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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 
GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard Buxton 
Sports Ground for this Uhlsport Hellenic 
League game against our near neighbours 
Highworth Town. A warm welcome to all our 
visitors who have made the short journey from 
the other side of Swindon, we hope you enjoy 
your short stay with us this evening. 

As is often the case in these local derby 
games against Highworth Town there are a 
number of players who will be in our 
opponents line up this evening who have 
played for Royal Wootton Bassett Town. In this 
case there is also a returning former manager. 
A special welcome back to the Sustain 
Stadium, assuming they are involved tonight, 
to manager Paul Braithwaite, Steve Robertson, 
Dan Comer, Matt Cheetham, Zac Skinner, 
Luke Whelan, Michael Miller and Rhys Wells.  

The two sides have met once already this 
season, the game at Highworth taking place on 
August Bank Holiday weekend with Highworth 
edging a close game by a solitary Josh Davis 
goal. We will be keen to avenge that defeat 
and maintain our unbeaten record here at the 
Sustain Stadium this season. It is going to be 
tough though as Highworth, like ourselves, are 
going well at the top end of the table following 
last seasonôs relegation from the Southern 
League. They have much the better record 
against us with 37 wins to our 24 in 
competitive games where the results are 
known , including the very first competitive 
fixture between the sides on 26th November 
1898, a game Highworth won 2-0. Details of all 
known results over the years are included in 
tonightôs programme. 

These programme notes are having to be 
prepared ahead of last Saturdayôs game 
against Longlevens and hopefully by the time 
you read these notes we have three more 
points on the board. One of the downsides of 
playing these games over the festive period is 
that programmes have to be prepared earlier 
to meet print deadlines and apologies for the 
statistics not being up to date in this 
programme. After tonightôs game we have 
back-to-back trips to Hereford either side of the 
New Year which will be very tough on the 
players and their families at this time of year.  

Luckily the Dev Team do not have a game 
over this period so hopefully Sam will be able 
to travel to these games with a full complement 
of players. I know Sam expressed his 
frustrations to Your Sport Swindon with the 
scheduling and we do seem to have got the 
rough end of the stick with having to make 
back-to-back trips for one of our most difficult 
journeys.  

Last Saturday saw us maintain our unbeaten 
home record with a comfortable 4-2 win over 
Lydney Town on a day when our opponents 
announced the devastating news that one of 
their players, Lucas Vaughan, had been 
involved in that accident in Wales that saw 
three boys tragically lose their lives. The 
thoughts of all at Royal Wootton Bassett Town 
are with Lucasô family and the Lydney club at 
this difficult time as  he fights for his life in 
hospital.  

The Development team returned to winning 
ways last Saturday with a hard fought victory 
over Salisbury FC Development in a game  
which nearly did not take place as Salisbury 
were struggling to raise a side on Friday 
afternoon. Thankfully they were able to get 
sufficient players and travelled with a couple of 
substitutes as well. Kintbury Rangers were 
lined up to take their place if Salisbury called 
off but in the end that was not necessary and 
the Kintbury game should now have taken 
place last Saturday. Hopefully by the time you 
read these notes Simmoôs side have taken 
points off one of the title chasing sides who are 
managed by one of our former players, Danny 
Langford. 

The Womenôs side rounded off 2023 with a big 
8-0 win in the Womenôs County Cup against 
Westbury United to line up a quarter final tie 
against Swindon Town next month.  

As this is the last game of 2023 I would like to 
wish everyone best wishes for a happy and 
prosperous new year in 2024.  

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating local bragging rights in this local 
derby to keep us in touch with the top two in 
the table. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

GOOD 
EVENING, Itôs a 
pleasure to welcome our 

supporters along with the players, officials 
and supporters from Highworth Town FC to 
the Sustain Stadium this evening for our last 
home Hellenic Premier League fixture of 
2023.     

Hopefully we will be able to maintain our 
impressive home performances in the last 
game of the year, a calendar year that has 
seen just four home defeats; two league 
fixtures last season against Longlevens and 
Brimscombe plus recent cup defeats against 
Roman Glass and Bridgewater Town.    Sam 
and Griff are certainly making the Sustain a 
difficult place for opposition teams to come. 

I am sure tonightôs game will be keenly 
contested with both teams looking to secure 
their places in the end of season play-off 
positions.   Prior to Saturdayôs games, we 
held a three-point lead over our opposition 
having played a game more, so a win 
tonight would be invaluable to both teams.    
I am sure there will be plenty of changes in 
position between now and the end of the 
season with just four points separating 
teams in 5th and 10th. 

Obviously, tonightôs visitors are no strangers 
to the Sustain and we will be delighted to 
welcome back fan favourites, Cheets, Dan 

Comer, Mike Miller, Luke Whelan and of 
course Robbo.   It also sees the return of 
former manager Paul Braithwaite who I am 
sure will be looking to do the double over his 
former team following their ósomewhat 
fortunateô win earlier in the season.   Finally, 
I know everyone in the stands will be looking 
forward to catching up again with Bert, a firm 
favourite amongst the Bassett fans. 

Following tonightôs fixture, we have back-to-
back journeys to Hereford, first to Pegasus 
on 30th followed by Lads Club on New 
Yearôs Day.    The commitment the players, 
officials and supporters have to make is 
incredible ï 4 games in 10 days over the 
festive period is surely too much to expect at 
this level. 

A big thanks to everyone who took part in 
the draw at the Lydney game last week or 
ópay what you wantô for the last womenôs 
fixture.   We raised Ã200 for Shelter. 

Thank you from all of us here at RWBTFC 
for your support in 2023.   Enjoy your Newô 
Year celebrations (I am sure the players will 
be tucked up in bed well before Big Ben 
strikes!!!) and we look forward to seeing you 
again in 2024 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Opponents History  

Highworth Town  

Highworth Town Football Club was formed in 
1893. We joined the Cirencester & District 
league, and it took us some time to record 
our first honours, until 1909-10 in fact, when 
we won both the Swindon Junior cup and the 
local advertiser cup, a cup we captured 
again in 1912-13.  

After winning the Cirencester & District 
league division two championship in 1931-
32, we moved to the Swindon & District 
league, where we completed the third 
division championship and Swindon junior 
cup double in 1933-34.  

The 1950s saw us make a dramatic rise 
through the local football ranks. We won the 
Swindon & District league third division title 
again in 1954-55 and then the division two 
title the following season. One more season 
was needed to clinch the division one title 
and also the wilts junior cup. We then went 
on to win the premier division title in 1957-
58, along with the Faringdon Thursday 
memorial cup and the following season we 
were the premier division champions again, 
also winning the advertiser cup.  

We continued to dominate the Swindon & 
District premier division in the 1960s, 
winning four successive titles from 1960-61 
and another hat-trick from 1965-66 to 1967-
68, making seven titles in eight seasons. We 
reached the final of the wilts senior cup for 
the first time in 1962- 63 and won it the 
following season.  

There was a switch to the Wiltôs combination 
league, where we finished as runners-up in 
division two in 1970-71. 1972-73 saw 
another Wilts senior cup victory and all this 
success prompted us to join the Hellenic 
league. We achieved our first honours in 
1988-89, winning the first division challenge 
cup and reached the final of the wilts senior 
cup yet again.  

We finally achieved premier division status in 
1993-94 gaining promotion after finishing 
third in division one. Since then we have 

been winners of the wilts senior cup in 1995-
96, 1997-98, 2008-09 and again in 2014-15, 
winners of the Hellenic challenge cup in 
2011-12, winners of the Hellenic 
supplementary cup in 1998-99 and runners 
up in 2003-04, runners-up in the premier 
division in 1999-00 and winners of the 
premiership title in 2004-05. 

In more recent history, which reached the 
semi-final of the FA vase in 2014-15 where 
we were knocked out by eventual winners 
North Shields in a closely fought two-legged 
tie. This season also saw us pick up the 
Wilts Senior Cup. 

 In the 2016-17 and 2017-18 seasons we 
were runners-up in the Wilts Senior Cup to 
Swindon Supermarine and Chippenham 
Town respectively, both of which played at 
higher levels than us. 

Also in the 2017-18 season we saw 
promotion to the southern league division 1 
south as we finished as the best third placed 
team across the whole country. This means 
we are now playing the highest level of 
football the club has seen. 

The 2022-23 season saw us move laterally 
into the southern league division 1 central 
due to the re-shuffling of the league. 

After a difficult season with the 
circumstances dealt to us, such as the extra 
travelling time/distance, we finished 17th as 
we just werenôt good enough. 17th was a 
relegation play-off spot which meant we had 
to play against a team that finished 2nd at 
step 5. Our opponent was Malvern Town 
who trounced us 4-1.  

This means we are back in the Hellenic 
League for the 2023-24 campaign with a 
management change. Paul Braithwaite and 
his backroom staff replace the outgoing 
Gareth Davies and his backroom team. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Highworth Town  

FAC FAV** Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Hellenic Prem Div EP 2QR 42 24 5 13 88 60 77 6 out of 22 T. Dingle 19

2009/10 Hellenic Prem Div 1QR 2QR 42 22 5 15 93 56 71 9 out of 22 B. Fitzgerald 18

2010/11 Hellenic Prem Div 1QR 1QR 42 28 4 10 108 52 88 4 out of 22 T.J. Bohane 43

2011/12 Hellenic Prem Div EP 2ND 40 23 5 12 79 46 71 6 out of 21 J. Parsons 24

2012/13 Hellenic Prem Div 1QR 1QR 36 9 8 19 53 75 35 16 out of 19 B. Clarke 14

2013/14 Hellenic Prem Div EP 1QR 38 18 7 13 74 60 61 7 out of 20 T.J. Bohane 40

2014/15 Hellenic Prem Div PRE SF 38 20 7 11 79 46 67 7 out of 20 T.J. Bohane 41

2015/16 Hellenic Prem Div PRE 3RD 38 19 5 14 85 49 62 7 out of 20 T.J. Bohane 25

2016/17 Hellenic Prem Div 2QR 2ND 34 19 4 11 87 59 61 6 out of 18 A. Corrick 38

2017/18 Hellenic Prem Div PRE 1ST 38 28 4 6 113 50 88 3 out of 20 C. Parsons 32

2018/19 Southern Div 1S EP EP 38 13 9 16 63 71 47 14 out of 20 Not known

2019/20 Southern Div 1S 2QR PRE 28 8 8 12 36 41 32 13* out of 20 Not known

2020/21 Southern Div 1S 1QR 3QR 8 4 1 3 11 14 13 8* out of 20 A. Edenborough 3

2021/22 Southern Div 1S 1QR 2QR 36 12 6 18 41 59 42 10 out of 19 A. Edenborough 11

2022/23 Southern Div 1C EP 1QR 36 6 10 20 51 93 28 17 out of 10 Not known

534 253 88 193 1,061 831 * Position at time season curtailed due to Covid-19

47.4% 16.5% 36.1% ** FA Trophy from 2018-19 to 2022-23

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

388 210 54 124 859 553 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 54.1% 13.9% 32.0%

36 6 10 20 51 93 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 16.7% 27.8% 55.6%

110 37 24 49 151 185 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 33.6% 21.8% 44.5%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Hellenic League Premier Division

Southern League Div 1 South

Highworth Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Southern League Div 1 Central
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Todayõs Opponents  

Highworth Town Season 23 -24 
FOUNDED  

1893 

GROUND  

Save on Tyres Stadium,  

The Elms, Highworth, 

SN6 7DD  
  

MAJOR 

HONOURS  

Hellenic Premier 

Champions 2004 -05 

Hellenic Challenge Cup 

Winners 2011 -12 

Hellenic Supplementary 

Cup Winners 1998 -99 

Hellenic Division 1 Cup 

Winners 1988 -89 

Wiltshire Senior Cup 

Winners 1963 -64, 1972-73, 

1995-96, 1997 -98, 2009-09, 

2014-15 

Swindon & District 

League Premier Division 

Champions 1957 -58,  

1958-59, 1960 -61, 1962-63, 

1963-64, 1965 -66, 1966-67, 

1967-68 

Wiltshire Junior Cup 

Winners 1956 -57 

Advertiser Cup Winners 

1909-10, 1912 -13, 1958-59, 

1959-60, 1967 -68 

 

CHAIRMAN  

Rohan Haines  

CLUB 

SECRETARY  

Fraser Haines  

MANAGER  

Paul Braithwaite  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Highworth Town Season 2023 -24 

Excludes game on 23rd Dec Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Joshua Davis 27 14

2  Connor Johns 27

3  Michael Miller 26 3 2

4  Matthew Cheetham 25 6 1

5  Stephen Robertson 25 7 1

6  Connor Mattimore 24 4 2

7  Daniel Comer 23 1 3 1

8  Tom Griffiths 23 2 5

9  Liam Haines 23 1

10  Luke Whelan 22 5 1

11  Sol Pryce 20 5 3

12  Rhys Wells 20 6 1

13  Riegan Cook 14 3 1

14  Matthew Grabe 13 1

15  Robert Dean 8 2 1

16  Xavi diaz 8 3

17  Ryan Morgan 8

18  Joseph Thomas 8

19  Zak Robinson 7

20  Daniel Grieve 6 1 1

21  Oliver Rejek 5

22  Sean Wood 4

23  Riley Bailey 2

24  Riley Corcoran 2

25  Ashleigh Edenborough 2 2

26  Joshua Harkness 2

27  Reece Pithers 2

28  Tom Wynn-Davis 2

29  Philip Amoni 1

30  Harry Bunce 1

31  Oliver Gargett 1 1

32  Thomas Hills 1 1

33  Ethan Joffredo 1

34  Oliver Matthews 1

35  Jacob Newdick 1

36  Zane Pinnock 1

37  Tom Portloch 1

38  Zac Skinner 1

39  Kieran Wetherell 1

40  Jordan Wilkins 1

Discipline Table

Highworth Town Statistics Season 2023-24
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RWBTFC Wins 

37 
 

Highworth Wins 

8 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Highworth Town  

Previous Meetings 
Season Date W/D/L Competition Bassett Scorers

1897.98 25-Dec-97 Friendly Wootton Bassett Town Highworth Town Result & scorers not known

1897.98 8-Jan-98 Won Friendly Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 2 Not known

1898.99 26-Nov-98 Lost VWH Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0

1898.99 25-Feb-99 Lost VWH Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 2 Dibby

1899.00 21-Oct-99 Drew S&D FL Wootton Bassett Town 6 Highworth Town 6 C Leighfield 4, 'Slogger', Page

1899.00 30-Dec-99 Lost S&D FL Highworth Town 5 Wootton Bassett Town 0

1924.25 S&D FL Div 2a Wootton Bassett Town Highworth Town Result & scorers not known

1924.25 S&D FL Div 2a Highworth Town Wootton Bassett Town Result & scorers not known

1964.65 26-Sep-64 Won FAAmC Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 8 Challis 4, Harkness 2, Stevens 2

1970.71 19-Sep-70 Lost Wilts Comb Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Ewan

1970.71 17-Apr-71 Lost Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 4 Ewan

1971.72 26-Feb-72 Lost Wilts Comb Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Powell

1971.72 Lost Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 3 Scorers unknown

1972.73 3-Mar-73 Lost Wilts Comb Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 0

1972.73 14-Apr-73 Drew Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 0

1973.74 27-Oct-73 Lost Wilts Comb Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Anderson

1973.74 23-Mar-74 Won Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 0 Glasscoo, Selkeld

1974.75 28-Sep-74 Won Wilts Comb Highworth Town 0 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Cook

1974.75 11-Jan-75 Won Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 4 Highworth Town 0 Lehane, Keep, Parsons, Reid

1975.76 15-Nov-75 Won Wilts Comb Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 1 Dixon 3

1975.76 3-Apr-76 Won Wilts Comb Highworth Town 0 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Goodwin, N.May

1976.77 26-Feb-77 Lost Wilts Co Div 1 Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0

1976.77 14-Apr-77 Won Wilts Co Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 0 Scorer unknown

1977.78 30-Aug-77 Drew Wilts Co Div 1 Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Scorers unknown

1977.78 5-Nov-77 Lost Wilts Co Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 4 Ladd, Thomas

1981.82 10-Oct-81 Drew Wilts Co Div 2 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 3 Smith 2, Chambers

1981.82 14-Apr-82 Lost Wilts Co Div 2 Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Scorer unknown

1982.83 23-Oct-82 Drew Wilts Co Div 2 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 2 Scorers unknown

1982.83 15-Jan-83 Lost Wilts Co Div 2 Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0

Result
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1988.89 26-Dec-88 Lost Hell Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 1

1988.89 25-Mar-89 Lost Hell Div 1 Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Frost

1989.90 30-Dec-89 Won Hell Div 1 Highworth Town 0 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Frost, York

1989.90 25-Apr-90 Lost Hell Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 3 York 2

1990.91 15-Dec-90 Won Hell Div 1 Cup Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 1 Wright, York, Small

1990.91 24-Apr-91 Lost Hell Div 1 Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Not known

1990.91 1-May-91 Won Hell Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 0 Not known

1991.92 2-Nov-91 Won Hell Div 1 Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 4 Vincent 2, Burke, Fletcher

1991.92 11-Jan-92 Won Hell Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 0 Fry, Thomas, Regan

1992.93 17-Oct-92 Lost Hell Div 1 Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 0

1992.93 12-Dec-92 Won WSC Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 1 Williams, Vincent

1992.93 3-May-93 Won Hell Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 0 Glastonbury, Smith, Frost

1993.94 24-Aug-93 Won Hell Div 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 0 Vincent

1993.94 30-Mar-94 Won Hell Div 1 Highworth Town 0 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Giles

1994.95 26-Nov-94 Won WSC Wootton Bassett Town 4 Highworth Town 3 K Moloney 2, Glastonbury, S Vincent

1995.96 23-Mar-96 Lost WSC Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Timbrell

2000.01 2-Sep-00 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 4

2000.01 27-Sep-00 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 4 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Harper

2001.02 8-Dec-01 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 3 Macek, Hall

2001.02 25-Apr-02 Won Hell Prem Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Turner, Tooley, OG

2002.03 8-Feb-03 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 2

2002.03 4-Mar-03 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2003.04 25-Nov-03 Won Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 0 Magani

2003.04 12-Apr-04 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2004.05 23-Oct-04 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 4 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Willis

2004.05 30-Apr-05 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 3

2007.08 19-Aug-07 Drew FAC Highworth Town 0 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2007.08 21-Aug-07 Won FAC Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 1 Bennett, Mills

2010.11 30-Aug-10 Won Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 0 Beeden, Edmondson

2010.11 3-Jan-11 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 5 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Green  

2012.13 8-Sep-12 Won FAC Wootton Bassett Town 3 Highworth Town 1 Barnes, Yeardley, Bown

2013.14 14-Aug-13 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 1 Highworth Town 2 Carter

2013.14 14-Dec-13 Drew Hell Prem Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Cox

2014.15 25-Aug-14 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 1

2014.15 17-Mar-15 Won Hell Prem Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 5 Gambling 3, Robertson, Bailey

2015.16 31-Aug-15 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 2

2015.16 28-Dec-15 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 8 Wootton Bassett Town 0

2016.17 29-Aug-16 Drew Hell Prem Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 3 Robertson 2, Packer

2016.17 26-Dec-16 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 4

2017.18 28-Aug-17 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 3 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Wright, Packer

2017.18 13-Dec-17 Lost WSC Wootton Bassett Town 2 Highworth Town 5 Waldon, Wrona

2017.18 26-Dec-17 Lost Hell Prem Wootton Bassett Town 0 Highworth Town 1

2017.18 7-Feb-18 Won Floodlit Cup Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Lodge, Robinson

2023.24 28-Aug-23 Lost Hell Prem Highworth Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0

Biggest Win

24 8 - 1

37 8 - 0

8Draws

Royal Wootton Bassett Town wins

Highworth Town wins

KNOWN RESULTS IN COMPETITIVE GAMES

Previous Meetings 
Season Date W/D/L Competition Bassett ScorersResult
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Todayõs Opponents  

Highworth Town Pen Pics  
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Todayõs Opponents 

BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN 

As is often the case in these local derby 
games against Highworth Town there will be 
a number of players in both camps who have 
played for the other team at some stage in 
their playing career. There are at least seven 
players who have worn the blue and yellow of 
Bassett in the Highworth Town squad this 
season plus obviously manager Paul 
Braithwaite who was a dream to deal with as 

a programme editor. Pictured here are six of 
those former Bassett players. Moving 
clockwise from the top are Dan Comer (89 
apps & two goals for Bassett), Steve 
Robertson (103 appearances & 73 goals), 
Luke Whelan (19 apps & three goals), Zac 
Skinner (22 apps), Michael Miller (31 apps) 
and Matt Cheetham (111 apps & two goals). 
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Monday 30 August 2010 

No Happy Returns as Bassett 
Storm to Derby Win 
Wootton Bassett Town 2 

Highworth Town 0 
A stirring, resolute performance from Dave 
Turner's men ensured the return of former 
Bassett trio Steve Yeardley, Jonny Aitkenhead 
and Richie Saunders to Rylands Way was not a 
happy one, as the hosts prevailed 2-0 in a 
fascinating derby encounter. 

The victory means that Bassett remain unbeaten 
in all competitions at the end of the first month of 
the season, whilst the Worthians dropped their 
third league game so far ï a situation opposite to 
what most would have anticipated given the 
different ambitions the two clubs had prior to the 
commencement of the Hellenic Premier Division 
campaign. The turning point of what was an 
action-packed derby played in front of a bumper 
crowd came with 66 minutes gone. Highworth 
©úĕkeeper Kurtis Sharkey, having flapped at a 
Matty Bown free kick, chased down substitute 
Phil Tearle ï who had been on the pitch a matter 
of seconds ï to try and make amends for his 
handling error. 

Instead though, he made things a hell of a lot 
worse. Even though Tearle had been forced away 
from goal, Sharkey made an awkward lunge and, 
missing the ball completely, dragged the winger 
down. It was a definite penalty, and youngster 
Jon Beeden confidently smashed the ball home to 
double the hosts' advantage. From there, Dave 
Webb's side went to pieces. With quarter of an 
hour left, their early season indiscipline continued 
when dangerous wide-man James Guthrie ï just 
ten minutes after being booked for needless 
dissent - received a second caution for a clumsy 
challenge on Ryan Banks. Their defence too was 
opened up regularly as the impressive Ethan 
Delaney, who caused endless problems all 
afternoon for the visitors, gave centre back 
pairing Tom Cole and Craig Curtis the run-
around. 

Only poor finishing ensured they didn't make the 
short journey back to The Elms on the back of a 
heavier defeat. Sam Collier was twice the guilty 
party, firstly scuffing an effort after a superb one-
two between Tearle and Delaney, before he 
blasted over from close range whilst unmarked 
following a Bown cross. Delaney too should have 
done better when set free by Collier, but his touch 
failed him when attempting to round Sharkey. 

To confound Highworth's misery, they failed to 
even grab a consolation when both TJ Bohane 
and Cole missed with an open goal at their 
mercy. The former rattled the post from six yards, 
whilst the latter skewed his effort way wide. 

Prior to Bassett's second, it was the Worthians 
who had crafted the majority of the game's 
chances. But wasteful finishing, coupled with 
resolute defending from the hosts, meant they 
failed to take advantage. Bohane in particular was 
guilty of failing to put the ball in the back of the 
net when he really should have done. Just two 
minutes into the match, he fired straight at 
Stewart Thompson after fashioning an opening 
for himself on the edge of the area. 

Four minutes later, a fine glancing header of his 
following a Dan Hilder corner produced a fine 
fingertip save from the keeper before being 
headed off the line by James Turner. He then 
connected with another Hilder set piece, but a 
fortuitous bounce on its way towards goal 
ensured the ball fell safely into the hands of 
Thompson. 

Soon after, Bassett took the lead. Bown sent in a 
poorly struck corner from the right, but Shaun 
Carter was fortunately on the edge of the box to 
redirect the ball into the danger area. Liam 
Edmondson, who was also in imperious form 
throughout when performing his defensive duties, 
reacted first, flicking the ball ï with his back to 
goal ï past Sharkey from twelve yards. 

Thompson's instincts then kept the lead intact. 
Once again Bohane was denied as his free 
header from another Hilder delivery was parried 
away at point blank range. On 24 minutes Collier 
had the ball in the net at the other end, but a 
dubious foul ruled out what appeared to be a 
legitimate goal. 

On the stroke of half time ï after Bohane had 
again missed ï Edmondson was highly 
unfortunate not to have a second. His glancing 
header from another Bown corner had Sharkey 
beaten, but the defender was denied only by the 
post. Without the comforts of a two goal lead, 
Bassett were somewhat shaky at the beginning of 
the second period. They should have been 
punished on the hour when Guthrie broke free 
down the left and cut the ball back for an 
unmarked Rob Dean. However, the midfielder 
dragged his first time effort wide. 

Then came Sharkey's moment of madness that 
completely changed the complexion of the game. 

Game From The Archives 

v Highworth Town (H)  
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Last Meeting  

v Highworth Town  

Monday 28 August 2023 

Winning run ends with 
frustrating derby defeat 
Highworth Town 1 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town lost for their 
first time in the Hellenic League Premier 
Division this season as Highworth Town 
edged an evenly contested derby 1-0. 

Having won three of their previous four 
league games by just a single goal - with 
consecutive 1-0 victories, Sam Collier's side 
were served a taste of their own frustrating 
medicine as Josh Davies' early goal 
determined the outcome of a tense 
encounter. 

While the first meeting of the two teams in 
five years was not necessarily a classic, the 
outcome hung in the balance right until the 
end as Bassett pushed - ultimately in vein - 
for a share of the spoils that would not have 
been undeserved. 

But the woodwork - twice - and some fine 
goalkeeping served to keep the visitors at 
bay, preserving victory for Highworth. 

The game's decisive moment came after 18 
minutes when Josh Davis steered in first 
time from a Connor Mattimore cross after 
Sean Wood's sweeping pass out wide to 
Mattmore stretched the Bassett defence. 

There has been little between the teams up 
until that point - and it remained that way 
throughout much of the remainder of the 
match. 

Indeed Bassett arguably had the better of 
the remaining goalscoring opportunities with 
Matt Jones' fierce low drive and a deft Tom 
Moore header both hitting the post shortly 
before the interval before Connor Waldon 
saw a seemingly goalbound 89th minute 
effort kept out by a fine Connor Johns save. 

Bassett's frustrations at not being able to 
salvage something from the match then 
showed in stoppage time when Kai 
Robinson received a second yellow card. 
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