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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  
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Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 
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Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 
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Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 

GOOD AFTERNOON and  
welcome  to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this 
Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
fixture against Hereford Lads Club. A warm 
welcome to all our visitors who have made 
the journey from Hereford, we hope you 
enjoy your short stay with us this afternoon 
and we wish you a safe journey home. 

Our record against tonightôs visitors sees us 
having won two of the five previous meetings 
between the two sides, with three wins to our 
visitors. Whilst they have the better record, 
one of their victories was a cup match and in 
league fixtures it is honours even at the 
moment at two wins apiece. 

Hereford Lads Club currently sit in 16th place 
in the table with three wins from their opening  
13 league games and come into todayôs 
fixture on the back of a heavy home defeat in 
midweek in the Floodlit Cup on Wednesday 
night when they were beaten 7-0 at home by 
Brimscombe & Thrupp. No doubt manager 
Danny Moon will be expecting a response to 
that heavy defeat from his side today and we 
will need to be at our very best if we are to 
get anything out of todayôs game. 

It was pleasing to get the victory last week in 
the FA Vase against Elburton Villa as goals 
from Baily Gallagher and Sam Packer 
ensured a safe passage through to the 
Second Round Proper against a decent side 
from the South West Peninsula League. The 
draw on Monday was kind to us in terms of 
giving us another home draw but in these 
national competitions I always prefer to play 
sides from other leagues. However, it will be 
familiar opposition for us in the next round as 
Longlevens will make a quick return to the 
Sustain Stadium following the recent 
abandoned league game between the two 
sides. The Vase game is scheduled for the 
11th of November with Longlevens then set 
to return for the rearranged league game just 
17 days later. 

Whilst the first team were winning in the FA 
Vase last week the Development Team 
continued their good start to the season with 
a 4-1 win over near neighbours Malmesbury 
Victoria Development on the 3G. The side 
played some really nice football in the first 
half to open up a 4-0 half time lead but, as is 
often the way, assumed the game was won 
at half time and didnôt play with the same 
level of intensity in the second half allowing 
the visitors to have the better of things in the 
second half and the final score could easily 
have been a lot closer had Malmesbury taken 
their chances. Today the Development Team 
are home to last seasonôs champions 
Trowbridge Town, again on the 3G. 

The Womenôs team exited the FA Cup on 
Sunday going down to AFC Stoneham by the 
narrowest of margins. The winning goal came 
from a hotly disputed free kick from distance. 
After such a big game last week, where the 
prize money at stake was considerable they 
now have an equally important league fixture 
tomorrow against league leaders Poole 
Town. Whilst there is no prize money at stake 
tomorrow, with just one guaranteed 
promotion place available Bassett cannot 
really afford to lose to Poole Town tomorrow. 
Moreover, having lost to Bath the other week, 
we could really do with a win. Hopefully 
Adam and his players will pick up what would 
be a vital win tomorrow. The following week 
Bassett then travel to Poole for the reverse 
fixture meaning it will be three consecutive 
weeks of massive fixtures for the Womenôs 
side so by a week Sunday night we will have 
a good indication of whether we are going to 
be able to bounce back to Step 5 football at 
the first attempt 

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating another win to close that gap to 
the top five sides in the Uhlsport Hellenic 
League Premier Division. 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 

Paul Gerrish  

GOOD 
AFTERNOON itôs 
a pleasure to welcome 
our supporters along with 

the players, officials and supporters from 
Hereford Lads Club FC to the Sustain 
Stadium today for our Hellenic Premier 
League fixture.    Lads Club usually bring a 
good away support and we enjoy having 
them in attendance.  

This game comes straight after our success 
if the 1st Round of the FA Vase.   Although 
probably not a classic encounter, two well 
taken goals and a solid defensive 
performance saw us come from behind to 
claim a 2-1 win against Elburton Villa and 
progress in to the 2nd Round where will be 
entertaining fellow Hellenic Premier League 
team Longlevens.   Given current league 
positions, we have to consider that a 
favorable draw and a good opportunity to 
once again progress in to the 3rd Round of 
the National competition. 

Unfortunately, the Womenôs team were less 
fortunate in the FA Cup final Preliminary 
fixture against AFC Stoneham, going down 
1-0 in somewhat controversial 
circumstances in a closely fought 
encounter.  Itôs been a great run for the 
team but now their attentions are fixed on a 
top-of-the-table clash tomorrow at home to 
Poole Town with the reverse fixture the 
following week. 

The third home fixture for the senior section 
last week saw the Development team come 
out comfortable 4-1 victors against near 
neighbours Malmesbury Vics.   Their recent 
good run sees them sit a very creditable 4th 
place in the Wilts League 

As with last week, we have another three 
senior fixtures at home this weekend.   In 
addition to our game against Hereford Lads 
Club and the Women against Poole, the 
Dev team are once again on the AGP 
against last seasonôs champions 
Trowbridge Town who will be looking to start 
climbing the table ï another tough fixture. 

Multiple home games over two consecutive 
weekends obviously puts pressure on the 
volunteer base, not helped when the 
Chairman is sitting in Germany!   Big thanks 
to all those who helped out and to quote a 
message from the Elburton Villa Chairman ï 
óYour club is a great example of how a club 
should be ran, this is down to those that run 
it.ô  

I hope you enjoy the game and look forward 
to seeing you again soon. 

Pˉ˃ʕ 
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 

Gio Wrona 
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Opponents History  

Hereford Lads Club  

The Hereford Lads Club was founded in 
1925 for under privileged boys by Mr J 
Mackay with the aim of providing Young boys 
with the means to become men through sport 
emphasising gentlemanly conduct and good 
sportsmanship and originally catered for 
gymnastics and boxing before developing 
cricket & junior football teams. 
 

In January 1940 Hereford Lads Club was 
destroyed by fire and sadly all early records 
were lost. Thankfully the club was rebuilt on 
its present site overlooking Widemarsh 
Common after the land was generously 
donated by Mr W R Bufton together with 
donations from many local businessmen. In 
the 1960ôs & 1970ôs Hereford Lads Club 
blossomed and was attended by as many as 
170 young people per night creating a great 
community spirit. 
 

Today we have a thriving junior football 
section with boys & girls from u8 up to 
u17.Our football development centre has 
boys & girls up to the age of 8.We currently 
have 24 Boys & girls teams ranging from u9ôs 
to u17ôs in the Herefordshire Junior football 
League. We also have 3 senior menôs teams, 
the first team Play in the Uhlsport Hellenic 
Premier Division, the Reserves play in the 
Premier Division of the Herefordshire 
Football League & the Colts play in Division 
2. 
 

All our managers, coaches & officials are 
Volunteers who are fully trained & CRB 
checked. We work hard to provide 
opportunities for young people to develop 
their skills in sport. 
 

Our first team joined the West Midland 
Regional League Division 2 from the 
Herefordshire Premier League in 2011/12 
season, when Manager Danny Moon & his 
assistant Rich Jones decided to try and push 
the club up through the football pyramid. 
That season saw the team finish as runners-
up in Division Two and also make the league 
cup final. The following season they secured 

a third place finish and this time were 
promoted to Division One of the West 
Midlands Regional League.  
 

Thereafter it was a period of steady 
improvement. They finished in 10th place in 
their first season in Division One in 2013-14. 
The following season in 2014-15 they 
improved achieving a fifth place finish. 
 

That continuous improvement was to carry 
on as the following season in 2015-16 they 
finished as runners-up in Division One of the 
West Midland Regional League. They were 
to go one better the following season 
finishing as champions of Division One and 
achieving promotion to the Premier Division.  
They also made the final of the Herefordshire 
County Cup Final but were defeated by 
Hereford in the final.  
 

Season 2017-18 saw them in the Premier 
Division for the first time achieving a 
respectable 12th place finish. They once 
again made the Herefordshire County Cup 
Final but again fell at the final hurdle losing 
heavily to Hereford in the final.  
 

A seventh place finish in Season 2018-19 in 
the West Midlands Regional League Premier 
Division saw them moved across to the 
Hellenic League for Season 2019-20. At the 
time that season was curtailed they sat in 3rd 
place in the table.  
 

They were going well again in 2020-21 when 
that season was also curtailed and were in 
4th place. Herefordshire were one of the few 
counties to complete their County Cup and 
Hereford Lads club ended their run of 
defeats in the final by defeating fellow 
Hellenic side Westfields 4-2 in the final. 
Those two top four finishes in the two 
curtailed seasons were also enough to see 
them promoted to the Hellenic Premier 
Division. 



у 

 

Todayõs Opponents  

Hereford Lads Club This Season  
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Todayõs Opponents  

Hereford Lads Club Stats  

Apps Goals Yellow Red 2Y Red Sin Bin

1  Matthew James 16 2

2  Drew Heffernan 15 1

3  Brandon Jennings 15 3 4

4  Kieran Dovey 14 2 3

5  James Hancocks 14 2 2

6  Tom Dawson 13 4

7  Ross Grimshaw 13 1

8  Samuel Judge 13 2 2

9  Jamie Cuthbertson 12 2

10  Cameron Godsall 12 5

11  Kiea Cowley-Hair 11 1 1

12  Cameron Marsh 10 2

13  Arwyn Walby 10 2

14  Sam Hunt 8 1 3 1 1

15  Travis Thompson 8

16  Sam Plane 7 1

17  Jude Cook 5 1

18  Daniel Gayner 5 1

19  Adam Hockey 5 1 1

20  Billy Rosser 4

21  Toby Bobryzcki 3

22  Mason Godsall 3 3 1

23  Josh Bull 2

24  Jack Mayo-Evans 2

25  Robert Whitlock 2

26  Matthew Williams 2

27  Alex Lancett 1

28  Morgan Millard 1

29  Zac Sirrell 1

Discipline Table

Hereford Lads Club Season 2023-24
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RWBTFC Wins 

3 
Lads Club Wins 

0 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Hereford Lads Club  

Season Date Comp

2019-20 28-Sep-19 BICC Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Hereford Lads Club 3

Bassett Scorer: Bohane 

2021-22 28-Aug-21 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Hereford Lads Club 1

Bassett Scorers: McIntosh, Bennett, Griffin

2021-22 8-Jan-22 League Hereford Lads Club 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorers: N/A

2022-23 26-Nov-23 League Hereford Lads Club 3 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett Scorers: Packer, Talmash

2022-23 11-Feb-23 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3 Hereford Lads Club 1

Bassett Scorers: Jones 2, Griffin

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Spalding, Corcoran, Bennett, Robinson, Presley, Bampton, 

Jones, Taylor, Gallagher. Subs: Griffin, James, Chilcott, Timbrell, Bunce

Match Details

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Morris, Ockwell, Corcoran, Dodson, Bampton, Mills, Packer, Davidson, 

Gallagher, Ouldridge. Subs: Griffin, Rea, Wrona

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, Corcoran, Golding, Spalding, Packer, Whelan, Taylor, 

Talmash, Wrona, Presley. Subs: Griffin, McCrae

Bassett Team: Cavanagh, Miller, Ockwell, Corcoran, Chilcott, Bampton, McIntosh, Robinson, 

Taylor, Griffin, Ouldridge. Subs: Bennett, Skinner, Wrona

Bassett Team: Sawyer, Bradbury, Jackson, Richards, Roper, Davoile, Presley, Francis, Langford, 

Bohane, Bennett. Subs: Wright, Phillips
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Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  

Saturday 26 November 2022 

Bassett suffer late Lads Club 
loss 
 

Hereford Lads Club 3 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 

 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town slipped to 
eighth in the Hellenic League Premier 
Division after suffering a 3-2 defeat away at 
Hereford Lads Club. 

Lads Club twice came from behind before 
snatching a winner two minutes before the 
end of normal time courtesy of a well taken 
Adam Hockey goal. 

The loss is Bassett' first in five league 
matches and Sam Collier will be frustrated 
that his side failed to hold on for what would 
have been a fourth consecutive draw. 

There will also be frustration that Bassett 
failed to hold on to two leads. In recent 
weeks, Bassett have been the experts at 
coming from behind to salvage a result. This 
time though they got a taste of their own 
medicine. 

Bassett initially went 1-0 up midway through 
the opening period as Sam Packer rose to 
head home from a corner. 

But Lads Club were on terms eight minutes 
before half time as they took advantage of a 
set piece, James Hancocks heading from a 
teasing free kick played in from the right 
edge of the area. 

The game therefore seemed set to head 
into half time with the score 1-1. But Bassett 
produced a fine goal to go into the break in 
front. Rhys Talmash played a one-two with 
Alfie Presley on the halfway line and left 
home defender Henry Dyde staring at his 
heels as he raced clear on goal. Forced 
wide by 'keeper Steve Bell, there was still 
work for the forward to do, but he kept his 
nerve to slot in from an acute angle. 

The advantage the visitors held didn't last 
for long though. 

Six minutes into the second half the hosts 
were awarded a soft seeming penalty and 
Brandon Jennings squeezed a left-footed 
effort into the bottom corner, just out of the 
reach of Matt Crowther who guessed 
correctly. 

It remained 2-2 until late on, with Bassett 
unable to see out the game for what would 
have been a handy draw. 

Lads Club caught Bassett on the break and 
substitute Adam Hockey swivelled on the 
edge of the area before arrowing a low drive 
into the bottom right corner. 

Last Away League Game  

v Hereford Lads Club  
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Todayõs Opponents 

Hereford Lads Club  

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Cribbs 38 32 4 2 94 15 100

2 Malvern Town 38 29 5 4 110 45 92

3 Corsham Town 38 28 7 3 97 31 91

4 Worcester Raiders 38 23 7 8 103 48 76

5 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 8 11 67 50 65

6 Roman Glass St George 38 19 7 12 76 47 64

7 Westfields 38 18 10 10 67 42 64

8 Hereford Pegasus 38 18 5 15 69 68 59

9 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 14 10 14 75 62 52

10 Wantage Town 38 14 8 16 70 67 50

11 Mangotsfield United 38 15 4 19 58 70 49

12 Longlevens AFC 38 12 6 20 54 63 42

13 Fairford Town 38 12 5 21 54 66 41

14 Shrivenham 38 11 5 22 42 94 38

15 Lydney Town 38 10 7 21 47 91 37

16 Thornbury Town 38 10 5 23 49 76 35

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 10 4 24 47 83 34

18 Tuffley Rovers 38 9 6 23 48 84 33

19 Bradford Town 38 7 6 25 45 93 27

20 Chipping Sodbury Town 38 6 9 23 42 119 27

2022-2023 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Herefordshire Prem n/a n/a 26 8 7 11 51 51 31 8 out of 14 Not known

2009/10 Herefordshire Prem n/a n/a 22 6 6 10 33 44 24 9 out of 12 Not known

2010/11 Herefordshire Prem n/a n/a 24 15 4 5 46 26 49 2 out of 13 Not known

2011/12 West Midlands Div 2 n/a n/a 26 16 5 5 64 29 53 2 out of 14 Not known

2012/13 West Midlands Div 2 n/a n/a 27 16 7 4 65 37 55 3 out of 15 Not known

2013/14 West Midlands Div 1 n/a n/a 30 12 2 16 58 68 38 10 out of 16 Not known

2014/15 West Midlands Div 1 n/a n/a 28 15 2 11 46 48 47 5 out of 15 Not known

2015/16 West Midlands Div 1 n/a n/a 32 21 4 7 77 37 67 2 out of 17 Not known

2016/17 West Midlands Div 1 n/a n/a 30 26 2 2 121 32 80 1 out of 16 Not known

2017/18 West Midlands Prem n/a 1QR 38 16 3 19 73 90 51 12 out of 20 Not known

2018/19 West Midlands Prem n/a 2nd 38 19 6 13 80 52 63 7 out of 20 K. Cowley-Hair 16

2019/20 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a n/a 21 13 6 2 76 28 45 3 out of 16 J. Hancocks 19

2020/21 Hellenic Div 1 West n/a n/a 9 5 1 3 26 19 16 4 out of 15 T. Bendall & A. Hockey 9

2021/22 Hellenic Premier EP 1QR 38 14 4 20 73 80 46 13 out of 20

2022/23 Hellenic Premier EP 2QR 38 10 4 24 47 83 34 17 out of 20

427 212 63 152 936 724

49.6% 14.8% 35.6%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

72 29 17 26 130 121 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 40.3% 23.6% 36.1%

53 32 12 9 129 66 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 60.4% 22.6% 17.0%

120 74 10 36 302 185 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 61.7% 8.3% 30.0%

76 35 9 32 153 142 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 46.1% 11.8% 42.1%

30 18 7 5 102 47 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 60.0% 23.3% 16.7%

76 24 8 44 120 163 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 31.6% 10.5% 57.9%

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Hellenic Premier Division

K. Cowley-Hair, L. Ellis & 

C. Peters 8

Hereford Lads Club Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons 
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Hellenic Division 1 West

Herefordshire League - Prem

West Midlands (Regional)  Div 1

West Midlands (Regional)  Div 2

West Midlands (Regional)  Prem



мо 

 

Todayõs Opponents  

Hereford Lads Club  

FOUNDED  

1925 

GROUND  

County Ground, Widemarsh 

Common, Hereford, HR4 9NA  

  

MAJOR HONOURS  

West Midlands Regional 

League Division One Winners 

2016-17 

West Midlands Regional 

League Division One Winners 

2015-16 

West Midland Regional 

League Division Two 

Runners -up 2011 -12 

West Midland Regional 

League Cup Runners -up  

2011-12 

Herefordshire League 

Division One Winners 2002 -03 

Herefordshire County Cup 

Winners 2020 -21 

Herefordshire County Cup 

Runners -up 2016 -17, 2017-18 

CHAIR  

Mike Shaw  

CLUB SECRETARY  

Sandra Mifflin 

MANAGER  

Danny Moon  
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Last  Home League Game  

v Hereford Lads Club  
Saturday 6 February 2023 

Jones double makes it three in 
a row 
 

Hereford Lads Club 3 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town made it three 
wins in a row in the Hellenic League 
Premier Division with a deserved - and 
important - 3-1 triumph at home against 
Hereford Lads Club. 

Matt Jones' first half double set Bassett on 
their way, while Alan Griffin's tap in midway 
through the second half gave Sam Collier's 
side enough of a cushion to not have to 
worry too much after Henry Dyde pulled one 
back for the visitors with ten minutes 
remaining. 

The result ensured Bassett exacted revenge 
over Lads Club for a 3-2 defeat suffered in 
Hereford back in November. And it was a 
vital three points too, opening up a ten point 
gap between the teams, while, more 
importantly, closing the gap to Hereford 
Pegasus - who are the visitors to the 
Sustain Stadium next Saturday - to just a 
single point. 

A Hereford double will therefore be 
Bassett's aim. Repeat the quality 
performance that produced victory against 
Lads Club, and that should hopefully be 
achieved. 

It certainly helped that Bassett got off to the 
perfect start, taking the lead inside the 
opening two minutes. 

It was a well worked goal too with Bailey 
Gallagher involved at the beginning and end 
of the move. Pressing hard, the left winger 
was able to force a turnover in possession 
with the ball being worked out to Jowan 
Partridge on the right. The defender 
delivered a cross from the deep that 

Gallagher then successfully kept in play, 
before cutting back to Jones, who 
dispatched a fine curling effort beyond 
Steve Bell from the edge of the area. 

Taking confidence from that early goal, 
Bassett were on top throughout the 
remainder of the half. Lads Club did 
threaten from time to time with diagonal 
balls forward asking questions of the 
Bassett defence - but that failed to 
materialise into any real chances of note. 

Instead it was Bassett who appeared far 
likelier to extend their advantage with 
dangerous opportunities fashioned at 
regular intervals. 

Driving forward with intent, Gallagher almost 
forced Jamie Cuthbertson to turn into his 
own net on 12 minutes before a powerful 
Jones drive was well held by Bell after the 
Bassett playmaker danced past his marker 
on the edge of the box. 

The chances continued just before the half 
hour mark when a run into space and neat 
one-two with Alfie Presley opened up a one-
on-one opportunity for left back Louis 
Spalding, with Bell needing to tip around the 
near post. 

The resulting corner was only half cleared 
and Gallagher, with a speculative shot from 
deep on the left side, forced an outstretched 
Bell to scramble clear with the ball 
seemingly destined for the top corner. 

A goalline block then denied Dave Bampton 
as he rose at the far post to powerfully head 
another Jones corner towards goal. 

Lads Club were therefore lucky not to be 
further behind - and they almost drew level 
with 44 minutes on the clock as Cuthbertson 
struck narrowly wide from close range after 
Adam Hockey's low corner caused panic in 
the box. 

Soon enough though Bassett were 2-0 up. 
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The visitors had breathed a sigh of relief 
when Bell denied Matt Bennett after the 
veteran forward seized on a wayward 
Jordan Burke pass and bore down on goal. 
But, enduring a poor couple of minutes, 
Burke was soon guilty of scything down 
Gallagher in the box when he need not have 
made a challenge. It was a clear penalty 
and Jones kept his cool, placing the spot 
kick into the left corner beyond Bell, who 
guessed correctly. 

Bassett started the second period with the 
same confidence that they had 
demonstrated in the opening half, and Chris 
Taylor and Gallagher both came close to a 
third early on. 

However, the visitors grew into a game that 
increasingly opened up. 

And an incisive counter on 55 minutes 
ended with Jack Harding flashing narrowly 
over with a powerful 20 yard strike. 

Shortly after, an unmarked Mason Godsall 
failed to hit the target from close range 
following a Harding cut back. 

Bassett weren't helped by the fact they were 
forced into three substitutions due to injury. 
Presley had departed late in the first half, 
replaced by Alan Griffin, while centre halves 
Adam Corcoran and Dave Bampton both 
limped off in the second half. 

The latter two injuries forced Collier to 
reshuffle his defensive line, relying on the 
talented - but very inexperienced - pairing of 
Partridge and Sonny James to see out the 
game at centre back for the final 25 
minutes. 

 

Both acquitted themselves well, though their 
job was made somewhat easier with a third 
goal at the other end that arrived with 
quarter of an hour to go. 

It followed a fine move featuring Taylor, 
Bennett and Griffin. Their combined age 
may exceed 100, but the experienced trio 
showed the quality they still possess. 

Taylor clipped a perfect pass into the right 
corner behind the Lads Club defence for 
Bennett. After racing towards the byline, 
Bennett then played a precise pass across 
the six yard box that split the gap between 
Bell and his defence. And Griffin - stretching 
out as far as his body would allow - was on 
hand to guide the ball into the roof of the net 
from close range. 

Seemingly out of the game, the visitors 
quickly grabbed a goal back as Dyde raced 
onto Hockey's quick pass in behind the 
defence, rounded Matt Crowther and tapped 
home. 

But Bassett, despite disappointed to miss 
out on a clean sheet, were not shaken by 
conceding and saw out the remaining 
minutes. 

Collier and his team now have three league 
triumphs in a row. And there's an excellent 
chance to make it five with upcoming home 
fixtures against Pegasus and Longlevens. 

If Bassett are to claim a top six finish, these 
are games - like that against Lads Club - 
that they need to win. 
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Matt Bennett, Gio Wrona & Adam Corcoran 
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Player sponsorship for Season 2023-24 costs Ã50. To secure 

your player contact Chairman Paul Gerrish. 
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