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Opponents History
Lydney Town

Lydney Town FC « Club History

Although Lydney is one of the main towns of the Forest area the Severnsiders have
always led a very nomadic existence. With the town very much a Rugby stronghold the
football club has always found it difficult to exist and although the club can trace its roots back
to 1911 it never has had a sound base. The club competed in the local leagues until 1952
when they were elected to the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League. In 1969 the club
folded due to lack of committee. In 1971 the soccer lovers of the town pulled together and
the club re-formed and in 1974 the appointment of Harold Elliott as player/coach saw many
players from Lydney Juniors introduced with the resulting effect of promotion to Senior
League Division One in 1976. During this period the club switched from Bathurst Park
onto the Recreation Ground using the changing facilities at the neighbouring Cricket Club.

In 1979-80 after twice finishing Runners-Up they finally lifted the Senior League Division One Championship. Applications to
the County League were unfruitful so the club turned to the Hellenic League, where the club held its own, but after 4 seasons
the huge financial burden of the League forced the club to return to the Senior League. A dispute with the Cricket Club saw
the club move back onto Bathurst Park and following this Secretary Roger Sansom, who had been elected in 1975 and who
is still secretary to this day, investigated the possibility of building a clubhouse on the Recreation Ground. Unfortunately on
the pitch the downward spiral continued and the club found itself back in the NGL. The players thankfully stayed together and
they bounced back into the Senior League the following season. Ambitious plans to have our own clubhouse were still in
the pipeline and a clubhouse was opened on Lydney Recreation Trust in 1990. In 1995 the club did the double by winning
Division Two and the Forest Green Supporters Trophy, a feat they repeated in 1996-97.

In 2003-04 Manager Peter Elliott, who along with Roger Sansom are the longest serving members of the club with 40 plus
years service, guided the club to the Final of the League Cup and the Senior Amateur Cup but in 2004 due to work commit-
ments Peter decided to step down. The club turned to Stuart Liddington to take the helm and with Peter being persuaded to
assist him they forged a very successful partnership. The addition of Pete Macklin from Cinderford Town, Danny Clarke
ex-Oxford United, Matthew Timmins from Whitecroft and the return of Mark Saunders from Australia gave the club a real
boost. Pete, Danny and ‘Matty’ provided the missing link in the goalscoring department scoring over 70 goals between them,
Danny leading the way with 32 goals. The Senior League title was secured with 4 games to go and they did the double by
lifting the Senior Amateur Cup. The season was complete with the news of acceptance into the County League a prize
denied to them some 25 years ago. The clubs County League campaign started in unconvincing fashion with only 4 points
from 3 home games but a 20 game unbeaten run saw the club take over as league leaders at the start of 2006, a position
they held for the remainder of the season. Scoring goals was very much the key to winning as 87 goals proved, ‘Matty’
Timmins finishing the leagues leading goal scorer with 28 goals. This success was beyond the clubs wildest dreams and
gave the club the opportunity of a return to the Hellenic League after 22 years. A steady start saw the club 12 points behind
the leaders in October but a 6 game winning streak at the end of the year saw the club take over as leaders at the start of
January. The critical game came in mid-April with fellow title contenders Trowbridge Town visiting ‘The Rec’. In front of a
crowd of 305 goals from Danny Clarke and Mark Crabbe secured victory and a 5 point cushion . With 3 games to go the Title
was won at Malmesbury when Danny Bishop came off the subs bench to score 2 late goals and give the club an unprece-
dented 3rd title in as many seasons. The squad had certainly exceeded all expectations and can quite easily be classed as
the best in the clubs history. Ambitious plans for the required improvements to gain promotion were put forward and accepted
by the League allowing the club to play at the highest level in its history.

A steady start was overshadowed by events off the pitch when despite gaining planning permission for erection of floodlights
the club became embroiled in a sea of red tape with their landlords. To continue playing in the Premier Division an agreement
was reached to use Cinderford Town and Harrow Hill for home games. Despite these off the pitch issues an unbeaten league
run of 11 games placed them in the top half of the table. Despite finishing in 10th position the club were unable to satisfy the
April deadline imposed by the league and were forced to be relegated back into Division One (West).

With relegation came the inevitable loss of players who wished to play at a higher level of football and the club decided to
pin its future hopes on the youth of the town. Mark Lee, who had joined the club from County League side Ellwood, took on
the role of Player/Manager. In 2014-15 they finished runners up to Tytherington Rocks but despite finishing in a promotion
position ground development had not been completed by the March 31st deadline and a further season in Division One
followed. Determined that such a situation would not happen again further development work followed to ensure the
necessary G grading but disappointingly after all the clubs efforts the club finished in third spot which would not necessarily
ensure promotion. As luck would have it circumstances led to the club being offered a place in the Premier Division which
they readily accepted but this again meant further development was needed to obtain an F Grading and this was attained
in 2016 with the installation of a 2™ stand. In 2016-17 silverware came the clubs way via the Floodlit Trophy beating
Flackwell Heath on penalties after the game finished 3-3. Last season the club finished in 14t position but Manager Mark
Lee decided to step down after 8 years in charge and the clubs search for a new manager started. The club turned to ex-
Town forward Richard Kear. Lydney born Richard joined Cheltenham Town as a youth player but on his release he played
on the Non League circuit. In 2013-14 he rejoined the club from Westfields. Unfortunately family commitments saw Richard
step down at the end of season 2020-21. To replace Richard the club regained the services of previous manager Stuart
Liddington but a set of indifferent results saw the club turn to Reserve Team Manager James Morse who instilled a new
found confidence in the players and staved off any relegation fears.
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2008/09 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a | 1QR 32 14 7 11 45 45 49 8 out of 17 M. Timmins 15
2009/10 Hellenic Div 1 West EP | 1IQR 30 14 4 12 55 48 46 8 out of 16 M. Timmins 15
2010/11 Hellenic Div 1 West PR 1st 28 14 6 8 64 42 48 5outof 15 M. Timmins 15
2011/12 Hellenic Div 1 West EP 1st 32 10 9 13 47 52 39 13 outof 17 J. Liddington 17
2012/13 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a | 2QR 30 12 1 17 55 66 37 10 out of 16 J. Liddington 16
2013/14 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a | 2QR 28 19 4 5 78 26 61 2 out of 15 R. Kear 32
2014/15 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a n/a 28 19 3 6 84 32 60 3outof 15 P. Gibbs 30
2015/16 Hellenic Premier nfa | 2QR 38 14 10 14 63 66 52 12 outof 20 D. Morley-Lyne 28
2016/17 Hellenic Premier EP 1st 34 15 6 13 65 64 51 9 out of 18 D. Morley-Lyne 36
2017/18 Hellenic Premier EP | 2QR 38 9 6 23 45 87 33 16 out of 20 R. Gabriel 15
2018/19 Hellenic - Premier 1QR | 1QR 36 14 6 16 56 69 48 11 out of 19 L. Thompson 21
2019/20 Hellenic - Premier EP | 1QR 25 9 5 11 29 35 32 12* out of 19 D. Morley-Line 6
2020/21 Hellenic - Premier EP | 20R 7 2 2 3 9 14 8 13* out of 18 B. Kear 3
2021/22 Hellenic - Premier EP | 1QR 38 8 7 23 49 82 31 16 out of 20 L. Thompson 17
2022/23 Hellenic - Premier EP 1st 38 10 7 21 47 91 37 15 out of 20 S. Clark 9
Totals 462 183 83 196 791 819 ‘ * Position at time season curtailed due to Covid-19
Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 39.6% 18.0% 42.4%
Pld Won  Drew Lost Agst
l Hellenic League Division One West 208 102 428 311 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio |49,0% l 16.3% ‘ 34.6% |
‘ Hellenic League Prem Div 254 ‘ 81 | 49 | 124 ‘ 363 ‘ 508 ‘ Won:Drew:Lost Ratio |31.9% ‘ 19.3% ‘48.8%
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Todayodos Oppone
Lydney Town Season 23-24

Type  Date/Time AwayTeam
B
FO U N D E D HLP 25/11/23 1500 Highworth Town 2-2 ;o Lydney Town
1911 bEDx
MCC 21/11/23 1945 Pershore Town 4-2 &9, LuineyToun
@ ;> &
. HIP  14/11/23 1945 Corsham Town Lydney Town
Lydney Recreation (OIS
Ground, oSwan Fk PRI
(< 07/11/23 1945 Slimbridge First 2-1 P9, Ludney Town First
Lydney, Glos ==
GL155RU FLC 31/10/23  19:45 Lydney Town Worcester Raiders

Lydney Town

MAJ O R HLP 28/10/23  15:.00 Wantage Town
H O N O U R S HLP 21/10/23 1500 Lydney Town ‘« 1-3 3

Hellenic League

5 0 (3
=@

Thombury Town

f @ &

. HLP  14/10/23 1500 Slimbridge Lydney Town
Division One West
" | Pk DK
Winners 2006 -07 HLP 10/10/23  19:45 Lydney Town (i() 1-4 Worcester City
. B
Gloucestershire HLP 07/10/23  15:00 Lydney Town & 2-0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town
County League :
DI K|
Winners 2005 -06 HLP 03/10/23 1945 Lydney Town \“) 3-4 Longlevens AFC
Gloucestershire HLP 30/09/23  15:00 Roman Glass St George @ 4-1 Lydney Town
Northern Senior P DK
HLP  26/09/23 1945 LydneyTown iy 3-2 Westfields

League Winners

b K -
1977-78 , 1978-79 , HLP 19/09/23  19:45 LydneyTown gk 2-3 Tuffley Rovers.
N (HT1-1)
1979-80, 2004-05 -
FLC  12/09/23 1945 Newent Town 3] Pt £9, LudneyToun
¥ _ <
C HAIRMAN HIP  09/09/23 1500 Lydney Town é? (:T ni) @/ Mangotsfield United
Dean Voss Fit
HLP  05/09/23 19:45 LydneyTown g 1-3 Worcester Raiders

cLuB
S EC R ETA R Y HLP 28/08/23  15:00 Lydney Town

o o
)]

HY  cinderforaTown

Dk K

Roger Sansom FAV 26/08/23  15:00 Slimbridge 4-3 (3:/ Lydney Town
B

M AN AG E R HLP 22/08/23 1945 Hereford Pegasus 1-2 @ Lydney Town

James Morse HLP  15/08/23 1945 Lydney Town 1-5 g Hereford Lads Club

o B

HLP 12/08/23  15:00 Pershore Town ! 5-1 @ Lydney Town

FAC  09/08/23 1945 Roman Glass St George @ 5-2 g Lydney Town

FAC  05/08/23 1500 Lydney Town 1-1 i@ Roman Glass St George

3 bEDx

HLP  02/08/23 1945 Longlevens AFC “"%W“ 4-3 £, LudneyToun
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Lydney Town Statistics Season 2023-24

Callum
Jack
Tommy
Aston
Billy
Tristan
Lewis
Amadou
Lucas
Toby
David
Frankie
Jarred
Declan
Luke
Charlie
Elliot
Richard
Steve
Tyler
Samuel
Mason
Ryan
Liam
Matthew
charlie
Oliver
Luke
Daniel
Jordan
Jordan
Tom
Ross

Dark

Hill

Brett
Jeffs
Guest
Murphy
Thompson
Lo
Vaughan
Bendall
Jenkins
Johnson
Liddington
Morley-Lyne
Cunliffe
Powell
Jones
Thomas
Clark
Blount
Elliott
Lewis
Dawson
Sheppard
Lee
perkins
Phillips
davies
Morgan
Sheen
Voss
Baldwin
Lindsay

Apps

19
19
18
18
17
17
17
15
14
13
13
13
12
12
11
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Previous Encounters

Lydney Town

RWBTFC Wi Dr aws

Season Date Comp Match Details

2006-07  16-Dec-06 League Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lydney Town 2
Bassett scorer: Hall
Bassett Team: Domm, Gee, Crabtree, Beavis, Yeardley, Neale, Mills, Bennett, Hall, White, Davis. Subs:
Hallett, King, Shaw

2006-07 21-Apr-07 League Lydney Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1
Bassett scorer: Mills
Bassett Team: Domm, Gee, Crabtree, Magani, Greenway, Mills, Hemsley, Bennett, Large, White, P.Davis.
Subs: Dodd, King

2008-09  24-Feb-09 League Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lydney Town 1
Bassett Scorer: Ward
Bassett Team: Thompson, R.Carter, Sharps, S.Carter, Oram, Yeardley, Richie, Ward, Terry, Moulton,
Banks. Subs: Hunt, Tearle

2008-09 25-Apr-09 League Lydney Town 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0
Bassett scorer: None
Bassett Team: Thompson, R.Carter, Edmondson, Sharps, Fisher, Yeardley, Blake, Guthrie, Richie, Turner,
Banks. Sub: Wall

2009-10  19-Sep-09  League  Wootton Bassett Town 5 Lydney Town 0
Bassett scorers: Green 2, Collier, Field, R.Thomas
Basett Team: Scott, Bowden,Sharps, Adams, Oram, Collier, Turner, Edmondson, Green, Thomas, Banks.
Subs: Groom, Field, Mepham

2009-10 5-Dec-09 League Lydney Town 2 Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Brien, Collier
Bassett Team: Thompson, Bowden, Edmondson, Adams, Oram, Collier, Turner, Brien, Mepham, Shand,
Banks. Sub: Thomas

2011-12 3-Sep-11 League Lydney Town 0  Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Collier, Delaney
Bassett Team: Thompson, Bowden, S.Carter, Edmondson, Corcoran, Bown, Turner, Harper, Collier,
Delaney, R.Carter. Subs: Large, Wernham

2011-12 3-Apr-12 League Wootton Bassett Town 0  Lydney Town 3
Bassett scorer: None
Bassett Team: Doolan, Sharps, S.Carter, Ellis, Pitts, Bown, Bowen, Green, Turner, Harper, R.Carter. Subs:
Driver, Windell

2012-13  16-Feb-13 League Lydney Town 0  Wootton Bassett Town 3
Bassett scorers: Barnes, Gill, Edmondson
Bassett Team: Thompson, Blake, Edmondson, Corcoran, S.Carter, Dingle, Yeardley, Bown, Barnes, Gill,
Turner. Subs: Carson, Pleass

2012-13 13-Apr-13 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lydney Town 3
Bassett scorer: None
Bassett Team: Thompson, Dingle, Edmondson, Sharps, S.Carter, Bowden, Yeardley, Robertson, Barnes,
Terry, Turner. Subs: Brien, Walduck, Yates

2013-14  28-Sep-13 KO Cup Lydney Town 5  Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Roberts 2
Bassett Team: Allison, Bowden, Yeardley, Wright, Carter, Cox, Chatwin, Ockwell, Roberts, Stevens,
A.Rigley. Subs: Balfe, K.Rigley



2015-16

2015-16

2015-16

2016-17

2016-17

2016-17

2017-18

2017-18

2018-19

2018-19

2018-19

2018-19

2019-20

2021-22

2021-22

2022-23

2022-23

2022-23

2023-24

26-Aug-15

2-Dec-15

27-Feb-16

27-Sep-16

14-Dec-16

31-Dec-16

15-Aug-17

13-Sep-17

25-Aug-18

4-Sep-18

18-Sep-18

13-Nov-18

1-Feb-20

17-Aug-21

5-Oct-21

17-Sep-22

4-Mar-23

13-Apr-23

7-Oct-23

League

Floodlit Cup

League

League

Floodlit Cup

League

League

League

FA Cup

FA Cup

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

BIC Cup

League

Lydney Town 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Robertson, Yeardley

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, D.Richards, Hawkins, Corcoran, Packer, Scholes, Bailey, Robertson,
Yeardley, Carter. Subs: Youngsam, Gambling, Olphert

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lydney Town 2
Bassett scorer: Robertson

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, D.Richards, Hawkins, Drewitt, Packer, Scholes, Bailey, Robertson, Thomas,
Olphert. Subs: Vivash, Sinclair, Collins

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lydney Town 2
Bassett scorer: Robertson

Bassett Team: Meare, Comer, Corcoran, Walduck, Hawkins, J.Richards, Bailey, Ockwell, Robertson,
Scholes, Olphert. Subs: Hiscock, Smith

Lydney Town 4 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3
Bassett scorers: Richards, Thompson, Bailey

Bassett Team: Meare, J.Richards, D.Richards, Hawkins, Cheetham, Comer, Thompson, Spalding, Yeardley,
Bailey, Drewitt. Subs: Diouf, Corcoran

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Lydney Town 0
Bassett scorers: Robertson 2

Bassett Team: Meare, Hawkins, D.Richards, Yeardley, Cheetham, Comer, Thompson, J.Richards,
Robertson, Olphert, Packer. Subs: Bailey, Edmondson, Hamilton

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1  Lydney Town 3
Bassett scorer: Hawkins

Bassett Team: Meare, Edmondson, D.Richards, Yeardley, Cheetham, Comer, Thompson, Bonner-Shea,
Robertson, Olphert, Gleed. Subs: Hawkins, J.Richards

Lydney Town 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1
Bassett scorer: Gambling

Bassett Team: Bulman, Stevens, D.Richards, Jones, Yeardley, Cheetham, Wright, Wrona, Coleman, Packer,
Lodge. Subs: Gambling, Bailey

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lydney Town 0
Bassett scorer: Wrona

Bassett Team: Lawrence, Corcoran, Collier, Jackson, Diaz-Benitez, Robinson, Wright, Wrona, Cox, Packer,
Scholes. Subs: Yeardley, Maximen

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Lydney Town 0
Bassett scorer: NJ/A

Bassett Team: Sharkey, llott, Richards, Gough, Yeardley, Robinson, Wrona, D.Cole, Pagliaroli, Bohane,
Shama. Subs: Lance, Joyce

Lydney Town 5 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3
Bassett scorers: Wrona, Shama, Bohane

Bassett Team: Bowers, llott, Richards, Evans, Yeardley, Lincoln, Wrona, Joyce, Pagliaroli, Bohane, Shama.
Subs: Corcoran, Stanley, Sheppard

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Lydney Town 2
Bassett scorers: Pagliaroli 2, Richards

Bassett Team: McCready, Joyce, Richards, Corcoran, James, llott, Lincoln, Wrona, Pagliaroli, Bohane,
Wrona. Subs: Collier, Yeardley

Lydney Town 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Pagliaroli, Bennett

Bassett Team: Sawyer, Langford, Evans, Stanley, Collier, Lachacz, Bennett, Wrona, Pagliaroli, Bohane,
Roper. Subs: Silva, Brown

Lydney Town 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1
Bassett scorers: Youssef

Bassett Team: Parker, Bradbury, Beeden, Wrona, Miller, Robinson, Presley, Youssef, Francis, Warre, Ford.
Subs: Gallagher, Golding, Joyce

Lydney Town 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3
Bassett scorers: Corcoran 2, Moore

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Corcoran, Chilcott, Dodson, Ockwell. Gallagher, Bampton, Griffin, Ouldridge,
Moore, Taylor. Subs: Wrona, Cordery, McIntosh

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Lydney Town 1
Bassett scorer: Griffin

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Corcoran, Chilcott, Dodson, Robinson. Gallagher, Bampton, Griffin, Beeden,
Wrona, Mills. Subs: Skinner.

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Lydney Town 2
Bassett scorers: Whelan, Griffin

Bassett Team: Crowther, Dodson, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Wrona, Taylor, Ouldridge, Gallagher,
Bennett, Whelan. Subs: Afenya, Griffin, Chilcott, Lea

Lydney Town 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Chilcott, Presley

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Spalding, H.Walters, Chilcott, Robinson, Presley, Bampton, Jones,
Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, Timbrell

Lydney Town 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2
Bassett scorers: Presley, Gallagher

Bassett Team: Crowther, H.Walters, Spalding, Corcoran, Presley, Gallagher. Bennett, Ouldridge, Matt
Jones, Michael Jones, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, Timbrell

Lydney Town 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0
Bassett scorers: N/a

Bassett Team: Pickering, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, K.Robinson, Stewart, Ouldridge, Wrona,
Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: F.Walters, Collier, Griffin.
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Edi tords Football

Interesting historic articles from old Football Annuals
This one is from the Topical Times 1973 -1974 Annual
& once gain features an article on Don Rogers

[ @ DON

. ROGERS

N T took me ten years to get the

l chance to play in First Division

football, ten seconds to accept

\ it—and six months to be back in

\ League Two.

\ My first ten matches for Crystal

2 Palace made up for all these years of

s \ waiting. The last ten last

- season were torture—as we
\ L failed to ward off relegation.

\ ” Everything went right at
the start. In the shape of eight
goals and a hand in lifting
Palace — temporarily, at least —
away from the foot of the table.

I’d more or less given up
hope of ever playing in League
One. I was convinced I’d be a one-club man—
\ seeing my days out with Swindon Town.

\ Several times, in previous years, I’d asked for a

move —and been flatly turned down.

SUDDENLY-1 WAS OFF

I couldn’t blame Swindon for that. They
wanted to keep me. And, in fairness, I was
happy in the town and had business interests
there.

It was just the ambition to play First
Division football was always at the back of my
mind.

Then, suddenly, Swindon needed some
money —and I was made available for transfer.

Bert Head wasted no time in putting in
an offer. Immediately, I was on my way to
Selhurst Park.

After all that time the First
Division could have been a let-
down. It was far from that to
me. More like playing at
Wembley every week!

The atmosphere, the crowd,
the opposition. It was like a
different world.

I also found the pace of
the game about two yards faster
than anything I’d been used to.
But, being naturally quick, I
was able to adjust quite quickly.

Most of my early goals for Palace came the same
way — by my outstripping the defence on a through ball.
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This one is from the Topical Times 1973 -1974 Annual
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article on Don Rogers
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DON ROGERS (No. 1) is hailed by his Swindon Town team-mates after

his wonder goal at Wembley.

° GRYSTAL PALAGE’S speed-

burst wingman tells

how things suddenly started
to happen for him . . .

o S SO TR <

My greatest memory in football is still of scoring
one of these burst-through goals. It was the third and
final one for Swindon in the League Cup final against
Arsenal.

I got the ball inside our own half and was able
to go through, almost unchallenged, to beat Bob Wilson.
Tl never forget the moment or the match.

Each time Bert Head has signed me — for Swindon
and Palace —it’s been a swift job.

Initially he’d been keeping an eye on me for
Swindon ever since his father recommended me at
the age of eleven. When I was sixteen Mr Head came
to sign me at my home—just two hours before Fred
Ford arrived to try to get me for Bristol City !

I’d willingly have gone to Ashton Gate, because
I was a Bristol City fan as a youngster. But Bert Head
got there first—just as he did ten years later when
Swindon at last decided to transfer me.

Within a week of signing for Palace, I was off to
Teheran for a friendly match. I hope there are more
trips to come.

The only place I don’t want to visit is Naples.
I was there once with Swindon—in the very first
Anglo-Italian competition. And once is enough.

We made the final of the tournament. Right from
the start we outplayed the Naples side and ran up a 3-0
lea

“The excitable Italian fans then started to riot.

They literally began ripping up the stadium. Concrete
blocks from the main stand were flung on to the pitch
—many around the players’ tunnel. So we faced the
problem of getting back to the dressing-room when
the game was finally abandoned.

I’'m sure I did my fastest sprint ever as we dashed
for safety.

Luckily no one in our side was hit by debris. But,
even down in the dressing-rooms, we could feel the
whole stand shaking as the crowd stamped and created
more damage.

QUITE A TEAM

It was quite a time before we plucked up courage
to venture out to the coach—and then we got another
shock.

The fans were all around—but they weren’t
waiting to stone us. Instead they clapped us all the
way out of the stadium.

It was their own team they were after . . .

I haven’t been much in the international reckoning
but it’s something to consider the England Youth team
I played in.

Almost every player from that side—we won the
European Youth tournament—has made the grade in
league football. But only two have won full England
caps—John Hollins (Chelsea) and David Sadler
(Manchester United).

Of the others, Peter Springett (now Sheffield
Wednesday), Howard Kendall (Everton), Peter Knowles
(ex-Wolves) and John Sissons (now Sheffield Wednes-
day) got Under-23 honours like myself. Then Micky
Wright (Aston Villa), Alf Wood (Millwall) and Harry
Redknapp (Bournemouth) are established league
players.

Only one out of the game today is Bobby Noble,
badly injured in a car crash when looking set to make
the grade with Manchester United.
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