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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  
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Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 
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Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 
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Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 
GOOD AFTERNOON, 
HAPPY NEW YEAR and  welcome  
to the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League game against Cinderford 
Town for what is the first league meeting 
between the sides at our home venue. A warm 
welcome to all our visitors who have made the 
journey from Gloucestershire for the game, we 
hope you enjoy your short stay with us this 
afternoon. 

Cinderford currently sit in 10th place in the 
table but have games in hand over all the 
teams above them in the table, including 
ourselves. The two teams have met on just the 
one occasion previously, that meeting coming 
in the FA Cup when Cinderford were in the 
Southern League in Season 2020-21. That 
day it finished all square at 2-2 meaning 
penalties were needed to settle matters and 
we came out on top that day. Hopefully we can 
secure another victory here this afternoon to 
maintain our push for the play-offs but it will be 
another tough game in what is turning out to 
be a very competitive Premier Division this 
season. 

Since the last programme notes there are four 
games to report back on in what has been a 
very successful festive period with three 
impressive away wins, the only minor blip on 
our festive round of matches being the home 
defeat to local rivals Highworth Town. The visit 
to Longlevens just before Christmas saw us 
return with all three points courtesy of a 2-0 
win. We then had that game with Highworth 
the day after Boxing Day which attracted our 
biggest gate of the season so far, although the 
upcoming games against Worcester City and 
Corsham Town are both likely to see larger 
crowds. Highworth were deserved 3-1 winners 
on the night when it really didnôt happen for us. 
Those sort of games occur every now and 
then and it is how you respond to such a 
defeat that is important. In the case of Sam 
and the lads that response has been superb, 
two away trips to Hereford either side of New 
Year and retuning with six points in the bag to 
consolidate our third placed position in the 
table. Roman Glass could have dislodged us 
from that third spot in midweek but they fell to 
a 4-2 defeat against the new league leaders 

Worcester City. With players returning from 
suspension and with a couple of new signings 
we look set for a good final third of the season. 

The Development Team have had just the one 
game before Christmas to report back on and 
that was an impressive 4-4 draw against title 
chasing Kintbury Rangers. A report on that 
game and all the four first team fixtures is 
included in this afternoonôs programme.  

It is with great sadness that I have to report 
that the county of Wiltshire has lost one of its 
greatest football ambassadors with the sad 
passing of Dennis Kilford on New Yearôs Eve 
after a short illness.  Dennis had been with the 
Wiltshire Senior League since its inception in 
1976, becoming Vice Chairman in 1983 before 
being elected as Chairman in 1991.  He 
became President in 2006 before standing 
down in 2016.  Prior to his roles on the Senior 
League, Dennis played for the very successful 
Swindon Victoria side before becoming a 
referee. He was a great sounding board to me 
personally when I joined the league committee 
and he took an avid interest in compiling the 
history section of the League website. I was 
honoured when Dennis entrusted me with 
reporter Harry Beattieôs old league handbooks 
dating back to just after the Second World 
War, in which Harry had recorded most results 
across the county, not only in the old Wiltshire 
League but also the various cup competitions 
across the county covering all the leagues. 
Dennisô experience, knowledge and advice will 
be sorely missed by the football community in 
Wiltshire and our thoughts are with his family 
and friends at this sad time. 

January is certainly set to be a busy month 
with even first team fixtures, including a 
Wiltshire Premier Shield tie against Swindon 
Supermarine on Tuesday night. There is a 
preview of that game in todayôs programme. 

Enjoy the match and hopefully we will be 
celebrating three vital points to maintain our 
push for the play-offs and to keep us in touch 
with the top two in the table. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

ITS GOOD 
AFTERNOON, 
& HAPPY NEW 

YEAR.   Itôs a pleasure to welcome our 
supporters along with the players, officials 
and supporters from Cinderford Town FC to 
the Sustain Stadium today for this Hellenic 
Premier League fixture. 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas 
and New Year break and are looking 
forward to another year of football here at 
the Sustain Stadium.    Hopefully 2024 will 
see us continue the good form of last year 
and see us push for a play-off spot come the 
end of the season. 

Results over the festive season were very 
good, with convincing wins on the road 
against Longlevens (2-0), Hereford Pegasus 
(3-2) and Hereford Lads Club (4-1), the two 
Hereford fixtures coming either side of New 
Yearôs Eve.  The only blip in performance 
came against neighbours Highworth Town 
where we were below par and ended up 
losing 3-1. 

January is going to be a busy month with 
games at home against Cinderford, Tuffley, 
Worcester City and Westfields as well as a 
visit to Worcester Raiders and cup games 
on the road to Swindon Supermarine and 
Roman Glass.   Iôm sure we will have a 

better picture of where we are at the end of 
the month. 

Sam was certainly kept busy recently, not 
just pitch-side but also ensuring we were 
able to bring in players to cover suspensions 
and inevitable unavailability over the holiday 
period.  Our core squad is small and 
budgets mean we canôt just wave money in 
front of players like some clubs in this 
league, so to be in the position we are and 
be able to attract players that we have says 
a great deal for Samôs, and I am sure Griffôs, 
powers of persuasion. 

One thing I am sure of as I write these notes 
is that the game will be on despite all the 
recent bad weather.   Iôm sure Cinderford 
will be grateful given the number of games 
they have had postponed this season.   
Hopefully with better weather forecast, 
teams will be able to catch up on their 
fixtures and meet the crazy deadline for 
completion of the season! 

Sorry for the somewhat short article ï 
hopefully back to full length for the next 
programme 

Thank you all for your continued support, it 
is greatly appreciated. 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Opponents History  

Cinderford Town  
Cinderford Town was formed in 1922 and 
played in the Glos Northern Senior League 
until 1939.  In that year they joined the newly 
formed Bristol Charity League, but this folded 
two weeks later at the outbreak of World War 
Two. They then joined the Western League 
Division 2, and in 1957 won the title.  During 
the two seasons they spent in the top flight, 
they set a ground attendance record, when a 
home game with Minehead saw 4,850 people 
in attendance. Sadly, participation at this 
level put severe financial pressure on the 
Club, who were then forced to withdraw and 
return to the Glos Northern Senior League. 

Three years later, the Club made the unusual 
decision to join the Warwickshire 
Combination, and won a League and Cup 
double in 1964, which saw them step up to 
the West Midlands (Regional) League. A very 
strong league at the time, with member clubs 
such as Kidderminster Harriers, Boston 
United, Tamworth and Hednesford.  1968-69 
season was their last at this level, but they 
bowed out as Joint League Cup winners with 
Kidderminster. Both Clubs shared the Trophy 
for 6 months. 

Cinderford returned to play in the newly 
formed Gloucestershire County League for 
the 1969-70 season and stayed for the next 5 
years, finishing as runners-up on 3 
occasions.  They again sought a higher 
standard of football, and were accepted into 
the Midland Combination.  Town played in 
this League for the next 10 seasons, 
achieving a best finish of 4th and also 
winning the League Cup, before being forced 
to return to the Glos County League following 
financial problems relating to the Social Club.  
A new Committee stabilised the Club, so 
much so that floodlights were purchased 
outright, and  in the 1990-91 season, the 
Club gained admission to the Hellenic 
League, initially in Division 1, where they won 
the title at the first attempt.  Four years later, 
the Club claimed an historic first by winning 
the Premier Division title, the League Cup 
and the Hellenic Floodlight Cup, and stepped 
up to the Southern League, where they 
remain today with 28 years unbroken 
membership.  The 1995-96 season saw 

Cinderford embark on an incredible F A Cup 
run, beating 2 Conference Clubs to reach the 
Second Round Proper, holding Gravesend & 
Northfleet to a 1-1 home draw before losing 3
-0 in the replay in Kent. The winners were 
drawn with Aston Villa in the Third Round. 

In the 2015-16 season, Cinderford were 
Champions of Southern League Div 1, South 
& West, but initially rejected promotion when 
undisclosed debts were discovered.  
However they accepted promotion following a 
series of appeals which affected the 
constitution of the League going into the new 
season.  The Club were duly relegated in 
their first season in the Premier Division, 
returning to play in the Southern League First 
Division again. 

Under the then leadership of Manager Paul 
Michael, the Club went from strength to 
strength, with a League Cup Final 
appearance, losing to a single goal at 
Premier Division side Stratford Town, and 
reaching a League play-off final, losing away 
at Yate Town, who persuaded Paul to join 
them for their promotion to the Premier 
Division. 

Former Bishops Cleeve Manager Steve Cleal 
was appointed to replace Paul Michael but 
after an unsuccessful spell, he was 
succeeded as Manager by Alex Sykes, the 
former Gloucester City and Forest Green 
player, who was also unable to improve 
matters on the pitch. 

After an incredible 28 consecutive seasons 
as members of the Southern League, the 
Club were relegated at the end of the 2022-
2023 season, to rejoin the Hellenic League 
Premier Division. 

Alex Sykes left the Club by mutual consent, 
and has been replaced by former Merthyr 
Town player and former Manager at Welsh 
Club Aberbargoed, Matt Driscoll, who has 
had the unenviable task of rebuilding the 
entire squad.  Hopes are high for a 
successful return to the Hellenic League, and 
eventual return back to the Southern League. 

. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town  

FAC FAT** Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 15 11 16 71 75 56 11 out of 22

2009/10 Southern 1SW Prelim 1QR 42 13 8 21 66 78 47 16 out of 22

2010/11 Southern 1SW 3QR 2QR 40 16 8 16 63 61 56 12 out of 21

2011/12 Southern 1SW 2QR Prelim 40 17 8 15 49 39 59 10 out of 21

2012/13 Southern 1SW 1QR 1QR 42 17 8 17 61 66 59 10 out of 22

2013/14 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 13 10 19 69 79 49 15 out of 22

2014/15 Southern 1SW Prelim Prelim 42 19 10 13 79 48 67 9 out of 22

2015/16 Southern 1SW 1QR Prelim 42 29 9 4 80 29 96 1 out of 22

2016/17 Southern Premier 1QR 1QR 46 8 3 35 49 106 27 24 out of 24

2017/18 Southern 1W 3QR Prelim 42 14 12 16 81 71 54 13 out of 22

2018/19 Southern 1S 2QR 1QR 38 21 8 9 64 39 71 5 out of 20

2019/20 Southern 1S 2QR 3QR 26 13 4 9 59 45 43 8* out of 20

2020/21 Southern 1S 1QR 3QR 7 2 1 4 10 21 7 14* out of 20

2021/22 Southern 1S Prelim 1st 36 8 7 21 54 83 31 17 out of 19

2022/23 Southern 1S 1QR 1QR 38 8 10 20 47 85 34 19 out of 20

565 213 117 235 902 925 * Position at time season curtailed due to Covid-19

37.7% 20.7% 41.6% ** FA Trophy rather than FA Vase for all seasons

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

46 8 3 35 49 106 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 17.4% 6.5% 76.1%

332 139 72 121 538 475 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 41.9% 21.7% 36.4%

42 14 12 16 81 71 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 33.3% 28.6% 38.1%

145 52 30 63 234 273 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 35.9% 20.7% 43.4%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Southern League Premier Division

Southern League Div 1 South

Cinderford Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Southern League Div 1 West

Southern League Div 1 South West

As ever with teams who played in 

the Southern League this 

information is not readily 

available.



у 

 

Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Season 23 -24 
FOUNDED  

1922 

GROUND  
The Causeway Ground, 

Edge Hills Road, 

Cinderford,  GL14 2QH  
  

MAJOR 

HONOURS  
Southern League Div 1 SW 

Winners 2015 -16 

Western League Div 2 

Winners 1956 -57 

Hellenic Premier 

Champions 1994 -95 

Hellenic Challenge Cup 

Winners 2011 -12 

Hellenic Premier Division 

Cup Winners 1994 -95 

Hellenic League Floodlit 

Cup Winners 1994 -95 

Hellenic League Div 1 

Winners 1990 -91 

Warwickshire Comb. W Div 

Winners 1964 -65 

Warwickshire Comb. Cup 

Winners 1964 -65 

West Midlands League Cup 

Winners 1968 -69 

Midland Comb. Cup 

Winners 1982 -83 

Glos Northern Senior 

League Winners 1938 -39, 

1960-61 

Gloucestershire Senior 

Cup Winners 2000 -01 

CHAIRMAN  
Nick Simonds  

CLUB 

SECRETARY  
Rob Maskell 

MANAGER  
Matt Driscoll  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Season 2023 -24 

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Daniel Barnard 25 3 3

2  James Smallcombe 22

3  Charlie Davies 21 8 4

4  Craig Norman 21 7 8 1 1 1

5  Kian Skidmore 21 2

6  Ben Vine 20 6 2 2

7  Ethan Hayes 19 4 3

8  Joshua Jones 19 2 1

9  Daniel Brain 17 3

10  Finley Jones 17 7

11  Lewis Powell 14 15 1 1

12  Luke Firkin 13 4 1

13  Ollie Mason 12

14  Kerry Morgan 11 2 1

15  Adam Davies 10 3

16  Harry Knight 8 1

17  Kallum Thomas 8

18  Jack Fox 7 5 2

19  Declan Grant 7 1

20  William Morford 6 1

21  Kyle Gibbs 5 1

22  Drew Heffernan 5 1

23  Matthew Lee 5

24  Andy Lewis 5

25  Dale Evans 4

26  Lewis Lloyd 4 1

27  Benjamin Watkins 4 1

28  Ismail Yakubu 4

29  Archie Burford 3

30  Kieren James 3 1 1 1

31  Ben Scotford 3 1 1

32  Tyrone Tucker-Dixon 3

33  Daryl Addis 2

34  William Cape O'Reilly 2

35  Cristiano Ascencao 1

36  Harrison Cadd 1

37  Jordan Chappelle 1 1

38  Daniel Dima 1

39  Marshall Hopkins 1 1

40  Charlie Taylor 1

41  Finley Thomson 1

42  Liam Wilkins 1

Discipline Table

Cinderford Town Statistics Season 2023-24
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RWBTFC Wins 

0 
 

Cinderford Wins 

0 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Cinderford Town  

There is just the one previous meeting between the two sides which came in the FA Cup First 

Qualifying Round back in Season 2020-21 and it saw Royal Wootton Bassett Town secure a 

win on penalties after it had finished 2-2 at the end of normal time. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Management Pics  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Player Pics  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Cinderford Town Player Pics  



мп 

 

Last Meeting  

v Cinderford Town  

Tuesday 22 September 2020 

Comeback kings spot on for 
another Cup-set 
Cinderford Town 2 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2  
(Won 6-5 on pens) 
 

Not content with just one shock Emirates FA 
Cup victory this season, Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town produced another upset as they 
defeated Cinderford Town on penalties after a 
stirring comeback against the Southern 
League Division One South side. 

Despite another excellent performance in 
which they took the game to their higher-level 
opponents, Sam Collier's side found 
themselves 2-0 down after 50 minutes and 
staring at a First Qualifying Round exit. 

But Bassett summoned everything they had in 
reserve to claw their way back into the tie. 
Goals from TJ Bohane and, in the last minute, 
youngster Jack Baker ultimately restored 
parity. And that forced penalties where a half 
dozen perfect spot kicks and a Harrison Ellis 
save earned a 6-5 sudden death triumph. 

As with the win over Didcot Town in the 
previous round, the outcome was more than 
fair. Neither victory was of the smash and grab 
or fortuitous variety. And Collier's troops now 
find themselves in the hat for the FA Cup 
Second Qualifying Round - a feat matching 
Bassett's best ever run in this famous 
competition, achieved in 2012-13 when the 
late Dave Turner, a close friend of the current 
Bassett boss, was in charge. 

How Bassett have got there has been 
thoroughly impressive. 

Playing in familiar surroundings, Cinderford 
enjoyed the better of the immediate opening 
exchanges, with Zak Drew creating a pair of 
good openings, one of which forced a decent 
save from Ellis. 

However, when Cinderford took the lead 
midway through the first half, Rhys Davies 
steering in after a low cross from the right into 

the box, they did so somewhat against the run 
of play. 

The home side were instead happy just to sit 
back and try and hit Bassett on the break. And 
the visitors were arguably the better team, 
though lacked a quality ball in the final third ©úñ 
something which wasn't helped by the 
enforced withdrawal through injury of the 
returning Brad Pagliaroli seven minutes before 
the interval. 

Even though they went into the break a goal 
down, there was certainly plenty for Bassett to 
be optimistic about from their first half display. 

But that seemed to wither away when an 
unfortunate defensive error from Kyle Lapham 
allowed Kieran Alder to grab Cinderford's 
second four minutes after the restart. 

Minutes later, Drew then went close to a third 
as he was denied by Ellis after good set up 
play from goalscorer Davies. 

Bassett began to chip away at their opponents 
though, and their confidence was restored 
when Gio Wrona whipped in a corner and TJ 
Bohane's bullet header guided the ball home 
to halve the deficit. 

Thereafter, Bassett were on top, with the 
decision to throw caution to the wind by 
introducing forwards Jack Baker and Mark 
Francis to the game paying dividends. 

Cinderford were on the ropes and eventually 
Bassett's pressure proved too much as Baker 
equalised with a low drive in the final minute of 
normal time. 

That meant penalties and, like in the Extra 
Preliminary Round against Chipping Sodbury 
Town, Bassett went first. 

The shootout started with eleven converted 
penalties Bohane, Alex Dinsmore, Chris 
Taylor, Sam Ockwell, Gio Wrona and Francis 
finding the net for Bassett. 

The task then fell to Rhys Davies to prolong 
the drama further. But he was thwarted by an 
ice cool save from Ellis to keep the underdogs 
marching on. 
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Match Report  

Hereford Pegasus (A)  

Saturday 30 December 2023 

 

Twice Peg-ged back, Bassett 
eventually bounce back 
 

Hereford Pegasus 2 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town  3 
 

The first of Royal Wootton Bassett Town's 
two visits to Hereford in three days saw 
Sam Collier's side claim an entertaining 3-2 
victory away against fellow Hellenic League 
Premier Division playoff hopefuls Pegasus. 

A back and forth opening period saw 
Bassett twice take the lead only for the 
hosts to claw themselves back on level 
terms. 

The teams then appeared set to share the 
spoils in the second half. However there 
was to be late drama when leading scorer 
Alfie Presley popped up with what proved to 
be the match winner ten minutes from time 
as Bassett bounced back from their 
disappointing midweek derby defeat against 
Highworth Town at the earliest opportunity. 

Raring to get back to winning ways, Sam 
Collier's side got off to a flying start courtesy 
of young star Jowan Partridge, who 
charging forward from full back, scored an 
outstanding solo goal with the game just 
two minutes old. 

Bassett's lead lasted no more than a dozen 
minutes though as Jordan Williamson 
equalised with a strike from just beyond the 
area. 

Quickly though the visitors went ahead 
again when Sam Packer headed in at the 
far post. 

Following such a lively start the game 
eventually settled down - and it seemed as 
though Bassett would go into the break with 
their noses in front. 

But Williamson earned Pegasus a free kick 
twenty yards from goal and after dusting 
himself down, he curled a sweet low effort 
past the wall and into the bottom right 
corner past an outstretched Rob Brown to 
once again level things up. 

The second half would then only produce 
one goal. And it fell to Presley whose eighth 
of the season - coming with too little time for 
Pegasus to muster a third equaliser - 
brought Bassett an important three points. 

They will now be aiming for the same 
outcome again when they return to 
Hereford in less than 48 hours, this time to 
face Hereford Lads Club. 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 
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Player sponsorship for Season 2023-24 costs Ã50. To 

secure your player contact Chairman Paul Gerrish. 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 



мф 

 

Match Report  

Longlevens (A)  
Saturday 23 December 2023 

 

Early present as super Bassett 
see off Levens 
 

Longlevens 0  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town  2 
 

It's set to be a very happy Christmas for 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town after an 
excellent display sealed a fine 2-0 win away 
at Longlevens. 

Further strengthening their grip on a 
Hellenic League Premier Division playoff 
place on a weekend when five of the 
league's top ten teams fell to defeat, goals 
from Alfie Presley and Jack Hobson-
McVeigh earned Bassett their latest victory. 

Longlevens may have started the afternoon 
in 15th. But after the Gloucester side 
pushed Bassett all the way in their FA Vase 
second round clash in mid-November, Sam 
Collier and his team knew their visit to Saw 
Mills End would be a tricky assignment. 

Bassett were more than up for the test 
though as they took home three more 
important points. 

It certainly helped that Bassett went in front 
early on. With just four minutes on the clock 
Presley raced onto a ball over the top that 
the home defence failed to deal with and 
made no mistake. 

That would be the only goal of the half, 
though both teams demonstrated the threat 
they posed going forward throughout the 
period. 

Longlevens' first chance came just after the 
quarter hour mark when Alan Griffin could 
only head Shiyak Sutherland's cross as far 
as Nathan Payne, who could only fire over. 

It was end-to-end stuff as Jowan Partridge 
rattled the post with a shot from range 
before the hosts had a shout for a penalty 
turned away after debutant 'keeper Sam 
Jepson was deemed to have got a hand to 

the ball as Sutherland sought to round him. 

Corsham's number one last season, Jepson 
showed his worth by denying Luke 
Kavanagh and Jack Beardsell as Bassett 
held onto their advantage going into the 
break. 

He saved his best save of the afternoon for 
shortly after the hour mark though when a 
Beardsell cross-cum-shot caught the 
'keeper slightly off guard, but he did well to 
adjust and acrobatically tip the ball behind 
via the crossbar. 

Bassett were next to find the woodwork as 
Presley's long range effort had Mateusz 
Wieczorek beaten only to shake the post. 

But soon enough the visitors were 2-0 
ahead. After Bassett earned a free kick on 
the left edge of the box, man of the match 
Hobson-McVeigh stepped up to take it and 
whipped a stunning effort into the top right 
corner. 

That goal settled any potential nerves 
entering the final stages - with the game 
extended as a result of an injury to the 
assistant referee. 

Longlevens had an effort cleared off the line 
late on, but they were unable to muster any 
serious reply as Bassett notched another 
win. 

With the sides around them faltering, 
Bassett keep grinding out result after result 
after result. Their relentless run continues 
with three more big games over the festive 
period - including contests against fellow 
playoff contenders Highworth Town and 
Hereford Pegasus. 

Maintain their fine run of form and record 
positive results in those fixtures and Bassett 
will enter the new year firmly in charge of 
their destiny. That in itself is a somewhat 
strange thing to write conaidering only once 
(last season) have Bassett recorded a top 
half finish in the Hellenic Premier Division. 

Such is the strength of this squad though 
that Bassett can perhaps start to dream big. 
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Match Report  

Highworth Town (H)  

Wednesday 27 December 2023 

 

Derby disappointment as 
Bassett are well beaten 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 

Highworth Town 3 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town's unbeaten 
home league record fell by the wayside as 
Highworth Town came from behind to 
record an emphatic 3-1 derby triumph at the 
Sustain Stadium. 

With Bassett claiming ten points from the 
last twelve available to them and Highworth 
winning just one of their last five league 
games, Sam Collier's side - having played a 
game more - had opened up a healthy eight 
point gap over the Worthians heading into 
the fixture. 

But that deficit was cut back as the visitors 
earned a season double while extending 
their league unbeaten run over Bassett to 
eight matches. 

In truth it was a deserved triumph too, with 
Highworth by far the more creative and 
dangerous of the two sides throughout the 
match. 

They had threatened early on when Sam 
Jepson did well to deny Dan Grieve as the 
forward shot on the turn. 

Yet, despite the visitors being on top, 
Bassett found themselves ahead midway 
through the half courtesy of another 
stunning free kick from Jack Hobson-
McVeigh. 

Just four days after fizzing home a free kick 
against Longlevens, the New Zealander did 
it again as his 25 yard effort, assisted by the 
wind, flew past the wall and into the bottom 
right corner following a foul by former 
Bassett man Matt Cheetham. 

That lead didn't last long though and 
Highworth were on terms ten minutes 
before the interval. Bassett failed to clear 
from a corner and, after a scramble, the ball 
broke to Grieve, who fired low into the 
bottom right corner from the edge of the 
box. 

Forced to defend against the strong wind in 
the second half, Bassett then found 
themselves under significant Highworth 
pressure. 

Having gone close from a corner shortly 
after the restart, it would be Cheetham who 
put his side ahead with a well-taken finish 
from a dangerous Rhys Wells set piece 
delivery on 65 minutes. 

Wells then turned from provider to scorer to 
put Highworth firmly in control seven 
minutes later, producing an assured finish 
after collecting substitute Tom Wynn-
Davies' cross-field pass and cutting inside. 

Bassett's miserable league record against 
their rivals therefore continued. More 
importantly though in the context of this 
season, Collier and his team missed out on 
an opportunity to gain further ground on a 
rival playoff contender. 

Pictures from game against Highworth 
Town courtesy of Steve Green. 
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