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 Menõs First Team Bassett Bulletin 

Welcome To Todayõs Game 

GOOD AFTERNOON and  
welcome  to the Sustain Stadium here at the 
Gerard Buxton Sports Ground for this 
Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division 
fixture against Slimbridge. A warm welcome 
to all our visitors who have made the journey 
from Gloucestershire, we hope you enjoy 
your short stay with us this afternoon and we 
wish you a safe journey home.  

Todayôs encounter should have been our 
third league fixture of the season but 
frustratingly it is now our season opener due 
to circumstances beyond our and the 
Leagueôs control. Our scheduled opener 
against Thornbury Town was postponed due 
to health and safety reasons with building 
work at the ground not completed in time. 
The second fixture, which was scheduled to 
be here at the Gerard Buxton Ground last 
Tuesday night, was postponed due to 
scheduled opponents Roman Glass St 
George requiring a replay in their FA Cup tie 
with Lydney Town. 

Looking at todayôs game, the last time that 
we played Slimbridge was way back in 2010-
11. The big gap is due to Slimbridge moving 
across to play in the Toolstation Western 
League in Season 2013-14 from where they 
were then promoted to the Southern League. 
This season sees them return to the Hellenic 
League after a ten season absence having 
been relegated from the Southern League at 
the end of last season. 

For those who take note of our previous 
records against our opponents we go into 
todayôs game with an element of trepidation 
as our record against Slimbridge is frankly 
abysmal with just one win and eleven defeats 
in the previous 12 encounters between the 
two sides. If we are looking for positive 
omens the  winner in our one and only win 
over Slimbridge was scored by a certain Sam 
Collier in a 2-1 win back in 2009-10.  

Slimbridge like ourselves exited the FA Cup 
last Saturday, losing 3-2 at home to 
Combined Counties side Reading City. Their 
one league game so far saw them draw 0-0 

with our near neighbours Highworth Town. 
Like ourselves Slimbridge saw their 
scheduled midweek fixture postponed due to 
a FA Cup replay. 

Last Saturdayôs defeat away at Mangotsfield 
United was a  disappointing result but I 
thought we were the better side on the day 
and just lacked that crucial potency in the 
final third. We certainly bossed the second 
half and could easily have taken the game to 
a replay but that second goal in injury time 
certainly gave something of a flattering 
scoreline for Mangotsfield.  Young 
goalkeeper Harry Pickering, signed from 
Melksham Town, had an excellent game 
throughout on his debut and young Jowan 
Partridge was outstanding at centre half. 
Hopefully some of the key missing players 
last Saturday will be back today to provide 
more potency in our attack. With the FA prize 
money gone we will now be looking to 
achieve an extended run in the FA Vase to 
make up for such an early exit in the most 
prestigious of FA competitions.  

Today sees the first ñdouble-headerò of the 
season with the Development side also at 
home on the AGP against Shrewton United in 
the Corsham Print Wiltshire Senior League. 
The playing of two home game at the facility 
has been done at the request of the club as it 
allows the club to provide both sets of teams 
with the same hot meal and will free up a few 
more weekends to allow some of the 
Committee to travel to more First Team away 
fixtures. 

It is a busy start for both Menôs sides with 
midweek games coming thick and fast in both 
leagues, with the Development side now in a 
division of 18 teams. This will lead to a busy 
first two months of the season for everyone. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully we will be 
celebrating a rare win over Slimbridge and 
our first three points of the season in the bar 
after the game.  

 

Mˉʿʔ 
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Chairmanõs Chat 
Good afternoon.   Itôs a 
pleasure to welcome our 
supporters along with the 
players, officials and 
supporters from 
Slimbridge FC to the 
Sustain Stadium this 
evening for our first 
Hellenic Premier League 
fixture of the season.     

After the disappointment 
of exiting the FA Cup last 

week, hopefully the squad will be back to 
near full strength for the season opener.   I 
am sure the league will be equally as tough 
as last season.  The additions of todayôs 
opponents Slimbridge, along with Cinderford 
Town, Worcester City, Pershore Town and of 
course our neighbours Highworth Town will 
add to what was an already competitive 
league.    Despite an underwhelming pre-
season in terms of results, Sam and the team 
are looking forward to the challenges ahead 
and hopefully repeating or improving on their 
excellent showing last season.  

We have been fortunate to retain just about 
all of the squad from last season despite a lot 
of interest and shall we say inducements 
from other clubs.   We will miss Matt 
Crowther who is playing nearer to home with 
Milton and Alfie who has succumbed to 
Corshamôs attentions and of course, we wish 
Benno every success in his new role as 
manager of Purton. 

I am sure you will agree that the pitch is 
looking fantastic and big thanks must go to 

grounds-man Andy Clinch for all the hard 
work he has put in over the summer.   The 
weather has been kind too and the contrast 
from the start of last season when all local 
pitches were bone dry and devoid of green 
grass is incredible. 

A big thanks must go to the group of 
volunteers who spent a couple of Saturdays 
getting the stadium and changing rooms 
ready for the new season.    Like all 
grassroots clubs, the contributions of 
volunteers is invaluable, but very much 
appreciated.   You only need to look at what 
happened to Shrivenham to appreciate what 
happens when you lose people willing to help 
out.   We are lucky here to have a great 
group of volunteers but we are always happy 
to welcome anyone wanting to help.    

We are delighted that our key 1st team 
sponsors Sustain and Interprint are 
continuing with their support again this 
season and pleased to add H&B Carpentry 
who are sponsoring the managers and 
coaches kit and Smart Control Technologies 
who have sponsored tracksuits for the 1st 
and Development teams.   Thanks also to the 
sponsors who have bought or renewed their 
pitch-side boards and or sponsored players.   
If you are interested in sponsoring the club in 
any way, please do not hesitate to contact 
me 

Thank you for your support.  I hope you enjoy 
the game and look forward to seeing you 
again soon. 

 Pˉ˃ʕ 

 
Unit 27, Lower Basset Down 

Workshops, Basset Down, 

Swindon  

SN4 9QP  

01793 845259  

Sponsors of after match food 

for both our Development and 

Ladies sides  
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Good Afternoon and welcome 
back to everyone for yet 
another long hard 
season. It really doesnôt 
feel that long ago 
since it was boring 
you with my 
programme notes, 
but its certainly 
great to be back in 
competitive football.  

A warm welcome to  AFC 
Slimbridge, a side who I 
remember going toe to  
toe with for the Hellenic 
West title in which we 
came runners up. 
However, I do 
remember scoring a 
wonder goal in the 
home game which we 
won 2-0, Jon Holloway 
scoring the other thatôs 
correct Scoop?? I am 
sure they are going to 
be very keen to bounce 
back after a few years in 
the Southern League, I 
have seen them play 
and am certain they 
will be in the top 4 
come May. 

Saturday saw us removed from the FA Cup 
for the first time since I have been at the 
helm at this early stage. I was extremely 
disappointed that we lost.  However, I wasnôt 
upset with how we played, bar the first 15 
minutes which I think was expected due to 
the first game I thought we were excellent 
and did everything but score. A sloppy 
penalty to give away but after that, we had 
some really good chances which we have 
struggled with of late to take. I did watch the 

interview from the Mangos manager who 
said the score should have been more. I am 
not sure what game he watched. However as 
I said to the players I was really pleased with 
the display, considering our first competitive 
game. Itôs a shame however we now must 
just focus on the league until the Vase starts.  

Itôs been a busy summer firstly ensuring we 
can keep all our players after such a fantastic 
season last year. And we have been fairly 
successful in doing that, we lost Matty due to 
the travel and then lost fans fav Alfie Presley 
which was a big blow but has done so well so 
wish him all the best. However, keeping 
everyone else I am over the moon. I only 
said we would sign players who are better 
than what we have already which has been 
tricky, However we have added Connor 
Waldron, Harry Pickering and Tom Moore 
returns which we are delighted about.  

The pitch is looking outstanding as ever and 
the out of season weather has  been kind 
however with that means its more work for 
the groundsman and things donôt stop 
growing, it looks fantastic so well done Mr 
groundsman.  

On a personal note I would like to mention 
that last week I lost my grandfather, a man 
who has been a huge part of my life but also 
my sporting career, travelling the country 
watching me, supporting me and giving me 
advice, he would always know how we 
(Bassett) got on before I spoke to him and 
thatôs without having social media to find out. 
I know he will be watching down every game 
and wishing us all the best.  

 I hope to see as many as you after the game 
as possible, 

  Much love! 

  Sˉʗ 

 The Gaffer  

SAM COLLIER 
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Todayõs Opponents 

Slimbridge  
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Opponentõs History 

Slimbridge  
The Gloucestershire village of Slimbridge is world 
renowned for its Bird Sanctuary, but much hard work 
has gone into making Slimbridge better known in 
football circles. 

The Clubôs history can be traced back to the 
1899/1900 season, when the team were playing in 
local football at various venues in and around the 
village. A gap in the records suggests there may have 
been a couple of seasons when no games were 
played, and thus, officially, the Clubôs centenary was 
celebrated in 2002/03. 

For the next forty-odd years the Club were 
predominantly members of the Stroud and District 
League with varying degrees of success and failure, 
except for a period between 1960 and 1968 when they 
were in the Gloucester Northern Senior League. 

It was not until 1951 that the current ground at Wisloe 
Road (Now renamed as Thornhill Park) became the 
clubôs home, and it subsequently became the legal 
property of the club after former player, and ex-
Chairman of the club, Evi Thornhill, bequeathed the 
land to the Club in his Will, with the Club becoming 
legal owners in 1960. It was to prove an incredibly 
valuable treasure in future years. 

By 1988, the club had fallen on hard times, but 
fortunately, a handful of committee members led by 
Gordon King and Gordon Tudor kept the Club afloat. 
The following season local businessman Paul 
Chappell arrived. The Club was stabilised and 
construction of new changing facilities, to County 
League standard, were completed. Paul Chappell was 
to remain a vital part of the club until his retirement 
from his duties in 2020 . 

As playing standards improved, 2000 saw the 
completion of the building of a long-awaited Social 
Club in an area of the ground that in Its old life had 
housed a cowshed. John Mack, a successful local 
entrepreneur, joined the club as Chairman, and he 
remains a committed supporter of the club to this day 
as Club President. In the summer of 2001, Doug Gray 
was appointed Manager, and the club began a period 
of upward momentum. 

The team achieved a Runners-up spot in their first 
season in the Gloucester County League, and were 
accepted into the Hellenic League. Hellenic Division 
One West was won by an Eleven Point margin in 
2002/03. A creditable fourth place finish was achieved 
in the Hellenic Premier League in 2003/04. In a 
marvellous season the club also claimed the Hellenic 
óNorman Matthewsô Floodlit Cup and the G.F.A. 
Challenge Trophy. 

Floodlights arrived at the ground in the summer of 
2003. A pre-season visit from Conference side Forest 

Green Rovers on 22nd July, produced a then ground 
record attendance of 427 to witness the inaugural 
game under lights at Wisloe Road. 

A few weeks later on Sunday 24th August, that ground 
attendance record was beaten at a Bank Holiday 
Hellenic Premier Division fixture that was part of the 
2003/04 annual óGround Hopô weekend. Local rivals 
Shortwood United provided the opposition in front of a 
crowd of 525. 

Season 2004/05 again saw a fourth-Place finish in the 
Hellenic Premier. The club also made their first 
appearance in the F.A. Vase, which resulted in a run 
to the third round proper before a 2-1 extra time defeat 
at Western League side Backwell United. 

In February 2005, Gray stood down after nearly four 
seasons at the helm of the club. 

The club started season 2005/06 under newly 
appointed Manager Doug Foxwell. A first entry into the 
F.A. Cup saw a visit from Wessex League side 
Wimborne Town. A 1-0 defeat did not dampen the 
sense of occasion on the first day of the season. A 
second successful run in the F.A. Vase came to an 
end in the Third Round Proper, with a 3-1 defeat at 
South Midland Premier, Welwyn Garden City.  

After a record-breaking 64 game season, the team 
achieved a Fifth-Place finish in the Hellenic Premier, 
and the club also won the Hellenic óNorman Matthewsô 
Floodlit Cup and the GFA Challenge Trophy, both for 
the second time in three seasons. 

Season 2006/07 proved to be the most successful in 
the Clubôs history to date, with both the First Team 
and Reserve side recording League and Cup doubles, 
with the bonus of record-breaking F.A. Cup and Vase 
runs for the senior side. 

In the F.A. Cup, a Five Match run from the Extra-
Preliminary Round finished at Merthyr Tydfil in the 
Third Qualifying Round. Along the way there were 
memorable wins against two other Southern Premier 
sides, 2-1 at Yate Town and 3-1 at home to 
Chippenham Town. It was six matches in the F.A. 
Vase before defeat was tasted, the run ending in the 
Fifth Round Proper at home to the eventual winners, 
Truro City. 

In the Hellenic Premier Division, bad weather, which 
led to a record number of postponements during the 
subsequently extended season, led to half a Seasons 
fixture being played in the final two months. A 
tremendous effort saw the Club Bring the 
Championship Shield to Wisloe Road, the winning 
margin being three points over second placed North 
Leigh. 
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Opponentõs History 

Slimbridge  
There was a rousing performance in the G.F.A. 
Trophy Final against Almondsbury Town. A 3-1 victory 
not only retained the Trophy, but recorded a third 
success in four seasons in that competition. 
 
The Reserve side had an early success in the 
Gloucester Northern Senior League Cup with a 2-0 
win against Division One Tuffley Rovers. This saw 
confidence rise and they went on to break a 
Gloucestershire Northern Senior League record in 
winning Division Two with a Played 30, Won 30 
record . 

As a result of winning the league after an inspiring 
final day victory, and the upgrade to the ground 
facilities at Wisloe Road, the club were promoted into 
the BGB Southern League Division One Midlands for 
Season 2007/08, however, there was a twist to come 
in the tale. 

On July 10th 2007 the club decided not to take up the 
promotion, and effectively, the first team took over the 
position in the pyramid occupied by the reserve team, 
which was disbanded.  

The First Team reverted to the Gloucester Northern 
Senior League. This meant a severe upheaval in the 
club both on and off the field with the manager Doug 
Foxwell and several senior players moving on the 
pastures new. 

However, a loyal band of players stayed on including 
James Cole, who over as player manager with 
assistance from long term club captain Leon Sterling 
to begin the next stage of the clubôs journey. 

Four promotions followed as the club regained their 
previous status. James Cole handed over to Leon 
Sterling, who moved into the Manager's role, with 
Leon joined as Assistant Manager by long time 
Slimbridge stalwart Freddy Ward. The two guided the 
side to three top six finishes in their first three seasons 
back in the Hellenic Premier.  

After the completion of the 2012-13 season, the 
Swans applied for a transfer to the Toolstation 
Western Premier League to reduce prohibitive 
travelling costs, a move which was approved by the 
FA in the Summer of 2013. 

After two seasons in the Toolstation Western Premier 
League, a third-place finish at the end of the 2014/15 
season gave the Swans a second opportunity to 
return to the Southern Football League. This time the 
club accepted the offer and took their place in the 
South and West Division, finishing a credible 18th in 
their first season, the highest level the club had ever 
achieved at that time in their history. Prior to the 
commencement of that campaign, John Mack had 
stepped back from Chairman duties and his position 
was taken up by Barry Gay. 

At the start of the 2016-17 season, and prior to our pre
-season friendly fixture with neighbours Forest Green 
Rovers, the football ground in Wisloe Road was 
formally renamed to Thornhill Park in recognition of 
the marvellous gift we received from Evil Thornhill 46 
years earlier.  

Evi's son, Tony and his late wife Margaret were on 
hand to cut the ceremonial ribbon, and Tony made a 
short heartfelt speech about how much the renaming 
meant to him and the entire Thornhill family, and how 
honoured they were that the football club had 
recognised their father in this way.  

A difficult two seasons of struggle at a higher level 
saw the eventual departure of Leon Sterling as 
Manager, with Freddy Ward stepping up to the plate, 
assisted by local footballing legend Lee Driver-
Dickerson. With Freddy then stepping aside to 
concentrate of his last few years of playing having 
steadied the Swansô ship, óDriveô took over the reins 
as Manager of the first team. 

The Clubôs previous ground attendance record was 
smashed on 4th February 2017, when 898 fans saw 
the side suffer a 3-0 defeat to Hereford FC, who were 
working their way back up the league pyramid 
following their reformation after the collapse of 
Hereford United 

The last 2 years have seen an incredible expansion of 
the football clubï the establishment of a thriving Youth 
setup at Under 18 level, and the resurrection of the 
Reserve side has seen Slimbridge AFC make great 
strides as a club. 

Prior to the Covid suspension of football in March 
2020, the Under 18s and the Reserves were top of 
their respective leagues, while the first team were 
sitting in 12th place in the Southern League Division 
One South, the highest placing in the history of the 
football club. Although the FA has made the seasonôs 
results null and void, they have been officially added 
to club statistics and all appearances and goals will 
stand in our records as a permanent tribute to all who 
represented the club in a fantastic season in the 
strangest of all campaigns 

The Club has gained a great local reputation both on 
and off the pitch for looking after players and 
developing them in their careers - Already some of 
those previously with the club in the last 2 seasons 
have moved to Conference South level to ply their 
trade.  

It is a tribute to the committed and very talented team 
of coaches and managers in place at all levels of the 
club, that the future is very bright indeed for the 
Swansé 
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RWBTFC Wins 

11 
Slimbridge 

Wins 

0  
 

Draws 

Season Date Comp

2003.04 4-Oct-03 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Slimbridge 2

Bassett Scorers: N/a

2003.04 6-Dec-03 Sup Cup Slimbridge 2 Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorer: Magani

2003.04 27-Mar-04 League Slimbridge 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorers: N/A

2004.05 5-Oct-04 League Slimbridge 3 Wootton Bassett Town 1

Bassett Scorer: Tyler

2004.05 19-Oct-04 Wootton Bassett Town 2 Slimbridge 3

Bassett Scorers: Bennett

2004.05 19-Mar-05 League Wootton Bassett Town 0 Longlevens 4

Bassett Scorers: N/a

2005.06 28-Sep-05 Slimbridge 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorer: N/a

2006.07 23-Jan-07 Wootton Bassett Town 1 Slimbridge 4

Bassett Scorers: Bennett

2009.10 22-Aug-09 League Slimbridge 2 Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorers: N/a

2009.10 10-Apr-10 League Wootton Bassett Town 2 Slimbridge 1

Bassett Scorers: Collier, Holloway

2010.11 13-Nov-10 League Slimbridge 1 Wootton Bassett Town 0

Bassett Scorers: N/a

2010.11 2-Apr-11 League Wootton Bassett Town 1 Slimbridge 2

Bassett Scorer: Dingle

Match Details

Bassett Team: Stevens, Hallett, Clayton, Vaughan, Davis, Yeardley, Taylor, Simpkins, Gascoyne, Bridges, 

Willis. Subs: Gee, Reason, Hawkins

Bassett Team: Stevens, Hopkins, Hallett, Yeardley, Willis, Gascoyne, Hall, Davis, Swatton, Reason, Magani. 

Subs: Hbridges, Taylor, Gee.

Bassett Team: Gill, Hopkins, Patel, Bunting, Willis, Vaughan, Bennett, Yeardley, Swatton, Bellinger, Magani. 

Subs: Hemsley, Gascoyne, Hallett.

Bassett Team: Flynn, Hopkins, Patel, Hallett, Willis, Hemsley, Bennett, Bunting, Youngsam, Greene, Tyler. Subs: 

Mills, Bradshaw, Messenger

Floodlit Cup

Floodlit Cup

League Cup

Bassett Team: Thompson, Bowden, Boucher, R.Carter, S.Carter, Packer, Turner, Delaney, Collier, Dingle, 

McMeeking. Subs: Drewitt, Topping.

Bassett Team:  Thompson, McMeeking, Oram, Edmondson, S.Carter, Adams, Bailey, Collier, Bown, Green, 

Turner. Subs: Bowden, Sharps.

Bassett Team: Thompson, Bowden, Holloway, Edmondson, Oram, Collier, Turner, Adams, Bown, Shand, Banks. 

Subs: Joyce, Philpott.

Bassett Team: Thompson, Groom, Sharps, Adams, Oram, Collier, Turner, Hunt, Green, Field, Banks. Subs: 

Wyatt, Bowden.

Bassett Team: Mills, Hopkins, Morse, Tyler, Yeardley, Hallett, Hemsley, Bunting, Bennett, Willis, Messenger. 

Subs: Youngsam, Greene, Gee.

Bassett Team:  Gill, Hopkins, L.Jones, Yeardley, Hallett, Gee, Mills, Morse, Willis, Taylor, King. Subs: Messenger, 

Grant, Kerrigan.

Bassett Team: Haines, Gee, Messenger, Quinn, Yeardley, Mills, Bunting, Hemsley, Bennett, Davis, 

Gascoyne. Subs: King, Greene, Dodd.

Bassett Team: Miller, Gee, Hemsley, Large, Yeardley, Hallett, Mills, Bennett, Hall, Greaney, Neale. Subs: Heath, 

Crabtree, Dodd.

Previous Encounters  

Slimbridge  
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Wootton Bassett Town Season 2009-10, the only side from Wootton Bassett Town 

who have managed to defeat Slimbridge in 12 previous meetings thanks to goals 

from a young Sam Collier (pictured below away at North Leigh) and Jon Holloway 
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Saturday 2nd April 2011 

Slimbridge Handed A Gift 

 

Wootton Bassett Town 1 

Slimbridge 2 
 

Elementary mistakes have been the downfall for 
Wootton Bassett Town more often than not when they 
have lost this season, the lack of thrashings during the 
course of their campaign attesting to that. And once 
again they played a role in their 2-1 defeat to promotion 
chasers Slimbridge, with both of the visitors' goals being 
very much avoidable. 

But the Swans' three points were also influenced by 
some extremely questionable officiating, which left much 
to be desired. 

The game's main flashpoint came six minutes before the 
half time whistle when Bassett were denied a stonewall 
penalty, while Slimbridge escaped not only having to 
face a spot kick but also playing the rest of the game at 
a numerical disadvantage. 

Expert skill from Sam Packer allowed him to fly past 
right back Fred Ward with ease, putting the hosts in a 
three-on-two situation. After advancing down the wing, 
he slipped a pass inside to Tom Dingle, who was under 
the close attention of defender Tom Speers. Dingle 
confidently rolled his marker ten yards from goal, but 
while he prepared to fire at goal, the defender went to 
the floor and reached out to block the ball with his 
hands. 

The handball was clear to the majority of the Rylands 
Way crowd, yet neither the referee nor his assistant 
managed to spot the blatant infraction, which denied 
Dave Turner's an obvious goal scoring opportunity. 

The incident came at a crucial juncture of the match. 
Bassett had just survived a quarter hour long Slimbridge 
onslaught that had seen two efforts cleared off the line. 

Still disgusted about the officials' mistake, Bassett lost 
their composure and found themselves behind in the 
43rd minute. Controversy surrounded the goal too, with 
it appearing as though Ross Langworthy, who got the 
final touch, was offside. However, a home defence at 
sixes and sevens played a crucial role too. 

Allowing the burly Marvyn Roberts the freedom to latch 
onto a routine ball over the top left ©úĕkeeper Stewart 
Thompson exposed, and the home custodian was duly 
lobbed. Langworthy then slid in at the left upright to 
ensure the ball nestled in the back of the net. 

The early stages of the first half had been a tentative 
affair, but the visitors began to assert their dominance, 
with their first clear chance coming when Ben Wood 
looped a header just over after a corner had only been 
half cleared. 

 

 

 

In the 21st minute, Langworthy had Thompson beaten 
after shrugging off the attentions of Mark McMeeking, 
but an acrobatic clearance from Shaun Carter preserved 
parity. 

Craig Bowden was next to dash the visitors' hopes when 
he scrambled the ball away off the line from a close 
range Roberts effort, after Thompson could only parry a 
stinging Langworthy drive. 

The defensive heroics continued following the restart 
too. Rob Hine beat Thompson to Paul Carter's whipped 
in free kick, delivering a towering header which seemed 
destined to hit the roof of the net. But a despairing 
McMeeking headed clear before the loose ball was 
bundled away, Roberts once again having failed with the 
rebound. 

A fantastic goal fashioned out of nothing then made it 1-
1 on 56 minutes. Bowden clipped a clearance down the 
right wing. Although played more out of defensive 
necessity rather than an attempt to initiate an attack, it 
fell perfectly for Dingle, whose intuitive diagonal run 
allowed him to lose the attention of his marker. Then, 
after bringing the ball down, he blazed an unstoppable 
drive from the right edge of the box past Dave Evans at 
his near post. 

Slimbridge appeared rocked with Wood lunging in 
dangerously on Matt Boucher moments after the goal 
was scored. It was reckless and two-footed, but 
somehow he escaped with just a yellow card as 
punishment. 

Soon after, Bassett were punished for lax discipline. A 
ball over the top split the defence, and Langworthy took 
full advantage, driving past McMeeking before sending a 
firm strike from 18 yards past Thompson. 

Although once again rattled, Turner's side did not give 
up the ghost and came close to an equaliser ten 
minutes from time when Packer weaved his way through 
the Swans' defence only for his touch to elude him ten 
yards from goal. His weak effort was deflected by 
Speers and collected easily by Evans. 

Compounding a frustrating afternoon for Bassett was 
Witney United's convincing win away against Fairford 
Town. It therefore means the Blanketmen's visit to 
Rylands Way on Tuesday is of huge importance. There 
is no better time to break a six game winless league 
streak. 

Scoop's Man of the Match: Tom Dingle ï took his 
goal brilliantly and his intelligent play gave the 
Slimbridge defence trouble. This was most notable 
when his hold up play forced Slimbridge defender Tom 
Speers to take such drastic action and handle the ball. 
Unfortunately this was not punished.. 
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Saturday 13 November 2010 

Swans Strike Late To Defeat Bassett 

 

Slimbridge 1 

Wootton Bassett Town 0 
 

After tasting victory thanks to a late 
winner last week, Wootton Bassett Town 
were on the receiving end of a decisive 
blow with time winding down against 
high-flying Slimbridge. The home side's 
captain Marvin Roberts struck with four 
minutes remaining to determine the 
destination of the points in an extremely 
tight affair. 

In a fashion eerily similar to last 
season's Division One West title chase, 
the game went right up to the wire. 
However, the game certainly lacked the 
sparkle and excitement of that 
promotion push, which is no doubt still 
fresh in the memory of both sides. 

 

 

 

 

 

Slimbridge were undoubtedly the 
favourites going into the match, having 
once again taken to the Hellenic Premier 
like swans to water with just four defeats 
through their opening 18 encounters. 

But they were made to work extremely 
hard for all three points by Dave 
Turner's dogged and determined side, 
who - if they continue to put in 
performances like this one - will no 
doubt continue to pick up points vital to 
securing their safety. 

Still, they'll be a smattering sense of 
disappointment that they did not hold out 
for a point that would have prevented 
them from slipping one place in the table 
to fourteenth. 

Yet, this was one of those games where 
any positive result would have been a 
bonus. 
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Matt Bennett, Gio Wrona & Adam Corcoran 
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