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Club Directory 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 

GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League Premier Division fixture 
against Thornbury Town. A warm welcome to 
all our visitors who have made the journey 
from Bristol, we hope you enjoy your short 
stay with us this evening and we wish you a 
safe journey home. 

Our record against tonightôs visitors is an 
impressive one with six wins from six, 
although penalties were needed to decide 
matters in the last encounter between the 
sides in the Bluefin Insurance Challenge Cup 
last season. Hopefully we can continue that 
good record here this evening but we will 
certainly need to be at our best to make sure 
we get the three points from tonightôs 
encounter. 

It seems a very long time since we were last 
at home in the league, indeed it is over five 
weeks since we played a Uhlsport Hellenic 
League Premier Division fixture at the 
Sustain Stadium. We have gone three 
Saturdayôs without a game in that period and 
I really do not understand why games are not 
being scheduled, certainly after the early FA 
Cup and FA Vase rounds. I suspect Sam and 
the lads already had all their Christmas 
shopping sorted before the end of 
September. 

The one game that has taken place here at 
the Sustain Stadium was in the Wiseman 
Floodlit Cup where we progressed to the next 
round courtesy of a comfortable 3-0 win 
against Swindon Supermarine. Two goals for 
the returning Brad Pagliaroli who seems to 
be playing for about ten different teams this 
season! 

This cup win was then followed by a 4-2 
away win at arch rivals Fairford Town, where 
an impressive first half showing saw us score 
four times in the opening half. Brad was once 
again on the score sheet and will no doubt 
have enjoyed the goal given the disgraceful 
stamping incident he suffered at the same 

ground a few seasons back. Having raced 
into such a big lead at the break we can be 
forgiven for possibly taking our foot off the 
gas and we allowed Fairford to score two of 
their own, but the game had effectively been 
won with that impressive first half showing.  

That away win at Fairford was followed by a 
first ever meeting with Pershore Town who 
were promoted to the Premier Division at the 
end of last season. Trailing 2-0 we came 
back to level things up at 2-2 but 
unfortunately conceded a third and suffered 
our third league defeat of the season. As a 
result of the defeat we slipped five places in 
the table but have games in hand over five of 
the six teams above us in the table. Match 
reports from all three games are included in 
tonightôs programme. 

Since the last programme the Development 
Team have played four games, winning three 
and losing one. A 4-0 away win against 
Salisbury Development was followed by a 4-1 
home victory over Shrivenham. Then on 
Saturday the Dev Team fell to a 4-2 defeat at 
high flying Pewsey Vale and currently sit in 
fifth place in the table having made a much 
better start than last season. 

Another side having a much better season 
are the Womenôs side who have opened their 
campaign with five straight wins, three in the 
league and two in the FA Cup. Those two FA 
Cup victories have seen the Womenôs side 
win Ã4,800 in prize money with a guaranteed 
further Ã1,000 from the next round, although 
another win would bring in a further Ã4,000 
plus a further Ã1,500 guaranteed from the 
next round. If you see the Club Treasurer 
with a smile on his face you will know the 
reason why. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating another win to maintain our  
100% winning record against Thornbury 
Town and a return to winning ways after 
Saturdayôs defeat. 

Mˉʿʔ 



р 

 

Club 

Noticeboard  

WILTSHIRE FA ôYOUR 
GAMEõ EVENT - 25-26 
OCTOBER 

The Wiltshire FA will be hosting a free 'Your 
Game' event at Swindon Supermarine on 
Wednesday 25 and Thursday 26 October. 
The event is aimed at those aged 14-24 who 
would like to learn about roles in football 
outside of playing. 

Those attending will have the opportunity to 
meet experts from all levels of the game and 
try roles such as refereeing, coaching, club 
administration, youth leadership, media and 
marketing, as well as much more. 

The event covers roles in football outside of 
playing, so if you are looking to start 
volunteering or working in the game, then this 
is for you. 

This event, which takes places from 10am to 
4pm on both days, is free to attend and those 
who are there will be provided with England 
Football kit tops and a free lunch. 

If you would like to attend, please sign up 
here before 5pm on Monday 6 October: 
http://bit.ly/your_game_swindon. 

 

SOCCER SKILLS ACADEMY 
OCTOBER HOLIDAY CAMP  

The Soccer Skills Academy, operated by club 
partners Wiltshire Football Academy, will be 
holding a five-day holiday camp at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground during the October 
school holidays. 

The camp will take place from Monday 23 to 
Friday 27 October. 

Sessions will be held on the AGP pitch and 
run from 9.30am to 2.30pm each day, with 
the Sports Ground open from 8.45am for 
parents to drop their children off. 

The camp is open to boys and girls in school 
years reception through year 11 of all abilities 
and will be overseen by Wiltshire Football 
Academy's team of expert coaches. Cost for 
the camp is Ã18 per child per day. 

As courses are usually oversubscribed a first 
come, first served policy will be in place. 
Parents and guardians are therefore advised 
to book early to avoid disappointment. A 
secure booking form can be found on the 
Wiltshire Sports Academy website. For 
further information please visit the Soccer 
Skills Academy page on the Club website or 
contact Nick Bolton. 
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 

Chris Taylor  
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Opponents History  

Thornbury Town 
It is understood that football has been played in 
Thornbury from around 1898 and formerly known 
as Thornbury Sports became Thornbury Town FC 
in the early 1970ôs. 

1968-69 we became founder members of the 
Gloucestershire County League and spectator 
figures in excess of 500 were regularly recorded. In 
1971 the club finished third in the Gloucestershire 
County League and was accepted into the 
Western League. However, due to difficulties in 
bringing the facilities up to the leagues required 
standards were unable to take the next step up. 
Relegation to the Bristol Premier Combination 
League unfortunately followed in 1976-77. 

The following 20+ years saw Thornbury Town 
strive to regain their former status, never really 
threatening to take the Premier Combination title. 
The only success during these lean years was 
reaching the final of the GFA Senior Amateur Cup 
in 1985-86 and 1989-90 unfortunately on both 
occasions loserôs medals were received. 

During the late 1990ôs, the Club maintained its 
strong focus on developing local talent and this 
eventually bore fruit in 1999 when the final of the 
Stroud Charity Cup was reached, losing narrowly 
to Dursley Town. 2001-02 season saw the 
management team of Dave Wiffill and Steve 
Burbage take the reins, which brought instant 
success winning the Bristol Premier Combination 
title by 13 points and a return to the 
Gloucestershire County League. This followed a 
run of thirteen consecutive league wins a club 
record, which still stands to this day. The league 
and cup double eluded the club when they were 
defeated by Sea Mills in the League Cup Final.  

In preparation for the return to County League 
football the summer of 2002 saw a lot of hard work 
undertaken on the Mundy facilities with the building 
of dug-outs, improved drainage and revamping of 
the dressing rooms. All this work appeared to have 
been worth while with the club establishing itself 
back in the Gloucestershire County league with a 
creditable 7th league position for the next three 
seasons. Silverware did come our way in 2003-04 
when we defeated Taverners on penalties, after a 
2-2 draw, to lift the Stroud Charity Cup. The 2003-
04 season, also saw the formation of an Under-
18ôs side in order to maintain Youth development 
within the club and they gained entry to the 
Gloucester County Youth League. 

Following a number of indifferent seasons when 
relegation back to the Bristol Premier Combination 

league was only just averted in 2006ï07, a new 
management committee and first team 
management were appointed. Dave Lippiatt took 
over as first team manager, coming to the club 
from Sea Mills Park bringing with him Carl Derosa 
as his assistant. With an initial three / four year 
strategy, which came to fruition during the 2009-10 
season when after a steady first half to the season 
a tremendous winning run of ten league games 
saw the Surridge Gloucestershire County League 
title won for the first time in the clubs history.  2010 
also saw the milestone achievement of the long 
awaited coming together of the two local football 
clubs ñThornbury Town FCò and ñThornbury 
Falcons FCò now under one club management 
umbrella of Thornbury Town FC without losing the 
heritage and identity of Thornbury Falcons. This 
will further enhance the long term development 
within the local community for junior, youth and 
senior football.    

In the 2010-11 season the final of the Les James 
Cup Final was reached, which resulted in a penalty 
shoot-out disappointment against Henbury Town. 
2013-14 saw the U18ôs in their highest league 
position in the Gloucestershire County Youth 
League finishing runners-up, which was a 
tremendous achievement for the team and 
managers Simon Pirie and Mark Franklin. 

The 2014-15 season was a very successful season 
finishing 4th in the league and winning the Les 
James Cup for the first time in the Clubôs history. 
Andy Davies continued to produce a team of 
quality which resulted in a third 4th-place in a row 
in Season 2016-17. 2017-18 saw the club finally 
succeed in their quest win the Gloucestershire 
County League. After a lot of work behind the 
scenes to gain planning permission for the 
required ground improvements, the club were 
accepted into the Hellenic League for the first time 
in our history. 

Our first season in the Hellenic League saw us 
finish a creditable 3rd in Div 1 West and win the 
Supplementary Cup. 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 
seasons were ruled null and void due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic with the team poised to 
gain promotion. A restructuring of the football 
pyramid has placed us in the Hellenic Premier 
Division. With a management team of Richard 
Joyce and Gary Kemp in place we look forward to 
the season ahead and wish all teams the best of 
luck in their endeavours. 

. 
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Todayõs Opponents  

Thornbury Town 

FOUNDED  

1898 

 

GROUND  

Mundy Playing Fields, 

Kington Lane, Thornbury, 

BS351NA   

 

MAJOR HONOURS  

Hellenic League 

Supplementary Cup Winners 

2018-19 

Gloucestershire County 

League Winners                 

2009-10 and 2017 -18 

Gloucs County League  

Les James Cup Winners           

2014-15 and 2017 -18  

Bristol Premier Combination 

Prem Div Winners  

1956-57 and 2001 -02 

Bristol Premier Combination 

Div Two Winners 1965 -66 

Bristol & District League 

Division Three Champions 

1949-50 

 

CHAIRMAN  

Pete Webber  

CLUB SECRETARY  

Mark Franklin  

MANAGER  

Richard Joyce  



ф 

 

Todayõs Opponents  

Thornbury Town 
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RWBTFC Wins 

0 
Thornbury Town 

Wins 

0 

 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Thornbury Town 

Season Date Comp

2021-22 7-Aug-21 FAC Thornbury Town 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4

Bassett Scorers: Ouldridge,Bampton,  Griffin, Moore

2021-22 4-Sep-21 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2 Thornbury Town 0

Bassett Scorers:  Griffin 2

2021-22 5-Feb-22 League Thornbury Town 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 5

Bassett scorers:  Packer 2, Gallagher, Mills, Presley

2022-23 16-Aug-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4 Thornbury Town 1

Bassett scorers:  Presley, Spalding, Ouldridge, Bennett

2022-23 27-Sep-22 League Thornbury Town 0 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett scorers:  Presley

2022-23 27-Sep-22 BICC Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Thornbury Town 1

Bassett scorers:  Chilcott (Royal W.Bassett Town won on penalties)

Bassett Team:  Crowther, Chilcott, Spalding, Partridge, Guthrie, Wrona, Beeden, 

Gallagher, H.Walters, Timbrell, Jones. Subs: Griffin, Robertson, Spackman, Bowen

Match Details

Bassett Team:  Cavanagh, Chilcott, Dodson, Corcoran, Morris, Taylor, Gallagher, Packer, 

Bampton, Ouldridge, Mills. Subs: Ockwell, Wrona, Presley

Bassett Team: Alexander, Chilcott, Dodson, Corcoran, Robinson, Taylor, Selman, 

Bampton, Griffin, Ouldridge, Moore. Subs: Wrona, Miller, Gallagher

Bassett Team:  Ellis, Corcoran, Skinner, Dodson, Ockwell, Taylor, Gallagher, Bampton, 

Griffin, Ouldridge, Wona. Subs: Moore, Cordery, Robinson

Bassett Team:  Crowther, Chilcott, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Robinson, Presley, 

Ouldridge, Gallagher, Whelan, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Beeden, Wrona, Afenya.

Bassett Team:  Crowther, Chilcott, Spalding, Matthews, Bampton, Presley, Taylor, 

Ouldridge, Gallagher, Bennett, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Elms, Robinson, Igninobaro
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Tuesday 21 February 2023 

Crowther Saves Cup Hopes 

 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 

Thornbury Town 1 
 

Matt Crowther was the hero as Royal 
Wootton Bassett Town booked a Bluefin 
Sports Challenge Cup quarter final place 
after edging out Thornbury Town 4-2 on 
penalties in a closely fought third round tie. 

Crowther saved twice in the shootout, while 
Bailey Gallagher, Alan Griffin, Scott Chilcott 
and Jon Beeden all scored to secure 
Bassett's safe passage to the last eight - and 
to keep alive hopes of a first cup final 
appearance in 22 seasons for the club's 
Men's First Team. 

That drought was in danger of continuing 
after Harry Brock's second half equaliser 
cancelled out Chilcott's first half opener. 

The fourth time this season Bassett have 
had a cup tie decided through the lottery of 
penalties, Sam Collier's side were ultimately 
able to avoid a third straight defeat in such 
circumstances courtesy of Crowther's 
heroics. 

With Bassett on course for their highest ever 
league finish and having already matched 
their best run in the FA Vase, reaching a cup 
final would add further to what has already 
been an excellent season. 

Just two games now stand between Bassett 
and such an achievement. 

Previous Encounters - Last Meeting  

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Todayõs Opponents 

Thornbury Town 

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Cribbs 38 32 4 2 94 15 100

2 Malvern Town 38 29 5 4 110 45 92

3 Corsham Town 38 28 7 3 97 31 91

4 Worcester Raiders 38 23 7 8 103 48 76

5 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 8 11 67 50 65

6 Roman Glass St George 38 19 7 12 76 47 64

7 Westfields 38 18 10 10 67 42 64

8 Hereford Pegasus 38 18 5 15 69 68 59

9 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 14 10 14 75 62 52

10 Wantage Town 38 14 8 16 70 67 50

11 Mangotsfield United 38 15 4 19 58 70 49

12 Longlevens AFC 38 12 6 20 54 63 42

13 Fairford Town 38 12 5 21 54 66 41

14 Shrivenham 38 11 5 22 42 94 38

15 Lydney Town 38 10 7 21 47 91 37

16 Thornbury Town 38 10 5 23 49 76 35

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 10 4 24 47 83 34

18 Tuffley Rovers 38 9 6 23 48 84 33

19 Bradford Town 38 7 6 25 45 93 27

20 Chipping Sodbury Town 38 6 9 23 42 119 27

2022-2023 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division

FAC FAV Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Gloucs County N/a N/a 32 11 8 13 50 50 41 9 out of 17 S. Alexander 12

2009/10 Gloucs County N/a N/a 34 22 6 6 90 36 72 1 out of 18 S. Alexander 25

2010/11 Gloucs County N/a N/a 32 9 8 15 48 56 35 13 out of 17 S. Alexander 12

2011/12 Gloucs County N/a N/a 34 11 3 20 46 59 36 16 out of 18 S. Alexander 9

2012/13 Gloucs County N/a N/a 36 12 4 20 50 66 40 14 out of 19 S. Alexander & D. Thompson 8

2013/14 Gloucs County N/a N/a 34 9 6 19 47 67 33 16 out of 18 D. Thompson 10

2014/15 Gloucs County N/a N/a 34 18 6 10 67 54 60 4 out of 18 C. Lancastle 13

2015/16 Gloucs County N/a N/a 32 20 5 7 64 29 65 4 out of 17 C. Lancastle 27

2016/17 Gloucs County N/a N/a 32 18 5 9 67 43 59 4 out of 17 C. Lancastle 21

2017/18 Gloucs County N/a N/a 32 26 4 2 95 22 82 1 out of 17 C. Lancastle 42

2018/19 Hellenic Div 1 West N/a N/a 22 15 3 4 65 23 48 3 out of 12 C. Lancastle 32

2019/20 Hellenic Div 1 West EPR 2nd 16 12 0 4 55 29 36 7* out of 16 C. Lancastle 32

2020/21 Hellenic Div 1 West EPR 2QR 9 5 3 1 19 9 18 2* out of 15 C. Lancastle 5

2021/22 Hellenic Premier EPR 1QR 38 10 8 20 46 73 38 14 out of 20 B. Benjamin 10

2022/23 Hellenic Premier 36 9 5 22 46 74 32 15 out of 20 H. Brock 11

453 207 74 172 855 690 * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

45.7% 16.3% 38.0%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

332 156 55 121 624 482 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 47.0% 16.6% 36.4%

47 32 6 9 139 61 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 68.1% 12.8% 19.1%

74 19 13 42 92 147 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 25.7% 17.6% 56.8%Hellenic League Premier

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Hellenic League Div 1 West

Thornbury Town Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Gloucestershire County League
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The Gaffer Talking to  

 

What Manager Sam Collier had to say to 
Your Sport Swindon ahead of last Saturdayôs 
trip to Pershore Townééé. 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town boss Sam 
Collier is gearing up for what he says will be 
his sideôs ñbiggest testò in the Hellenic 
Premier Division this weekend, writes 
George Nash. 

Bassett travel to fellow high-flyers Pershore 
Town on Saturday for what will be the first 
ever meeting between the two teams. 

Pershore have been something of the 
surprise package so far this season following 
their promotion to step five last term after 
claiming the Division One title. 

Currently occupying sixth spot on the table, 
just one place below Bassett, the 
Worcestershire-based club look set to 
challenge for back-to-back promotions. 

Collierôs men, however, have themselves 
enjoyed a strong start to the season, winning 
six of their opening eight league outings. 

Bassett have not played since Tuesday 19 
September when they beat local rivals 
Fairford Town 4-2. 

But the Bassett manager insists the break 
means his players will be raring to go on 
Saturday. 

Collier said: ñWeôre looking forward to the 
weekend having not played for a little while. 
The Fairford result was a positive one but 
thatôs gone now and we need to focus on the 
next game. 

ñPershore are flying. They havenôt lost many 
league games over the last couple of 
seasons so Iôm sure theyôll have aspirations 
of getting into the playoffs this term. 

ñSo we know itôs going to be extremely 
difficult. Theyôve had some big wins already 
this season against some of the better sides 
in this league. So it will probably be our 
biggest test so far. 

ñBut weôre going there full strength. Everyone 
is fit and ready to go so hopefully we can 
continue the good form that weôre in and pick 
some points as well.ò. 
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Tuesday 16 August 2022 

Bassett to the four as 
unbeaten start continues 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 4 

Thornbury Town 1 
 

Five games into the 2022-23 season and 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town's Men's First 
Team are still unbeaten. An impressive 4-1 
home triumph against Thornbury Town 
helped secure that achievement for Sam 
Collier's side as they also made it two wins 
from their opening three Hellenic League 
Premier Division fixtures. 

In an open contest whose entertainment 
value was enhanced by the cooler 
temperature and - much needed - rain that 
contributed towards a slick surface at the 
Sustain Stadium, Bassett powered to victory 
thanks to three second half goals. 

The home side had led at the break, with 
Alfie Presley connecting with a Bailey 
Gallagher cross to head Bassett in front 
after just eight minutes. 

But in truth it had been an even first half. 

Both sides passed the ball around well, with 
Thornbury appearing a much improved outfit 
from that which faced and lost to Bassett on 
three occasions during their debut step five 
campaign. 

Spearheaded by a dynamic central midfield 
performance from man of the match Jack 
Hobson-McVeigh, Chris Taylor and Tommy 
Ouldridge, Bassett did start to get on top as 
half time neared with debutant Luke 
Matthews forcing a good save from 
Mackenzie Welsh on the stroke of half time. 

That was a sign of things to come after the 
restart, with Bassett quick out of the blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Early pressure eventually told as brilliant 
work from Matt Bennett turned his marker 
inside out and the forward crossed to the far 
post where Louis Spalding was on hannd to 
head home just before the hour. 

Up to this point it had been all Bassett, but a 
lapse shortly after scoring almost allowed 
Thornbury to reduce their arrears with Matt 
Crowther forced to pay close attention to a 
shot that went narrowly wide. 

After Bennett had been thwarted by Welsh 
after a jinking run, the veterans marksman 
eventually got the goal his performance 
deserved as he started and finished a swift 
move. Bennett sprayed a crossfield pass to 
Gallagher whose fine cross was met by 
Bennett at the far post to make a third 
headed goal of the night for Bassett. 

The game was not yet over though. 

Thornbury grabbed a lifeline through a Luke 
Franklin stunner. And that seemed to 
unsettle Bassett for a period. 

However, any nerves were eventually 
settled when Kai Robinson wrested back 
possesion with a strong tackle. He then 
passed to Gallagher whose through ball split 
the Thornbury defence, allowing Ouldridge - 
who had timed his run perfectly - to latch on 
and coolly slot past Welsh. 

All in all, it continued what - on the whole - 
has been a strong start to the campaign 
results-wise, with this performance 
competing with that at Windsor for the 
honour of being the best so far this season. 

Last  Home League Game  

v Thornbury Town 
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Last Away League Game  

v Thornbury Town 
Saturday 27 September 2022 

Presley Strikes Early to Seal 
Double Double 

 
Thornbury Town 0 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 
 

It may not have been a game that lives long 
in the memory for those in attendance, and it 
certainly wasn't Royal Wootton Bassett 
Town's best performance of the season. But 
Sam Collier's side did enough to seal a 1-0 
win away at Thornbury Town - thus 
completing a league double over their 
opponents to follow on from that secured 
against Mangotsfield United last week. 

Alfie Presley's third minute goal was all that 
Bassett needed, the forward producing a 
powerful drive that home 'keeper Mackenzie 
Welsh was unable to prevent from going 
through his hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

The game produced little else of note, save 
for a first half sending off for Thornbury's 
Jack Sheppard-Cozens that limited the 
hosts' hopes of salvaging something from 
the game. Still without a win in the Hellenic 
League Premier Division this season, having 
to play the majority of the match a man short 
was not what they needed. 

For Bassett, the result lifts the team into the 
heady heights of third place. 

And next up is a challenge that Bassett 
should relish after such a strong start, with 
the visit of leaders Cribbs - who are currently 
unbeaten - to the Sustain Stadium. 
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Menõs First Team Squad 2023-24  

PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 
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PEN PICS AND SPONSORS 


