy of 
Steve Green 
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Action from the away game against Worcester City back in November  

(pictures courtesy of Steve Green) 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester City Season 2023 -24 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 


