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Club Directory 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town FC 

Gerard Buxton Sports Ground, Brinkworth Road,  

Royal Wootton Bassett Town, Wiltshire SN4 8DS 

Tel: 01793 853880 

Official Website: www.rwbtfc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rwbtfc    Twitter: @RWBTFC 
 

Chairman: Paul Gerrish (07946 629483) paul.gerrish@wbtfc.co.uk 

Vice Chairman: Peter Yeardley 

Club Secretary: Ian Thomas (07714 718122) ian.thomas@wbtfc.co.uk 

Youth Section Secretary: Simon Jones (07779 934806) 

Treasurer : Mike Price 

Head of Menôs Section: Paul Davis 

Head of Womenôs Section:  Bryan Wood 

Head of Youth Section: Simon Jones 

Head of Veterans Section: Martin Ohrland 

Commercial Manager: Vacant 

Menôs First Team Manager: Sam Collier 

Women's Team Manager: Adam Wood 

Club Sports Therapist: Kara Gregory 

Menôs Dev Team Manager: Mark Simpkins 

President & Programme Editor: Mark Smedley 

Menôs First Team Match Secretary: Paul Curtis 

Press and Media Officer: Stuart Smedley 

Website Editor and Designer: Scott Smedley 

Welfare Officers:  Ian Thomas  

Respect Officer: Mandy Rouse 

Club Development Officer & Covid-19 Officer:  Vacant 

Photographers: Steve Green and Carlos Green 

Club Chaplain: John Maxwell 
 

Life Members 

Mick Woolford (1995), Rod Carter (2008), Roger Williamson (2008),          

Paul Harrison (2012), Pete Yeardley (2012), Ron Stone (2013),                  

Dave Topping (2016), Mark Smedley (2016), Bryan Wood (2017),               

Scott Smedley (2018), Stuart Smedley (2018), Gordon Reeves (2019) 

Paul Burke (2020), Dave Thomas (2021) 
 

First Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Winners 1998-91, 2000-01 

Wiltshire Senior Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1903-04, 1987-88 

Hellenic League Division 1 West Runners-up 2009-10, 2012-13 

Hellenic League Div 1 Cup Winners 1989-90, 1993-94 

Hellenic League Division 1 Cup Runners-up 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 1 Champions 1987-88 

Wiltshire County League Runners-up 1905-06 

Wiltshire County League Senior Cup Winners 1983-84 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Champions 1984-85 

Wiltshire County League Division 2 Runners-up 1978-79 

Wiltshire County League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1978-79 

Wiltshire League Division 1 Champions 1958-59 

Calne & District League Champions 1931-32, 1934-35, 1935-36 

Calne & District League Runners-up 1930-31 

Calne & District League Cup Winners 1934-35 

Calne & District League Cup Runners-up 1935-36 

Swindon & District League Advertiser Cup Runners-up 1902-03, 1904-05 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1933-34 
 

Reserve/Dev Team Honours 

Wiltshire Senior League Premier Division Champions 2021-22 

Hellenic League Reserves Division 2 West Champions 1994-95 

Wiltshire County League Division 4 Runners-up 1982-83 

Wiltshire County League Junior Cup Runners-up 1984-85, 1988-89, 2012-13 

Vale of White Horse League Cup Winners 1953-54 

Chippenham & District League Division 2 Champions 1957-58 
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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Tonightõs Game 

GOOD EVENING and  welcome  to 
the Sustain Stadium here at the Gerard 
Buxton Sports Ground for this Uhlsport 
Hellenic League Premier Division fixture 
against Mangotsfield United. A warm 
welcome to all our visitors who have made 
the journey from Mangotsfield, we hope you 
enjoy your short stay with us this evening and 
we wish you a safe journey home.  

The two sides met in our first game of the 
season in the prestigious FA Cup competition 
on August the 5th when Mangotsfield edged 
it thanks to a penalty and an injury time goal 
as we pushed for an equaliser which would 
have taken the game to a replay.  Hopefully 
we can reciprocate the excellent hospitality 
we received at the FA Cup game.  

Mangotsfield were the better side in the first 
half of that cup game but for me second half 
we took the game to them but without 
creating too many chances in the final third. 
When we did get behind a well marshalled 
defence we were unable to find a way past a 
very could keeper for this level. The 2-0 
defeat for us saw Mangotsfield progress to 
the Preliminary Round where they met Ascot 
United on Saturday on the 3G pitch next to 
the racecourse. Mangotsfieldôs interest in the 
competition was ended by last seasonôs FA 
Vase winners who ran out 5-1 winners. 

Whilst we have only been in the same league 
as Mangotsfield United for one complete 
season we have now met four times with 
Bassett having won twice and Mangotsfield 
twice, including a penalty shoot out  defeat to 
them in last seasonôs Wisemanôs Floodlit Cup 
after it had finished 0-0 at the end of 90 
minutes. 

In addition to those two FA Cup games 
played this season, Mangotsfield have played 
three games in the league, drawing 0-0 with 
Fairford Town in their opening game, losing 2
-1 to our local rivals Highworth Town and 
then beating Bristol based side Thornbury 
Town 4-1 in their last league game. We saw 
in the cup game what a good side 
Mangotsfield were and our 100% winning 
record in the league from our opening two 

games is likely to be severely tested tonight.  

Our last home game saw us come from 
behind to secure an excellent 2-1 win over a 
very good Slimbridge side who are likely to 
be there or thereabouts come the season 
end. We followed that up with a 4-0 away win 
at Wantage, a ground which has not been a 
happy hunting ground over the years, 
although we have now won twice on the 
bounce there. Those two wins mean we 
currently sit in sixth place in the table with 
games in hand over all the teams above us in 
the table. 

The Development side have made a decent 
start to the season winning two of the three 
games they have played so far. A 6-2 
opening day win over Shrewton United was 
followed by a 4-2 away defeat to Wroughton. 
On Saturday they returned to winning ways 
with a 5-0 away win against a side that they 
had lost to three times last season. This 
coming Saturday they are home to Larkhall 
Athletic Development who, at the time of 
writing have played just one game, defeating 
the reigning champions Trowbridge Town 3-
1. This season the Development side are 
permitted to enter the Wiltshire Senior Cup 
and they have been drawn at home to 
Blunsdon in the FAôs most prestigious cup 
competition whose winners include the likeôs 
of Swindon Town. 

The Womenôs side get their league season 
underway in just over a weekôs time when 
they travel to Purton. One of a number of 
downsides of their disappointing relegation 
last season is that no information has been 
collated on any of their scheduled opponents 
this coming season and as a result, given 
current time constraints, is likely going to 
have to be shorter programme this coming 
season and unlikely to be winning any prizes. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating another win to maintain are 100% 
winning start in league games.  

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 
Good evening.   Itôs a 
pleasure to welcome our 
supporters along with the 
players, officials and 
supporters from 
Mangotsfield United FC 
to the Sustain Stadium 
this evening for this 
Hellenic Premier League 
fixture.     

The game tonight gives 
us an opportunity to 

avenge our recent FA Cup defeat.  At the 
time of writing, Mangotsfield had not played 
their next round fixture against last yearôs FA 
Vase winners Ascot.   Hopefully they got a 
good result and are keeping the Hellenic flag 
flying. 

Results and performances since the FA Cup 
exit have been good; a come from behind 
win against a good Slimbridge team was 
followed by a comprehensive 4-0 victory at 
Wantage.   Early days, but we are the only 
team with a 100% league record!!! 

The only blot on the record on Tuesday was 
Samôs two yellow cards.  The first was 
probably deserved but the second for a óbit of 
banterô was a bit harsh.   However, with the 
directives coming down to referees, Sam is 
going to have to curb his undeniable 
enthusiasm.   The interesting thing will be to 
see how long the new referee powers are 
enforced and the level of consistency. 

The Dev team began their Wilts Premier 
League season with an emphatic 6-2 win 
against Shrewton but lost to Wroughton 4-2 

on Tuesday evening.   They face a busy start 
to the season and will have played 14 games 
in both the league and cups by the end of 
September.   Early signs are that it is going 
to be a very competitive league again this 
season. 

The game against Shrewton saw the team 
field three brothers ï Ben, Euan and new 
signing Max Spackman.   Iôm not sure if it is a 
first for the club, but certainly not a common 
occurrence.   I donôt think there are any more 
to come! 

The Womenôs team should have played their 
final friendly on Sunday against Oxford City 
before their season starts with an away game 
against neighbours Purton on 3rd 
September.   Adam has pretty much finalised 
his squad and is looking forward to the 
season ahead ï a little less travelling than 
last season, Iôm sure the trips to Cornwall will 
not be missed!   Hopefully they will finish pre-
season with a win after having watched the 
Lionesses bring home the silverware 

Finally, thanks to everyone who has 
sponsored any of the players / managersï 
there are still available if you are interested.   
Details are in the programme.   Please 
contact me if you are interested in any of our 
sponsorship opportunities. 

Thank you for your support.  I hope you enjoy 
the game and look forward to seeing you 
again soon. 

 

 Pˉ˃ʕ 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Steve Greenõs Player Portrait 

TOMMY OULDRIDGE 
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Opponents History  

Mangotsfield United  
The 2023/24 season will be Mangotsfieldôs second 
season playing at step 5 following 22 seasons as a 
Southern League club, which includes the voided 
2019/20 and 20/21 seasons. After thirteen seasonôs in 
the ñPitchin Inò Southern Football League Division One 
South previously finishing 9th in 2009/10, 3rd in 
2010/11, (but losing the play-off semi-final, 1-3 to Frome 
Town), 14th in 2011/12, 13th in 2012/13, 11th in 
2013/14, 10th in 2014/15, 14th in 2015/16, 8th in 
2016/17, & 16th in both 2017/18 and 2018/19, following 
the 2 year ñCovid gapò Mangotsfield finished 18th (out of 
19 teams) in 2021/22 and were automatically relegated 
into the Hellenic League Premier Division. 

There has been football in the village since 1888 and 
four years later, Mangotsfield FC became a founder 
member of the Bristol & District League (later to become 
the Western Football League in 1895) but the club 
folded after 10 years. From 1898 until the 1950s, 
Mangotsfield FC was disbanded and subsequently 
reformed on several occasions. In January 1951, the 
parent club dispensed with the Reserve X1 for financial 
reasons leaving many local players without a team to 
play for. These players decided to form a new club in the 
village and at the start of the 1951-52 season, the newly 
established Mangotsfield United FC was entered into the 
Bristol & District League, Division Vll. They achieved five 
successive promotions and gained entry to the Bristol & 
District Premier Combination in 1957. The club remained 
there until 1972-73, when it was accepted in to the 
Western League. 

The Club became established in the Western League 
during the 1970ôs and despite being relegated to the first 
division in 1981-82, ñThe Fieldò, as they were 
affectionately known, bounced straight back the 
following season and under the guidance of the 
charismatic Ralph Miller, who as Chairman, undertook 
the task of improving the ground and its facilities, 
became a force in the Premier, mainly featuring in the 
leading positions. 

In 1991, the club, managed by Harold Jarman and 
assisted by Terry Rowles, achieved regional glory by 
taking the (then) Great Mills League Premier Division 
title, ahead of runners-up Torrington. Disappointingly, 
they were denied promotion to the Southern League as 
the ground failed to meet the grading requirements and 
there followed several lean seasons as the team 
disbanded. Under newly-elected Chairman Richard 
Davis, however, off the pitch, things were improving. 
Terry Rowles returned to manage the club himself in 
1995 and kept them in the spotlight by consistently 
finishing in the top three/four in the Great Mills/Screwfix 
League and an appearance in the FA Vase semi-final 
(losing to Clitheroe), but their ambitions of promotion 
and Southern League football were always thwarted by 
the continual success of Taunton and Tiverton Town. It 
was considered very important to establish a sound 
working base, improve ground facilities and secure a 
long-term tenure on their Cossham Street ground. 

In earlier years, the Roger Pullin / Richard Davis 
partnership had seen many improvements take place, 

with the installation of Conference-style floodlights and 
at the end of the 2003/04 season, the Cossham Street 
end of the ground was covered, together with new toilet 
blocks and social club improvements. Ex player Andy 
Black returned to the club as Manager in 1999 and 
guided the club to promotion to the Dr. Martens 
Southern League and three successful campaigns. The 
2003/04 campaign did not go too well and just before 
Christmas, Black was replaced by Martyn Grimshaw. 
Towards the end of the campaign, Nigel Webb came in 
as his Assistant, but the club could only finish in 13th 
place, which was not high enough for the planned 
restructuring of the Pyramid. 

The Management duo made promotion their priority in 
2004/05 and the club headed the table for most of the 
campaign, eventually taking the Division One West title 
with a 21 match unbeaten run. After 28 seasons at 
Western League level, the club had spent just five 
campaigns at Southern League level before reaching the 
Premier Division. In April/May 2005, Roger Pullin left the 
club and Mike Richardson took over as Chairman, with a 
new Board. 

As detailed at the start of this article Mangotsfield 
enjoyed life in the Southern League finishing most 
seasonôs around mid table, but have struggled financially 
during the last few years. Sometimes now referred to as 
ñThe Mangosò, the 2020/21 campaign, started with Glyn 
Ashton, at the helm. He had previously been in charge 
of the U18s Floodlit Youth side, but took over as 
temporary Manager in 2019/20, after the sudden 
departure of Manager Ollie Price, and bought in almost 
his entire U18s squad. Glyn Ashton returned to his role 
of managing the U18/Reserve team for the 2021/22 
season as Ray Johnston, along with assistant Terry 
Moore, took over the first team management role but 
Glyn returned to the hot seat following the departure of 
Ray and Terry following some disappointing 
performances and results. The club, however, were 
unable to ñavoid the dropò finishing in 18th place in a 
league of 19 teams. 

The summer of 2021/22 has been a busy one for the 
club as Chairman Mike Richardson has been replaced 
by Steve Brown, a new committee has been formed, and 
with a new commercial team in place the club are about 
to enter an exciting new era in itôs history 

At the start of last season a new management team, 
headed by John Allen, previously of Tool Station outfit 
Keynsham Town, took charge with a mix of experienced 
players, that John bought in, along with the young 
players already at Mangotsfield. Unfortunately results 
didnôt go as well as expected as the players struggled to 
ñgelò, so Glyn Ashton stepped into the lead role yet 
again. The team were in 18th place just before 
Christmas but eventually finished in 11th place and won 
the Wiseman Lighting Cup in the process. Mangotsfield 
will play in the Hellenic Premier Division for the 2023/24 
season and will be looking to improve on the mid table 
finish last season and are hopeful for some major 
ground improvements for next season. 



у 

 

Opponentõs Pen Pics 

Mangotsfield United  
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RWBTFC Wins 

2 
Mangotsfield 

United Wins 

0  
 

Draws 

Previous Encounters  

Mangotsfield United  

Season Date Comp

2022-23 2-Aug-22 League Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 Mangotsfield United 0

Bassett Scorers: Presley

2022-23 20-Sep-22 League Mangotsfield United 1 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 2

Bassett scorers: Ouldridge, Hobson-McVeigh

2022-23 6-Dec-22 Floodlit Cup Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0 Mangotsfield United 0

Bassett Scorers: n/a Mangotsfield Utd won on penalties

2023-24 5-Aug-23 FA Cup Mangotsfield United 2 Royal Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett scorers: n/a

Bassett Team: Pickering, H.Walters, Partridge, Bampton, Spalding, Taylor, Ouldridge, Wrona, 

Moore, Gallagher, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Griffin, Timbrell, F. Walters

Match Details

Bassett Team: Crowther, Chilcott, Spalding, Partridge, Bampton, Robinson, Taylor, Ouldridge, 

Whelan, Bennett, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Beeden, Gallagher, Wrona

Bassett Team: Crowther, Chilcott, Spalding, Corcoran, Bampton, Presley, Taylor, Ouldridge, 

Gallagher, Robinson, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Elms, Bennett, Wrona

Bassett Team: Crowther, Partridge, H. Walters, Corcoran, Talmash, Robinson, Jones, Bennett, 

Gallagher, Taylor, Hobson-McVeigh. Subs: Beeden, Collier, Griffin, McCrae
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Action from last seasonôs league encounter at the Sustain Stadium won 1-0 by Bassett 

thanks to an Alfie Presley goal 
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Todayõs Opponents 

Mangotsfield United  

FAC FAT Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst Pts Top Scorer

2008/09 Southern Premier 2QR 1QR 42 10 6 26 39 80 36 22 out of 22 Info not found

2009/10 Southern 1SW 4QR PRE 42 19 5 18 77 67 62 9 out of 22 Info not found

2010/11 Southern 1SW 2QR PRE 40 26 7 7 79 48 85 3 out of 21 Info not found

2011/12 Southern 1SW PRE 2QR 40 14 7 19 62 66 49 14 out of 21 Info not found

2012/13 Southern 1SW 1QR PRE 42 15 10 17 53 61 55 13 out of 22 Info not found

2013/14 Southern 1SW 2QR 2QR 42 18 7 17 65 62 61 11 out of 22 Info not found

2014/15 Southern 1SW 1QR 2QR 42 20 7 15 73 58 67 10 out of 22 Info not found

2015/16 Southern 1SW 1QR 2QR 42 12 12 18 59 65 48 14 out of 22 Info not found

2016/17 Southern 1SW PRE PRE 42 21 7 14 73 69 70 8 out of 22 Info not found

2017/18 Sourthern 1W PRE PRE 42 10 11 21 53 86 41 16 out of 22 Info not found

2018/19 Southern 1S PRE 1QR 38 11 4 23 64 78 37 16 out of 20 Info not found

2019/20 Southern 1S 1QR EPR 29 8 4 17 46 65 28 17* out of 20 Info not found

2020/21 Southern 1S PRE 2QR 7 0 0 7 4 20 0 20* out of 20 H. Simons 2

2021/22 Southern 1S 1QR 2QR 36 7 6 23 42 91 27 18 out of 19 W. Nderemani 4

2022/23 Hellenic Premier EP 2nd* 38 15 4 19 58 70 49 11 out of 20 J. Crosbie 19

526 191 93 242 789 916 * Position at time that Covid-19 resulted in season being curtailed

* FA Vase 36.3% 17.7% 46.0%

Pld Won Drew Lost For Agst

110 26 14 70 156 254 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 23.6% 12.7% 63.6%

332 145 62 125 541 496 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 43.7% 18.7% 37.7%

42 10 11 21 53 86 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 23.8% 26.2% 50.0%

42 10 6 26 39 80 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 23.8% 14.3% 61.9%

38 15 4 19 58 70 Won:Drew:Lost Ratio 39.5% 10.5% 50.0%

Unfortunately it has not been possible to find top goalscorer information, as has previously been the case with the Southern League

Hellenic League Premier

Won:Drew:Lost Ratio

Southern League Premier

Mangotsfield United Historical Record - Last 15 Seasons
Season League & Division Position

Totals

Southern League Div 1 South

Southern League Div 1 West

Southern League Div 1 South West

Pld W D L F A Pts

1 Cribbs 38 32 4 2 94 15 100

2 Malvern Town 38 29 5 4 110 45 92

3 Corsham Town 38 28 7 3 97 31 91

4 Worcester Raiders 38 23 7 8 103 48 76

5 Royal W. Bassett Town 38 19 8 11 67 50 65

6 Roman Glass St George 38 19 7 12 76 47 64

7 Westfields 38 18 10 10 67 42 64

8 Hereford Pegasus 38 18 5 15 69 68 59

9 Brimscombe & Thrupp 38 14 10 14 75 62 52

10 Wantage Town 38 14 8 16 70 67 50

11 Mangotsfield United 38 15 4 19 58 70 49

12 Longlevens AFC 38 12 6 20 54 63 42

13 Fairford Town 38 12 5 21 54 66 41

14 Shrivenham 38 11 5 22 42 94 38

15 Lydney Town 38 10 7 21 47 91 37

16 Thornbury Town 38 10 5 23 49 76 35

17 Hereford Lads Club 38 10 4 24 47 83 34

18 Tuffley Rovers 38 9 6 23 48 84 33

19 Bradford Town 38 7 6 25 45 93 27

20 Chipping Sodbury Town 38 6 9 23 42 119 27

2022-2023 Season

UHLSPORT Hellenic League Premier Division
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Todayõs Opponents 

Mangotsfield United  

FOUNDED 

1950 

 

GROUND 

 Cossham Street Mangotsfield, 

BS16 9EN  
 

MAJOR HONOURS 

Southern League Division 1 

West Champions 2004-05 
 

Western League Premier Div 

Champions 1990-91  
 

Gloucestershire FA (South) 

Senior Amateur Cup Winners 

1968-69, 1975-76 
 

Gloucestershire Senior Cup 

2002-03, 2012-13, 2013-14 
 

Gloucestershire Challenge 

Trophy Winners 1984-85, 1986-

87, 1990-91, 1993-94, 1996-97, 

1999-2000 
 

Somerset Premier Cup 

Winners 1997-88 
 

Bristol & District League 

Champions  

Division 2 (1955-56) 

Division 3 (1954-55) 

Division 4 (1953-54) 

Division 6 (1952-53) 

Division 7 (1951-52) 

 

Hellenic League Floodlit Cup 

Winners 2022-23 
 

CHAIR NAME 

Steve Brown  

CLUB SECRETARY 

David Jones 

 

MANAGER 

Glyn Ashton  

This Season 

Last Season 

League Results Home Away

Bradford Town W 4 - 2 W 1 - 0

Brimscombe & Thrupp W 1 - 0 L 1 - 4

Chipping Sodbury Town D 2 - 2 L 0 - 3

Corsham Town L 0 - 3 L 0 - 2

Cribbs L 0 - 2 L 1 - 2

Fairford W 2 - 1 W 1 - 0

Hereford Lads Club W 1 - 0 W 3 - 1

Hereford Pegasus L 1 - 2 L 1 - 2

Longlevens D 2 - 2 W 2 - 0

Lydney Town W 2 - 0 W 4 - 2

Malvern Town L 1 - 2 L 2 - 7

Roman Glass St George L 0 - 2 D 1 - 1

RWBTFC L 1 - 2 L 0 - 1

Shrivenham L 1 - 2 W 3 - 2

Thornbury Town L 0 - 1 W 5 - 1

Tuffley Rovers W 4 - 2 W 2 - 0

Wantage Town L 1 - 3 W 2 - 0

Westfields L 1 - 5 D 2 - 2

Worcester Raiders L 2 - 5 L 1 - 2

SEASON 2022-23
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Tuesday 2nd August 2022 

Fruitful start as Bassett 
squeeze past Mangos 
 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 1 

Mangotsfield United 0 
 

Opening day success has been rare for 
Royal Wootton Bassett Town in recent 
seasons. But Sam Collier's side made sure 
they were quick off the mark to start the 2022
-23 Hellenic League Premier Division 
campaign as an impressive performance 
helped Bassett to a narrow 1-0 victory 
against Mangotsfield United. 

The visiting Mangos, newly relegated to the 
Hellenic League after more than two 
decades at Southern League level, were an 
unknown quantity for Bassett going into the 
match. But given the club's pedigree, there 
was a solid expectation that they would be a 
strong, competitive side. 

That proved to be the case - particularly in 
the latter stages of the opening half when 
Mangotsfield really came to the fore. 

But Bassett stood firm against their visitors. 
And Alfie Presley's composed finish ten 
minutes into the second half ultimately 
proved enough to ensure that the hosts took 
all three points from an intriguing contest. 

Bassett started the match with intent but, 
aside from a penalty appeal that was turned 
down, failed to really test Ashley Clarke in 
the Mangotsfield goal. The home side's best 
chance of the half then came around the half 
hour mark when Presley skewed wide as 
Bassett countered following a defensive 
lapse. 

By this point though it was Mangotsfield who 
were in the ascendancy, with the visitors 
having already seen a deflected effort graze 
the woodwork. Moments after Presley's 
miss, they were almost ahead too as a 
stunning volleyed effort seemed as though it 

was destined to open the scoring, but 
Bassett 'keeper Matt Crowther pulled off an 
outstanding acrobative save to tip the ball 
around the post. 

Going into half time goalless with both teams 
having enjoyed spells of pressure, the game 
was finely poised. And it's outcome would 
soon be decided. 

Ten minutes after the restart, an incisive 
Bassett break had the Mangotsfield backline 
on their heels. It did initially appear as 
though the attack would be snuffed out as 
imposing centre half Michael Grist went to 
ground to challenge Bailey Gallagher inside 
the visitors' penalty area following Tommy 
Ouldridge's dangerous diagonal pass. 
However, fortunately for Bassett, the ball fell 
into Gallagher's feet and, with Clarke drawn 
from his line, he squared for Presley to slot 
home. 

Bassett now had the wind in their sails, but a 
second goal was not forthcoming. That made 
for a somewhat nervy finish to the match. 
However, with Collier's side defensively 
sound, Mangotsfield were unable to fashion 
anything of note despite the extra men they 
were throwing forward. 

Last  Home League Game  

v Mangotsfield United  
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Last Away Game  

v Mangotsfield United  

Saturday 5 August 2023 

Positive display bears no fruit as Mangos 
edge through 

 

Mangotsfield United 2 

Wootton Bassett Town 0 
 

For the first time in four years, Royal 
Wootton Bassett Town exited the Emirates 
FA Cup at the extra preliminary round stage 
following a 2-0 defeat in a closely fought tie 
away against Mangotsfield United. 

A first half penalty and stoppage time sucker-
punch were enough for Mangotsfield to book 
their place in the preliminary round as, 
despite a positive performance, Sam 
Collier's side were unable to make any kind 
of breakthrough. 

It was just the final, crucial end product that 
the visitors were missing. For large parts of 
the game Bassett were the better team, but 
the inability to put away their chances proved 
costly. 

Indeed there was a portent of what was to 
come after just two minutes when Tom 
Moore broke through in behind the home 
defence only to be denied by Mangotsfield 
custodian Nick Croucher. 

The game settled into an even contest, but 
the hosts were able to land the first blow 
midway through the opening half after Harry 
Walters was adjudged to have brought down 
left winger Isaac Flynn. 

It seemed a soft, harsh penalty award, 
though Walters later admitted it was a 
definite foul. Either way, Mangotsfield were 
not complaining and Jadyn Crosbie just 
about managed to squeeze his spot kick 
beneath debutant 'keeper Harry Pickering to 
open the scoring. 

It was then close to being 2-0 shortly before 
half time but Pickering kept out Owen 
Ridler's effort. 

 

Bassett again had the opening chance of the 
second half. An almost carbon copy of his 
earlier opportunity, Moore was able to get in 
behind the Mangotsfield defence as he 
latched onto a great through ball but could 
not find a way past Croucher. 

At the other end, Dave Bampton's late, 
assured challenge was enough to knock 
Crosbie off his stride and prevent a potential 
second for the hosts. 

Midway through the half substitute Alan 
Griffin then headed narrowly over from a 
Louis Spalding cross. 

By now Bassett were pushing forward for an 
equaliser, leaving space for Mangotsfield to 
threaten on the break and Marcus Kelly 
almost was able to capitalise from a counter 
but fired wide. 

Kelly went one better in injury time though, 
steering in a rebound after Pickering had 
initially made a decent save. 

It's therefore Mangotsfield who will go onto 
visit either Ardley United or Ascot United who 
drew their tie. 

For Bassett it will be an even longer wait to 
get their league campaign started after 
Roman Glass St George's contest at Lydney 
Town ended all square. Bassett's league 
opener will now be Saturday 12 August at 
home against Slimbridge. 
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