
 

The Bassett Bulletin - Season 2023-24 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town v Worcester Raiders 

Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
Tuesday 27 February 2024, K.O. 7:45PM      

Issue M23 £2.00   



н 

 



о 

 
Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 
GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League Premier Division fixture 
against Worcester Raiders. A warm welcome 
to all our visitors who have made what is a 
very long journey for a midweek fixture, we 
hope you enjoy your short stay with us this 
evening and wish you a safe journey home.  

This is only our fourth ever meeting with 
Worcester Raiders, with the three games so 
far seeing one win apiece and one game 
drawn. Our one win came this season in the 
reverse fixture at Worcesterôs impressive 
Warriors Stadium and a report from that 
game is included in todayôs programme 
along with one from the only time we have 
met at the Sustain Stadium which finished in 
a 2-2 draw last season. 

Worcester Raiders, who started the season 
as one of the fancied sides, have not had 
such a good season as last season when 
they finished in fourth place. Raiders 
currently sit in ninth spot having played 34 
games already, more than anyone else in the 
division. They would need to win all of their 
remaining games, including tonightôs fixture,  
to have any chance of reaching the play-offs 
but even that would almost certainly not be 
good enough given the points they have 
dropped already. After tonight they have just 
three games left and we are still in February! 
Currently, assuming no postponements, they 
are scheduled to finish their season on 
Saturday 9th March, which is very early 
indeed.  If their players wish to continue 
playing into April they will all need to find 
sides to sign on for in leagues below Step 6 
in and around the Worcester area, with most 
leagues outside the National League System 
have a registration cut off of 31 March.  

Last Tuesdayôs game away against 
Cinderford Town was postponed due to a 
waterlogged pitch and we still await details of 
the rearranged date at the time of writing 
these programme notes. On Saturday we 
visited Mangotsfield for the second time this 
season, having lost to them in the FA Cup 

right at the start of the season. In another 
close game on this occasion we made sure 
we did not concede to return with a valuable 
point in our quest for the play-offs, extending 
our current unbeaten run to three games. 
Hopefully we can make that four here 
tonight. 

Looking at our other sides, the Development 
Team are having a tough time of it of late. 
On Saturday they went down 1-0 away at 
Larkhall Athletic Development in what by all 
accounts was an entertaining game, having 
also lost 2-0 away at Shrivenham the 
previous week. That is now four straight 
defeats in a row, all of which have been 
away from home for Mark Simpkins side. 
They are back on home 3G on Saturday and 
will be hoping they can bring that losing 
streak to an end when they entertain Calne 
Town Reserves. 

On Sunday, the title hopes of our Womenôs 
side were ended when they could only draw 
1-1 with Bath City, the point coming courtesy 
of an injury time equaliser from Natalie 
Goodright. Whilst disappointing that any 
chance of the title has finally come to an end 
the ladies should be proud of the season 
they have had after last seasonôs 
disappointing one that had ended in 
relegation. Adam Wood has certainly done a 
great job rebuilding the side and generating 
a good team spirit. The point gained against 
Bath guaranteed the Womenôs side of 
runners-up spot. They will now look to win 
both their two remaining league games to 
finish as close as possible to champions 
Poole who should be congratulated at 
bouncing back at the first attempt after their 
own relegation last season. The Womenôs 
side will be up against Bath City for the 
second consecutive week at the Sustain 
Stadium when Bath visit in the League Cup. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully three more 
points in our quest to make the end of 
season play-offs. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

GOOD EVENING. Itôs a pleasure to 
welcome our supporters along with the 
players, officials and supporters from 
Worcester Raiders FC to the Sustain 
Stadium today for this Hellenic Premier 
League fixture. 

Having visited their Sixways Stadium, the 
contrast between our grounds reminds of 
when I applied to join the North Wilts Youth 
League with Brinkworth Cats.   We had to do 
a little presentation at the league AGM to get 
elected in.   Being a bit nervous wasnôt 
helped by following Bemerton who explained 
about their stadium and hospitality only for 
me to offer the delights of Ballards Ash and 
the possibility we could use a changing room 
if there was no rugby!! 

That is not to understate the quality of the 
Sustain.   Surely one of the best playing 
surfaces in the league and plans in 
advanced state for improvements around the 
ground ï watch this space. 

After a couple of reverses late in January, 
Sam and the team have taken seven points 
from their last three games and havenôt 
conceded, strengthening their place in the 
play-off positions.   Tonightôs game is the 
start of a run of five consecutive home 
games that include fixtures against play-off 
rivals Corsham and Fairford as well as 

champions elect Worcester City who I am 
told can clinch the title here subject to other 
results.   We then finish the league campaign 
with tricky away games at Slimbridge and 
Cinderford who will both be looking to break 
into the play-off positions.   Naturally, your 
continued support is much appreciated. 

Elsewhere, todays draw for the Women 
means their slim chance of winning the 
league is now over but the point does 
guarantee runners up spot.  Our 
congratulations go to Poole but well done to 
Adam and his team. 

The Dev team suffered another narrow 
defeat on Saturday at Larkhall but will be 
looking to bounce back next Saturday at 
home against Calne Town while the U18 
Floodlight team momentarily sat top of the 
league after their win against Chippenham 
on Thursday. 

Thank you all for your continued support, it is 
greatly appreciated. 

UP THE BASS 

Pˉ˃ʕ 
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 
Worcester Raiders Beware - the Return of Dan Warre  
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Opponents History  

Worcester Raiders  

Worcester Raiders were formed in 2001 as a 
youth club, joining the Worcester & District 
Football League in 2010 upon the formation 
of a senior side. In 2013, Worcester Raiders 
joined the West Midlands (Regional) League 
Division Two, gaining promotion in their first 
season in the National League System. In 
2019, Worcester Raiders won Division One, 
gaining promotion to the Premier Division. 
Worcester Raiders entered the FA Vase for 
the first time in 2020ï21. At the end of the 
2020ï21 season the club were transferred to 
Division One of the Hellenic League as part 
of the FAôs restructuring of the National 
League System. 

In the 2021ï22 season, Worcester Raiders 
finished second behind Studley F.C. in 
Division 1 of the uhlsport Hellenic League.  
Despite a 3-0 loss to Hereford Pegasus F.C. 
in the playoff final, Worcester Raiders were 
promoted to the Premier Division of the 
Hellenic League following the closure of 
Walton Casuals F.C. in the Southern League 
Premier South, leading to the reprieve for 
Merthyr Town and Cinderford Town A.F.C. 
The result was Worcester were promoted to 
the Hellenic Premier as runner-up in that 
play-off. 

Worcester Raiders initially played at Claines 
Lane. On 29 July 2020, English Premiership 
rugby union club Worcester Warriors 
confirmed Worcester Raiders would move 
into Sixways Stadium, with Worcester 
Warriors' co-owners Colin Goldring and 
Jason Whittingham becoming joint majority 
owners of Worcester Raiders in the process. 
In September 2022 the future of the club was 
left uncertain after the gates to their ground 
were locked, as a result of Worcester 
Warriors' financial problems. This effectively 
left Worcester Raiders homeless with 
nowhere to play their home matches. 
However, it was later confirmed that the 
Raiders had reached an agreement with the 
Warriors' administrators to remain at 
Sixways. 

Worcester Raiders had a successful first 
season in the UHlsport Hellenic League 
Premier Division securing a fourth place 
finish sandwiched between two Wiltshire 
Clubs Corsham Town and Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town. 

. 
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RWBTFC Wins 

1 
 

Worcester Wins 

1 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Worcester Raiders  

Season Date Comp

2022-23 5-Nov-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Worcester Raiders 2

Bassett Scorers: Golding, Jones

2022-23 15-Mar-23 League Worcester Raiders 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorers: Gallagher

2023-24 13-Jan-24 League Worcester Raiders 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Ouldridge, Presley

Match Details

Bassett Team: Crowther, Spalding, Corcoran, Chilcott, Bampton, Robinson, Presely, Bennett, 

Jones, Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, Taylor, James

Bassett Team: Brown, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Softley, Presley, Packer, Ouldridge, Taylor, 

Gallagher, Chilcott. Subs: Dodd, Robinson

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Golding, H.Walters, Robinson, Presley, Ouldridge, Gallagher, 

Jones, Wrona, Talmash. Subs: Whelan, Griffin, Beeden, Boulden
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester Raiders  

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Cribbs 38 32 4 2 94 15 100

2 Malvern Town 38 29 5 4 110 45 92

3 Corsham Town 38 28 7 3 97 31 91

4 Worcester Raiders 38 23 7 8 103 48 76

5 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 8 11 67 50 65

6 Roman Glass St George 38 19 7 12 76 47 64

7 Westfields 38 18 10 10 67 42 64

8 Hereford Pegasus 38 18 5 15 69 68 59

9 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 14 10 14 75 62 52

10 Wantage Town 38 14 8 16 70 67 50

11 Mangotsfield United 38 15 4 19 58 70 49

12 Longlevens AFC 38 12 6 20 54 63 42

13 Fairford Town 38 12 5 21 54 66 41

14 Shrivenham 38 11 5 22 42 94 38

15 Lydney Town 38 10 7 21 47 91 37

16 Thornbury Town 38 10 5 23 49 76 35

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 10 4 24 47 83 34

18 Tuffley Rovers 38 9 6 23 48 84 33

19 Bradford Town 38 7 6 25 45 93 27

20 Chipping Sodbury Town 38 6 9 23 42 119 27

2022-2023 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2010/11 Worcester & Dist D1 n/a n/a 26 16 3 7 106 59 51 5 out of 14 Not known

2011/12 Worcester & Dist D1 n/a n/a 21 7 1 13 60 67 22 6 out of 8 Not known

2012/13 Worcester & Dist D1 n/a n/a 18 14 0 4 91 45 42 1 out of 7 Not known

2013/14 West Midlands D2 n/a n/a 26 16 2 8 107 77 50 3 out of 14 Not known

2014/15 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 28 8 3 17 72 107 27 14 out of 15 Not known

2015/16 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 32 9 6 17 71 86 33 12 out of 17 Not known

2016/17 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 30 18 5 7 83 61 59 3 out of 16 Not known

2017/18 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 32 17 7 8 72 59 58 7 out of 17 Not known

2018/19 West Midlands D1 n/a n/a 32 24 7 1 98 37 79 1 out of 17 Not known

2019/20 West Midlands Prem n/a n/a 23 9 4 10 52 51 31 11 out of 18 Not known

2020/21 West Midlands Prem n/a 1QR 7 6 1 0 25 8 19 2 out of 18 Not known

2021/22 Hellenic Div 1 n/a 2QR 32 22 3 7 99 38 69 2 out of 17 I. Cooper 28

2022/23 Hellenic Premier 1QR 2QR 38 23 7 8 103 48 76 4 out of 20 J. Murphy 20

345 189 49 107 1,039 743   * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

54.8% 14.2% 31.0%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

65 37 4 24 257 171 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 56.9% 6.2% 36.9%

26 16 2 8 107 77 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 61.5% 7.7% 30.8%

154 76 28 50 396 350 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 49.4% 18.2% 32.5%

30 15 5 10 77 59 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 50.0% 16.7% 33.3%

32 22 3 7 99 38 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 68.8% 9.4% 21.9%

38 23 7 8 103 48 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 60.5% 18.4% 21.1%Hellenic Premier Division 

Hellenic Division 1

Worcester & District League Div 1

West Midlands Division 2

Worcester Raiders Historical Record
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

West Midlands Division 1

West Midlands Premier
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Todayõs Opponents  

Worcester Raiders  

FOUNDED  

2009 

GROUND  

Sixways Stadium, Warriors 

Way, Worcester, WR3 8ZE  

  

MAJOR HONOURS  

West Midlands (Regional) 

League Champions 2018 -19 

 

Worcester & District 

League Champions 2012 -13 

 

CHAIRMAN  

Steve Harris  

CLUB 

SECRETARY  

Craig Teague  

MANAGER  

Karl Gormley  

League Results Home Away Home Away

Bradford Town W 2 - 1 D 0 - 0

Brimscombe & Thrupp L  3- 4 D 0 - 0 D 2 - 2 D 1 - 1

Chipping Sodbury Town W 7 - 0 L 1 - 5

Cinderford Town L 1 - 3

Corsham Town D 0 - 0 L 1 - 4 L 2 - 3 L 0 - 1

Cribbs L 0 - 1 L 0 - 2

Fairford L 1 - 3 W 2 - 1 W 3 - 2 W 5 - 1

Hereford Lads Club W 1 - 0 W 2 - 0 W 2 - 0 W 3 - 0

Hereford Pegasus L 0 - 2 W 4 - 0 L 0 - 4 L 2 - 3

Highworth Town L 1 - 2 L 0 - 5

Longlevens  W 2 - 1 W 3 - 1 W 2 - 1 W 4 - 1

Lydney Town W 3 - 1 W 4 - 1 W 6 - 1

Malvern Town L 2 - 3 D 1 - 1

Mangotsfield United L 0 - 3 D 3 - 3 W 2 - 1 W 5 - 2

Pershore Town D 3 - 3 D 0 - 0

Roman Glass St George L 2 - 4 W 1 - 0 W 3 - 0 L 1 - 2

RWBTFC L 1 - 2 W 3 - 1 D 2 - 2

Shrivenham W 8 - 1 W 5 - 0

Slimbridge L 2 - 3 W 4 - 2

Thornbury Town L 1 - 2 W 4 - 0 W 3 - 0 W 3 - 2

Tuffley Rovers D 1 - 1 D 2 - 2 W 5 - 0 W 2 - 1

Wantage Town  W 1 - 0 W 1 - 0 W 2 - 1 W 2 - 1

Westfields W 1 - 0 L 0 - 2 D 2 - 2 D 2 - 2

Worcester City L 0 - 1

Worcester Raiders This Season & Last
SEASON 2023-24 SEASON 2022-23
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Last  Home League Game  
Saturday 5 November 2022 

Resilient Bassett rattle Raiders 
late to claim point 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 

Worcester Raiders 2 

 
Time and again this season, Royal Wootton 
Bassett Town's resilience has stood out as the 
team's defining characteristic. Unlike in previous 
years, so far this campaign there has never been a 
time when Sam Collier's side have been out of a 
game - even when they have fallen behind. 

And that strength was again on show in Bassett's 
first ever meeting with Worcester Raiders. 

After last week's clash with Westfields, this was 
another tough engagement with the Raiders 
opening the afternoon in third. 

But Bassett - without centre halves Adam 
Corcoran and Dave Bampton through suspension 
as well as Matt Bennett, Scott Chilcott, Jack 
Hobson-McVeigh and Chris Taylor - dug deep, 
producing another solid display to earn a point. 

They did so the hard way too, twice coming from 
behind in an entertaining 2-2 draw. 

Bassett should arguably have been ahead though 
as Gio Wrona managed to rattle the bar with the 
goal at his mercy early on after great interplay 
between Tommy Ouldridge and Matt Jones. 

Worcester soon capitalised on that miss, taking 
the lead through Jordan Murphy who slotted home 

from Jade Ferron's fizzing low cross. 

While plugging away at the Worcester back line 
and dealing with what the dangerous Raiders 
threw at them, it took until midway through the 
second half for Bassett to draw level for the first 
time. After Ouldridge won a free kick inside the 
visitors' half, Jones teased in a delivery which 
Landon Golding, having lost his marker, met with a 
glancing header into the corner of the net. 

Raiders then made it 2-1 as Joe Billingham was on 
hand to tap in after Matt Crowther could only parry 
from Murphy's shot on the turn. 

That meant Bassett were again forced to dig deep. 

But, with time winding down, they snatched the 
equaliser and point they deserved in some style. 

Veteran Alan Griffin drew a foul around 30 yards 
from goal, and Jones stepped over the ball. 
Catching Raiders 'keeper Ryan Young off guard, 
the left footer steered a delightful low curler around 
the wall and into the bottom left corner. 

It was a fine strike - and one that earned another 
important, valuable result against one of the 
division's fancied sides. 
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Last Away League Game  
Saturday 13 January 2024 

Comeback scuttles Raiders 
 

Worcester Raiders 1 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 

 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town reached the half 
century mark as a dramatic late comeback earned 
Sam Collier's side a hugely impressive 2-1 victory 
away at Worcester Raiders. 

A lively fixture whose outcome was always in the 
balance with both teams pushing the other hard 
ultimately fell Bassett's way after Alfie Presley 
converted a somewhat contentious penalty with 
seven minutes remaining. 

While Raiders - whose eighth loss in nine games 
leaves their Hellenic League Premier Division 
playoff chances hanging by a thread - felt hard 
done by the decision, Bassett will care little as 
their march to the playoffs continued apace. 

Collier's team now sit on 51 points, with a healthy 
ten point cushion separating them from Fairford 
Town - the team currently occupying sixth and the 
first team on the outside looking in of a playoff 
spot. 

Even more impressively, third place Bassett - who, 
if the season finished today would be guaranteed 
a home playoff semi final - are now seven points 
clear of Roman Glass St George in fourth. Like 
most of their 16 league wins to date this season, 
Bassett's latest triumph was of the hard fought 
variety. 

The visitors started the brighter of the two teams, 
though Raiders were probing too. And it would be 
the hosts who found themselves in front when Kyri 
Kourouyiann rose highest to head home a free 
kick on 25 minutes. 

Raiders took their advantage into the break and 
held onto it for a healthy part of the second half. 

But Tommy Ouldridge eventually equalised on 67 
minutes, blasting in after home 'keeper Jack 
Oxenham could only bay away Bailey Gallagher's 
low cross into the box. 

That set up a tense, exciting finish. Both teams 
were desperate to find a winner - Raiders to try 
and keep their season alive, Bassett to further 
solidify their top five status. 

The second half had already been a physical 
battle and both teams continued to push. 

The hosts thought they had the lead with quarter 
of an hour to go but Jordan Wilkins' effort whistled 
just past the post. 

Soon after they were behind with Bassett awarded 
a penalty and leading scorer Presley keeping his 
nerve to ultimately settle the contest. 

Bassett now return to the Sustain Stadium for an 
exciting three game homestand, starting with 
Tuesday's fixture against Tuffley Rovers and 
ending with the return match against Westfields on 
27 January. Title favourites Worcester City visit 
next Saturday too for a top of the table clash. That 
a fixture Bassett are involved in at this stage of the 
season can be described as such shows just how 
well the team have been performing. Long may 
that continue as the campaign nears its closing 
stages. 


